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Within the last year this oountry was 

startled by a series of grewsane and bloody outbreaks in 

a number or prisons,--in Kansas, in Colorado, and lately 

in the Auburn prison of the state of New York, t:te second 

outbreak in ti ve months. In th is last prison the convicts 

suooeeded in gaining control of the prison for more than 

six hours, and only a detachment of state militia With 

maohine guns finally succeeded in quelling the r1 ot, but 

only after eight convicts had been killed and the principal 

keeper of the prison himself was slain, and some twenty 

convicts and guards wounded. 

This series or outbreaks in our penitentiaries 

called attention of our people sharply to conditions within 

our prisons, and it was found that these outbreaks were not 

the results of plots on the part of some 1noaroerated 

individuals, but rather the result or unendurable con di ti ons 

which drove men to desperation. It was found upon investi­

gation that in some or these prisons the prisoners were 

jammed into overcrowded and miserable quarters, poorly fed, 

in many instances denied the opportunity to work, and i.n 

some instances, as in the state of New York, under the 

Baum.es law, denied any ohanoe of ever regaining their 

f'reedan.. 

Some o:r these prison houses were found to be 

a hundred years old, and men were compelled to live in 
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cells seven reet long, three end a half feet wide, seven 

and a half feet h1gh,--to live in them, and sit in them, 

idle, like caged animals. And 1 t was a shock to many or 

us to have these facts brought to our attention, because 

we believed that in our enlightened country, with the advance 

which we had .ade in theoretic penology, these things were 

no longer in existence. 

But, clearly, they are in existence, and, 

clearly, we have not yet passed from the penal phase or 

the treatment of the criminal to the corrective phase . 

. e still think in terms of punishment rather than in terms 

of redemption. The idea of vengeance is still the dominant 

idea in our entire punitive justice; and the country at 

large seems still to be laboring under the delusion 

that increase in crime can be checked by increase in 

the severity or punishment. This delusion is as old as 

mankind is. It has not yet dawned upon many people 

that what is done inside of tm prison walls to the 

prisoner by way or punishment has little to do with the 

decrease or increase of crime outside of the prison walls. 

In contrast to these conditions, which have 

driven inmates of prisons to desperate outbreaks in our 

cotmtry during the last year, I should like to oall your 

attention to the new penal code whioh was recently 

adopted by Prussia, and a similar code recently adopted 

by erloo. The keynote of the new code or Prussia is 
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this: that the offender in prison should be treated like 

an individual, and not like one of a horde, or a mass, 

subjected to a uniform punitive justice. No two criminals 

are alike; no two criminals perpetnting the same criminal 

act are alike. The re is the first of:render. To place him 

in prison with hardened criminals is simply to advance 

him along the road of crime. There is the young criminal, -­

the boy of sixteen or eighteen or twenty, who commits an 

offense against the law. To place him in a prison with 

hardened sinners and repeaters is s1mp1y to destroy him. 

There is the mentaliy deficient and abnormal criminal. 

To punish him is simply to be brutal and beyond shame. 

So that the Prussian system is a d1Yersl.fied 

one,--different institutions for different criminals, 

sentenced to different terms. The criminal is far from 

being pampered. The discipline is rigid and hard; the 

work 1s hard and di ffi cult, but no opportunity is lost 

under this new system to reoondi ti on the prisoner, to 

reconstruct his litet to rebuild him if it is possible to 

rebuild him. The prisoner is constantly under the sur­

veillance or observation or an expert psychiatrist. The 

case ot the prisoner is studied as the family case is 

studied by a social worker; not the particular crime for 

which the man has been imprisoned, but his whole past 

history, his environment, his health conditions, his 

education, his personality, --they are all studied by an 
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expert, vho is there to guide, to reeducate this prisoner, 

if possible. 

And it is interesting to note that under 

this new pena1 code of Prussia, the suggestion hich was 

advanced not long ego by ex-Governor Em! th, of ew York 

State, is actually incorporated into this code. You will 

reoall that Governor Smith mde the suggestion that the 

judge shall never pass sentence. The guilt or innocence 

or the party shall be discovered by the judge or by the 

jury; thereupon, if found guilty, the individual is turned 
. 

over to a committee or experts,--a psychologist, a 

socialist, a criminologist; and that committee thereupon 

enters into the whole history of this man, trying to 

understand what drove this man to commit the crime, if he 

did; what made hilit an outlaw in society. And after 

diagnosising the individual objeotiveiy, it then prescribes 

for him the kind of treatment that is most likely to help 

him, if he can be helped, ad to restore him to society 

after his period or correction is ended. 

And the same plan is incorporated into the 

new Mexican penal oode,--this blckward comtry of Mexico 

has adopted a penal code ~ar in advance of our own. There 

too the offender is turned over to a supreme oouno11 of 

social protection am prevention, which studies the man 

as an individual and which tries to prescribe for him a 

treatment which will help him. The prisoner is not 



/ 

./ 

trsa.ted like a leper, to be cast out from sc>'ciety, but as 

a man who has erred and sinned, as a man who may be saved. 

