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It might come as a surprise to those ~ho e 

not ~ orking in the field that the prevailing int 1lectual. 

mood our ace is ste -dily coming to be essimistic. By 

I do not .,_ e n to imply that the av ..,ra e an today 1s 

becoming apes imist. The a r e man carries on the 

business of life, is too absorbed in the business of 

living, to be much concerned aoout intellectual moods. 

He is happy l hen he g ains his ems, an d he is unhappy 

.~hen he oes not 6 ain them. He has his . e sure of joy 

and sorrow in life and ma~es the est o than. 

_here re, of course, individuals who are 

moody and norose, and that is due, i:n the main, to psycho

logic l and physiological conditions. That is not the 

result 01 any profound reflection rom the vanities of 

life. But an ase can have a mood just 11 e an in ividual, 

an t_at mood reflects itself in its art and its literature, 

in the life attitudes of its culture and intellectual 

people. In the long run it is possible that this mood 

will percolate down to the lower reaches o the . sses, 

but it ~1rst manifests itself in the upper regions among 

those classes of leisured or int llectual people 1ho h ve 

acqui ed the thins that they want in life, and no ask 

themselves the .. ues ti on: what next? 

If you ould ask ~hat ught to be the mood 

o this age, you ould, am sure, say th t it ought to be 
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triumphantly optimistic, and on the basis of service, of 

achievements, the basis of the looks of things, you would 

be entirely justified in your answer; or this age has 

been a marvelous one as reg ards inventions and discovery. 

The hwnan race has conquered by land and sea and in the 

air. lmost daily new ·racles are announced in ten 

thousand scienti ic l boratories of the world. .ran has 

d vised the CU..'1. in0 machine to do his ··:o rk for him, 

wealth is being inore sed at an amazing rate, and more 

and nore people re coming to sh re in the good things 

of life. Laws have been liberalized, government has 

been democratized, education has been to a decree 

universalized, health has been protected and life has 

been prolonged. Surely, all t is ought to in Luce in 

our age a sense of buoyancy and hopefulness and exhiler

ation; and this was the mood or the nineteenth century. 

But strangely enough it is not the intellectual mood of 

the t1entieth century. 

I have just finished reading a book called 

"r.:1he ,:odern r:iemper," by Joseph ;7ood . rutch. This book is 

an exposition, - -an to my mind, a fair exposition,--of what 

is going on in the nds of many thinking people today, of 

people who have surveyed the whole i eld and .,ho have 

struck a balance, as it were, and who have found civiliza

tion bankrupt. How widespread this mood is, as portrayed 

int 1s book, I o·nnot s y, but it i s ole r that it is not 
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an isolated mood nor an uninfor ed one. It is not the 

mood of a few sophisticates, a few cranks. It may be said 

to be the present d y of reaction against the excessive 

optimism of the last fe enerat ions which the first 

triumphant science in uced in the min s of the people. 

In those days, you · ·11 rec 11, en con-

idently believe t. at scie i ce ·1 ou._d be a universal 

nostrum, th t science '0 ula solv e all· human problans, 

and tl more no· le ~Ae science brou ht to m n, an the 

more po ,er sci nee ave to men to 1aster t he fO rces of 

nature, t e ppier men ould become an the nobler. 

_his ,as the intoxic•ting mood o extreme hopefulness 

int~ 1st fer soienti ic g ener tions, but seemin y 

the wes o tis intone tion are be innin to evapor te 

and 1ian is awak ning to a cold, sober ,·orld of reality 

in \ hich e realizes that hile science has cert -= inly 

remade his ·1orld, it has ui te as cert inly not made his 

.;-orl happier or nobler. 

cience has not failed in any of its promises 

as re a ds mat rial advance; in ·f ct, the achievements 

have exceec ed the est daring of its prophecies. he 

hole ateri 1 life o~. an as en .r vol utionized. .ore 
. 

progress has ooen 1 • "' e in the 'ield s o biology and 

chemistry nd physics • en ineering and e icine an 

invention in the years in the one c ntury bet~ieen 1830 

and 19 O than in the t nty rece in centuries. 



f 

But when man oomes to take stock of what all 

this has done tor man and to man, when r::an oomes to 

evaluate all this and ask himself just what is meant 

in terms of the enrichment ot man' a spiritual life, in 

terms of giving man a greater sense ot self-esteem and 

dignity, in terms or adjusting man more happily to the 

tacts or existence, these men,--whose representative and 

spokesman this one author ot many 1s,--these tmn are 

toroed to the conclusion ·that science has led man to 

the great Serbonian bog or despair. 

"Knowledge has marched on, and this 

knowledge has brought with it that increased capacity 

to control the accidents or our lives. Ingenuity has 

devised subtler instruments to investigate the secrets 

of nature, to direct forces, than any he dreamt or. 

