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Recently there have been a series or 

miraculous cures reported to have taken place in the town 

ot Mal.den., near Boston, at the grave ot a priest, Patri ok 

J". Powenwho has been dead these a1 xty years. A million 

people in the spaoe of a tew de.ya v1s1 ted his grave, and 

over a hundred ourea ot all kinds were reported. How 

this oame abo\4, this sudden interest 1n the grave or 

this priest, dead these many yeara, is told by inveatiga­

tora, that a Reverend Patrick J. wal.sh, in one ot the 

churches or Malden, 1n the course or one or his sermons 

made the statement that reports ot heal1ngs at the grave 

ot Father Power had been brought to hilll,and 1n the con­

gregation listening to Father a1.sh was a newspaper man, 

who saw in it a good stor.r, a good ~oopy,w and he at once 

set about investigating the aaaes or the one or two in 

the town ot Malden that had been reported as having been 

oured, and he wrote a story, which was published in th& 

Boston Record, and ot course immedi atel.y fol.lowing that 

the great stampede to the grave of ?ather Powers began. 

From. all.. parts of the oountry people ot all ages rushed 

to that oemetery to be healed. 

The ■ltuat1 on became ao grave that the 

Arohbishop or Boston ordered that the oeme'tery be oloaecl, 

the objeot being, of oourse, to investigate tmae reputed 

curea. rr they are tound to be authentic, the liltlilloocl 
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is that a new shrine will be built in this cotmtry over 

the grave ot thia neglected priest, and tor centm-1es to 

come men and women seeking healing will make pilgrimages 

to this shrine . 

This story or the Hol.y cross cemete ey at 

Malden is of course mt unique in the annals or the church. 

About 200 years ago there was a similar series or 

miraouioaa cures reported in the cem.ete ey or st .Medard, 

in Paris, at the grave of the young J'ansenist priest, 

Franeots de Paris. Moat astounding cures were said to 

have been performed there. '!be situation there became 

so tense that the French Government ordered the cemetery 

to be closed. 

The reports ot· these cures spread through-

out Europe, so much so that the great historian and 

political economist, De.vid HUgh, in England, felt called 

upon to write an essay on miracles, proving oonol usi vely 

that miraoles cannot happen,--at least, proving oonclusive-

l.y to his satisfaoti on. And of c curse we are all f amiltar 

with the healing shrine ot Lourdes, down in the south­

western part or France, where in 1858 the Virgin was said 

to have appeared to a young person, Bernadette Soubiroux. 

Since that time the plaoe has becone a holy place ot 

pilgr1mage, or people aeeking cures, and annual1y over 

six hundred thousand people visi\ this shrine, the Lady 

ot Lourdes. And in quebeo we have the famous shrine or 
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St;. Anne de Beaupre, a shrine e.lm.ost 200 years old, to 

whioh the afflicted from al.l parts come, and where you 

will see displayed whoie piles or crutches left there by 

the maimed and the halt and the paralyzed, who were helped 

at this shrine. On the annual Feast Day, JUly 26th, ot 

every year-, some thirty thOllaand pilgrims visit this shrine. 

Healing, my friends, in one form or another, 

has always been identified with religion. rn ract, 

medioai science began aa a function and department ot 

religion. The first physioians were the medicine men 

and the priests. In the Bible healing is looked upon as 

one of the duties and functions of tie pries:tly task. 

rn the Book ot Leviticus the su~rnsion or certain 

ailments, such as leprosy, was lett entirely to the priest. 

Like so many other arts and soienoea, therapeutios,-medioine, 

has its origin in reiigion. 

Sickness, pain, death, have always been with 

the human r14oe, and man has always, since the beginning or 

time, tried to ciroUlllVent them. Each age empl.oye d that 

amount of knowledge which it .had in its effort to ciroum­

vent these bitter and t rag1o experiences or human lite, 

and we are still doing it today; and we succeed today only 

in a ver1 limited degree, there are still so many diseases 

before whioh the moat skilfui and erudite pby'aioian ot 

today stands absolutely helpless. In spite or our tens of 

thousands or ollnios and hospitals and medical schools and 
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reaearoh iaborator1ea, there are stills:, me.ny vast 

at:tliot1 ons o:t the hnman race whioh raT&ge and deaola te 

and oause 9a!n and aurtering, which are st111 beyond the 

oontroi or medioal. so1enae. rn tact~ the soienoe or 

medicine seems to have made muoh less progress 1n the 

last generation than almost any other human 80ienoe, and 

we see.11t to know le S8 about the human body than we know 

about the machine, which the human hand and the human 

mind manutaoturea. 

rn this day, in this era of enlightenment, 

how muoh more 80 is this evidenced, beoauae in olden days 

and prtmlt1ve t !mes people knew practically nothing about 

the organization, oomposition arid chemistry or the human 

body, and knew pra.c.tioall.y noth i?JS about the origin or 

oures of human disease. And yet there they were, tortur-

ing the human raae, and the human raoe had to find some 

strategy by which to meet that situation. 

Primitive man assumed that all disease 1• 

oauaed by an. evil spirit, or by the evil. magio ot hi• 

enemy-, or by the wrath ot some deity or departed ghost 

and spirit; and his only salvat1 on waa then to exorcise 

th1a 8T1l spirit which had entered the body and wu 

troubling it, or to break the apell ot this evil magic 

whloh had been. praotioed upon hill. or to appease the 

wrath ot the god or the ghoat through prayer or through 

aaoritioea. And pz,1nd.t1n man •ployed all three ot theae 
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methods in his effort to meet tre situation of sickness 

and suffering. Early men was amazingly susoeptible, 

am.azing1y open to suggeati on. Many natives today, in 

many parts or the world, as soon as a mn is told that 

someone has cast a spell over him, that someone haa 

praot1oed magic on hia, that individual: will go home 

and refuse food and just pine away; and oonveraely, a.a 

soon as that individual is made to believe that tha, magic 

spel1 has been broken, either by some holy man or by some 

shrine, or by some relio, or by some 1ncan ta tion, he 1 a 

at once restored to vigor and to health. 

One can readily understand, therefore, wh:y 

so many healing cults and healing alirines and healing 

deities existed among all peopl e univeraal.:ry. almost trom 

the beginning of time. Among the Babyloaiana there were 

many healing gods and healing temples, the most etfioaoious 

god being JJa, or Irfdu, and to his temple would oome 

the surte ring from all parts of the empire, and through 

incantation in the temple area they WCA.lld be helped and 

cured. 