A state, my friends, which feels no 

responsibility for a man who has sinned, after placing 

him behind prison walls, is an inmoral state. Inhumanity 

to a criminal 1s j ust as sinful as inhumanity to an 

innocent man. A law • such as was passed in New York 

State under the emotional hysteria due to what was looked 

upon as a crime wave,--a law like the Baum.es law, ltlich 

prescribes life sentence without any possibility or 

pardon or restoration to freedom to a man convicted for 

the fourth time, is, to m:y mind, one of the most vicious 

and brutal and stupid or laws. To deny a man any hope or 

freedom is worse than to eleotrocute him. As long as 

lite is left in a criminal there must be lef't al.so the 

chance or freedom. To deny the man that one chance is to 

drive him to any and every measure or desperation within 

the prison that is likely to come ithin his reach. 

The solution or crime, my friends,--and I 

speak now as a layman and not as an expert oriminologist,-­

the solutf on or crim waves and crime increases l.ies else­

where, and not in 1norease in severity or punishment. It 

lies in a complete overhaul.ing or our entire judicial 

machinery and in a reeducation of the American people 

into a dee er sense or sooial control and responsibility. 

Our record of or1me, or course, is a shame 
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and a disBraoe. rt is perfeotly appalling. .Annually 

there are 12,000 murders committed in the United States,-­

more than r1rty times the amount in the wblle of Great 

Britain. The annual murder rate in the Uh1 t ed States 

has increased 35~ since 1900. There were some 300,000 

robberies and burglaries and lx>ldups oommi tted in the 

Uhited States during the past year. There are close to 

1.00' 000 inmates in our federal and state prisons and 

reformatories, and goodness only lmows how many tens or 

thousands or orim1nals are at large. rn the state or 

Ohio between the years 1910 and 1927, that is, in seventeen 

years, the number or prisoners rose trom 53 per :too, 000 

or the population to 93, an increase or over 7~. The 

New York State Crime Comm1ss1ai estimated that the general 

crime cost in the United States a:nounted to the staggering 

sum ·or 13 billions or dollars. There are more crimes 

committed, first degree orimes committed in the city ot 

Chicago than in the whole or Canada. 

I oould give many more statistics, but I 

have indicated sufficiently the appalling extent or law­

lessness 1n our land. Now the cure is not a simple one, 

and there is no single cure. I indicated a moment ago 

that the hope of cheok1ng orime by intensifying punishment 

is a vain hope. Similarly is it Tain and tutile to 

institute vice crusades tn this o1ty or in that oity. That 

is simply driving the criminal from one town to another; 
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that 1s not solving the nation.al problem. 

First and fore most t 1 t seems to me, t le 

solution lies in the direction of bringing about more 

sure and speedy justice,--sure and speedy; not necessarily 

severe. rt is the certainty, the implacability, the 

swiftness of justice which drives terror into the hearts 

of criminals. Knglish justice is less severe than rurs, 

but it 1.s far more sure,--sure almost as :fate. Seven 

out of ten who commit murder in the city of London are 

hung. One out of 1.60 who oomm.1 t murder in the city of 

New York is ever el.eotroouted. The orim1nal in this 

country has a twenty to one chance to escape, and he 

thinks that it is \VOrth while to take such a long chanoe. 

Ex-President Taft, now Supreme Court ~ustioe 

Tar~, said not long ago: ~The administration or criminal 

law 1n the Uhited States is a disgrace to civilization. 

The trial. or a criminal seems like a game of chance, With 

all the chances in favor of the criminal; and if he escapes, 

he seems to have the sympathy of a sporting public.~ 

The orim1na1 always oan count upon delay 

in justice, upon appealing and appealing again and again, 

and as a last resort he can always oount upo~ome in­

riuential politician intervening am obtaining for him a 

pardon or a parole. This 1s pemaps one of the chief 

taotors in the increased lawlessness in our land. 

What 1a the solution here? Here the 
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solution lies 1n revemping our entire jud1c1a1 

administrative machinery, 1n seeing to it that we have in 

every locality more competent, more ae;gressive and more 

honest prosecutors, better paid prosecutors; in seeing to 

it that we have a higher type of judiciary, and not judges 

that have to keep their ear constantly alert to hat the 

public is saying, because they have to next year or the 

year after stand for reelect! en; a higher type of mentality 

in our jud1o1ary. We must surround the offioe with much 

more dignity, even w1 th much more ceremony. There ought 

to be something of hat the Rabbis called ~the awesomeness 

or law~ around our courts. You get it when you step into 

an English court the minute you ass the threshold. A 

sense or reverence, almost or rear, overcomes you. 

