
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series IV: Sermons, 1914-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         153           54           362 
 
 

Men who serve - the lawyer, 1930. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



• 

• 

•· 

• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Joseph T. Kraus 

horthand Reporter 

Cleveland 

"MEN WHO SERVE--THE LAWYER." -- -
RABBI ABBA. HILLEL SILVER. 

THE TEMPLE, SUNDAY MORNING, -
l'EBRUARY ~, 1930, CLEVELAND • 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 



I 

v 

I 

II 

,I 
:, 

11 

This 1110rning I shall. discuss briefly one 

or the great historic pro:tessi ems or mankind ,--the legal. 

protession, and its relation to the ethioal. implioation.a 

or that pro~easion. It is a truisa to say that the 

protess ion. ot law is one or the inti. spenaable protessi ona 

:I ot aooiet7. Hen must Uve in soo1et1ea for the sake ot 
!I 
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the peace and permanence or such societies. Definitions 

or rights, of duties, or responsibilities, as between the 

members or such sooieties, beoone necessary. As a result, 

law evol.ved. In the oourse of time suoh law needs modifi

cation, new interpretation; disputes arise which require 

I referees tor adjudication; benoa oourts and magistrates 
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and judgea come into being. 

In the more advanced stages ot social lite, 

men who are parties to a dispute will turn to those who 

are more eduoated, more informed, better qualified to 

t represent them in their disputes. Thus attorneys and 

[ lawyers oome into being. Many aeek legtl advioe oftentimes 

in. matters whioh do not involve 11 tigation. 'l'he oounsell.or-

at-law, the aolioitor, the legal adviser appears. 

our entire social structure, our very 

1 o1T1l1zation, are grounded 1n the administration ot 

justice in :law. Now, there oan be no law without the 

maoh1nerJ or law, and of this machinery of law the lawyer 

1s an indispensable part. 

II 
'I 
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one cannot overestimate, I believe, the 

importance ot the role which the lawyer plays in society, 

especially in such a complex, involved and highly 

industr1ai1zed society as we have had in the United 

States. Nearly everyone of us laymen at some time or 

other must turn to the lawyer. 'l'he business mm mu.at do 

that almost oontinuoualT 1n the normal. prosecution or his 

business. rn matters or contracts~ conveyances, trustee

ships, wills, the administration of estates, and the hundred 

and one other instances where legai accuracy and legal 

protection are necessary, men, as a matter or course, turn 

to the lawyer; and when in legal difficulties, whether as 

defendants or plaintitt•~ we ot course muat turn to the 

legal profession. 

The power of the iawyer under our system or 

Jurisprudence is great indeed. r am reading :rrom a book 

now written b7 an eminent New York attorney, from a 

chapter devoted to the nature or a lawyerts Tocation. 

"The lawyer, at the instance or a client, becomes the 

ottioial author and creator or all judicial proceedings. 

He is a fountainhea.d rrom whose source all l.egal prooesaea 

~low. '1'he lawyer's mandate, the summons, the writ, by 

whatever name the original process may be oalled, oommands 

the appearance in court ot the highest or lowliest 1nd1v1.d~ 

ua1 in the land. rn New York t l e l.awyer issues the 

original mandate. His name signed to a sunmons is the 
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beginning ot legal proceeding. ~part :from suiters 

themselves who are permitted to appear in their own oases, 

no individual.. action can be put in motion withoui the 

atinction of some lawyer. He is the sole officer authorized 

to cause the civil action to be begun. rt the lawyer 

approves the client's demand, he oan issue or oause to be 

issued processes which will bring into court the proudest 

lllil.lionaire, the most pow-erfu1 magnate, or the most 

intl.uential citizen or corporation. The demand may be 

unfounded, the action unjustified, the whol.e proceeding 

utterly without merit in law or in raot, yet the defendant 

must obey. 