Already we know more and can do more in oerta1n directions 

than he ( lie 1 s speaking he re ot Huxley) would have 

supposed possible tor a generation as close as ours to 

his own; and yet in spite or so much suooess we are aware 

or a certain disappointment and or a hope less eager than 

his, as it our victories were somehow barren, and as 

though the most essential things were eluding us. We do 

not, we cannot, actually doubt even the most fantastic 

ot verities whioh the soientist announces, sinoe his 

boasted power to penetrate and oon trol upon the basis or 

his h7Pothes1s. has been too otten Vind 1.oated to pem1 t ot 



• 
oynioism; and when he tells us that soon we shall be 

doing this or that, we know from experience that we had 

best believe him; yet our belief is without enthusiasm, 

even perhaps a little pertuno.tory or impatient, because 

all his suooesses seem to achieve and to promise less 

than they once did. 

"A wider and wider experienoe w1 th inven

tion has oonvinoed the more thoughttul that a man is not~ 

as onoe was said, twice as happy when moving at the rate 

ot tU-ty miles an hour as he would be 1:t' he were pro

ceeding at only halt that speed; and we no longer believe 

that the millennium presents a mere problem in Engineer

ing. Science has always promised two things not necess

arily related,--an increase, ti.rat, in our powers, second, 

in our happiness and wisdom, and we have oo~ to realize 

that it is the t1rst and less important ot the two 

promises which 1 t has kept most abundantly." 

For you see, according to these wr1 ters, 

science in giving us nany valuable things has a;i.so de

prived us ot a tew even more valuable. s01~?1.oe did not 

and could not stop at the mere physical domain ot 

discovery and invention. The whole ot the soientitto 

advance or the last century was made possible by the naw 

so1ent1:f'1o method, a new nethod ot seeking truth, ot go~ 

to the roots or things, ot refusing to be sidetracked by 

opinion and hearsay end trad1t1ai. 
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... o\J t is scienti ic ethod ·rs destin d to 

be .... plied not only to t .. e physical uter '7orld o... an 

but to the inner orld of 1an just as ,,._,ll ,--to is ind, 

his soul, his mor v ue, is opinion, is ethics, his 

reli ion. Thus art, ,. or lity, r ..... li ·ion C<-... 1e to be sub

jected to th s e ri id, acid critioue o_ th,._, scienti 'ic 

method. 111d r y o the mo st cl rished--and u to t .1 t 

tine re ·a ded s the nost solid--re lities o • u . an li e,-

re ~ son, tho ht, love, or lity, God, - - ere, so to s eak , 

J[-r yed by science. s result o ~ the • .ct that not 

only ., s tl e bo dy o • ,. n di ssip ted but is soul as 1ell , 

his v 1 oo, the ·1hol ·1orld of _ an came to be tumbling 

do·vn in ruin over : im. "or ocor n to t ~ e se en - nd 

th.,y ar not fev, in nu ber - the 

b o • t ~ e uni ve rs e , t re le s s 1 

home in it. 

r ·,7e c o 1-e t o . no 1 

e likely to feel at 

• e used to believe that ~nowl .,d o the 

. orld ·would )i ve us a sense of po 1er; instead, .. ~ai. e ~e 

o th ·1orld is ivin • us a sense of impot,.,nce nd 

feebleness. The scientist, these people maintain , as 

iscov re that th rorid, the universe, has in it no 

intelli • nee, no purpose , no "iill, and that therefore 

man h s no vay o id ntifyin hi self ith this univ ~se 

bout um. 

inner lif 

man 's 11 

h--- re is no correspon en ce bet een m , s 

h out r lie of the universe; tee ·ore 

C n e neit ~r e ing nor justific tion in 
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terms o univ rse. n is t e '"' re lone, ost 

u on a litt e planets in in trough t se infinite 

w· ste s ces oft. universe, a net which is doo d 

to ultim te e~•tinction in d r nd in ete _ ice. 

el r t e CO min O SC i en C e , bv :f. Or v .. e 

scienti i c era, n 1 t su)remel ~? i port t, m n felt 

• elieved tl at e oelon ..... ed in su eri or 

int is unive se, d in .. : ct, beli ...,ved t' t t e 1ho e 

uni1crse ;as built r~und him, that e , s e crown, - -t he 

·,hole univ _--se ·1 s 

an un on i • ch to 

e 1 s r ndeur 

st e set d built e ~pressly or 

y t ~ re t d r 

d nobility to sch 

0 is life; 

concept· on. 

d 

But now, science, cvor in t these ple, 

has d Ii o_ tr t d t . t is not ven h bl scene 

shifter int is univ rse; t t e is si ply a biolo ic 

incid nt,--just n incid nt in t ... is vnd e ss roe ss or 

bl.in nvr yin eternal a.gitati on; t.' t is only 

physiologic process .. :ving on hysiolo ic eaning . 

= 0 see - ' t .L is 0 s to an in te ms of l, 

his ideas about l i self. _he psalmist ould say, r_hou 

h st m·de me just a li 1.1 le lo er than od. ' But th .e 

bein no od, onl clods 0 it ted . att r, t ... n n is 

just it e low...,r th n t t. Ii th t e d 1indl i . 0 od 

an lso d indled. lor '}od dis ppe rs, 

• lso voes ' ccoruin to t .. is author, t e lory of l, 

man. 
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us science .. s umbled ia.n. It l as 

inc .. • sed his : .. nowl • ~e but destro :Je d is confidence; 

and it • as p ralyz .. d is .1111- or any ...,re t ere ti ve 

e~ ort, bee e n r er t o cr~~te i tily e ust 

have con.1.idence in t c i nity of um n lif' e, must h ve 

res ct or the .. u ... o se_·ulnes s o ... ides d 

emot ion,nust believe in t e am.pli tude, in t e e uty, in 

the nobi i ty of l ur. an l if'e, -- d t 1at scie ce seemin ly 

has d strayed. 