We ought to get a higher type of individual 

into our juries. And that can be brought about; th at is not 

beyond the reach or our pos s1 b111 ty, if the citizenry or 

every community will organize itself into associations 

or v1g1lantes,--assoc1at1ons which will be on the alert 

to prod the sluggish prosecutors, to strike the bands or 

intervening politicians in justice, to drag down from the 

bench the politically-minded jud e, or to repudiate the 

all too easily pardoning govemor,--an a1ert association 

for criminal justice which w111 warn the citizens against 

the slobbering sentimentalism wb:ich very frequently spreads 

through a community, end which seems to be more concerned 



with the welfare or the criminal than we justice to 

the victim or his orine. 

To check crime, my friends, trere must be 

built up in the public mind belief that justice in America 

is even-handed. And that has not been built up. The rich 

in the United States need never fear the law. The rich 

escape the penalties or the 1 aw. The r1 oh are above the 

law in the United States. This is not my assertion; this 

1s the assertion of the Ame rioan Bar Association. The 

American people was dumbfounded and amazed when one within 

the last fifty years, perhaps,--Harry Sinclair--was sent to 

prison. ' • It hasn t got ten ova r its amazement yet. 

.Tustioe can be outwitted in this country 

by highly paid and ounning at t orneys, by judges who are not 

incorruptible. Laws are frequently passed by legislatures 

to help favor the rich, and as long as that condition 

prevails the average man will have no particular regard 

for law. The ~iblioal injunction which I read t his morning 

is still the foundation of any system or jurisprudence and 

or social morality: "Thou shalt not respect the person 

or the poor, nor favor the person of the rich, but in 

righteousness shalt thou judge thy neighbor.w And until 

that is done there 111 be rampant lawlessness in this 

country. In England recently a rioh stock manipulator 

was sentenced to fourteen years imprisonment; and that 1 s 

not unusual in England. out or all the miserable stock 
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manipulators who fathered the last stock crash, not one 

or them has eYen received fourteen days punislnent. 

An.other contributing factor, to my mind, 

which will in the long run check violation of law, is a 

greater reluctance on our part to pass laws. We are 

aitogether too hasty in making laws. The ease with which 

we make laws in this country is proportionate to the ease 

with wbioh we break than. e are the speediest law makers 

and the speediest law breakers in the world. In the state 

ot Ohio alone we have twelve thousand laws on our statute 

books, many or them enacted in response to some local 

emotional. flareup. We have ipany laws hastily enacted to 

correct the evils resulting from other laws equally as 

hastily enacted. 

There 1 s a: growing tendency, -to my mind, a 

condemnable tendenoy,--to pass more and more responsibility 

to the state. There is more and more the tendency to 

achieve salvation through legislation. The increasing 

demand 1n all parts or our country for l.aws,--sumptuary 

laws, prohibition laws, censorship laws,--all kinds of 

laws, are lnd1oat1ve of the abdication on the part of the 

individual or so much of social responsibility. e are 

forcing our state and our government to becane nx,re and 

more paternalistic, more and more bureauoratio, arn we shall 

soon rue the day. 

President Hoover became aroused with the 
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crime conditions in the thited States some time ago, and 

appointed the national committee on law observance and 

enforcement, which re cen tl y submitted 1 ts preliminary 

report. The report deals largely with the violation of 

the prohibition law. rt is not the final report. The 

work or the commission,- - the major part of its ork, is 

still to be done. It recommends certain preliminary 

means or giving effect to the prohibition law. recommenda­

tions with which no th .Jught:t'ul citizen can have any quarrel. 

The commission recommends that the law 

enforoenent or the prohibition law be transferred from 

the Treasury Department to the Department of Justice, 

where it rightru11y belongs. It suggests a codification 

or the federal laws touching prohibition, the tightening 

of the padlook injunot1on, and particularly suggests the 

way of relieving the congestion in our federal courts by 

empowering the United States commissioners to deal with 

crimes of lesser maenitude. 

President Hoover seems to be the first 

president since the prohibition law was enaoted to have 

aggressively undertaken to enforce the . law. e is tre­

mendously in earnest about it. He has launohed what 

amounts to a drive, a conoerted drive for every department 

of our government to see that the dry . law is ento reed. 

rt seems to me that every assistance should 

be given to the President or the united States to enroroe 
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this law, because it appears to me that this coming 

pebiod under Hoover's administration will be the last 

and final test perio4 for the prohibition law. If it 

succeeds, there is no doubt in my mind but what it will 

be a blessing to the whole country; but hatever your 

opinion about the pro hi bi tion law is, every right thinking 

man will agree that a nation or an individual, if they 

can get along without liquor, is so much the gainer by 1 t. 

But if it fails under the next period of 

:tritl, the law should be repealed or mo :11 fied, if possible. 