•A lawyer the day after he is adlititted, the 

veriest tyro in the profession, may, without a tittle of 

justice or right, summon the worthiest and purest individual 

to answer the demands ot a professional blackmailer, and 

although after years, it may be, or litigation, in which 

character, property and expense are involved, the suit is 

dismissed as unfounded, yet the lawyer sits aerenel.y in 

his office, secure from. liability, exempted from acta 

which often through his negligence or design have caused 

untol.d mischief and damage. His ordinary mistakes or 

law or judgment cennot be made the basis of a legal demand 

against him. How many ot suoh mistakes are made, how many 

oostliest actions are instituted, oan be easily computed 

by consulting the records of the courts, which show the 



number or suits tinall.7 dismissed. An ind1Yiduai who 

possesses powers like those whioh I have described is, 

forsooth, an officer, and one whose authority is hardly 

elioeeded by that or any other official known to an7 

system ot government upon which ipse dixit, or judgment 

of the lawyer, all suits are begun and defended.• 

But the power and the role of the lawyer go 

far beyond this. The legal profession mans our oourts. 

Al:l or our judges rrom the humble judge of the police 

court to the chief justice of the 1bited states supreme 

court are lawyers who have been el.evated to the bench. 

Our entire official f'amil.y charged with the adm1n1atrat1on 

or justioe,--the city aolioitor., the district attorll3y, 

the United States district attorney, the attomey-general, 

are alL iawyera. And the role of the lawyer goes even 

beyond this. our legislators, the men who make the laws, 

municipal, state or federal, under which we live, are 

principally mambera of the legal profession. More than 

one-halt or the member ot Congress and of the Senate or 

the united States are lawyera. Every president or the 

United States who was not a general, with the exoep tion 

of Harding and Hoover, were lawyers. 

'!hat is unprecedented in any other oountr7 

1n the worl.d. No prime minister of Great Britain in the 

one hundred years from Peroival to Aaqutth was a member ot 

the legal fraternity. In the lhi ted States since the 



Revolutionary era lawyers have exerted a tremendous 

influence upon the poli t ioal life ot America:. In the 

first Continental Congress, which launched the Revolution, 

out of the forty-five delegates present twenty-four were 

lawyers. rn the convention which framed the ~nstitution 

or the Uhited States, thirty-three of the fifty-five 

deiegates were lawyers. Some of the great spirits or the 

Revoiutionary epooh,--jefferson, ~dams, Madison, Patrick 

Henry, Marshall, and any number of others, were or this 

profession. Many or our representatives abroad, our 

diplomats, our representatives to the great international 

tribunals, are or the legal profession. 

So that when we think of the lawyer we not 

onl.y think of the man who enters our lives as oo\Dlselors 

and as abfser ao vitally and so frequently, but we think 

or the man whose calling more than any other calling 

controls the judicial and the legislative and the executive 

branches or our government. There is hardly a problem, 

sooial. or eoonomia or political, which does not come 

within the sphere of the lega.i profession; tor, after all, 

it a soLution is to be found to these pressing social, 

political. and eoonomio questions, ultimately those solutions 

must be round in law, whether oourt ma.de law or law made by 

legislative bodies; and lawyers dominate the oourta and the 

ieg1alative bodies. 

SUoh vast power, my friends, such direct power 
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Cffer national 11te, is touched 1n no other profession as 

in the legal. profession; henoe the vast responsibility o-r 

that profession, and hence, too, I believe, the frequent 

criticism. made upon this profess! on,--oritioism not all 

of it justified, not all of it unjusti~ied. rt is 

unscientific and unjust to indict a whole group or an 

entire profession. The cry 1s frequently heard 1n our 

own day or the rebel of medieve.I England whose followers 

believed the first thing to do to bring about a perfect 

order of society is to kill otf all the lawyers. 

It is unsoientifio and unjust to generalize 

about any profession. Most of the men 1n the legal. 

profession, as most of the imn 1n any other profession, 

are men or probity and integrity, many of them of fine 

oulture. They have the highest respect for their own 

proression, and the7 look upon their private characters 

and reputations as their dearest possession, above all 

1• purchase price. Most or the men in the legal protessi on 
i 

i 

II 

perform. their duty, their professional duties to their 

olients, and their civic duties as citizens to their 

country, taithtuliy and Without reprcach. M&DY' of them 

look upon their profession as a profession, regard them

selves as ministers ot justice, pledged to maintain and 

expedite juat ioe, and knowingly to do nothing that will 

retard or deiay or defeat juatioe. 

I have maI17 lawyers or my personal acquaint-
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anoe, and r find them to be, in mo st instances, men or 

fine publia spirit, who give of themselves, or their tilll!J, 

or their experience, their knowledge, their substance, to 

almost every o1vio and philanthropic cause in the 

community. There ia hardly a board or a committee ot 

any- religious or charitable or oirto agency in our 

communit7 which does not have its quota of law,era far 

out of proportion to men or other professions; and many 

of the liberal spirits four land, many of the real 

champions of human rights, many of the fornrd looking 

social thinkers,--leaders 1n our country, are men who hail 

from this profession, the profession of law. 

