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7ithin the lat nine years three inter-

national nav 1 co f ren es have been h ~d oo o rs 

reduction or a limit tic i time arm.amen t. in 

the e n ne year three events transpired 1hich should 

have, by all the rules of logic, hel ed make the naval 

conferences successful. bese three events wer :;) three 

major inte ational agreements on the part of the rinci al 

powers of the earth never to resort -to 1ar a11 d al ,· ys to 

submit t~eir disputes to arbitration. 

In 1 21 the rorld 8ourt was finally rati.1. ied, 

1d today o e fifty nations h ve ·oined the list of those 

who ratified tl is court f' int • tion 1 justice. This 

court \ as called into exist nee t e and determine 

disputes of an int ational ch r cter which .'ill be 

re.;. err d to it b the parties to the dispute. It is also 

authorized top ss advisory judgment on 1 uestions which 

will be referred to it by the assembly or the council of 

the League of : ations. 

us al 1 the nations who we rties to the 

naval conferences signified their intention hereto ore to 

refer disputes which may lea to war to this l rld .,ourt for 

amic ble judicial adjustment. ~ven the ited t~tes, w o 

for many years refused to l:jnter the court, has now oractical .... 

ly indic t d its dherence to this court under certain 

reservations. 
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his t e i r t even t h i h ould h ve 

cont ibut d to tl e ccesefor any conference or t e 
ye rs 

1 m 1 t t on of n v 1 rm en t . e v/ 1 t r, in 26, the 

,oc mo tre t • es -;ere si d . y the t e rms o the s e 

tre ties the gre t p ers of ~uro e-- land , ◄ r· nc e, 

any, taly--ple ed themse ves e er to .av recourse 

to arms, nd i any controversies ihich ight arise 

vere al 'YS tor er th • dirferences to arbitr tion . 

hey ·urthe , or a reed to co e to the ass t c e of 

o~ the s gnavories u...~ • stly tt eke. n ase 

provok att k the n tions ill t once p eal to vhe 

e 

yo e 

un-

counc 1 o the ~e ue, hich, after inv stigation, ~11i 

dete in ~let er ~he act of res as un revoked 

a d unjustified, and in th· t cas • t i 1 i . diately 

summon all the o "'r si n tor y nations to co e to the 

milit rF assista~ce of then t·on thus att·c ~ed. nd r ce 

d er any,o ticula ly l ed themselves to th_s .e 

inte ational mode o procedure . 

his as the sec on e .. ent hich shoul have 

e easy the role of an confer nee, other ~·or milit·ry 

or fo naval di~armament ; for h vi reed ot to fi ht, 

there is no sense in maintaining h e a d costly rm nts. 

nd then in 28 c e tho historic act o aris, i~h is 

bett r kno n s the Kellog- ri·nd treaty for the outla,ry 

of ar, in hich all the reat n tions , • cludi t nited 

t tes, le ed the selves for all times to renounce ar s 

an int et of national policy . I of this pact 
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reads: 'he high contracting p rties solemnly decl re in 

the names of the r e e cti ve eo le th they con n 

recourse to r or the solution of international contra -

versies, and renou ce it as an inst ent o nation 1 

policy in their lat· ons 7i th one another. ' 

II o t is covenant reads: '' he high cont act in 

ree the set tl 3rent or solution of 11 dis 

nd rt icle 

arties 

tes or 

conflicts, of wh tever nature and o hatever origin, l ich 

my arise among them, shall never be sou ht exce t by 

paci 1c means. tt 

nd et • n spit e o th is th e e- fold 1 d e, 

this thr e- ol sol mn cove ant on the art of' the n t o 

never to resort to var, never t e tl eir annies and 

navies, al ays to settle thir d • e.ences trough 

bitr tion, --in s it e of these t ee major a ee ents 

enacted i thin t e last nine ~ears , three n val con er0 nces 

conv ed durin these self-s e nine ye s failed e ither 

in limiting arms or in reducing them. 