~or it is distinctly harmful to keep on our federal statute 

books an unworkable law. An unworkable law is an object 

lesson to everybody in lawlessness. It trains people to 

circumvent the law and to hold in light regard government 

and legislation. It drags public officials into a silent 

conspiracy at;ainst the very goverru~ent which employs them. 

It is a spreading disease. 

Ten years have gone by since the prohibition 

law was enacted, and these last ten years have not at all 

demonstrated that the law is workable or useful. Now 1 t 

may be---I am inclined to think that it is so---that one 

decade 1 s not a long mough period to test a law which 

makes such a radical change in the sooial habits of the 

people. It may be that the next five years w111 show a 

marked improve!nen t in the en r oroemen t of the law. As 1 t 

stands today, the reoord is not an encouraging one. The 

prohibition law has not us a more sober citizenry.. 
i----
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It is doubtful whether the total consumption or alcohol 

has been diminished in the United States. Deaths through 

acute alcoholism increased from 96 in 1918 to 700 in 

1929. In the city of ew York the persons treated at 

Bellevue ospital for alcoholism rose from 2000 in 1920 

to 7000 in 1928. In New York City,--and of course New 

York City may not at all be typical of the United States,-­

there has been an increase of 3~ in arrests which were made 

for drunkenness. 

It is true that prohibition has given us the 

bootlegger, the racketeer, that prohibition has corrupted 

government officials, enriched the underworld, forged lin.<: s 

be tween our police and our criminals, crowded our courts 

and our prisons. More than one-half of the tot al arrests 

by the government of the Ulited States--to be exact, 80,000 

arrests, were due to violations of the prohibition law; and 

in the pimess of enforcenent in the last ten years 190 

people were killed, including fifty-ti ve dry agents. 

Now this is not a pleasing picture to 

contemplate. It seems to be indicative of a tremendous 

resistance on the part of our people to this law. PerhapS 

it was inevitable that the first ten years would yield 

such results; perhaps improvements will follow; perhaps 

better conditions already prevail in some parts or the 

country. Certainly, the next f'e years ought to tell the 

story; certainly, the present con ditions are intolerable, 
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and certainly, the present administration ought to be 

given every conceivable encouragement in seeing to the 

enforcement of this law, so that 1 t may have a final, 

honest tria1. If it tails it should be repealed. 

one of our Rabbis was fond of saying, "One 

should not impose a law upon a community unless the 

majority of the community is able to obey that law." A 

true law must take cognizanoe of the traditions or a 

oommunity, or its habits, of its convictions, of its 

attitudes; otherwise the law defeats itself .. And this 

faot is brought out very clearly in one or the paragraphs 

or thts preliminary report of the national commission on 

law enforcement,--the Wickersham commission. It states, 

among other things: "Tt is impossible wholly t o set oft 

observanoe of the Prohibition Act from the lar e question 

of the views and hab i. ts of the i\merican ~ople with 

respect to private judgment, as against statutes and 

regulations affecting their conduct, the divergenoe ot 

attitudes in different sections or the country, and as 

between roups in the same locality. We must not forget 

the many historical examples of the widespread public 

disregard or laws in our past. To give proper weight to 

these things is not a matter of a few months." 

I repeat again, my friends, the Prctiibi t ion 

iaw, it found unworkable, should be repealed or modified, 

but until repealed or modified, it should not be ignored. 

~--t+--A people such as ours living under a democraoy has w1th1n ___ ~ 
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it the power to repeal any law. We have the instrumental­

ity to I!lake our wills effective. The prohibition amend­

ment can be unmade; the Volstead ~ct can be modified. 

have that power, and only through the exercise of that 

power through legal channels are we working ror the moral 

betterment or our people. 

rt seems to me, my friends, that all of us, 

young and old, ought to go to school again to learn the 

fundamental, the basic respect for law. The re has gone 

on in this country, I am afraid, in the last decade or tvo, 

a general ioosening of moral ties, a general breakdown or 

sooitl discipline, a laxity, which bodes 111 for the moral 

progress of our nation. No people can long enjoy freedom 

that 1s unwilling to submit itself voluntarily to the 

control or laws by them fashioned. ~reedom without law 

leads inevitably to anarchy and to tyranny. The safeguard 

or freedom is law. 

"Upon three things does the world exllst, " 

said one of the great sages of our people ,--''upon truth, 

and upon law, and upon peace; and all three of them are 

one. If the law is observed truth is established, peace 

is won." No people in thew rld has ever had such a 

reverential regard ror law as our people. our text book, 

our religious text book, is calle~ Torah--law. 

Unfortunately, in the general demoralization 

which has set in in this country, our people too has begun 

to lose that sense or su eme regard and respect ror law. 
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It was a proud boast of our people that prisons did not 

know the Jew, and 1 t was rare for a Jewish criminal to find 

himself in the penitentiary; and the juvenile courts never 

received Jewish boys and g irls. The Jews kept out of 

courts; and through centuries that was true. Instinctively 

we respected the law; instinctively we were law abiding. 