It ia therefore unfortunate that the presence 

or many 1ntel1ectually and morally unqualified men in a 

protession suoh as this, ao worthy, will bring down dis

repute upon the entire profession, and would make men 

frequently forget the praiseworthy and the invaluable 

service rendered by the rank and file of this profession. 

And it is because of the presence of so many unfit and 

unqualified, mentally and morally, in this profession, 

that this profession has steadily been becoming leas or 

a protess1on and more ot a bus1neaa. 

rt is undoubtedly true that the proteas1on 

ot law haa deolined in recent years tn dignity and in 

prestige. In the days before the CiTil war the lawyer 

ocoupied in the United states a much higher position 

_,_ 



aooially and 1ntelleotually in the community. He waa 

looked upon aa a leader, respected, 1ntl.uent1a1. He waa 

not looked upon merely as an adjunct or business, aa a 

hired servant or a oorporati on, or a bank, or an 1ndiT1dual.. 

As someone put it neatly, "Lawyers used to have olienta; 

now olients have lawyers." There is a vast difference. 

There ia the difterence here between the 

oaU1ng as a profession and simply aa an economic 

enterprise; for when law is a profession the individual 

lawyer finds in that profession self-realization, the 

tult'illment of the noblest ambitions of his life. When 

law is a profession the individual finds in it pride and 

independence, a spiritual aat1staat1on. And to the real 

lawyer that is what his protession 1s,--h1s life's 

calling, his life's mission, his life's fulfillment. But 

to the other kind of lawyer law is juat a spade to dig 

with, a means of making money, and al1 other considerations 

are subrogated to that one end. ]'or suoh a man law ia 

legal profession and brings him no pride and verr little 

spiritual satisfaction; for no one oan take pride in one'• 

work, my trienda, unless he has supreme respeot and 

veneration for the basic principles or his calling and hia 

proteasion, and for the mission of his proteasian in lite. 

And it is beoauae or these men, who forget 

that, after all, they are part or the judicial system or 

our government, ot our count r.r, that by their very oath or 

-a-



-

o:r:r1oe and the tenets of their profesai on they are pledged 

to be offioera and adviser a ot the court, whose primary 

concern should be to see that justice is done,--it ia these 

men who are responsible for this mal.-praotioe for which 

the entire legal. protess1 on is so often criticized; the 

men who put the interests of their clients, and incidentally 

their own interests, above eTery other eth1oa1 consideration; 

who will resort to every- device to thwart, to delay, to 

manipulate, to defeat justice. 

These men bring down disrepute upon a gre~t 

and noble profession; and these men who are guilty ot 

suoh mal-pract1oe are not to be found merely among the 

so-called "small fry" or the proteasion,--the poor starving 

or the profession, who 1'1111 do anything to keep the wolt 

from the door. Not at all.. This type 1 s to be found 

also among the very Elllinent and successful and long 

established and polished and venerated flunkies or 

corporations and banks, and the rioh individutl, who will 

resort to every teohn1oal1ty, to eTer7 shady practice, to 

cunning and to pettitcsng, to hamper~ to delay,to frustrate 

justice. 

~ortunately, there are all too many men 

in that profession who money can buy -to do anything; who 

institute suite for al.aims absolutely unfounded and unjust, 

or to fight olaima absolutely founded or -just, or to 

attempt to wear down by endless litigation a just oauae; 



and there are al together too many who will actually 

inoite 11t1gation tor the sake of possible profit ott ot it. 

And reputable lawyers have long complained of these 

praotioea, or law's delay, of law's defeat; and they 

have otten also complained of the inequality of law aa 

between the rich and the poor. '!'he o1d plaint or Oliver 

Goldsmith one hears today over and over again: "Lan 

grind the poor, and rich men rule the law." 

Away baok in ancient Athens that was true, 

too, and Solon, you will reoal1, of ancient Greeoe, had 

this to say about law in his day: laws were like cobwebs; 

if any trifling or powerless thing fell into them, they 

held it fast, while if there were something weightier, 

:lt broke through them and was ott. It is a charge 

frequently made by the outstanding men 1n the legal 

protession that the rioh man ia :fairly safe behind a 

battery or highly paid lawyers, while the poor man 

finds legal redress slow and expensive, and even when 

he wins he loses. 