There were such gods among the Sgyptiana, 

and frequently the Egyptians would employ the images or 

their deities in the form ot human beings or or animals 

to etreot ourea. ~he great oult ot ~eaou1-ap1ua apread 

through the Graeoo-Roman world. We know of over tour 

hundred looal1t1ea where the healing gad A:eaoulapiua wu 



worshipped, hia principal shrine being at El)idaurua; and 

the emblem ot this healing god, --the rod entwined by the 

curling make, is still the symbol or medicine today. 

And the Old Testament and the New Testament 

are replete with instances or bee.ling performed by holy 

people, by prophet•, by aainta, or in aa.ored plaoea; and 

in post-biblical times our own peopie has quite an 

unbroken reoord ot miraouloas oure1, troa 'ralmudio time• 

to the present times. 1fe know among the Chaasidim the 

7 were famed tar and wide beoauae or 

their prownesa in healing. And the Christian Church, ot 

oourse, tram the days or the apostles down to the present 

time has an unbroken list of healing miraolea, of religious 

oures. And that is true also ot Islaa, ot Hinduism, o'f 

BuddhiSlll and ot other religicua. 

Now to call all this superstition is to take 

a rather dogmatic and unoritioal position; to deny these 

multitudinous reports of auras on the basis of some 

abstraot rat1onai1sm, namely, that these things cannot be, 

fa to adopt a veey unsoientitio point or view. It is 

undoubtedl.y true that nany people fn every age have been 

healed at shrinee, or through relioa, or through m1n1stra­

ttona or saints and holy people, or through prayer, and 

the business or or1t1oal reaearoh is to seek the aauae ot 

these ·ourea at,er the cures haw been aut1Mtnt1oate4, 

after their authority baa been detiniteiy eatabl1ahe4. 



Unfortunately, we have very little data 

on hand; very little soientit!o investigation lula been 

made or these reported ourea. Soienoe ie rather super­

oilfous about the whoie matter, and brushes all these 

aside as so muoh folk lore and legend and superstition; 

and the orthodox religions, ot course, look upon these 

oures as miracles, and the miracle needs no investigation. 

A miracle cannot be explained, because the manmt you 

explain a miracle it 1s no longer• miracle. But whereve~ 

investigation has been made, it has been f'ound that the 

maladiea which yield to healing through suoh instrumental­

ity are, in almost every instanae, not ot an organic 

oharaoter but or a runctional character, that 1a, diseases 

which manitest tbns~lvea in some disorder in the function­

ingot the organ, ot the ttssuea, where no lesion or no 

ahange 1n a"truoture is disoove red. 

J.n investigation made by the proteasor or 

psyohol.ogy ot Tutta College, or these oaaea at Malden, 

led to this statement bJ Professor GiYler: "The perplexing 

thing about allL. these 'shrine ourea' is that the only 

symptoms that ever get relieved are those which are also 

symptoms ot hyaterta,--a disease in which some bodily 

ailment beoomea the de11l1shly subtle disguise ror a 

protound mental. abberat1on. Suoh things as depressed 

traoturea and tuberculosis are not oonapiououa among the 

thinga reported aa oured.w 

_,,_ 



Now thesa tunoti onal. disorders m,.y-

manitea• themselves in bifndness, or defeota or dumbness, 

or paralysis; 1n taot, they take on al.moat every f'ona 

that an organic disease will take on. SODIB psychic 

disturbance, some paych1o mal-adjuatment ot which the 

individual. may not at all be a.ware, snarls up the psycho­

physical lite of' that individual, creates an hysteric 

oontraoture of some kind which manifests itself in some 

phyaioa~ disorder or the body. 

Now science has demonstrated almost 

olinicall.:, that suoh tuncti on.al disturbance can in mmy 

instances be cured; and not by drugs and not by surgery. 

Some overpowering suggeati on which stimulates the 

imagination or the emotions of the sufferer, the dynamic 

impulse or a great hope, the inrush ot a great faith, 

suddenly will release tm tension or that eyateric 

contraoture and will enable the 1nd1Tidual to be 

restored to normal health. And that stimulus, that 

1mpfll.ae, oan come from a thousand and one th.inga. It may 

come from the doctor him.salt. A dootor poaaesaing a 

strong personality in which the patient haa tremendous 

oonfidenoe may do the triak; or a shrine, or a relio, or 

• saint, living or dead, or a mystic theosophy l:lke 

Christian Soienoe, or prayer, or a tm.ple service. 

rt 1a not the thing itselt which etteota the 

cure, but the bei1et or the thing, the tremendous taith 
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1n the curative, the restorative power of the thing, 

whatever it happens to be,--it is that which releases 

that snarled up, that tangled web of psycho-physical: 

things in the individual: and makes possible nome.I living. 

It is of course a truism known to everybody today that 

the emotions have a tremendous effect upon the body; that 

emotional states, for example, actually affect certain 

glands of the body, causing a variation in the substances 

which these glands pour into the bloodstream., and will 

definitely affect the health. 

Mind and body are not in two separated 

oanpartments. Physiology and psychology interact and 

interplay in eaoh one of us; 1n tact, they are one. so 

that many of these psychoses and neuroses are de:t'1n1 t ely 

ourable through these stimulations of oonfidenoe and 

faith and ideas which some people choose to call miraoles. 

Now, it is remarkable how many or the ail­

ments which come under the notioe or a physician are just 

of this functional character. Professor Morton Prince, 

Professor ot Abnormal and Dynamic Psychology, o-r Harvard 

University, says: ~rt has been estimated that 5oi to 75'!, 

of the cases that the general practitioner nsets are o-r 

this olass, and they include nearly every form or bodily 

and mental disturbance ot major and minor degree. Indeed, 

the symptoms or nearly every- organic diseaaet barring 

infectious diseases t may be m;l;m1 ok ed by a purel.y :runc ti anal 
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disease. The organic diseases that may be mimicked may 

be those of the heart, lungs. the gastro-intestinal traot, 

kidneys, and even tumors of the brain End the abdo.ID3n. 

Diabetes, Bright's disease, asthma, and hay-fever are 

frequently mimicked. In the surgical field the various 

joint diseases of the spine and limbs, including even 

atrophy of the muscles, are classically known to be 

imitated by f'unotional diseases, and pseudo-appendicitis 

ot a neurotio oharaoter is quite common. 1.fany are the 

oases or suoh neurosrs, mistakenly diagnoses as true 

appendicitis, that have been operated upon, only to find 

a nor!Dal.. appendix; and the SEID.a is true or other organs . 