Jcience in its laboratory has ound no 

tr~ce o t e l 1 n soul, accor d in · t t :ese men, - -only a 

co5nition o~ i stincts n a ptitudes · d . complexes _d 

impu ses. ,)cienoe s en b e :Ln its sociolor·ic 

inv__,st1 ations to 'ind no tr· ... ce f or lity,--onl.y of 

shi _'ting customs ~ d .-:or · s. cie ce ·as t a: n this 

i ·1ty social v ue r1· ... i c e c 11 love, hich in the 

past ~ave rise to 

and poetry, nd a 

clinic lly, sit 

so 1 uch of romance c1 eauty nd 

r analyzin• it int e laboratory 

~ere , r tur .... e d it it h t e la be 1., 

rt 

'.Tus t 

anoth r ysiolo ic ur e, just not he r biolo ·ic instinct." 

.hus 11 long the line science, ccor in 

to t . ~se ople, as been devaluatin, depreci· tin t e 

world o • hu 1an values, strippin it its .. st ry, of' 

its :ie · ing, o its randeur, nd in return for this 

soi nee has iven us a ou.bo rd ul o toys,--radios nd 

cinemas nd t lephone nd irpl es, to _lay ith nd 
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use ourselves. .nd this low sti t vl .~c h scientific 

thought has come to pluce upon man 's role int e univ rse, 

his emotions, is alrea being re lected in o t~ rt nd 

in our lit r ture. In tle writin s of the so-called 

'sm rt set, ·1hich ma_ .. e us -r1ri te t in s ;hich .1. eret o-

.ore ave o on looke d upon as sanctities of 11 e; int e 

increasin0 cynicism • 1th hich r oral v lues re being 

tre t d, superciliousness; in this load o che p 

sex pl ys and novels ~hich s inund ted our, e, one 

inds evidence not o a corruption but of a loss of faith 

in net resp 3Ct _or the nobility 01 human li e. Bee use 

YL en love, ·or x-1m. le, b comes only a hysi olot..,i c u ·~ e, 

then it ceases to notion as motive _or art; th nit 

becomes a subj ct for study in e c inic, in the 

scientist's laboratory, and subject of ribaldry int e 

smo ... ing room. It can no ·lon er serve as a hi h motive or 

theme in any great artistic creation . 

11s being the case, according to our 

writer , odern civilization is doored to dee y; in '"' ct 
' 

every civiliz tion is do r: ed to decay as soon as it 

becomes su~ iciently enli hte. ed to realize the despair 

to which sci nee leads human bein . r:-1he future belongs 

to new r ce of barbarians , to people 1ho re too absorbed 

in livin to think uch about thou ht an reflection and 

ides, nd th trace of b rbarians, virile n vi orous , 

will c rry on the work o t e ~orld until it too becanes 
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debilitated nd enf ebled by culture and civilizttion 

and science. sf r as ,e are conce ned, our prospect is 

loomy, indeed. Ours is a ost c use, accor ing to t he 

writer, and the theme of life is there ore one of utter 

dejection d despair . 

book like this is well worth rea ·ng. It 

is an antidote to a good number of thin s,--a corre ctive. 

I believe th t the Mood reflected in it,--and of other 

books o nhi ch I iould have spoKen t s n orning had I 

the time, --in spite o the luct the ood is a <.;.)ro ring nd 

·at ..... ring one tod y, is only a passing one; or it is, 

hen all is said anc... done, t· result of und1 ested 

.. \.nonl dge. It is am nt 1 d istur nee c used by 

undi Gested ·:no lled . It :ils se on too asty am peranptcry 

an interpret tion of 

imply. 

at scientific ~cts really seem to 

... ew science may vouch :'or its ct; it will 

not vouch f or the inferences drawn from such ... ct. -rew 

science, ne r, l no1 led ·e,may alter both the f cts and the 

conclusions drawn ram them. People are ~rone to forget 

that, ter 1, sci n ee is at the be inning or thins, 

that it has not yet said the last word on nything, and 

the real scientist -:oul.d oo t1e 'irst one to acknowledge 

this • ct. herefore to draw univ rsal conclusions about 

the ulti ate acts o · existence on the basis o that 

modicum of scient1"1c kno1l--- e hich is already in h nd 
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is un m.rr ted and is do o ed. to e d to such sty nd 

deores ing conclusions. 

People re V3!.;f much in 1 ste to dr w 

conclusions rom. an insu ficient n _ber o fu.cts. One 

can read1Iy understand that tendency. You see, ev ry e 

has just a cert in number of ~,-ears to live, --forty, fifty, 

sixty ~e rs, and th ..... n it ends; and duri those ye rs it 

has to build ror itself a systvm of thought that •,ill. 

satisfy its life; but, un ·ortun tely, at any iven 

Generation not l the ~cts re in,--the returns re not 

11 in, nd won't be or millions o ears to come, con-

sequently any orldwide conclusions as re "ards the 

ul ti_. ate fucts of existence based on incomplete returns 

must o necessity be awry, di stort d crude. 