In justi~e to the legal pro~ession it 

should be said that the bar associations have been 

aerious1y and earnestly' oonoerned with this probl811l, and 

are struggling hard t,o find a way out. They are not 

unaware or indifferent to the situation. In many 

oomnnmi ties legal tree aid societies have been established 

by members or the legal orofession to help the poor man 1n 
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his ory tor justioe. 

I know that the legal profession will never 

be tree, tree entireiy, from these marauders, these 

deapoiiers or a noble calling, for the legal profession 

is a1l too continuously al.lied and inevitably allied with 

trade and business, the temptations are too great, and 

many people cannot resist these temptations and the 

promise of rich emoluments that commercialism has injected 

1n the profession. 

r be11eve, however, that much can be done 

to weed out some of these unfits and misfits in the pro

fession by raising the entire levei of legal education 

in our country, by insisting on higher entrance require

ments of om- law aohool.a, by more rigid supervision over 

curricul.a and instruction in these law achools,by estab

lishing a more unifora ourr cul.um through.out the land, by 

insisting upon more rigid bar examination, and aboye aii, 

by including into every curr1ou1Ulll and every law school 

in Amerio& a comprehensive and thorough oourae or training 

1n moraia and ethios,--not merely in the morals and ethioa 

or one given profession but in the basio principles ot 

morais and ethics as applied to all human relationships. 

Mind training la not enough tor any man. It is oertainl.7 

not enough tor any man who prepares himself for the 

profession; it is certainly not enough for any man who 

prepares himself for the profession or law, lhere a young 
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man is botn1d to encounter so many temptations, and where 

a young man will be called upon very frequently to make 

tremendously vital deo1a1ona. where hia conscience alone 

can be the determining and decisive ractor. There ought 

to be as much insiatenoe iaid upon training in ethics and 

morals in the law aohooi as 1n the theologic seminary, tor 

I dare to say that the legal profession is more vitally 

concerned 1n the actuai business of sooiai life than 

the mini at ry. 

I think something can be done in the •7 

of eliminating the undesirables and raising the standard 

ot the profession by discouraging so many people from 

entering the profession. The legal profession is al1 

too overcrowded, and a profession which is overcrowded 

makes for sharp oompetition and oftentimes for sharp 

practices. In 1850 there was one lawyer to 1000 in our 

populat1 on 1n the Uhi ted st a tea. Today the re is almost 

one to every 500. The profession is overcrowded. only 

the few are very suocessfu:L. A great number 1n the 

profession hardly make a living. I would strongly 

discourage many young people from enteri.ng this profession. 

I would strongly discourage many young Jewish men traa 

entering this profession( unless they reel a speo1a1 

fitness and oal11.ng for this profession; unless they reei 

that it al.one w111 realize the dearest wishes or their 

hearts, or unless they would like to study law aa a be1p 

-12.-



later on 1n their business career, or unless they have 

large acquaintanceship, or the possibility or being 

easily esta~lished in the legal proteasion, I would 

strongly advise them not to enter it. 

rt is ov~crarded; it is a hard profession, 

and tm.rortunately, the lines in this profession, too, as 

tn the medical.. profession, of which I spoke last eak, 

have been drawn hard and rast against the Jewish 

practitioner 1n law-. It is unfortunate that such advice · 
should be given, because the jew has had an historio 

aptitude tor law. The .Tewish people developed la• 

perhaps to a higher point than any other people or 

antiquity or of the Middle ~•• '1'he Bible ia law; the 

~alm.ud is law. What a highly refined legal technology, 

of hermeneutics, what a subtl.e system ot legal reasoning 

our rabbis developed 1n the Talmud. And throughout the 

Middle Ages every Jew who attended a Jewish schooi - and 

every Jew did attend a Jewish school - studied the Talmud 

and toliowed up these subtle legal reaaoninga and disputa

tions of our people, and his mind was trained legally. 