I refer, of course, to the rl sh· gton 

..10nference of 19 1, to the eneva onfe ence of 1927, and 

to the ondon Jonfe nee hich is jut no passing thro h 

the any o a slow death. or as far s any ossible 

re uction in naval armament is concerned, the ondon 

con erence 1s as ead as door nail. e p rty is all 

over. The sad thing abut it all s th tit ants to die 

nd oesn't now how. • cover ould perf onn an act of 



./ 

u reme mercy 1 he summoned r . timson nd his collea ues 

back heme . he conference is failure, havin f iled to 

achieve any of the objectives ·or •hich it was convoked. 

The shington onference in 1921 as a :rli. lure in s ite of 

the fact th t it ,as acclaimed as a gre t triumph for 

disarmament; in s ite of the f ct that the bells of churches 

tolled out ecstatically on the day the conference o en d. 

nd .r. 1ughes made his historic decl ration of erica's 

policies. I sometimes suspect that hen ch ch b lls 

begin to toll oliticians be in to s ile . 

ince the ashi gton onfe ence in 1921, 

which was to limit naval arm , ent, the five nations 

si natory to t he a re nents en d into at that con erence 

have built since that time over a i lion and a half tons 

of ne\v arships. ..n 1 md has built 72 new ships to a total 

of 4-04.00 ton • the nited tates 69 ships to tot 1 of 

389,000 • tons; j pan 116 ships to a total of 031,000 

tens; r nee 112 ships to a total of 238,000 tons; Italy 

68 ships to a total of 118,000 tons. is as the result 

of the Tashington Gonfe ence f'or tle re uction of . armament . 

ane of these nations, especially the i ted 

tates, 1rance a taly, are actually spen ing ore mon y 

on their navies in 1930 than they did in 1 22; nd la st 

year these five nations alone spent over a thous an million 

dollars on the upkeep of their navies . 

o that the jubilation of the success of the 
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1 sh 1 ton .,onfere 1oe was, to say the least, a bit too 

anticipatory. he eneva onference in '27 didn't et 

anywhere; it turned out to be a double failure; it ended in 

a dea lock; nothing as done· no a~ree ents e re e teed 

into. _ nd now t e ondon vonf re ce ro ises to le d t 

best to a eneral increase inn val ar ents. 

It might perh p s be ell to revie , o t 1 t 

we 1 ay keep cle in mind hat is going on in t re world 

to ay, the story of th 0 se conferences, to see are the 

motives back of them. to the lorld • ar ~ngl nd' s navy 

outclasse 1 rica's n vy completely in eve sense. 

=ngl nd was then spending about t ce the money th t Je 

ere soen ing on its nav annually. obod y seemed ar-

ticularly to mind it. e eren' n any slee in the 

years before 1914 over the f ct that n land's navy as 

about t ice the size of our navy, d n land ~as 't 

particularly abusing us or maltreating us because of the 

superior strength of its navy. hen the ar came, and the 

war was responsibl.e for a vast shifti of po .rer and 

prestige in our direction. Our coin.IJerce increased tre

mendously; o intern tional inter sts the fore incre sed 

vastly .. e becrune a re tb tin order to eserve our 

neutr 1 rights during war, as we attem te to do in the 

early years of the : r, ~e 

le as t , so e t h:J ht , - -to 

ust have a _ o verful navy, - -at 

ive force to our declar tion in 

behalf of neutrality. d s as e rly as 1916, under t e 

inspiration of President on, the 1916 naval pro ram was ------------- -=-------+----~· 
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adopted, which purposed to ive to the mi ted States in a 

few years a navy second to none. 

That 1Vas the beginning of our rivalry with 

~reat Britain in shipbuilding. year later, in 1917, we 

entered the orld war on the side of the .. 1.llies, and 

therefore we could not logically roceed to build in 

competition vith Great ritain. rt was 1'ound th t reat 

ritain had enough of cap i tal ships to take care of the 

enemy; so that we began to s pend our money on auxiliary 

ships, on careo ships, on submarine chasers and destroyers. 