You may rec lI the asty conclusions that men 

drew f ·om the tJ. eory of evolution when it 1as 'irst pro

pounded. .en 1....,_e dumbfotmded and demoralized. y they 

had always been taught to believe t_ at man was created by 

a fiat o ~ivinity ·as a perfect man, and here this 

sci ntiric truth roclai s th t man is a descendent from 

very 101 orms of llfe,--a cousin to the ape. hat meant--

an th age ~ s uick to draw conclusions--th t ·uman life 

was cheap nd valueless, that t 1ere • as no sense in 

struggle d e ort, and as a res ult a wave of suicide 

swept over Europe. ut tl e sec on ener tion, hich had 

ti e to di est bit this th ory of evolution, to study it 
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a bit, as ble to put totally di1ferent interpret tion 

on it. rt is t ... ·ue that man is descended rem lo .,er fo s 

o life, and t1at man has evolved out of lower conditions 

oi being. But ~,to it? Isn't t e ere f ct t at 

heh s one tlat, that e as been able to rise thr ugh 

successive sta
0

es o evolution ·rom t·e ape, say, irom 

the jungle beast, to become a Plato, a Sophocles, 

hakes erre, a Iewton,--isn't this f ct one of the most 

magnificent tributes to the \7orthwhileness and to the 

be uty o~ human life? 

nd so this very theory of evolution, l'lhich 

wu.s t ~·irst a source of espair, became "'"he source of 

a new .oral ide lfsm in estern civilization. iY point 

to this is an e ucution of hon sci tific fact may be 

vario'.l.Sly inte reted as the a2e 

t e ct a little more . 

s a chance to di ·est 

he surest cure ~or this kin of pessimism 

which is now p rva ing the ran:s o our int llectuals, I 

believe is a searching critique o sci-nee itselr. re 

must now ppl.y t he scientific method to science,--to 

question its cred ntials and to define its scope d its 

limit tion, and t·at task has now been begun; an t.e neA~ 

en ration may see itself emancipated rom the absolute 

tyr nny o~ the sooalled scientific method. 

Int e first place, it is being demonstr ted 

more and. ore th t sci ..... nce its 1 ... is very human and aulty; 
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that it does not present us with objective truth but only 

·:i th h an truth; that at the basis o it are just as 

many ~ictions nd postulates and customs as at the basis 

o • reli ion or o ethics or of art; but when science 

speaKS of re lity, hen sci·3nce says th t it deals ith 

reality, ~ctually it only deals with a humanist reality, 

·or everything th t science knows cones to it percolated 

through man, through his r,1ind irst . 

... he objective truth o which science h s 

• bo- st is b seriously questioned. _ nd in t r- e second 

pl ce, l sl 1 bet,;in to question .1ore n more . ether 

the soienti 1 o .. par tus ·, hich h s be n so help ul in 

discov-3ring 1acts in the torial 1'lorl.d is deq_u te to 

s-cudy the hum n uorl.d; rrether h re is such a thing as 

a la\v 01 cont1nui ty bet . .:een the ·orld o matter and the 

orld of life. _hat hasn't at all been demonstrated. 

cience has not demons tre. ted how dead .. at ter becomes 

life, and ... ow life beco,._es consciousness, and how con

sciousness beco es thou ht. d .1hen it suys th tit has, 

it is dr ,ing upon a credit to ,lich th..,re are no deposits 

in the b k o ~ hm an knowled ·e o scertained r~cts. 

re s· all n erh s learn in the next 

g~ner tion th t we require a totally diffe ent ppro ch 

to th study of life nd to t_e study of matter,--cert inly 

to the study of human life; or ie u n b ings are not 

just bundles of so ny separ te and unrelated nerves or 
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muscles or ·l nds. ·.-re live in our humanity; e are tot 1 

bein sin action, not dissected or unrelated biolo ic 

frag ents. .!e are life in full bloom, in 11 ction, 

not chemistry; n 

mysterious thing -~ 

ny atte .pt to reduce tis co plex, 

c 11 life, thought, to c emistry, is 

un·iarr nted nd doomed to pre post .,rous conclusion . 

. cience has not demonstr ted, _ in in, 

in the very nature of its techniq te, tat th.,re is no 

intelli ence or mind or ~ is om in the universe; for to 

do th t sci..,nce v1 uld irst have to read o t 01 the 

univ rse m 's ind nd . 'st ught and man 's 1isdom. 

:?or i t vY exist in ant y r art oft e so eme of 

creation, o I ich man is a art. To read person ity 

out o~ the universe science 1 uld :rt 

human personality. 

veto deny 

se rching critique of science in the next 

0 ner tion 1ill prob bly reveal th t t e ~ is a hole 

realm of hUl an v lues t : ch science cannot penetr te, 

and w ·ch is le iti tely the ield o p ilosophy, of 

specu tion, of reli ion, nd that it is int is field 

wher the human r ce s evolved t .... rou h t · e centuries, 

a group of treme dous convictions touchi life nl 

d stiny : ·ch are not controverted by any nown feta, 

and which have helped to enrich nd ennoble hu an life, 

given it eaning, r ndeur, sublimity. d it is, It ke 

it, the pri e ~oti n of reli ion at all times to keep 
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be ore the hlman race this set of functions,--call it 

intuition, call it postulates, call it do as, i f you 

will,--to keep berore the bum n r ce, especially in its 

period o con usion-- n ours is such a period tod~y--to 

keep be f ore the eyas of the r ce steadily and unfaltering

ly these tremendous human convictions hich alone m e 

li~e livable, which alone cun. suve mankind from the bog 

of despair an pessimism to which undi 6ested Imo . ledge 

and hastily interpreted facts are doomed to lead . 