I believe that the lagai profession, which 

ie making suoh heroic errorts today to purge itself or ita 

drosa, to improve the quality or its persomel, and to 
play a more dea1e1ve role 1n the improvement or our 

judicial. administrative maoh1ner7, ought to reoe1Ye the 

encouragement or every right thinking citizen. A great 
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respona1b111ty rests upon the legal protession. We 

hear todq a great daa1 about our people's disregard or 

law; we hear a great dea1 that the Anerioan people think 

lightly or violating law. rr that is so then a great 

deai of the responsibility, I believe, must be placed 

•t the door of the lega1 proteesion. How aan the average: 

man be expected to be a respecter or law when over and 

over again it is brought vividly to his at tent ion that 

the iaw in many instances ia anl.y a oombat or wits, a 

battle between sharp and ounning lawyers for the out

witting or law; that over and over again in our oourta 

of law the forms or law rather than the substance or 

law, rather than right, justice and principle are stressed? 

Row can men have respect for law when they 

are made aware over and over again that the law is 

hampered, is thwarted, is cumbersome, is slow, ia expensive, 

can be manipul.ated? Haw oan they respect law when they 

are made aware or the oonatant, glaring inequalities or 

law? - how frequentl.7 law favors one group and puts another 

group at a disadvantage? How oan they respect law when 

our legislatures, comprised largely or lawyers, manufacture 

lawa by the thousanda in every session? 

Here is the chall.ange, the national ohallange 

and the national opportunity for this greet, historic 

profession: to oorreot the abuaea, to expedite juatioe, 

to make lan simpler, more direct, leas expens ive, mare 



aertain, more equal.. And the lawyers must do it, because 

they are the judges, and they are the l.egialators, in 

the ma1n. 

And there is another challenge to th& legal. 

profession. I believe,--• vaat opportunity which waa 

pointed out some years ago by one who has brought so much 

or g1ory and credit and honor to the 1egal. protession,-

J'ust1oe Brandeis. 1l'e are racing a world ot econanic 

unrest and turmoil., a world in which the great battles 

ot the future will be economic battles,--battlea which 

oan be fought two ways: the way that Russia fought them, 

and the way that we are attempting to fight them in the 

United Statea--through orderiy processes ot law. Now 

there are glaring 1nequal.it ie s in the world. Men are 

restive and unhappy. The re are many an~ient grievances 

mider which men complain. There are vast diape.rit1ea 

in our social organization. They can be corrected in one 

or two waya: brutal to roe,. cl.us struggle, class dantn11.tion; 

or progressive law~ liberal. law, which slowly and steadily 

breaka the shaoklea which oonf1ne l.ite and emancipates 

mankind tor a freer and better day. 

And here is where the lawyer's oppo rtuni t7 

1a, beaauae he ia closest to the law and the operation 

ot the law. J'Uatioe Brandeis, addreaa1.Dg a bod7 ot 

lawyers, declared: "Here. oonaequentiy. ia the greai 

opportunity or the bar. '!'he next generation (he spoke in 

-15-
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1905, and ours is the next generat1 cm. to which he referred) 
must witness a oonttpning and ever increasing contest 
between those who have and those who have not. The 

industrial world is in a state of ferment. The ferment 

la, in the main, peaoefu1 (thie is before 1917), and, to 
a considerable extent, silent, but there is felt today 
very widely the inconsistency in the condition ot 

pol.1 ti oal democracy and industrial absolutiaa. The 

people are beginning to doubt whether in the long run 

democraay and abaolutiam: can oo-enat 1n the same 

oammunity; beginning to doubt whether there ia a 
justitioation for the great inequalities in the d1a

trtbut1on or wealth, for the rapid oreation ot fortunes, 

more mysterious than the deeds or llladin'a lamp. '!'he 

people have begun to think, and they slx>w evidence on all 

s1dea of a tendency to aat. Tho• who have never ba4 
an opportum1ty ot talking muoh w1 th laboring n;ien aan 

hardly form a oonoeption of the amount or thinking that 
they are doing." And it you have any doubt about it, I 
would suggest that you spend an hour or two this ooming 
week on the Public Square, where hundreds ot our laboring 
people are walking idly around, and where they group 

themsel vea together trcn time to time in small. groupa and 

talk, and it you have a117 doubt in your mind that these men 

are thinking, and thinking 1no1a1vel.y" and thinking bitterly 
and think1J18 or1t1oa1ly. 70u Will have a rude awakening. · 
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It the city of Cleveland wanted to establish 

a aohool or communisa in its midst, it ooul.d have dme no 

better than what has been done,--men thrown out or 

empl.oyment, seeing their few dollars of savings eaten up 

by idleness, and foroed to stand in line for a oup or 

ooftee. Thia in. our prosperaia and r1 ch Alll3 rioa? People 

are thinking. 