But in 1919, i mmed :ia tely after the war, and aL,iost 

simultaneously 1th the opening of the peace conference, 

we resumed our navy building ro .o-ram of 1916, and we 

began to build capital. ships i e rn st, in order to 

reach arity with reat Rritain~ or perhaps even to out

rank r;reat ritain; and our ships were to be of the 

newest, o1' the mo st powerful sort. aving learned, so 

the naval experts tell. us, t he experiences of the battle 

of' Jutland, we we re to profit by that exp erie nee and we 

were to build ships that would cower ali the othe battle

ships of any other great power. • nd in the three years 

bet een i918 and 1921, when President ilson's administra

tion came to a close, we spent over a half a billion or 

dollars in the construction of new ships for our navy. 

e --q,nglis h tried to dissuade us. he 

nglish saw their stery of the oceans challen d, 

endan ered.. But e ere not to be diss ded. Harding's 
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administration as not addicted to the big navy idea 

as much as • ilson's administration was. The Republicans, 

however, felt guilty, as they sometimes do. Having 

defeated the League of Nat ions, having kept the United 

ta tes from ent er1ng the League, they felt that they 

ought to do something to show Anerica's interest in world 

peace; and so President {a.rding sum.maned the . ashing ton 

Conference in 1-921.; and at this conference we did a most 

amazin thing. Mr. Balfour said that our declare t ion 

came to him and to his delegation as·a profound shock of 

surprise." Iow when a diplomat uses such te s, that 

must have been a shock. 

In 1921 we had ac ual)} reached parity •.-:i th 

.,.reat ritain's navy, and in respects we were superior 

to reat ritaints navyi and the other naval powers were 

impoverished by the war, could not buil.d, cotltld not compete 

with us, and we could have carried on our building pro

g ram until we would have had a navy :)e rhaps as large as 

the two large st navies of the other powers; and yet, in 

spite of the ;fact that we we re in that most unusual 

posit ion of actual naval supremacy, we offered, through our 

spokesman r r. Hughes, to reduce our navy to an absolute 

parity with ~reat ritain . 

.That it meant as far as we were concerned 7 • s 

that ~m ·;;ould scrap fourteen of these newest and most 

powerful. capital ships, some of ·r ch were already built, 
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so e o 1hich ,e .., ' in finished, --fo teen sh· s in 

ich over five hun1red illions of do 

been invested. 

show its ood 

e junke them 11. 

rs had lread 

d ;.ill land, o 

d t o ca • tal shi • ch ere 

still on a er% - along 

hi s. pan scrappe t. ee battle h: s, a e 

pa e battleship . 

e str e, ith ne fine 7est re 

we sacri iced naval supr macy. e di d m r t ha t t . 

e per • ttec ourselves to be out ii tted. -le con erence 

s convoked t 1 • it 11 types o s hi s, --not merely 

cQp • t 

so eho 

1 i ps -- c isers, .,st oy s, sub .. arine . 

y the t. t co te n t.:: j urned, o ly t. e 

c pit a 1 ~ i ps i 'ch e e limited. 11 ot er 

s ips in :1 u h ot er na i o s e .ce led . r not li it ed. 

mhe r·tio of 5- -3-3 for s ere son or ot'er-- 1 nd 

bl· ned t on 10 e, .i; r· nc e blamed it on ,n land; you Know 

ho thin s o, - -for some re9.son or otr er t _ t ratio s 

not • pp ie d to other typ s ot' ships e_<c e pt the ro. jor 

b ttleship. 

