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All ABSTRACT OF THE ADDRESS
"SHALL WE HAVE A RELIGION WITHOUT GoD?"
Y

RAZBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER
THE TEMFLE, DEC. lst, 1929

The 'umanists who would read God out of thelr creeds do so not because
they would easily relinguish the belief in God. Many do so reluctantly. They
believe that science has destroyed Divinity and being honest men they feel con-
strained to follow sclence whithersocever it may lead them. They believe that
science has demonstrated that all 1life is at bottom physical and that mind and
personality may be explained in terms of subtle matter in motion. They believe
that science has proved that there is no intelligence, or will, or purpose in
the universe - nothing but aimless agitation of force manifested in matter,
There being no God, man is thrown back upon his own resources. There being ne
intelligence in the universe, man is thrown back on his ¢wn intelligence -
although one is at a loss to understand how men gomme to have intelligence if
there is none in the universe. There being no purpose to life in the general
man must create it in the particular. He is stranded on this 1ittle planst
which is doomed to ultimate extinction and he must malce the best of it.

Tle must be stolcal, brave, idealistic and disinterested. Hs must play the game
even 1f hs lmows before hand that his is a losing gams.

I rather suspect that all this is comfortable bourgois philosophy. It is
notorious that when people get rich they become extremely llberal to the point
of indifference in matters of religion and extremely conservative to the point
of reagtion in matters of economics. Having found sesurity in money they need

-

no philosophic or religious security. They can ignors the eternal problems of the

lnman quest.

But the man who is strugzling against great odds, who is in the arena of
1ife fighting for lngman ideals and suffering and bleeding for them, can not be
indiffereat. He needs the security of a tremendous cenviction which links wp



his purpose with the universal purpose of all axistence. Yo idealist will die
on the cross for a 1ife which he belicves to be a miserable farce, He will not
carry erushing turdens convinced all the time that all is msaningless.

m-um-mmmmnnh-hnmmmumrm
by an oppeal to sportsmanship, The very basis of sportsmanship is that the
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the loser, there cam be no talk of sportsmanship.

Science has of course not demonstrated those things which are responsible
for the Mmanist's stanpede to A atheiss, Present scientific data are
{agufficient for any philesephy of life. They can be used to bolster up either
Ldoaliss or materialism or both or nelthar. When the scientist sets out to
construct a system of philosophy he leaves the realm of strict science and his
gredentials are no more imposing than those of the theclogian.

Why do men have religlon? Because factual truth is not enough of a basis
for men %o 1ive on. Truth has an eternity in which to wmfold itself. The
{ndivideal msn has only three score ysara and ten. Pach generation of men must.
tn tarn 1ive and die sad while it lives it does not find sufficient spiritual
sastenance in the mowledge sbout the universe which it has inherited. It feels
muuhmmmmmntmmmumm.w
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poetry of the imagination. Then men found prose inadequate to express his
profoundest emotions he created poetry. Then man found common speech insufficient
for the deopest melodies of the soul he created music. ind when men find
Jmowable truth inadequate for the deepest needs of 1life, their spiritual 1ife,
they create religlon.










