"With many of us it is the al.l absorbing 

occupation, the onl.y thing that occupies their mind. Many 

or these men, otherwise uneducated, talk about the relation 

or employer and employee tar more intelligently than most 

or the eduoated men in the community. The liberal. oan 

&Tolve for them. the whole life, and they must in the oourae 

of a oompa.ratively short time release the power which lies 

in them. Many or their leaders are men of signal 

abili t7, men who oan hol.d their own in di soussi on or 

aotion with the ablest and best educated men in the 

oonmnmity. The liberal. movement must neoessariI.y-

progresa. The people's thought will tak: e shop• in 

action, and it lies with us to aay on what lines the 

action is to be expressed,--whether it is to be expressed 

w1sel.y and temperately, or wildly and intemperately; 

whether it is to be expressed on l.inea of evol.ution, or 

on llnes or revolution. Nothing oan better fit one for 

taking part in the aoiution of these problems than the 

study, and preeminentl.y the practice, or law~ Those who 
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:1 teel drawn to that profession may rest assured that they 

will find in it an opportunity for usefulness which is 

probably unequaled. There is a oall. upon the legal 

profession to do a great work tor this country.~ 

I 
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It ia thia thought that I should like to 
have the gifted nen of the bar--and there are many or 

them--keep oonstanti1 before them. We look to them for 

pol.1 t1oal. leadership 1n our community; we look to them for 

a ala..rit'ioation ot' mass thinking and a guidance for maaa 

action, and we look to them for a tirm and courageous, 

it necessary an impatient, championship of that which ia 

at the heart ot all law and or all oourta,--the fundamental 
rtghta of human beinga--justioe. 

I read to you that sentence tram the Book 
or DeuteronotnT this morning, and I should like to oloae 

with it. ~xustioe, Juatioe, shalt thou pursue.w 

-lEI-
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.l'9tracl of the AddNu 
THI LAWYD 

17 Railtl Dlta Blllel 811 TC' 
The temple, felt. 234, 1930 

One can not cner-eatima\e tbl importance of thl role whlch tu lepl 

proteaaion plqa 1n modern aocie\71 eapeoiall.J 1n such a high].J complex, 

1ndaetr1&lise4 and democratic aoclet7 a1 our• 1n the Unlte4 Stat••• It 

give, ua not onl7 the la1r7er to whoa nearl7 all man at 10me time or other 

-..t turn. It alao mane ow court,, Oar J'adpa from the local poll'?• Ju&e• 

to the chief Ja.•tioe of thl aupreme com-t of tlw United Stat•• are la97era 

who ha.ve been elevau4 to the bench. JJJ#.lf~J/N/;;.f/#f;t,,H~,1;11,,~;:,., 

~#11#1;-f:i.l 'PH 1 ;,,;1:J:1-,~t;.,1-,N,f I mmn1; 1 m mi,, 1 m ,m1m ,,,",,,. 
The men who make \he la••• mwuclpal, atate ad federal imder which .. 

live are in the main recru.itecl from the legal trat.ernlt7. Congnaman and 

aenatora, governor• and atate leglalatora and preaid.lnta of ti. Uni te4 State■ 

••• in extra-ordinaril7 large DmD'ber1 belonged. to 1ih1• profeulon. a faot 

u.nparallel•cl in arq other coua,17. So that wh n we think of the la1r7er we 

have 1n mind the man who•• cal ling, more than ezq other, dlreota tha Judlclal, 

legialatlft and euout1Te mach1M17 of av.r goven1111nt. 

There la bardl.J an important political or eo011G11lc prolale which do•• no, 

come •1 thin tbl aphere of ti. lepl profeaaioa. The•• pro'bl-, if the7 are 

to be aolved at all, ultimatel7 Jlllat tlnd their aolutlon. 1n l•, whether .aada 

b7 court or leg1alat1Te boq, and the legal profeaalo,i oontrol• the court• 

and in the •1D alao al 1 leglala\l ve bodl••• 

Sw:h vu, ,-er lodge• 1n the banda of no other profe1aicm. Hence the 

TU\ reaponaibllit7 and hence too the vut orltlcl• whlch la trequ2itl7 

marled at thl• prof•••lo,i - not all of it J'U\ifl•d. not all ot 1, ,mJu,1tle4. 