In the nervous system every sort of organic disease ne.y be 

mimicked. Even funoti onal epilepsy oc ours, and may be verJi 

difficult to distinguish from true epilepsy. The examples 

of f'unoti onal diseases of all the various organs of the 

body mimicking true organic disease that I have seen in 

the course or a long p:3 riod or general and neurological 

pre.otioe have been many. 

1tThen we have the great field or psycho­

neuroses, in which are included ao-oalled traumatic 

neurosis, 'shell-shook,' neurasthenia, hysteria, and 

psyohasthenia, expressing themselves in inability to adapt 

to the enTironment and demands or lite. 

")(any are the cases which have been treated 

with druga, and other forms or physical therapy, and banal 
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advice without ot course the slightest beneficial results, 

when a real understanding of the case and the proper therapy 
easily 

needed would/have restored the patient to health. And 1X>o 

often it is only after their bank accounts have dwindled 

to nothing, and they have beoome ino&pe.oi tated for their 

lit'e•s ocoupation that they have turned at last to the 

speo1al_1s t."" 

Now, if' shrines and relics and saints 

actually oan perform the service of healing for an 

individuai, ought we to go baok to them? Ought we need to 

go back to the Middle Ages? ~ortunately, or unfortunately, 

that is no longer possible. Our soientific training will 

not permit us to have that overwhelming t'ai th fn these 

days, and unless there 1s the overwhelming faith they are 

absolutely valueless. T'O the ignorant, to the illiterate, 

to the man who has he.d no scientific training, these 

things are still possible. To the educated, to the 

ac1ent1fioall.y trained, these things are no looger 

possible. 

What remains for such people is psychiatry, -­

tlult new science of helping the individual who is troubled 

with suoh funot1 onal disorders, to help himself, by probing 

and laying bare his suboonsoious l.it'e. And what remains 

for modern man 1a rai th in God, 1r he can have that faith. 

The man ot today will no longer believe in the efficacy 

ot a shrine or a relic, but he can believe absolutely that 

-11.-
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"The Lord is my shepherd, I shall. not want." "Yea, though 

I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, r shall 

:rear no evil., for Thou art with me." He can sti 11 be 11 eve 

that this benefioent Tntelligenoe which is the ord, this 

dynamio life energy which is God, may touch his life and 

he:lp him. 

That is possible to those of great faith. 

That is not possible to those of little faith. The modern 

man will not be beguiled or persuaded by any mystioai 

philosophy to believe that there is no reality to natter, 

or pain, or evil; that all. disease, :f'unotional and organio, 

are the result of false thinking, and that all ailments 

aan be oured by driving out the so-oalled rrortal mind. 

Undoubtedl.y, this type of thinking has helped many people. 

r don ft question it. But here again the evidenoe or 

heal.ing 1s no proof of the innate truth of the doctrine-, 

any more than the evidence or healing at St. Anne de 

Beaupre or at Malden is evidence of the miraauioua 

power of those plaoea~ cure, and it is the individual's 

bel.1et and faith in the idea, in the philosophy, in the 

object, in the saint, and in the thing itself that effects 

the desired oure. 

Modern man lives in a world or matter, and 

pain, and evil; he will try to surmunt them, but he is 

unable to deny them. The most serious thing in all this 

matter or taith cures, to my mind, is th1a, my friends: 

-12-



that it oontuses faith healing and rel1g1im; that it has 

a tendenoy to· make people look upon religion as a healing 

oult, as a thing for sick people. Religion is meant as 

much for the normal and the healthy as it is for the 

abnormal.. and the sick. The minute a church becomes an 

adjunet ot the Battle Creek Sanitarium, it is no longer a 

churoh. Religion has to do with the relation of man to 

God, etf man to his tellowmEn·. Religion has to do with 
. 

human conduct, with human sooi al. relationship~ with 

questions of" right and truth and goodness and hol.iness. 

The whole business of religion, as r 

see it, is to teach people to transcend themselves, their 

deficiencies, their ail.Ioonts, their wants, and to think 

of other things besides themselves and their i.mt1ediate 

wants. The whole business of religion is to tea.oh people 

to strive after ideals, even at the cost of pain. The 

task or religion, my friends, is to drive out those vioea 

which make life mean and ugl:y, which have nothing to do 

with our phystol.ogy,--greed, sel.fishness, cruelty, hate, 

jealousy,--those vioes which keep us from building upon 

this earth the Kingdom or God. Those religions which 

1.ay all emphasis upon ·maladies and their cure, distort 

this picture, and unconaciously undermi~e the real effect­

iveness of the moral. social message or religion. 

When the great prophet Micah defined 

religion he did it not in terms or physical. therapeutics, 



but in terms or moral and spiritual val~s. ~au hast 

been told, o man, what is good and what the Lord doth 

require or thee: oniy to do justly, and to love mercy, 

and to wal.k humbiy with thy God.~ And when the great 

Hillel was asked to sum up in one pithy phrase the whole 

or his religion, he too did it not in terms or health and 

sickness, of bodil.y strength or bodily weakness, but in 

terms of a tremendous ethical mandate,--which has nothing 

to do With the afflictions to which the human body is heir. 

"Love thy neighbor as thysel~. This is the whole of the 

law; the rest is commenuary. Proceed and study." 

so that when people come to me, my friends, 

and tell me that this one has been oured at this shrine, 

and this one has been oured at that shrine or church, 

frankly, I am not 1.nipressed. I • happy for that person, 

but that 1s al.l. I am concerned with religion primarily, 

and not with medicine. I am oonoerned with giving people 

a way of life in terms or ideals, :tn terms or moral conduct, 

in terms or fine sociaL aspirations. That is my religion. 

The res.t r am q u1 te content to leave to those who, in this 

age of ours, are entrusted with the prime responsibility ot 

investigating sickness and of finding cures for them, --our 

physioiana:; those who study the human body, and thoae who 

study the bumen psychosis. Real healing must come from thent, 

and they perhaps are performing as greatly a rel1g1cns 

aerv1oe as those who prooiaim mystical dootrinea about the 
unreality of sickness, when sickness is rampant and devestattng~• ~-~ 

---===- -oo-
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ra1,11,.au.re• are among the oldea, phenomena of nanldnd. Blallq •••• ■-111 ■ 

u4 det,tlf• ex•eted •••••••Ir •eag Id! Jfl'OJ!@ •• •••a, er, hiatono 

religion boaa,■ of it• tapl.e1, rellca or •alnta who performed m1racu1 ... healing. > 

To call all repor,ed 1n1tanaea of falth.-cure1 in thl pa■' and pre-,, nper­

a,1t1oa l• to t.ice a dogmatic and uncritical po■ itlon. 4!9 •11 nil tho rer••••I 

• There 1• no dout in the world that ~ ha Te bem cured 'b7 faith. 