Such, to my mind, is the chief function of 

relig ion today,--to stay put; not to trail science, not 

to hang onto its coat t ils, not to try to justify itself 

on t e basis o ·.,hat this scientist or that scientist has 

said, not to be ti .id or apologetic, but courageously on 

t he strength of i t s accumulated\ ·sdom of centuries, on 

the strength 0.1. its knowledge of the heart of man, o1" his 

life, 0.1. his needs, o his perplexity; on the strength of 

the help and cour. e w1ich it has g iven man.kind in the 

past, and on t l e strength t t none o its tremendous 

do as l ve been disproved by scien ce, to proclaim in 

this )e o~ oubt and con usion and sh ifting standards 

and blind ropings, to proclaim clearly and boldly the 

eternal verities of reli ion,--God the ~ood, man the 

child of odts creation, moving to some ultimate end; all 

things inter ted in one supreme and ood purpose. nd 

by so uoing our a e will be helped to tide over its 
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period or confusion, and perhaps in the next generation, 

or the next genera tion, scie~ce vlill catch up with relie ion 

and prove, if possible, at least some of the i d eas which 

religion intuitively g rasped centuries ago and gave to 

mankind as a healing balm,a ·guide and a torch to help 

him through life. 

Science alone, ray fri ends, will alw~ys and 

must al ~ys lead man to a mood of "Vanity of vanities, 

all is vanities. ' The re is no escape .from it. rt is 

only faith which sublimates life; it is only faith 1,1hich 

sup nlements knowle dge, that can make man feel at home 

and at peace in this universe. 

--o--
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j om The Decline of t he est" 

By Oswal d Spengler 

It is true th~t t he 19t y A. D. seems t o us inf initely 
fuller a.nd mor e i rnporta."'1 t t , say t he 19th 0e!'l tury B. C. ; 
ut t he mo on, to o, seems t o bi Jger than Jupiter or ~a turn. 

~e physicist has long ago f e hi mself f rom pr epossessions a s 
to r el a tive distance, t he h . t ori not so. 

- P· 94 

~very culture passes t hr o .~h the a~e- hases of t a e i nd i vi dual 
man. Each has its chi l dhood, yout h , manhood a."'ld ol d age. It is 
a young a .d trembling soul, heav with misgivings, t hat reveals 
itself i n the morni ng of Romanesque and Gothic. :N9 fills bbs 
cathed:r~l of Bishof) Bernward, ':h~ spring wind bl-ow ¥&P i t. 11 n 
th& L Oi • t ' a es the 
~lo&semiftg of an exb1 a:O1 dlnary state. 1- i n1h cunrronted 
with au.ch bl:oe:somin~ ~ -n ._,..,,...-.."fl'!lln --wontier, one wb-o can 
see i_t-0 tM eee-re-t e 1 e i t s rain of fore-ea, 

t"t e, sees the t h ing 
w'rt~~M8.!SM-.-+ri1P' " Childhood spea:lts 

t o 11 s aJ so = ar:g_ in the same tones ee:l"ly &em0ria Beri-&, 
out of ear] y-Cbri st 1 an (wl.io:S is roa,11y £aiFly 1\ret'eie:n) &Pi, e:??e: 
out of U,& mi-rki g;f tihe Old Xln-:;clOII ill .Bg;r~, \eat ~8@;1iliQ Hi tb 
ti,e ieM'bft .Q::,11r;aaty, Tftere s m,tltic wo1ltl-eonscioe1eneea is figaiiBg 
1 ike a Mre:eeei tiee'bor e:gains t all the W'k sna QQi £i8fti~ ii. j. ta elf ~ 
i~ Uat1-Pe1 Wf¼ile aJ.omJ.gr l'ipon:i:n~ i ieolf for the .t1 CtI e, d:~•br i~h'b 
e~reaalou or ene axis banes that Vt will l'it la.at 81&filiove e:na ki101t. • 

-'he more nearly a Culture approaches the noon culmination of its 
being , t he more virile, austere, con tro l led, int en se fhe form-
language it has secured 1or i t self , t e mor e as sur ed its sense of 
i t s own po er, t he clearer its lineaments. In the spri ~~ all th is 
haa. st i ll been dim and confused, t en t ative, f illed with childish 
yearning and f ears - Q~-.. 