It l• v.uclen,1tic ad ,mJut to generalise uoa, a whole prof•••l• 

or to lndlo, - aa a group. at un 1D the lepl. proteaaio,i, aa 12' eTe17 
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1n highe•\ regar4 and their prl •te character and repma,1oa aa 

their moet preciou po■•••■lOA - bove arq purcba.ae price. Tba7 

perform thelr prote■■lonal dutta■ to their client• and tbllr 

clvlc d:utle■ to the ■tat• faithtul.17 and beyond reproaoh. Ma19 

of tbnl are pulallc •plrl ted men who give of their tlm, knowledge 

and ml»•tance \o clrtc and lmmanltarlan cmiaea. Bardl.J a ltoard. 

or coanlt\ee ot an, clnc, rellglou or philanthropic agenc7 1D 

nr collSll\Ullt7 that baa not it■ large quota of laWJ•r• a■ memlaer■ -

perhap• aore than of arq other prof•••lca. Maiq of the liberal 

aplrl ta of our dq, champlona of bJwan right■ and adTance4 leaden 

of thought belong to thl• proteNlon. 

It 1• unfortunate that the pre ■ence ot ao Dl8lQ" lntellectually 

and morall7 ,mquallfled men in thi• great and hiatorlc profeaaioa 

brine dl■repu.te ~n lt and ma'c::M•n forge, tba &ltoge,mr prai

wort~ and invaluable aervlce which the ~ other• render to 

aocl•'7• 

Becaua• of tbl ln.creaaing ma1-r of unfit aen, the prote■1loa 

of lu 1• ateadil.7 1-ooat.nc 1••• of a profeaaion and more of a 

buaiae••• It 1• dacllnlng la dlpit7 and pnatlge. A gceratioa 

or two aco tu l&WJ'ff occupl•4 a mw:h hipr po•ltion 10clal~ an4 

lntelectual}T in the 00111D111Dit7. lie wu not tbl mere h1r•4 ••nan, 
of #' a corporatloa, bank. or an 1ad1ndual., a mere ad,Jao, ot 

bualn•••• Law wu a prote1■1oa in which a man toad tall opportunit7 

for ■elt-espre■•loa for tm reallsatloa of tJ,e noblest ambition• of 

hl• 11:fe COQ1e4 wlth a aa\l■t7ing measure of pride and independence. 

When law bee au• a mere apade to dig with there can be 11 t t le 

profeaalonal pride left in it for no one can respect his calling 

unleaa he can reapect the ba.aic miaaion of that calling. 

It 1• the men in the legal profeaeion who forget that they are 
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par\ of \he Judiot.al •1•\em ot \heir camatz,-, offioer1 and adY11on 

of \be ooa.r\, who•• prilll du\7 and prlYllep 1\ 1• to aaal1I 11114 exped11• 

Juatice, who are reapona1ble tor the 111aJQ' m&lprao,1oe1 of whlch IDeJl 

complain, and Juatl7 compla1n. 1, 1• the men who put the 1ntereate 

of their client• and lnciden\allJ their own, aboYe ewr7 ethical 

conalderatlon and whc> reaort to eney omme to thwart, delq am 4.ef•' 

J\18\loe who ha.Ye broaght ao much di Repde upon 10 worth.7 a proteuion. 

!he•• mea are to be found not onl.7 among the eo-calle4 IIDllll tr11 of 

the prote111 an, the poor atanllnga who "111 do ~bing \o keep 

the wolf from the door, bu.t the7 are to be fO\Uld alao, and 1n larp 

nuabera,among th• aiooeutvJ., long eatabllahe4, po111he4 aa4 TUMnl. 

111Dld•• ot big lualm•• and corpora,1on. !he7 •111 reaor\ to •••17 \ecbuoall,1 

to cunning and \o pel17fogiDg to hamp.- and fn.1\~I• J•''•• 
All too ~ •• 1n the lepl profuat.on oan be bough\ to 1u tl h.te 

au.it• for ,mJat claima, to fight Jut cl 1me and te wear down a 

rich\eou caue through endl••• 11t a,1on. 