It 1• the tuk of critical reaearch to d.lacoYer the cauae1 of tbeae cure■ when t1-7 

h Te been founyupon lnve■tigatlon, to be authentic. 

le on the nbJec,. lt. and orthodox 

NTer laTe■t1&&,1on la Jiac1e of the maladlea whloh 7leld to faltb.,.auna 

it 1• found th&, in a1moa, e-Ye17 1na,anoe the7 are not organ.lo ln1.t functional. 

~• pa7ch1c dieturlaance or malac!Jutment ln an 1ndlv1cb1al prod.110•• an lJT•t•rlo 

contraolure which manlf•••• 1 ,aelt in ao• tUDc tional dlaorcler. The•• d1aorclera 

ma., take the form of deatne••• dialme••• bllndn••• or p &17•1•. TbaJ ma, 

reaem,1• al.moat azq organic dleeaae. 

It baa 'been danonatrate4 tba, such functional malad1•• an curable •1 thou 

drop or aargH7. Thia la the 1mderl71Dg th••1• of JIOdem pa,cho-ther&PJ. Aa owr­

powerlng auggeetlon, the ~c impu].•• of a new hope or the nd.4• lDJ'Uh of a 

great fal\h, will r•l-• the tenaioa which bu anarlecl up tba pa7cho-plqaloal. llte 

ot the il1d1Tldual and will re tore h1m to normal health. 'rba ageno7 which oauN 

thl• cur t1Te at1mulat1on 1• cpite imnatffial, jut ■o the nb.1ec\ hu an OTer-

wbei.lnc faith 1n lt. It m1q be a ahr1ne, a relic, a living or dead aalnt, a 

7,f f ~ , theo110pli., or t.ba atrong pG'90D"Ut7 of p•1c1-. 

~ cue■ °Da.t tha fal\h ln-,,,,,,,,..,i/. 

I\ 1• no, tba •M~ 
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or the modern educa\e4 man/ faith 1n th• healing power ot relica, ahrlnaa
1
118 . 

aain /\1• quite impoaaibt.. Bia ecientlflc \raining 1• againat it. Hia ■ind 

will not give th t unqueationing a.aaent t d t which m • a faith-oar• po aible. 

t remalna for the modern man u tM moat promlat.ng aource of h &1 lng ln the 

realm of functional diaordera la pa,chlatr7 and tho•• men\al aclenc • which t17 

to , at the root of dlaturbancea through the act.entif'lc tecbnlqu of prold.ng 

and la,lng 'ban th• aub-conaciou llf• of tba lnd1T1dual where the root■ of mach 

of the trouble lie. Be7ond tha\ there l• nothiDg but lmpllclt fa1\h 1n God. 

OU abould not, howenr, contue religion. with the art of healing. ellglon ~,. 
l• 1ntuda4 aa l?lWlh for the normal -, d rha I I alls w I aa for tbt a tnormal and &. 

Rellgi n 1• a •8¥ of llf• md bu to do •1th problema of hUIIIBZl oomtu,. ~ 

prima17 flm.Ction ot religion la to teach •n how to conquer tho•• Tice■ which 

are coD1110n to 11 ■ &JI peopla - ultlalme■-, grNcl.~ and blgot17. en 

all men p~alcall.7 90Ud, religion would at111 le.Te lla chief obJeotlTea to attain.. 

A chm'ch 1• not a aanitarlwn. It la place ot t lcal p.idance and inaplratloa • 

fas s 71 &. 
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MIRACLES AND M DICI 

PATIENT asked me. the other day, ''D ctor, do you 
bel~e in miracle ? '' I smiled and aid • 'Y . . . and 

.. . no . . . it all depend . '' And the pati nt re­

marked ''Well I think s too." What conomy f 

words, and ... thought. Later I opened my dictionary. 

What is a Miracle? 

The Standard Dictionary told me that 'miracle' mean 1 
Any event apparently transcending the pow r of ordinary nat­
ural agencies; an event not attributable to known natural pow­
ers. (2) An event in the natural world but out of th e tabli hcd 
order, and possible only by the inten·cntion and xertion of di­
vme power. 

What is a Religious Mlracle? 

As the latter is theologic, I referred to an authority -in that 
field, for a more complete definition. In Hodge· Quciin f 
Theology a miracle is I) an event curring in th physical 
world capable of being discerne·d and discriminat d, by the 
bodily senses of human witnesses 2) of such character that 
it can be rationally referred to no other cause than th immediat 
volition of God, 1 , accompanying a religious teacher, and dc­
si ncd to authenticate his divine commission and th truth 
of His message. 

1 Great Cardinal on Miracles 

Then to Cardinal Newman and hi very interesting rr­
ligiou autobiography" Apologia pro vita sua: 

.. Now as to miracles. Catholics believe thcv happ n in 
any a{Te of tl_e Church, though not for the same purposes, in the 
same number, or with the same evidence as in 2oostolic tim s .. 
Since generally they are granted to faith and prayer, therefore in • 
;"t country in which faith and prayer abound, they will be rnor 
likely to occur than ·where and when faith and prayer are not: 
o that their occurrence is irregular. And further, as faith and 

prayer obtain miracles, so still more commonly do they 0 ain 
from above the ordinary interventions of Providence: and, as it 
i often very difficult to distinguish between providence and a 
miracle, and there will be more providence than miracles, hence 



it will happen that many occurrences will be called miraculous, 
which stnctly speakin,gt are not such, and not more than prov-
1dential ·graces.' ' 

Evid,enee Cardinal Requires 

The Cardinal continues: ''Persons who believe all this 
in accordance with Catholic teachings, as I did and do, they, on 
the report of a miracle, will of necessity, and the necessity of 
good logic, be led to say, first, 'It may be/ and secondly, 'but I 
must have good evidence in order to believe.' It may be, because 
miracles take place in all ages; it must be clearly proved, because 
after aH it may be only providential mercy, or an exaggeration, 
or a mistake, or an imposture ... :· 

The natural tendency of his mind is often spoken of as 
skeptical. He held that, apart from an interior and unreasoned 
conviction there is no cogent proof of God. He had the necessary 
interior conviction. But so far as the rest of the world is con­
cerned, bis teachings amount to this: that the man who has not 
this interior conviction has no choice,, but to remain an agnostic, 
while the man who has it ·is bound to sooner or later become a 
Roman Catholic. 