Unfortunately, my friends, that 1s not t he case today. 

It 1s not true that the number or Jewish criminals 1s larger 

than our population would warrant. It i s less; but it is 

not less enough. There are all too many of our people who 

are finding their way into the prisons and reformat or1 es 

or our country; all too many of our young boys and girls 

are coming up before the juvenile aourts; all too many 

delinquents; all too many bootl e ggers; all too many 

Jewish racketeers. 

I think our homes are breaking down; I think 

our fehools are not doing their job; I think our synagogues 

and our temples are not :t'ul1'1lling their role in the 

community. The re needs to be a sti rrening all along the 

line, a training of people almost from infancy up. "The 

law or the country is the law." We have a right to chmge 

it, not to break it. 

I should like to see our people, trained in 

centuries of law observance, take the initiative in this 

0OW1.try, --to bring about a re:tonnati on in the attitudes or 

people towards law observance. 

"Upon three things the world exists: truth, ----
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law and peace ; and all three are one. Given law, truth 

is won, and peaoe is establismd. '' 
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then a ocial hour and tea. 

1t i important that parent and teachers hecome acquainted and thu-, 
ere te the pirit of co peration which i so e . enti., 1 to the pro~re ~ 

of a religiou chool. All parent of children in the Junior Mi~h 
School should therefore he p.re ent at the meetin~ thi Sunday t1fternoon 
which will be the only one nf it kiind this r ar. 

Father-Son, Jl1other-, 
Daughter Dinn-e1·­
Saturday, Evening, 
February 8th 

If ,. u wi. h to 0 iv • uur rhiklr H 

an cv· ning of fin and \~·hok om, cn­
j •ym 1 nt, if you wi:h to participat • 
with them in an e .rp ·rience whid will 
b in pirati nal, if :ou wi h t join 
\\ ith th r mothers and fath r • in a 
f w hours of ongr • ational f ,1) w hrp 
-then I ' sure t re. er\' • the al v 
date. 

The pr rram i: h he ·t that ha 
va b ·en arrang-e<l at the Tt.'mplc for 
uch a ratherin ,. It wiil be vari d 

but n t lonp;. The. , ar • . < m of it 
feature · : 

1. ~ 11 e.·c 11 ·nt dinner in 1fahler 
Hall and dinner mu i J • th T mple 
j uni r Orch tra. 

2. A fifte n-minut c 11cert by th , 

mplc I c _· Choir "ith .'olos by 
\\'iUjam . ln·rman, a tal ·nt ·d yom1~ 
Jn,d. h . ing r. 

.3. "Th• Gho~t .'ton," a lri·f and 
~1e ·er pfa_rkt hy the ·rramati group 
of the: T 'lllpl • Hi •h .'clH ol. 

➔- .\ chalk talk hy Don l'a)m ·r, 
n r ·d <.·art, 1011i. t oi th' '·1e1•cfmtd 
X('il'.\. 

5. Th nain addr ·~-. oi th , ·v ·-
nin r, b) r. \\"illiam E. Wi k ·n I n. 
11 •w P t lf h, ,1 of 
~ \pp lie I i an y rnt ·r-
t'. tin~· a nt ~ 

6. Bri f talk · l y r •pr· ·ntativ •. of 
th • \':triom, gen<"rati n • pn•:t>nt at the 
dinnt>r. 

7. Ollf{!'I 

Th pri f th dinn r i mod rat •, 
$1.50 for adult and $1.00 f r hildren 
under fourteen y ar f age. R ser­

ations should b st>nt to the T ·mplc 
ffic PROMPTLY. 



From Rabbi Silver's Address, "Healing by Faith and liracles" 
Faith-cun: ar a phenomena of mankind. Ev ry hi toric 

~ ligion boa t. of it. r aint. wh rf rt miracu1ou. heat-
mg. T call all re of faith- u ·n tl >a. t and pr ~nt 
upcr tition L to tak l uncritical tion. e i n doubt 

in th world that ma ured by faith. It i. th of critical re-
earch to di. cov r th he cur· . wh n they h n f tm l upon 

mvestsgation to b au ntic. 
Wh iun, ti ion L mad of alacr • vi lei to faith-cure. 

it i. found that in almo t ev rv in tat • ar anic hut functi nal. 
. .' • di turbanc or • maladj, in an individual produc . an 
h) ctur which manif t it :on • at • r. The. 
di . take th· • 111 f deaf 1ml dt paraly. is. 
They rn ,, mh] almo any organi . 

clrmon:tr d that uch 1al maladit·s • rahlc with ut 
dru ·ry. 1 his th underl • f m d ycho~therapy. 
\n 1 • n, the dynamic imp a n \\' r th udden 

inru r , ;vii) relca e th ten ion which arl d up the 
p ·y al lif of the individual and will re tor hi rmal health. 
The _ hich cau e thi curative timulation q material. just 
.o th subject has an overwhelming faith in it. It m • b ine, a rcli , a 
living or a dea • , a my ti theo ophy or the tr lity f a phy-
ician. It i gency which cure , but th faith in it. 