f • 
V brlre BipJ ½on oases. But consciousness 

creative power • ie••-----H,....M~~.-~~~~~~ 
• 1.1 

01i1sPy of e~eesion ci:eli~ere:te, sttlet, 
meaaurea.1 meit 1sJ.lo11e in ibe ease and self-confidence. tai I Iii, a., 
t.- ,o, tbat eJCtiF};'Wbere at woroai.ta, th& carojng fuJfjJwe.&t &li@geated 
itHlf, ln ewl2 woroenta wsrn& ~reated tba ».fi&a e;f Amti~&mbat IlI (~ke 
ilO ae.lled "T!yk:se , 
the pois# #sos sf w·,•-· ~til l later, t ender the poi J t of f ragilit, 
·r agrant i t h t he sweetness of late Octo oor da.1s, co :.1e the f11 C.. ian 
phrodi t e a.'1 d t l1e r-ra,11 of t e .. :ai dens in t he .... recht heum, t he ara besques 

on 8aracen horseshow-arches, t he Zwinger of Dr es den, a tteau , ~'ozart. 
At l a s t , in t he gr ey dawn of ~i vi lization , t he fire in the Soul aies 
uown. _he dwi ndli!lg powers r lse to one more, half-successful, effort · 
of' cre,,tion, and produce t he Classicism t ' a t is cocrnon to all dying 
Cultures. The soul th inks once again, a...~d in Romanticism looks 
back piteously to its chiL • ood ; t h en f in.a lly , wear , reluctant, 
cold, it loses its desire to e, anu , as in I .p rial }ome, wishes 
itself ou t of the overlong dayli~ht and acK in t he ·ar kne ss of 
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protomysticism, in the omb o the mother, in the grave. ,rm,
soe11 of a "seconri Peligj oueneae 11 eo□es upon it, ~·ui l:.a~e Cle:aeieal 
roan iuPBfi tg thQ :pi»actifrle ef !he 01il:lta g:f L~~taP&e, ef Ieis, or Ute 
SJJ;n - those very cuJ ta iQto w'l;.igl. a iQ\il.l Just born ia t~e Bast l.as 
~eQ po:\H'inl!; a new wtne of dreatns and feat e Md Jo 1eliness .. 

p 107-8 
11 'lhe Decline of the :est 11 

By Oswal d ~pengler 



~rom 11 _ 1e Decline of the Vest" 
oy Oswald ~pengler 

':'he futll.re of the Vest is :10t a limitless tending 1 pwards and 
om ards for all ti .. e towards our present ideals , but a single 
phenomenon of history, strictly limited and defined as · to form 
and du.ration, which covers a few centuries and can be viewed and, 
in essentials, calc lated from available precedents ..... 

--- Up to now everyone has been at li erty to hope what he 
pleased about the future. Where there are no facts, sentiment 
r ~les. But henceforward it will be every man's business to 
infor m himself of what can happen and therefore of what with the 
unaltera le necessit of oestiny and irrespective of personal 
ideals, hopes or desires, will happen. ·th.en we use the risky word 
11 freedom" we shall mean freedom to do, no this or that, but the 
necessary-or no thin ' . The ·ee li that this is II just as it should 
be 11 is the hall-mark of the man of fact. To lament it and blame 
it is not to alter it. To oirth belong death, to youth· age, to 
life generally its form and its allotted span. 

It~ no out e ocJected that Buen a world-outlook, which 
in giving this certainty as to uc outlines and tendency of the 
·uture cuts off all far-reaching hopes, would be unhealthy for all 

and fatal for many, once it ceased to be a mere theory and was 
adopted as a practical scheme of life by the group of personalities 
effectively moulding t e future. ..--

~chis not my opi~i..2,!h are civilized, ~ot othic or Rococo, 
people; we have to reckon with the hard cold facts of a l a te life, 
to which the parallel is to be foun ~ ot in Pericles's Athens but in 
Caesar's RoMe. Of great painting or ~reat music t here can no longer 
be. for 1 estern people, any question .. heir architectural possibilities 
have been exhausted these hundred years. Only extensive possibilities 
are left to them. Yet, for a sound a.~d vigorous generation t a t is 
filled with unlimited hopes, I fail to see that it is any disadvantage 
t o discover betimes that some of these hopes nust come to nothing. 
And if the hop es thus doomed should be those most dear, well, a man 
who is worth anything ¥ill not be dismayed ..... 
!h:;. lesso I think wo d be of bene t t o t.h co□ing gen rations, as 
s owing t ' em what is p ssi ble - and heref or and what 
is exclu d from the ward potent· lities t neir tim. Hitherto 
an incre ible total intellect d power dered in 
false ections.. e ·1est-:u.ro an, ho lly he may 
think d feel,~ ta certain staP,e of ly uncertain 

own directi ; he grope and eel way , if unluclcy 
in en irorunent, he loses it. t now a thew rk of centuries 
enao shim to vi the disp ition of nis on lif in relation to the 
gene al culture- heme and t test hi own powers and ourposes . 
And I ca.~ only pe that me w generati n may be moved 
by his book to devote the elves t technics i stead of lyrics, 
th ea instea of the pa nt-br sh and politi s instead of episte
mo ogy. Better they cou not do . 