~ir Oliver Lodge's Belief's 

In this connection it is interciSting to, note the belief of a 
recognized great English scientist, Sir Oliver Lodge, that life 
cannot be explained by force. • 'Life may be something im­
material, something outside our present categories of matter and 
energy: as real as they are, but different, and utilizing them for 
its own purpose.'' 

I then consulted critical minds, both in and out of the 
church, who had labored with the problem. For example. 
but I had better let these men talk for themselves: 

John Stuart Mill on Miracles 

John Stuart Mill. English philosopher and economist says: "to 
constitute a miracle. a phenomenon must take place without hav­
ing been preceded by any antecedent phenomenal conditions. 
sufficient again to reproduce it . . . The test of a miracle is, ~ere 
there present in the case, such external conditions, such secondary 
causes we may call them, that whenever these conditions, or 
causes reappear, the event will be reproduced. If there were. it 
is not a miracle; if there were not, it is." 



Spinoza, Einstein, and Miracles 

When the existence of God is denied (atheism) t or His 
nature is declared to be unknowable {agnosticism) or He is 
identified with nature itself (pantheism), or He is so <listing ... 
uished from the world, that His action is excluded from the 
course of nature ( deism) , miracle is necessarily denied. Thus 
Spinoza, (and Einstein) identifying God and nature, declares 
that nnothing happens in nature which is in contradiction with 
its universal laws.'' It is only the theistic view of God, as 
personal power, that is as free will, ever present and ever act:iv 
in the world, which leaves room for miracles. 

Huxley versus Hume t., • 1 

Thomas Henry Huxley the English biologist, (with Charle 
Darwin (Theory of Evolution) probably the leading scientist 
of the nineteenth century) , was a Fellow of the Royal College of 
Surgeons, Geologist, Naturalist. He served on ten Royal Com­
missions. dealing in every case with subjects of great importance, 
in many, of the graves,t moment to the community. He held 
and filled with invariable dignity and distinction, more public 
positions than have perhaps ever fallen to the lot of a scientific 
man in England. He had- not the smallest respect for authority 
as a basis for belief., scientific or otherwise. 

Huxley, Mira~les, and Prayer 

Hume, the English philosopher had defined a miracle as 
"'a violation of the law of nature." Huxley refused to accept 
this. He asserts that "the conception of the constancy of the 
order of nature has become the dominant idea of modern 
thought. . . Whatever may be man's speculative doctrines, it 
is quite certain that every intelligent person guides · his life and 
risks his fortune upon the belief that the order of nature 
is constant, and that the chain of natural causation is never 
broken." He adds however, 0 it by no means necessarily follows, 
that we are justified in expanding this generalizatton into the 
infinite past." While on the one hand, he insists that "the 
whole fabric of practical life is built upon our faith in its con­
tinuity,'' on the other hand "nobody can presume to say what 
the order of nature must be';'' this • 'knocks the bottom out of 
all 'a priori' objections either to ordinary 'miracles' or to the 
efficacy of prayer." 



.. If by the term miracles, we mean extremely wonderful 
events, there can be no just ground for denying the possibility 
of that occurrence." Assuming the chemical elements to be ag­
gregates of uniform primitive matter, he saw no more theoretical 
difficulty in water being turned to alcohol, in the miracle at 
Gana, than in sugar undergoing a similar conversion. The 
credibility of miracles with Huxley is a question of evidence. He 
was cautious in expressing himself, when others so often con­
fidently denied the possibility of miracles: "If a dead man did 
come to life, the fact would be evidence, not that any law of 
nature had been violated, but that these laws, even when they 
express the results of a very long and uniform experience, are 
necessarily based on incomplete knowledge, and are to be held 
only on grounds of more or less justifiable expectation." 

"It may be remarked, that a scientific explanation is de­
structive of the supernatural character of a miracle, and that the 
demand for evidence may be so framed, and conditioned, as to 
preclude the credibility of any historical event. 

Hume on Miracles 

David Hume, English philosopher, historian, and political 
economist, in his essay On Miracles, has been the standard au ... 
thority of those denying the occurrence of miracles. Regardless 
of one's views, it is a remarkable document. Quoting does it an 
injustice. It will well repay reading. It is interesting. for in 
his own lifetime there occurred in the city of Paris, a series of 
miracles, in which he could put his theories to the test. 
In the cemetery of St. Medard, in Paris, was buried a young 
Jansenist deacon. of singularly holy life, Francois de Paris. All 
sorts of miraculous cures were reported to have been worked 
at his tomb. -

Hume and Priest's Tomb 

Quoting Hume: "There surely never was a greater num­
ber of miracles ascribed to one person, than those which were 
lately said to have been wrought in France upon the tomb of 
~bbe Paris, the famous Jansenist, with whose sanctity the people 
we-re so long deluded. The curing of the sick, giving hearing 
to the deaf, and sight to the blind were everywhere talked of as, 
the usual effects of the holy sepulchre. But what is more extra­
ordinary, many of the miracles were immediately proved on the 
spot, before judges of unquestioned integrity, attested by wit­
nesses of credit and distinction, in a learned a~e, and on the 
most eminent theatre that is now in the world. Nor is that 



all; a relation of them was published and disper d ev rywher : 
nor were learned bodie , supported by the civil magi tratc , and 
determined enemies to those opinion in wh se favour the 
miracles were said to have been wrought, ever able to di tinctl y 
refute them. Where shall we find such a number of circum tanc 
agreeing to th corroboration of on fact ." Th urr d 
about 173 7) . 

TJ1rough Book to Dungeon 

The evidence Hume quotes, is from a book about whi h 
he remarks: " This book was writ by Mon . M ntgcron 
counsellor or judge of the parliament of Pari , a man of figur 
and character, who also was a martyr to the cau e, and i n 
said to be somewhere in a dungeon on account of hi b k." 
" Many of the miracles of Abbe Paris were proved immediately, 
by witnesses before the officiality or bishop's court, at Pari , 
under the eye of Cardinal Noailles, whose character for integrity 
and capacity was never contested even by his cnemie . " " Hi 
successor in the archbishopric was an enemy of the Jans ni t 
and for that reason promoted to the See, by th ourt. Y t 
twenty -two rectors, of Paris, with infinite carnestnes pr him 
to examine the miracles, which they a rt to b) kn wn t th ' 
whole world, and indisputably certain ; but he wi l f rb r . " 

Politics versus Miracle 

The political party in control " tried to discredit the witne -
cs ... But, besides that their proceedings were in many r spc t 
the most irregular in the world, particularly in citing nl y a fe, 

f the Jansenist witnesses, wh9m they tampered with ; b id . 
this ... they soon found themselves overwhelmed by a cloud f 
new witnesses, one hundred and twenty of them , mo t of th m 
pcrs ns of credit and ubstance in Pari , wh av credit f r 
th miracl ." 