·7e s 0 d - ver, cour e, . ve pe itted 

t:.... v to ·1a ppen; e s.ould neve : a re consented to 

lim tat ion of C pit 1 shi s e 0 e t e auxili ry s ips 

re 11 1 ted. h t was our coloss·l blunder. gl d 

emer ed fro the • s .. in ton vOn er ce, to • ts own v st 

sur rise gr ti cation, tri ... hant, --its nav sup eme; 



n it is no , onder th t "r . . 1 our ·,hen _ e tur d 

ho e, s .a de an e rl . 

edi tely fol lo • t 1 s las i t 

o e n e in 21, ngl nd procee d to build additional 

cruisers - for c i e rs er ... _ ot limited, you see; nd 

before long this I""d.tio went O'lim eri completely, and 

the ni ted t·=- tes found it self out cl s ed and some 

citizens i . rica believed th t the r had lso be n 

,hat is technic lly kno rJn as the ·• ouble -cross''; 

there ·1 s a vast amount of grumbling in tl e c untry. 

:JO that esident Joolid e called for a 

se ond confer ,nv e '! ich v. ot ld 1 imi t the au .. i 1 • ry ships 

ihich h not been l L1i t ed at . · s: in ton Confe en e . 

• d, r·nce, Italy, ... e in vi t ed the e s n tions, -- • 

J an, to come to a conference in eneva, b t none of them 

as articularly anxio s to c~ e to tl is co_ ence . 

r nee and Italy decline 

hey felt they' d en 

the i vi tat ion compl ly . 

ealt tlth rt.er: rshl at the 

ashin ton Jonfe ence . _hey 'ould ot come to a other one . 

1 nd accepted t .. e invi ta 11 • on ith rese va "Ci ons , and the 

reservations finally wrecKed the eneva conference . 

t this neva .., onfer nee the merican 

re resent tive asked , nd seemin ywith j tioe, th t the 

saner ti o hich had been pplied in ashin ton to the 

c pital ships be pplied no to all other ty es of sips , 

nd th t th ited t tes oul b r ady to reduce in 
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tonn .o-e its ships to the minimum that any nation wants 

to go, just so there be an absolute parity in trese 

auxiliary boats. The •nglish dele 0 ation refused. They 

said that they are perfectly satisfied to have limitation 

as reg ards the class cruisers. "'ou may think I am 

speaking as a naval expert. I really know very little 

about it. I am quoting the f --- cts ·which an average layman 

readine the facts can acquire. he English dele 0 t ion 

maintained that li itation was all rig t for the larger 

cruisers and class A cruisers, which the Jni t ed ,:Jtat es 

seemingly needed, because we haven 1 t as many naval bases 

as England has, and our ships must have a wider cruising 

radius. o as re6 ards the class A shi s, which we needed 

in larger nuu1b ers, -wngland was to limit them, but 

as regards the smaller cruisers, for ihich we did not 

have particular need, but which England needed, w.ngland 

was not willing to have any limi~ations placed upon them. 

And so the conference crune to deadlock and was adjourned. 

ix months later, in answer to this failure 

at n-eneva, our naval appropriation committee presented to 

the Congress of the ni ted States a new naval program 

which meant we would build up principally in the cruiser 

class to a point H ere we would have parity or supremacy 

as regards ngland. Tb.is naval pro6ram called for the 
twenty-five cruisers, 

building in a few years of/nine destroyers, t irty-two 

submarines and five aircraft carriers, amounting to the 
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neat sum of 725 r illions of dollars. If n-land was 

not going to a ee to a arity with us, we uld shov her. 

is ro rru w s finally modified, ec use 

th re wa.s such a hue and cry tl oughout this co try 

against this terrible expenditure of funds, es ecially 

at a ti me \ hen e were announcing to the world that 

universal peace had been est blished through the Yellogg-

Briand reaty. his rograt1 r/as finally modified to 

fifteen cruisers of class A, which would be built within 

three ye· rs or so. _ 1at w s our answe to reat rit in. 

ut there ·1 s one proYiso attached to it: that should in 

the meantime an international conference be convoked 

for the limitation of armament, the ,.. resident of the 

nited , tates is empo ered to su n work on any or 

all of these shi s. n other or , the United t tes 

vas still anxious to h ve limit tion and still strivin 

to find a way out. 