And. m ·ntain that 
a fin 
dull 
It 
in • 

- P. 39-40-41 

he 
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..:rom 11 The '.ouern Temper" 
by Joseph ,ood Krutch 

~ KVi 
Knowledge ~ marched on , moiFe toaa ae agpa• - and 
this knowledge has brou~ht with it taat increased capacity to control 
the accidents of our lives w ich he predicted. Ingenuity has devised 
subtler instruments to investigate 'the secrets of J.;ature and to direct 
her fore es than any he dreamed of; already ·, e lmow more and can do 
more in certain directions than he 11 ou ct. h'1.ve s.1pposed possible for 
a generation as close as ours is to his own; and yet, in spite of so 
much success, e are aware of a certain disappointment anQ of a hope 
less eager than his, as thou.i;h our victories were somehow barren and 
as tho crh the most essential things were eluding us. 'e do not, we 
cannot, actually doubt even the most t'a.--itastic of the verities which 
the scientist announces, since his ooasted po er to foretell and 
control upon the basis of his hypotheses has been too often vindicated to 
permit a skepticism, a.~d when he tells us that soon ~e shall be doing 
this or that ve kno from experience that we had oest believe him. 
Yet our belief is without enthusiasm - even, p rhaps a little perfunctory 

1 
or impat ien.t - e ause all his successes seem to achieve and to pro:. ise 
less than once they did. 

- - P. 60. 

A ider a.~d ider experience wit inventions has, however, convinced 
the more thoughtful that a man is not, as once was aaid, twice as 
happy when movin.g at the rate of fifty miles n hour as he would be 
if he were proceeding at only half that speed, and we no longer believe 
that the millennium presents merely a problem in engineering. Science 
has always promised two things not necessarily related - an increase 
lirst in our powers, second in our happiness or wisdo~, and we have 
l!Owe to realize that it is the first and less important of the 
two pror:lises wni ch it has kept most abundantly. 

ages a.~d simple peo 
upon the stage of the univer 
Comedy , as something, that is 

- - p . 1 

e have conceived of the action whic' passes 
as of s thing in the nature of a Divine 

ich ill reach its end wit the 
\ ords "and they lived happily r. 11 Others, less naive and 
tnerefore more aware of those ma ments whose reality, at least as 
far as outward events are concern , they could not escape, have inposed 
pon it another artistic form and lled it a Divine raged.y, accepting its 

catastrophe as we accept the cata tr he 01 an Othello, because of its 
randeur. B ta Tragedy, Divine or o erwise, must, it may again be 

repeated, have a hero, a .,d 'rom he uni rse as we see it both the Glory 
of \.7od and the Jlory of Jr.an hav; a.eparte Our cosmos may be farcical 
or it may be pathetic but it, snot the ity of tragedy and we eannot 
accept it as such. 

- P.141 

-
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.cram 11 The .,:odern Temper" 
by Joseph Wood Krutch 

Leaving the future to those who have faith in it, we may survey our 
world anc.;., i we bear in mind the facts just state( we may permit 
ourselves to exclaim, a little rhetorieally perhaps, 

Hail, horrors, hail, 
Infernal world! a.d thou profoundest hell, 
ieceive thy new possessor. 

If H:.imanisrn and Tature are fundamentally antithetical, if the human 
virtues have a definite limit set to their development, and if they may 
be cultivated only by a process which renders us progressively unfit to 

/, 

fulfill our biological duties, then we may at least permit ourselves 
a certain .__efiant sati faction when we realize that we have made our 

\
\) choi~ a"ld that we are resolved to abide by the consequences. 'ome 

Y small part of the tragic fallacy may e said indeed to be still valid 
or us, for if we cannot feel ourselves great as 'hakespeare did, if 

we no longer believe in either our infinite capacities or our importance to 
the universe, we know at least that we have discovered the trick which 
~~s been Kla ed u ~nus and that whatever else we may be we are no longer 
dupes. 
Rejuvenation mey be offered to us at a certain price. ature, issuing 
her last iarning, may id us embrace so .. i e new illusion before it is too 
late and accord ourselves once more with her. But we prefer rather to 
fail in our own vay than to succeed in hers. Our human world may have no 
existence outside of anythi J else we know, and we will cling to our own 
lost cause, choosing always rather to mow tan to be. Doubtless fresh 
people have still a long way to 5o with rature before they are compelled 
to realize that they too have come to the parting of the w03s 1 but though 
we may wish them well we do not envy them. If death for us an d our kind is 
the inevitable result of our stu bornness then ve ca!l only sq, 11 So be it." 
Ours is a lost cause and there is no place for us in the natural universe, 
but we are no, for all that, sorry to be human. de should rather u.ie 
as men than live as animals. 



History has but too frequently shown th~t if the educated 
men begin to laugh at the gods, or to resolve their 
existence into philosophical abstractions, immediately 
the half-educated masses, becoP.1ing unsteady and unquiet, 
seize pon every folly in order to exalt it into a religion. 