Frenclt Police Investigate 

' ' All who have been in France about that time hav hrlrd 
f the reputation of Mons. Herault, the Lieutenant of Polic , 

who e vigilance, penetration, activity, and extensive intelligenc . 
have been much talked of. This magistrate, who by the natur 
f his office. is almost absolute, was invested with full pow r , 
n purpose, to suppress or discredit these mirac1r , and he 

freqt ently seized immediately, and examined witne scs and 
·ub iects of them: but never could reach anything satisfactor, :­
against them .·· 



lie. Thibaut ver us De Sylva, M. D. 

"In the Ca e of Mademoiselle Thibaut, he sent the famous 
D Sylva to examine her, whose evidence is very curious. The 
physician d dares that it was impossible she could have been 
· ill, as proved by witness s; because it was impossible she 
could, in so short a time, hav recovered so perfectly as he found 
her. He reasoned, like a man of sense, from natural causes; but 
the opposite party told him that the whole was a miracle, and 
that his evid nee was the very be t proof of it." The party in 
power • •wer in a ad dil mma. They durst not assert the ab-

I ut in ufficiency of human evidence to prove a miracle. They 
w re obliged to say, that the e miracles wer wrought by witch­
craft and th devil." 

King and Que n Foil d 

In n instanc th "Qu n Reg nt of France who was ex­
tr m 1 prejudi d. . . nt her own physician to examine the 
miracle, wh returned, an absolute convert ... '' "had 1t been 
a cheat, it had certainly been detected by such agacious and 
pow rful antagoni ts." "Th church yard was shut by th 
~ina' edict." 
Hum ay .. And what hav w t o po to such a c1oud of 
,.,itne c , but the, bsolut impos ibilit or miraculous natur f 
th v~nts which th re)at . ' 

Tho who fear being convinced by a reading of Hume, 
ill be doubly warned, by the following estimate of this great 

man, by that notable English historian, and essayist, Macaulay: 
"Hume is an accomplished advocate ... Everything that is offered 
on th other side is scrutinized with the utmost severity; every 
su piciou circum tanc is ground for argument and invective; 
what cannot be denied i extenuated, or passed by without 
n tic : conce sion ar ev n sometimes made; but this insidiou 
candour nl increa e th effect of the vast ma s of ophistry.' 

lia "Fun tional Di ea " 

Many physicians when confronted with vidence of real 
cure , through 'faith', remark, "Well it was only a functional 
di a . " A functional disease, according to the medical die­
ti nar , i, a disea e manife ted by disorder in the functions of 



•the several organs or tissues, but in which no lesion or change 
in structure can be determined. A striking example would be 
the paralysis of a limb in a person that on up rficial xamina 
tion, may or may not seem hysterical; with bone, musde, t n­
don. blood vessels, and nervest seemingly unchanged, yet th 
patient is crippled. For practical purposes, the cripple u s th 
s2me kind of crutch, whether or not the disca e i • call d 'fun -
tional: 
The opinions of medical authorities on 'functi n 1 di a • • 
and their cure is interesting: 

eurologic Society Head Admits Cur 

FRANCIS X. DERCUM, A.M., .D., Ph.D., Profc 
of Nervous and Mental Diseas s, Jeff crson Med~..: 1 oil 
Philadelphia, Ex-President of American urological S i 
'Member of the Neurological Societies of Pari , Vi nna. 

curologist, Philadelphia General Hospital. 
"In the faith cure the essential feature is the ugg stion to th 
patient, or bv the patient himselL of the ab ence f vari u • 
ymptoms, which he p:resents .• , The technical name, rather for ­

bidding, is • negative haUucination ." '"That pow rful r ult 
. .. can ... be induced . .. we have already se n. " " um ·r u 
cases of striking results achieved by faith "" , Jr, up n r rd ... 
deafness, dumbness, traumatic paral y • 

Psychologists and Cured Cripples 

PIERRE JANET, M.D. Professor of Psychology in th 
Coltege de France. Director of the P ycbological Laboratory in 
the Clinic of the Saltpetriere. In his lectures on hystcriat a func~ 
tional dise"'se, given by invitation at Harvard Medical School 
ays: "the production of a contracture requires ... some emo• 

tion . . . It is the same with the cure of these contractures; in 
certain cases they persist indefinitely. I have two cases which 
lasted for thirty years. In other cases, they are suddenly cured 
through influences that are incomprehensible, if one does not take 
into account imagination and emotion.,, 
• 'Th se diseases are among those which make the fortune of 
religious relics and miraculous springs. When you hear a story 
about a cripple with hard shrivelled legs, twisted body, wh 
rolled to the spring in a low carriage, and got up again bearing 
away his carriage on his shoulders, you need not have the least 
hesitation in pronouncing the case one of h teric contracture " 



" .. . I recommend you to read the admirable book of Carr~ de 
Montgeron on the miracles wrought in the cemetery of Saint 
Medard on the tomb of Deacon Paris, 173 7 .It 

~acred Spot and Professor of Psychiatry 

MITH ELY JELLIFFE, M.D., Ph. D., Formerly Pro­
fessor of Psychiatry, Fordham University, Formerly Professor of 
Diseases of Mind and Nervous System, New York Post Gradu­
ate School and Hospital. Editor of Journal of Nervous and 
Mental Disease. Referring to the treatment of the functional 
disease, hysteria, he says: " Its dynamic nature, as that is un­
derstood today, explains also the method of sensational, " mira-
ulous" cure which has not yet passed out of possibility. Any-­

thing that will slowly or suddenly alter the form of the striv­
ing for the active cravings and through confidence. "faith", 
open the personality into outgoing channels, such as a trusted 
or loved object offers to every human being. can make an oc-
a ion for a cure. ' 

'' . .. suggestion, the presence of a ''divine'' person or a 
sacred spot, or the sudden 1event . . . are all only opportunities 
for this personality to assert itself in new ways~ which better 
fit the demands of the real world upon the personality." 