In_ ril, 1 29, the prepar tory disarmament 

confe ence met in Geneva, nd we ,ere there resented, 

and our spokesman, .rr. Gibson, ·ain reiterated the 

American position: that 1 e were ready to enter in a ree1 ent 

for the li i tati on and reduction of navies provided that 

reduction will hold good for all catagories of ships, and 

that we placed no minimum upon the tonnage. re are ready 

to o do ·1n to the very minimum of navies if other nations 

will do simultaneously. By that time the n lish 
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overnment had one into the ands of the L bor party, and 

ac on 1 had become prime minister of nglan~. iac onald 

is a pe ce-loving man, • nd one of his irst e forts s 

to get in touch 1th our ambassador in Lon on, r. Dawes, 

to be in discuss ions which ould lead to an icable 

u derstandin bet,een xreat ritain and the T ited t tes 

on the sub·ect of nav 1 limitation. nd soon there ter 

the rime inister announced in Parliament t ne otia-

tions h d advanced to a point :here success seemed 

likely; that l e w s to visit the i ted t es in the 

n ar uture to talk over the matters in detail with 

President ·oover, and that in the .e ntime .e ordered 

that the construction of some c uis rs and other naval 

d i y to his ~ine gesture 

President oover o ered the work on three of our cruisers 

to be suspended, a.~d in reat ri 1 of ast ye r the 

prime minister visited the nited :)tates. Ie as welcomed 

by t ~e entire country as a true emiss ry of pe ce and 

international good wilI. 

He red his eetings with the President, and 

a fe d ys later they issued a joint st ter ent, which I 

would like to read to you, because it 1as on the basis of 

this state ,. en t th at the ond on C onf e reno e ~ as convoked. 

'h exchan e of views on naval eduction 

has brou ht the t ,o nations so close to , ee a nt th t 

the obstacles in reviou confe nces risin out or 

-12-
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n lo- me ican disa reeme ts eem now substantially 

removed. e have ke t the nations which took art in the 

shin ton naval conference of 1922 in o ed o the ro-

gress 01' our onve rs ti ons, e have now . reposed to 

them th t we should all J. eet to t er and t to c e to 

a common agree. nt which wruld justify each in makin 

substantial naval reductions. n a ree ent on naval 

annaments cannot be co leted itho the cooper tion 

of other naval po ers, and both of us feel sure that 

by the same free d candid discussion of needs hich 

has c racterized our conve sation, such mutual under-

s andings iill be reached as will 

.Tanuary o s ib:te. 

ke naval a ree1ent next 

"In vie 0.1. tl e se uri y af'fo ded by t 

Peuce P ct ( the Paris Pact) , 1 ave been able to end, ie 

trust forever, all competitive building bet ~een ourselves, 

with the risk of rand the waste of ublic money 

involved, by a~reeing to a arity of leets c te ory by 

c tegory. 

in a lar 

uccess in the co in co e ence ·11 res lt 

dec rease in then val equipment of the orld, 

and, hat is eq lly importa t, the reduction of ros ec

ti ve ro rams of construe ti on hich ould other ·ise 

od uce com et 1 ti ve b ild in . 

'' e ho e d believe that the steps e have 

t en ill armly welcomed by the eoples om e 

re res nt s a substantial contribution tote efforts 



universally iade by 11 nations to gain security or 

eace, not by milit ry organizations but by peace ul 

mens, rooted in . ublic o inion and en~orced by a ense 

o ~ justice in the civilized world.' 

ut it is a far cry, my f iend s, et ween 

ho es expressed and ulfi 1 ent. In the ve y first days 

of the Lon on : onf e ... ence i bee· me apparent that tl at 

conference is faced 11th insu ountable dif iculties. 

In th 0 first place, for the it ed t tes to have complete 

parity ,·1 i th "n 1 nd in matters of cruisers one of t vo t ings 

would have to happen: either t l t I n-.:il d would r ,due e 

its cruiser tonnage to the level of ours--in other o s, 

doing no i what e did in shi ton--or we would have to 

build up or c iser to1nage to e~t n land's level. 