For th · ucated man faith in in , • ·ne , 
. aint. and th i. quit impo sible. t it. 
Hi. mind w1l that unqu tionin. a i o. -
sible. What rema r th modern main as p i ling 
in th , r aim of fundioual <li .ord •rs i JJ _ . • 
which tr_· to get at the root of di turbanoe<i th 1 mique of 
Jff bing and laying- hare the . ub-consciou~ li£e of the it h r th 
r t. oi much f th r uhl Ji . Beyoncl that th r i • n thing- hut impli it 
faith in God. 

On 10 t, h w ,Ter, confu e re1i 0 fon , ·ith th art f ing. 
gi n i n much for the normal a . for the abnormal and n 
i. a w _ f to do with problem. f huma primary 
function of r i teach men h w to c m1u r th ar m-
mon t all people- hn . . . gr ·ed, lu t, hate and n 
phy. ically ~ound, r n would . till han.· it. . 1i f t ta 
rhur h i: n t a . anitanum. It i.· a plac of thi 'al gtt and ration. 

The Te111ple G1·atef11lly Acknowledges the Follouing 
Contributions: 

To the Flo1·al Fu11d 
Mrs. Jacob Singer and Mr . In m~mory of ~·i:tcr amt dau, htcr, ~farj )ri, 

Leontine Gluck Glu k 
fr . Harry rn tin and 
Mrs. Simon Klein In mcm ry Mr~. L ~ t:r I. .i fill •r 

1fr. and Mr . George W. 
Furth In memory f :\fr:. L :ter I. Miller 

To the Library Fund 
11i s B rtha G Id mith In memory of ➔ dith \V 1 in 
fr. and Mr.. L. " g-] in In m mory of dau ht r, Edith \Y )J in 

.. \ friend In m mory f H nry . im n aml J rnmc 
chwartz 



Aatraat of the addre•• 

• UR HA.'rIODL DISGJWJlt CROIDID PRISOBS - omnmo CRIMI -
JOSTICB ftl09?li!B• b7 Babbl A.bba Hillel Silver at thl 

'?tmpl•• Sundq, Jan. 26th. 

The .. r1e■ ot gn8aome and bloo~ outbreaka which occurred in tba prlaona 

of ow comi\17 1n reoenl mcmlha 1a a nalional 41agraoe. me■\lp\lcma ban 

reftale4 that 1n mzq 1natanaea prlaonera were orowclecl in\o wre\obecl quartera, 

bacD7 :ted, dem.•4 an opportun1'7 to work and 1n aom lnalanoea u in \ht S\at• 

o:t New York lmder \be Baumea Law <Wpr1ft4 o:t a chance to earn their :tree&>■• 

eaweN 01lllcl ••• •ome a bawln4 7..-a old lh 

t ,-, paaM4 :tram the penal phaae ln \he treatment o:t crime to \he 

correotlonal. Ra.iw•• •• .,,11 ••• ••iacn, ,-,11• &net••• el I e ia2Mon. 
~~ 

We are a,111 lal»oring under the ••• •I e ulul lhiLI Ill• ••t WrJ '° cheok 

ortme 1• ,o maa p,mlament ••nn an4 the 11:t• ot the prlaour 11D'bearable. 

• mq well tab a l•••on from the •• penal coua adoP'ecl 1a coa,n•• 

lib Prv.aaia. Mexico and lluaala. Under the•• •1■\ema the prlaoner 1• no\ 

pampered ba.t ew17 opportunlt7 1a ut1111•4 ~ the at&te to reoondltlon tha 

offender, to realld him and to reatore hlm, 1f poaalble, '° aocl•'7• 

The nggea on which wu made 110 t 1me ago 1-7 Gov. Altre4 I. 

111AD1 • hlato17, •ntal.1'1 •4 p onal.1'7 and than preacrlN the 



• 
atate which feel• no reapona1b111ty for a man who baa alnna4 and who 

ia pqlng the price 1• an imnoral atate. Inhumanlt7 to crimlnala ia aa a'b-

horant aa lnbman\t7 to the lnnocat. o New Tork ~tat• whlcli 

moat cruel and edienl law• on our atalute 

of freedom 1• rae than to put him to death. 