Danger in Cures 

" There exists a danger ·in aH these methods ... A seeming 
·ure may be effected in regard to a portion of the personality .. . 
with later new symptom or groups of symptoms. This is 
particu1arl y evidenced in • 'brutalityn or "third degree" meth-

ds . . . These medieval and barbaric ways of .. chasing the devi]" 
out of the patient by command, harshness, vile medicines, elec­
trical tortures tc ... real1y do not cure the patient: they drive 
Lhe disorder. into oth r more settled forms. They are stupid 
proccdur . manating from stupid and cruel personalities. • 

0 ler on Conf e sion and Miracle~ 

IR WILLIAM OSLER, Bt., M.D. F.R.S., Fellow of 
the Royal CoHege of Physicians, Professor at O .. dord University, 
John Hopkin University, etc., whose text book, Practice of 
Medicine, is one of the most widely used books in medical 
rh ol . A Life of Osler, by Harvey Cushing. famed in brain 
urgcry . Professor of Surgery, at Harvard, received the Pulitzer 

• Priz · 



Discussing certain functional diseases Osler says: ''The 
use of religious ideas and practices has come into vogue in various 
forms, as Christian Science, Mental Healing, etc. It is an old 
story. In all ages, and in all lands, the prayer of faith, to us 
the words of St. James, has healed the sick; and we must re­
member that amid the Aesculapian cult, the most elaborate and 
beautiful system of faith healing the world has seen, scientific 
medicine took its rise. As a profession, consciously or uncon­
sciously, more often the latter, faith has been one of our mo t 
valuable assets, and Galen expressed a great truth when he said 
"He cures most successfully in whom the people have the great­
est confidence." It is in these cases of neurasthenia, psychasthe­
uia, the weak brothers, and weaker sisters, that the personal 
character of the physician comes into play, and once let him gain 
the confidence of the patient, he can work the same miracles as 
Our Lady of Lourdes, or Ste. Anne de Beaupre. Three elements 
are necessary: first, a strong personality in whom the individual 
has faith: Christ, Buddah, Aesculapius (in the days of Greece , 
one of the saints, or what has served the common humanity 
very well, a physician. Secondly, certain accessories: a shrine, a 
sanctuary, the services of a temple, or for u~, a hospital or its 
equivalent, with a skillful] nurse. Thirdly, suggestion, either, of 
the "only believe," "feel it/' "will it 0 attitude of mind, which 
is the essence of every cult and creed, or he active belief in the 
assurance of the physician that health i ithin reach." 

" ... giving vent to one's secrets d confessions are well 
known abreactions.'' 

Crowd Psychology and JeMJs 

The suggestibility of large crowds is markedly greater than 
that of individuals, and to this and the greater faith, must be 
attributed the greater successes of the fashionable places of 
pilgrimage. The bible student will recall a confirmation of this, 
from the bible. Two notable cures are credited to Jesus, on the 
western side of the lake. In each of these cures, prominence is 
given to the requirement and reward of faith-that is to say, 
of personal confidence in the Healer: "Thy faith hath made thee 
whole." and "Fear not, only believe." After this Jesus passed 
away from the enthusiastic crowd by the lake to visit His own 
little town, Nazareth, and to find there a natural incredulity, 
in regard to one whom they knew as the carpenter. Once more 
we come across a mysterious limitation of His powers: "He 
could not do there any miracle," save the cure of a few sick; and 
he marvelled because of their want of faith. 



"
61Functional Disease" - Negleeted Orphan -------, 

MORTON PRINCE, A.B., M.D., LL. D., Professor 
Emeritus of Nervous Diseases, Tufts College Medical School. 
Professor of Abnormal and Dynamic Psychology, Harvard 
University, whose contributions to science are noted in the En­
cyclopedia Brittanica, wrote a paper not long ago, on the need 
for instruction in functional diseases in medical schools: 

''It is curious that few, if any, medical schools include 
systematic instruction in the functional diseases in their cur­
riculum ... It has been estimated, that from 50 o/o to 75 % of 
the cases that the general practitioner meets, are of this class 
and they include nearly every form of bodily and mental dis­
turbances, of major and minor degree. Indeed the symptoms of 
near! y every organic diseaset barring infectious diseases, may be 
mimicked by a pure I y function al disease" . . . 

• Of course, within certain limits, in each branch of organic 
medicine, the func • onal disturbances, as of the heart and lungs, 
i dwelt upon to a gn?at 1er or lesser extent, but the systematic 
instruction in the f nctional disturbances of the whole organ ... 
ism, it must be recog: ized, is entifely neglected." 

''Only" A Funetional Disease • 

• 'The organi,c diseases that may be mimicked, may be those 
of the heart, lungs, the gastro-intestinal tract, kidneys, and 
even tumors of the brain and the abdomen. Diabetes~ Bright's 
disease, asthma, and hay-fever are frequently mimicked. In the 
surgical field the various joint diseases of the spine and limbs,. 

/ including even atrophy of the muscles. are classically known 
to be imitated by functional diseases, and pseudo-appendicitis of 
a neurotic character is quite common. Many are the cases of 
such neurosis,. mistakenly diagnosed as true appendicitis, that 
have -been operated upon, only to find a normal appendix; and 
the same is true of other organs. In the nervous system, every 
sort of organic disease may be mimicked. Even functional epilep­
sy occurs, and may be very difficult to distinguish from true 
epilepsy. The examples of functional diseases of all the various 
organs of the body mimicking true organic disease that I h~ve 
seen in the course of a long period of general and neurological 
practice ... have been many" ,. .. 



'Then we have the great field of the psycho-ncurose , in 
which are included so-called traumatk neurose , .. hell-shock." 
neurasthenia, hysteria, and psychasthenia, expressing thems Ive 
in . . . inability to adapt to the environment and demand of 
life." 

"Again there are the multiform heterogenous disturbances 
of functions, without name, which every practitioner meets in 
practice. Many of these are of minor character it is true: but 
they are incapacitating just the same.· 

The Harvard Professor's Secret 

HPain of various kinds, imitating that of organic disease 
but of a purely functio:-ial character is particularly common 
and misleading. The same is true of digestive and intestinal dis­
turbances. A for mer professor of the Harvard Medical School 
who specialized in the field, and had an enormous practice, ad­
mitt,ed to me after several years of experience, that 9 5 o/t of his 
patients suffered from purely functional disturbances of the 
gastro-intestinal tract' . . . 

'AU these f.unct~o.nal \I. 'iisturban~es have proved aJ~old mine 
to ... so called pract1t10ne~ of the trr gular schools. . .. 

Too Late - Too Late 

' Many are the cases which have been treated with drug , 
and other forms of physical therapy, and banal advice without 
of course the slightest beneficial results, when a real understand­
ing of the case and the proper therapy needed, would have easily 
restored the patient to health. And too often it is only after 
their bank accounts have dwindled to nothing, and they have 
become incapacitated for their life's occupation that they have 
turned at last to the specialist.'' ... 