If •nglc...nd iven to alt ism in its internat· onal 

rel tionships, vhe "'irst o.n t he e alte atives rould 

have be en ado ted. n land ·10 a. ~ ave 

est re, and ould have s id, " e ill scr 

e a generous 

a cert in 

numo r of cruisers hich we no lo ·er re lly need, because 

e kno th t e are not gain to 

ould be the end of the story. 

r ith you. 

ut =ngland is not c;i ven 

t 

to alt ism. o f th • s ind , d so the only other al tern ti ve 

is for the nited t tes to build up, an th t means t t 

in the n,., xt e y rs ,e aha 11 _rob bly h ve to s pend 

thousand million aollar ---one billion doll s to build up 

a •1ari ty with re t rit in in the . t t of cruisers. 0 
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that i_stead of h vin 

shall ctually have 

e c ion in n~v 1 rm ents e 

inc_e e, and this ious hoe of 

pious hope. .. ac on l d nd oover ill remain 

Just 1hy e nee arity ith ri ta in, 

just why ve aves dd enly begun to 1orship this re t od 

ari ty ' just ·1hy parity sl ould have become t e sine qu_ 

non in our intern tion 1 ent prog r , I, or one, do 

ot e sta d. or o er h f century a 1 ore e 

got ·long very ~ell, eve1 thou h we had no parity in 

bat leships ith re· t rit i . 

tr· ple upon c· use o t ne .. ct; but seemin ly par·ty -

h no become the new slo an, the ne fetish, t e ne 

t i fty-four-fo y or f ht. ' ·11 be soun ed 

over a d over a ain in the e s r eo 

days o co e. 

o doe p rity is e e· ce o ody 0 'S. 

U OS vo 1 .ave t· e s e ber o th ,..,rea 

ri t in: wo d that insure e : o l d be no r bet een 

s? - the unthink ble r? d 1 at o d prevent ,re t 

itain r 

eo 1 be 

Jo e 

lo er a 

t. r tl 

ma. in n lli nee ·1i th pa 

rity? 

c ainst us? 

o lo • 11 

beguiled by such stu idities s t t? 

J an s udd nly re l'zed ·hen the ~ondon 

c lle ti t t ol atio ~ s no J. 

ble. he no i sks or 10-10-7, ncrease 

n ecre se. It ly, C r ied a r,ay by t sci st 
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egalo ani 
' 

no Int arity • t ce, bich I. 11 

an oth, n 1 se. ce, nettl d by this 

p tens on o taly, no dem n editerra e n n V 

equal to h t of Italy s, plus all t otl e ... ships t t 

s e ,111 req r in he 0 her oceans se S 0 t e e r 

t r nc e se. 

it·. t ly d d ndin inc e se 

in ei r navies, 

en t have a n 

1 nd, ,hos tr d ·t • on 1 policy as 

equ t th t of the to 1 rest 

n val peters in ~u pe, is act 

nee ssity of increa ing it~ vy. 

ly co ranted I ith t e 

nd tlen on to o it 

all ranee dee, res now, s ·t id decl e before the 

confe ence, t t ·t c ct 0 ti on, not to 

ction, u til ne r· ty ct is ente ed 

e nited t tes ·11 be p rty hich 

h. 

speak of r 

into to h. ch 

ill rot ct nee in c se o an ttack by no er po r. 