__ ,..,,., 1.,•• he ought to ha.,• a ..,.._,ce. . . 
~\v.~~~ 

The aolutlon tor our increaalng cri lie• el••• 1n an overhaul1nc 

of our entire judlclal admlniatratlw machineey and 1n re-educating our people 

lnto stronger ha.bit• of aoc1&1 diaclpline and reapona lbillt7. frltnl~~"9llll~~-

crime ia a atanding indictment of our clvlllzatlon. 12000 committed 

Britain. Since anm:aalq 1n the United ~tat•• - 50 time• 

1900 our IIJ\U"der rate haa lncreued 350, . 

in our ederal and ~t te peniten\larle1 

,000 prlaonera are fO\llld 

In the State of Ohio 

during the yeara 1910-to 1927 the b r of pri oner• roae f rom 53 per hundre4'i 

thou and tlon to 93 - an increue of over 75i . It baa 

'beea eatlmated that ge crime co1t1 our count17 the 1tacgeing 1'1111 ot th1r,Na 

billion• of dollar• a ear. 

There 1• no gle cure for the altuation. Increaae in the Nverlty of 

punlahnent me d out baa never ., rad a ao lut ion. Local crime cruaadea aimpl7 

drive efactor from one conmunlty to another and do not 10lve the national 

t 1a needed more thal\ 811Tth1ng el•• la a form of Jutlce which 1a 

aur• and •P••CV• It 11 the car'8.t.nt7
1
d11pa,ch and implacability of Juatice which 

atrilce terror in the heart of the criminal. The criminal in the Unlte4 Sta\ea 

baa a twenty to one chance to get aw9:¥. Be can alwqa count on delq1 and appeal• 

and,aa a laat reaort
1
on political lnter•ention to obtain parole or pardon. • 

nee4 a higher type md better paid proaecuting attorn•1• in our count171 and a higmr 

tn,e of Judicia17 which will not be ai'bJeote4 al •hon i 
ntenala to the neceaallJ 

ot POPlll.ar •leotlon. 



• ue4 more 1n,e111pn, and 1••• •en,iaa\al o1t1zaa on our Jun••• Abow 

all we _., bnalc tbl hold of corr,q,\ polltioa oTer oar pollce 4-parlm•t• 

and coar,a. ftr7 comaanlv oug11, to expreaa lla ngilwe tbroagh HIie 

orpnlsa\loa which will prod vp •1,aggiah ·proaenton, •lrtlce the handa ot 

me4dlln« politic lau, dnc don the politicall.7-minda4 Jad&e, relnllm tha too 

eull7 pardoning goTffDor and ec!uoate tba c1t1sc■ a.plnat a ■lob'NriDc 

Hntillientall• whloh trepntl7 ha• greater regard. tor the ·ortmlnal than tor 

hi• notlm. 

Reapeel te 1• rill 1-NaN wmn ow people are oom1nce4 tbal in thla 

ccnmt17 eftD-bande4. jmtloe 1• m\ed out. Untortunatel.7 thi• 1a not the oaae. 

In av coamr7 the rich e•ap• the law. 'l'he7 med not tear it. flla7 can 

a.teat it. Our people are •de conatantl7 aware of tba tao\ tba\ Iba law of 

tba land oan • ou.twil\ecl bJ omalllg and high priced la919ra and that the 

•• Aa long aa \Ida con,. 

41t1cm preftila men 1'111 hold la ohNp~. 

Tm ew with which•• men lm l• per • 1'88pOllalble tor tM ew with 

which •• break tball__:; 
__. 
All a people " an the apeialea\ law makw■ and tm apeWeal law breaara 

of tba world. • baatll.7 enao, law• in reapODM 1io aom otlcmal fiarnp 1D 
. 

one locallt7 or another 11114 thin u ha\117 •• ... , o,her lan to corrNt the 

enl• wblch remlte4 trom \hem. Altogether there 1• too mrbcl a tendenq 111 

our llf'e to o tain •oclal •al Ta\lon through l•gi•latlon. • are forcing the 

•tat• to beoome mor e and mar• pa\ernall■tla and lNreauoratlo and•• ahall ru 

the dq. Pnalda\ Hoover'• ational Ooaml••lon on Lu O'b•ffftnce and lntoroement 

baa recentl7 JD&U pu.bllc lt • prellmin&17 report. It• maJor 1Jffe1\iption la 

atill to be mau. It1 hal41at• ncaPl!Mmdellou tor a IION adequa'• entaror1d 

ot \he Proh1b1,1on Law can not ._, ••' with the approTal ot ew17 righl-

•1nde4 o1\11a. Byer, ul1•taae abould '- cl•• lo \ha Pre11c1a, te , •• , 

\m Prohlbl\l• Lmr o011plelel.7. . Boner la thl nnt prealun who llaa 
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imder\abn a&greaaiTe aot10Jl for lta mforcanen,. Under hl• adm1nlatratlOD ti. 

Las will have lta aureat teat. If it wcoeeda 1n an appreciable degree it 

will pro-Ye a ble11ing. or eye:eyone will agree that a nation ar an individual 

that can get along without liquor 1• tremendoual.7 the gainer by it. If it 

fail.• of enforcament during thia adminlatratlon lt ahould b7 all mean• be r-i,eale4 

or mod1:tie4. 