Father Powers - "Feeling Better" 

I have studied ca ref ull y, the cases of several indi ,.iciua l st 
alleged to have been 'miraculously' cured at the grave of ather 
Powers, at the Holy Cross Cemetery in Malden. satisfied my-
elf that striking recoveries were effected. When one notes the 

occasional striking cur,e, one cannot logically den.y the possibil­
ity of an inprovement of lesser degree. Whe~ therefore, a faith­
ful pilgrim re9orts "feeling better,'' there may be no occasion 
for sophisticated indulgent smiling. 



egative Evidence 

On the other hand there is offered as proof against any 
'cures', the evidence of 'fan exaggeration, or a mistake, or an 
imposture.'' This possibility is admitted, in fact is the very 
language quoted above, from Cardinal Newman. But such 
cases are negative evidence, and do not contradict actual 'cures.· 

Even in the field of science one finds occasional faulty use 
of negative evidence. In general· paralysis of the insane, not a 
rare disease, it had been long suspected that the brain was affect­
ed by the germ or spirochete of syphilis. Scientist~ the world 
over. had trained their microscopes, on the brains of victims, dead 
of this dread disease. And without result. At such a time it was 
not difficult to find an individual who was quite positive the 
spirochete was not present in the brain. He could off er the 
evidence of all the most eminent. that they had examined, by all 
the known methods of science, and had not found it. Then 
up spoke a little Jap, "I have found the spirochete in the brain." 
Not only did he assert, but he showed others how they them­
selves, could see. The negativ1e evidence, of four dozen or four 
thousand who failed to see, 1carri1es no weight, against one 

oguchi, who succeeded, in seeing, and proved it. 

l\lore egative Evidence 

A few years a,go, I worked under a neurologist and psy­
chiatrist, who for almost forty years, had been developing 
and testing an idea. He was a poor, modest, devout Catholic 
of Vienna. I heard his wife complain of their genteel poverty. 
While he labored, generation after generation of physicians, 
had been taught, that general paralysis of the insane, was in­
curable. Treatment after treatment, had failed. A hundred 
thousand brains, rottin~ in asylums, a hundred thousand graves, 
noisily and mutely, testified to it's incurability. One day, I con­
gratulated my chief. His treatment, that actually stavs the 
course of qeneral paralysis of the insane had won for him the 
Nobel Priz . The negative evidc11ce of all the failures, carries 
no weight in judoing the successful Wagner-Jauregg. 

f 1aith and Organic Di ease 

As to the value of faith as an aid to medicine in the cure 
of diseJ~es that are not functional, one need not quote all the 
~rcat men in medicine from Galen to Osler. One need only refer 



to one's family physician in hi handling, let u ay, of me 
acute infectious diseasc,i. He values the cheerful optimi m of the 
helpful nurse, and deplores that of th depressing. In a critical 
~rage, with the flame of life burning low, all done that mcdicin 
can do, he docs not ignore th~ val uc of faith and hope. H can 
not measure its value as he would a drug. But he know that 
in many such cases, his mere un poken cxprc ion of de pair. r ad 
by the patiept, might snuff that patient's lif . \\Th r, a , hi 
confidence, caught by the patient, and through faith in him, be-
-come hope, may win the fight. In the c tw ituation , th 
patients have each received all the hen fit of mcdicin , v t. 
... one dies ... one lives. So that. in thcs two imilar ca e . 
faith or lack of faith, mu t be considered the d ciding influence 
between life and death. 

How Miracles Work 

How this miracle is wrought .; .how the emotions can aff ct 
the heal th; how certain mental conditions a.ff ect ccrtai n gland 
of the body, so that they vary the substanc1es poured into the 
blood stream; how these in turn aff ct h alth. These ar am ng 
the problems now being .studied by m n in differ nt fi Id of 
cience such for example as Alfred Adler', the psychologi t of 

Vienna, and Professor Cannon,. the pbysiologi t. f Harvard 
And the farther the trail is followed the mor miraculou th~ 
wonders that come to view. 

eless Advice 

Folks remark. "These p ople visiting brines, could b 
very well cared for by phy icians." Mo t physicians would 
admit, that even with the wonderful hos9itals exi ting today, 
the staffs of the hospitals •might be hard put, to make the pain -
taking studie , and treat effectively, all the per on uffering 
f,.om functional diseases. In the Journal of Medicine and 
St1 .. gery. the Chief of Social Service, of one of the best ho pital 
i"n Bo ton a city eemingly well supplied with hospital ) 
writ s. in referring to just one group of functional di ease : 
.. Increased facilities for medical care of the e ca es i the ob­
vious conclusion, and ohysicians have clamored for ho -
pitals ... " 



hen Miracle Fail 

As to being treated privately, the patient might, if well 
informed, visit some neurologist and psychiatrist. Most cases 
r quire a thorough medical exa~ination as p~rt of the specialist' 
e amination, and a sympathetic, psycholog1c study and treat­
ment, of the whole individual. If the specialist is a very busy 
man h can not devote the time and energy often required, to 
·ff ct a cure. 

Pliysicians at Shrine 

Most of the sick who visit a shrine to obtain a cure, have 
had the benefit of a recent medical examination. But there are 
many who have not been so favored, or who have not had the 
advantage of a specialist's examination, that their case may 
need. To help these, it would seem a work of charity to provide, 
as I am told is done at Ste. Anne de Beaupre, a preliminary 
medical examination. With such an arrangement the patient • 
might avoid neglecting some condition that might very well be 
helped by medical science. 

There would be no weakening of faith. Medical science 
i not all powerful. Medical examinations should be in charge 
of phy ician , who have a sympathetic understanding 
of human nature. uch men kno the value of faith in 
aiding cures. Wisely, they will not, in their medical ministra-
tions, weaken the faith of the patient without supplying a bet­
ter ubstitute. Such physicians, will at the same time, not let 
the pati nt s faith, leave neglected, the aid that am;wers the 
cientific prayers of physician pharmacist, hospital, and nur e. 

r 

o Conflict 

With the great men of science admitting there is no in­
compatibility between science and the essentials of religion. With 
th leaders in m dicine admitting the power of faith to effect 
~articular cures. With the great Huxley cautiously, not deny­
ing the possibility of miracles, but calling for the evidence. With 
Cardinal ewman also, requiring for belief, "good evidence." 
It s ems, there is no conflict between miracles and medicine. To 
belie~ or not believe in miracles, is a matter of definition and 
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