r nc e , in t r ·, ar ds , h 

exerci ti on o the ·_ello -B iand 

dem nded the 

e ty. It no 

dem nds th t t ... e ited ot tes sh 1 ree t t en 

r ce is en n e-ed th tit ill enter i to consult tin 

or co e ence it nee . just 'h t t consul ta-

tiv r t' 0 ~ ich u ve read e t de 1 . n 

th ne s apers recently, ctu lly e ns , ·t is very 

iffic-ult to s y. It y mean noth in an it y me 

r t de 1. tr. timson m int 1 s th t ·t me s nothing 

bu 1 1 t 1in s ove r. e =r ch, I sus ct , re 



much g e ter relit in tt s of o 1 i i cs t han h • 

at hey • i h to g ain b t • a e ent • s to pl ce t e 

ited t tes under moral obli ation so n 

i thre 

to the 

ed u on _r nee it ill 1 Vv t e o c sion to s y 

ed t tes: ' ou e us r uce o n vy. 0 

y have o to co e to el us . ' etl er t av is 

pr actically a ·11t cy alli ce or not, I, for o e, ~ 

Jni ted not able to say. But surely the C'tena te o t 

t tes wi 1 n ver consent to such at ing. here a in . 

is a seemingly insurm unt ble obstacle to u ces . 

o th t t • s confe ence, 1 c be an t 

sch lowin ho s an the rt of the ~resid nt o he 

n te l,Jt tes n the rime i te ft land, is endin 

in disaster. . • imon s, h s erha s one of the 

est in o ed e ~s ape en t t _,; onfe nee, th 

summarizes t e Lon on onfe-ence: 

tt t has en s id th t t e con e rc-nce would 

r s ult in i itation, if not re UC ·ion, but the truth is 

th t the limit tion ich ·1ill fo llo ot been a 

conse uen ce of t confe e c e, but r the r of economic 
. 

an 1nanc1 l con iti ns o the ive ... o ers . 11 re 

ofn to build 1 that they c n ford. i its hich 

m· y be set,if the e be a tre ty, rill retty e ctly co

incide ,ith the mon y which they .ave to spend,or the 

yards thich they : ave available _or buil in . he . in 

t sks of real re uction or ven e fective limit to 11i, 

- 17 -



I 

in any event,-tre ty or no 

next con erence of 1935. 

ty,-be nest oned to the 

he re son lie n the 

im ossibility tod yo. adjusting olitical q estions in 

sue a fa ·on to persua e eve 1 o ers to i ul e 

in ny rel cess tin of buil in or actual reduction. 

o et ar·ty with rit i we must build; to keep pace 

i ith us a nm t build; to g ard a ainst erm at1.d 

Itali n d ngers,real or i agin , ~ ance t build; 

to be equal 11th • nee taly must build. In the f ce of 

t er buil ~ ng rit ·n c nnot st nd still. his ·s a 

icture of t e reality t the London Conference. That is 

th reason ·;hy any conference called before poli ticnl 

atmos heres h e chan ed ill en , not in reduction but 

ex ansio , n in limitation ust be chie ly 

illusory.' 

at is the ay out? y, seemin ly, there 

is no 'iay out at resent. 11 the peoples suffer f ram 

the er hin burden of r aments, yet their statesmen canno 

find tl.e ay out. ometi es the sword is the only way of 

cutti t e Gordian knot. on 't you see th t s long 

as this politic 1 atmosphere o h1:Ch .. r. imonds spe ks, 

of sus icion istrust, remains any confe nee is 

doomed to f ilure. ations ~ill 

be in tot st one another. 

t uism h ·ch c nnot be stresse 

isarm only ~en they 

at is truism but a 

too often. In 

atmos here o dist t and suspicion and intrigue, no 

-18-



ctual reduction or land a ame tor se 

ever t ke 1 ce. 

8.! ent ill 

erha s after not· er deca e, or a 

d c es, after the nat ons of' t e e rth ill have lived 

un er the act of ris d under the oc a rno ties, 

an the League of at ions for lo er period of ti e, 

and have seen lorv tleir di fe ences can be and re being 

adjust eacefully, and thro h th t nrocess ·11 le rn 

to lose so .e of their mutu 1 distrusts d .&•e rs, e h .,_ s 

th n , ill be the t e "''or the be ·inning of real reduction 

in arm ents. ntil that ti e I afraid nothing o a 

substanti ch cter can be o e, and until t hat ime it 

is the bounde duty o every devotee o pe ce to continue 

that type of pe ~ ce ro gand n e uc t on hich h ve 

been responsible, at least in a measure , or the eace 

efforts on the art o the nati o s o h e e rth. 