It l• diatinctl.7 harmful to ke9P an unworkable and an unenforcable 1 • on 

our ederal ta.tut books. It 1• an obJeot leaaon in Tenial lSJrleaaneaa. It 

train• man to circumvent law and to think light~ of goTermnent. It drac■ pullc 
' 

o:t:ticlal• into a ailent conapirac7 sgainat the very goTernment _ 1 haw 

aworn to aupport. It la a apreading dl .... e. 

Ten ,eara of prohibition baTe not d1111onatrated the workab111t7 of the la. 

Perhaps a decau 1• too abort a time to eval11a\e a law, which al•• to af:teot auch 

a radical change 1n the aoci&l. hablta ot a people. erbapa the next five 7eara 

will ahow a ma.rad 1mprovellllll t. Lit ua hope • an let ua give \he govermnen\ 

the tulleat auppor\ in thl• effort to wark an 1mproftmen\. Aa of toct.,q the 

record 1• not an encouraging one. The Prohibition Lu baa not given u a more 

aober cltiseDJ7. The total connmption of alcohol in the United Stat•• bu 

probabl7 not been d1minlahe4. The Prohlbltion Law baa given u tba lk,otlea•r an4 

the raclmteer. I baa corruptedman7 government of:ticlala, enriched the under­

world, forged linka between the police and the crimlnsl.• and crow4-4 our court• 

and our prlaona. Thia 1• not a pleaaing picture to contemplaH. e are lncllne4 

to thlnk that 1m1117 of the•• abuaea are cm.• ent1Nl7 to the faot tha\ no honeat 

and concerted effort baa 'been made b7 the authorit1•• to enforoe tba law. 

Cenainl.7 the nax\ tn 7eara under the 'Hoober poli07 will tell \ha ator7. 

Ii' enforceman t 1• honeatl.7 tried and thl law 1• atlll tcnmd lnopera\lY• 

then lt ahould N repealed. It rill• proT•• that the trad1,1ou, halal'• an4 

11D co!fflctiaa ot om- people an acatna\ 1,. 
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The Aaerioan people mq N Ju'l1:1•4 ln repealing the Law. It la not Ju,s.n.e4 

ln Tlol 1ng lt • long a• lt la the law. It baa inatramenta a, band bJ which \o 

rllDOT• the udealrabl• amendmen, or to chm&• th• Volat.eacl Aot. Thi• la t,be lepl •4 

damoora,10 w,q. ETG7 other D¥ which aima a, fn.atrating or aabotaging tba law 
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Prohibition Board Reports. 
Making its first formal report to Congress, the 

Wickersham commission on law enforc~ment and 
observance has this to say: 

., It is impossible wholly to set off observance 
of the prohibition act from the large question 
of the views and habits of the American people 
with respect to private judgment as to statutes 
and regulations affecting their conduct ... The 
divergencies of attitude in different sections of 
ihe country and as between groups in the same 
locality. We must not forget the many his­
torical examples of widespread public disregard 
of laws in our past ... to give proper weight 
to these things is not a matter of a few months. 
In this philosophical manner the comm1ss1on 

reports its discovery that the problem of observance 
of the prohibition law is not one for snap judgment. 
These remarks will probably lend comfort to those 
who contend that prohibition cannot be enforced. 
They should give pause to those who shout for 
"more law" as the panacea for all evils, liquor law 
violations included. 

1t is an enormous problem. The Wickersham 
commission knows it, and wisely avoids passing 
judgment of the merits of prohibition. 

Turning from law observance to the other angle 
of its inquiry, law enforcement, the commission is 
overwhelmed by the magnitude of its task. It well 
may be. 

As it points out, there are no reliable figures to 
show the size of the problem, but the "reported 
arrest in the last fiscal year of upwards of 80,000 
persons indicates a staggering number of what 
might be called focal points of infection." 

It cites the thousands of miles of unguarded bor­
der, the hundreds of possible routes for liquor run­
ners. It asks four general legi la~ive measures; 
transfer of enforcement agencies from the Treasury 
Department to the Justice Department, codification 
of liquor laws, strengthening of the padlock process 
to prevent technical evasions and the relieving of 
congestion in the federal courts by broadening the 
powers of the United States commissioners. 

Most of these changes ·were urged by President 
Hoover in his mesc:age to Congrei:s. In a brief 
message accompanying the report, the president 
adds a plea for law enforcement. 

A congressional battle over the Eighteenth 
Amendment, unequaled in ferocity, is promised over 
this report. 

If it helps to clear away some of the cobwebs of 
hypocrisy that have gathered on this part or the 
Constitution during the last ten years, it will not 
not have been fought in vain. More !rankness and 
intellectual honesty will help in the solution. 