P. 50 - 11 His tory of 'aterialism11 

~rederick Albert Lange 

.:he following from 11 The Conquest 
of Happiness11 by Bertrand Russell. 

rich 

FR 5 
11 Ecclesiastes 11 is tragic; ,fr. Krutch 1 s 11 .:odern TeP.lper 11 is 
pathetic. Mr. Krutch, at bottom, is sad because the old 
r:iedieval certainties have crumbled a ::-i also sor:ie that are 
of more recent origin. -·P,3~. 
l..r. Krutch, like most other literary men, is obsessed with 
the idea that science has not fulfilled its promises. He 
does not, of course, tell us what these promises were, but 
he seems to thi~ that sixty years ago men like Darwin 
and Huxley expected s omething of ·cience which it has not _iven. 
I think this is an entire delusion , fostered by those writers 
and clergymen who do not wish their specialties to be thought 
of little value. - P.33 

One of ~--ir. Krutch 1 s most pathetic chapters deals with the 
subject of~- It appears that the Victorians thought very 
highly of it, but that we with our modern sophistication have come 
t o see through it. 
It is curious how different the Victorian age looks to the young of 
oAr time from what it seemed when one was living in it. 

p. 35 
:rus ideas ate tffirtvea evlttehtly froth Eertatn·wrteezs W!iv we1e • 

• 
p. 36 

The cure lies not in lrunentation and nost~lgia for the past 
but in a more courageous acceptance of the modern outlook a.-rid 
a determination to root out nominally discarded superstitions 
from all their obscure hiding places. 

p. 38 
I come next to hat Mr. Krutch has to s~ about tr~edy. 
It is undou tedly the case that the old-fas ioned kind of trageey 
which dealt with princes and their sorrows is not suitable to our 
age, and when we try to t~eat in the same manner the sorrows of 
an obscure individual, the effect is not the same. The reason of 
this is not, however, any deterioration in our outlook on life, 
but quite the reverse. It is ~ue to the fact that we can no longer 
re ard certain individuals as the great ones of the earth, who have 
a right to tragic passions, while all the rest must merely dru.9,ge 
a.,id toil to produce the magnificence 01' those few. 

P. 40-41 
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lr. Krutch talks throughout his book at intervals about 
despair, and one is touched by his heroic ac~eptance of a bleak 
world, but the oleakness is due to the fact that he and most 
literary men have not yet learnt to feel the old emotions in 
response to new stimuli. The stimuli exist, but not in literary 
coteries. Literary coteries have no vital contact with the life 
of the community, and such contact is necessary if men's feelings 
are to have the seriousness and depth within which both tragedy a_~d 
tr e happiness proceed. 

P. 42-1+3 

t 

r 

·.:he following from "The lodern Temper" 
by Joseph Wood Krutch 

The antithesis between human an..:. natural ends is thus ultimately 
irreconcilable, and the most th~t man can hope for is a recurrent 
defiance recurrently subdued. He can uevia te so far but no 
further from the animal norm. He can e himself into an artist 
or a philosopher, butt ere are limits set both to the perfection 
of those types and to the extent to which the bulk of any population 
can be allowed to approac h either, for inQiV i duals and races alike 
fall victim to their humanit1. In the search for human values they 
first lose intereat int o~e natural virtues which serve to keep 
the structure of the ant hill sound; and then when they discover that, 
even for them as individuals, life has no purpose which their 
intellects can accept, even they perish of a taedium vitae and leave 
the world to simpler peoples who have still some distance to go 
before they reac the end of the tether which attaches them to 
nature. In the drama of history baroarians are always appearing 
in the role of the eus ex machina, and t ne historian is always 
laying great stress upon "fresh olood11 bro ught in from the privinces 
or infused by primitive co.querors. And yet he has seldom cared 
to draw the pessimistic conclusion which alone seems deducible from 
the facts in his possession. 

P. 52-53 



And so the mature man would take the 
world as it comes, and within himself remain 
quite unperturbed. When he acted, he would 
know that he was only testing an hypothesis, 
and if he failed, he would know that he had 
made a mis take. would be quite Jn"epar 
for the discove at he might make mis 
takes, for his inteI igence would bed. en
tangled from i s hope The failure his 
experiment uld not, erefore, inv, lve the 
failure o his life. Fo the aspe of life 
which i icated his soul uld b his 
und ers nding of life, and, o e understand
ing, efeat is no less intere i~ than 
vie ry. ✓ It would be no effort, therefore, 
for him to be tolerant, and no annoyance to 
be skeptical. He would face pain with 
fortitude, for he would have put it away 
from the inner chambers of his soul. Fear 
would not haunt him, for he would be without 
compulsion to seize anything and without 
anxiety as to its fate. He would be strong, 
not with the strength of hard resolves, 
but because he was free of that tension 
which vain expectations beget. ould his 
life be uninteresting because he was 
disinterested? He would have the whole 
universe, rather than the prison of his own 
hopes and fears, for his habitation, and in 
imagination all possible forms of being. 
How could that be dull unless he brought 
the dullness with him? He might dwell with 
all beauty and all knowledge, and they are 
inexhaustible. Would he, then, dream idle 
dreams? Only if he chose to. For he might 
go quite simply about the business of the 
world, a good deal more effectively perhaps 
than the worldling, in that he did not 
place an absolute value upon it, and deceive 
himself. Would he be hopeful? Not if 
to be hopeful was to expect the world to 
submit rather soon to his vanity. Would he be 
hopeless? Hope is an expectation of favors 
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to come, and he would take his delights 
here and mw. Since nothing gnawed at his 
vitals, neither doubt nor ambition, nor 
frustration, nor fear, he would move 
easily through life. And so whether he 
saw the thing as comedy, or high tragedy, 
or plain farce, he would affirm that it 
is what it is, and that the wise man can 
enjoy it. 