Repu.\able 1-,er• who an M&lou for their profeaa1oJl haw 

oompl&lne4 oYer and over acaln about the delqa and \he 1nequllt1•• 

1D the adllllni1tratlon of J•tloe 1n our colUltJ7. !he rlch man 1• 

fa1r17 Maure Nbln4 a -.,,-, of htch prloe4 law,en, the poor 

man tlnd1 legal re4reA ■low, upenaift an4 wbn he wiu,he 10 .. a. 

To the ored1, of Amerio an Bar Aaaoc 1al1on• it aho111.d be a,aul that 

th87 haT• been 1n reoen, 7ea:r1 ftl7 aerloualy and earneall7 concerne4 

aboa.t tbaN glarlnc lmpel'teo,1ona 1n au ~•la. 

It 1• clear that the profe•lcm will •••r entlnl7 f- l\Nlf 

ot the JDU'11114en ad tbl exploltera. Mach can • done to •4 al 

the•• 1noompelenl and wade1lrulea lW ra1■1Dc \he alaaMna of lepl 

edaoa,t.aJl, lncnulng entnnoe ncplnaenla, more ·••-.111~col111 

■cr,eftl•lea ot CUTioala 1a law Nhoola ad more 1·4p4 -~~ eseSm\lou. 
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Dn• all greater emph•1l1 ahould • laid upon delllaera\e 9114 lnteulw 

tralnlnc in ti. •r&la and elblG• of Ule l•pl prof•••1on, 1Jl 

the fmld•ent&l principle• and o'bJeotlTN of J.mr and 1D tm nolala 

■l11lon of the 1-.,.- in aoo1e,7. 111114 tntnlng 18 not •ouch• 

The 7oag - who enter• a profeaaion •o full of temptation•, one . 
/ ln which he i• ao trequentl7 called upon to make Tital, ethical 

I 
declaiona, •her• h11 conaclace alone ia h1a pide, ahould lae 

glYen a thorngh training in ethic• and 1n aoclal reapoul'blllt1. 

Tu le~ profeaaion nmst aaswne the larpa, •am.re ot 

reapona1b1lfty for tbe condition of general diaregard ~ la• 

in ov coatli' todaw. When •• oomplaln ot the diangarl tor law 

among people •• amat r..._laer t.h&I people can not be mada te 
I 

reapeot law den tiw, are made aware O'fer aD4 over again that 1• 

la trequantl.7 a cont.at of w1\a, a cln'er game a, c1~,1nc 

Juatlce, th&t all too frecpmtl7 the foa of· the law rather \haa 

l ta n_a,ance la atreaH4, that lure o rate 11•11', unn~ eD4 

lmpoae DIUUll8 vpoa '••• who an leul ule lo C&ff'I tha 8114 \hal 

tbe7 tnqaen-'~ f«fV OM CN'IP a4 plw wlbel- at a din4fta'-• Iba 

legal proteu1on, controlling cov\a and leg1a1&"1r•• la in poaltloa 

fairer and lea• ezpenaiTe. 

'?he legal profeaalon baa tremend.Gu.a opportun1tlea for aoclal 

••nice. Society ahoald normall.7 turn to it for guidance and leaur

ahip in a.11 , eat aoc ial political and economic quationa. n 

the proteeaion reooYera lt1 independenae 11114 lta miaalon lt •111 

regain the contldente an4 the ••INm ot ... 





~fk- f -ff V. r. au. AA ,&uv~. 

-



~~-~~ ) ea~ ~'4 

. ,, U-r -d/... ~ 1,:.,,:/ ~.,, 
~K #£L-b.

...,,'.4~#~ 



~ ------
' 

I a 

'M4' t, ti, -----=-
1 ----~ ~ ~ ~ --- d ~~ 
• • I ~ ~ (:w ~~ ;;"" '1 ~ eµ~C~ 

~µ, k,-M , I~ ~~ 





A--~<--

nro _ qptw 
-~ 

"""""r;,,,,,,_ ,,. 

~~~-



" H~ wt., ,._.tu --r1 ti,./ ,L ~ 1 I ,,1__,-r--? ~ ~ L 
'lr4-,,1,1;1, ~ ~ __ -BJ,,L ~~,~ t;:.,~ ~ 
~ ~·· 
1-~ ode· c..-c1,1__:... : ~ -,t di, f-r~ L ~ 
S,...,[_,._. ,t 'rfl/l,t,¢M w~. -ll /a-p /' Af«-4J ~
,,l ~ - ''ti: 1' lw0 ll7 ,, 

h,A ~ 