e must continue to ore ch incess ntly in 

so hool, in pul 1 ts, in clubs, in newspapers, at eve -ry 

occasion, the do as of international de endence, and ore 

particul rly of economic international de en ence, so th t 

they beco e thought habits, thought patt e rns o the peo.les 

o the c rth; d we must guard ourselves through a 

veritable vi ilen ce inst those vast industri 1 or 

ca it listic or anizations controllin our int rnational 

relationshi s; or ar,my friends, is almost l~ays the 

result of economic conflict. e in the ited t tes 



have b un to clamor for a larger and la r navy 

because our v st ca italistic organizations, bent u o 

economic imperialism an e ansion, ant to ave bi 

navy back of them. f there is every to be a ar - od 

forbid - betieen the Tnited t' tes and reat ritain, i 

111 be brou t about by the economi rivalry of a ew 

vast corpo tions lere and in gland . ert inly o 

eoples don 't ant ar nd our peoples on't ~ to 
. 

compete in am· ents. he Jerking an in ..,leveland 1ho 

is out of em loyi ent has no ciuarrel with the 1orkin m 

in ondon who is ut of emplo ent; nor oes the an ho 

is em loyed he re d orking honestly have any quarr 1 

ith his confrere in anch ste or iverpool. Oil 

inter sts .em~ps more than any h r roop are ere ing 

an atmosphere of bitterness and rivalry bet~ een these 

reat peo les 01 the earth. 

e must be in to uard our selves ainst it. 

Recently read a very r rkable stat 1 ent - and 1ith 

that shall close - made by the an ho is responsible 

for the ou plan, b which the nanci ul trouble of 

the or~d ·ar e e finally str i htened out. O 1en • 0 

in a ,ost remark ble st tement, has this to say to the 

.American eople on the subject of economic interde endence 

of nations, and the politic 1 plications o th t. 

' h t about the re ationshi of eco ornics 

to politics and international coo er ti on? 11, my 

-20-
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ans er 1s this: e onomic inte ration o e orld is a 

necess ry ereq isite t e fective politic 1 coo er to 

in the iorl . erica the re test creditor natio 

is or inte sted than y othe in econo ic in e tion 

o the , hole orld. ~tis inevitable th t roman 

e ono 1 oint of vie she tak an interest in nd be 

concerned in t e te ial robl sand irs o every 

countr on the lobe. solation to e ic as n coo 1 

or political ..I.. ctor is impossible. he aterial 

develop .ent 01' ount ries ,111 necessa ily be to us a 

t er f re t conce n, bot_ om an idealistic nd 

p ctic l point 0 vie • If all peoples every r1 er C ld 

be 1· t d in pro ucti ve capaci y 1d onsumin ower to 

point eq ~al to ur .vn, en n 

c pit l woul be better employed, 

red wo ld be allevi t d, 

rk et s ,ould e 

en ar ed, un m loy nt ;ould iminish, "nd a uch more 

peaceful ~orld would be insure . Let no man think that 

the li-.rin st d ds o .e ic be p nently 

m intained t meas r bly hi her level th those o the 

oth r civilized counties. ithe all 11 t th irs 

to o s or they 111• our o n o n to t e rs . 

riffs and oth ett 

te o ·rily j sti i ble, 111 int e lo run only acccntua e 

th trouble . Our e er· enc e • t home durin the 1 st 

ne ion s oul t c u tl t s .J r tion into di e ent 

roups or the sel sh pu ose of ben it t on t .e 
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e pe e o the ot 1e r is a·1u e. t . s ot so y 

ye· s o tl t our in ustri l le e s in he ni ted 

t'tes thou ht t t lo e sc e ne cess ry o 

en bl c pit 1 toe rn pro.1.it. 0 e e le rned t t 

sc· le" y be consistent not only ith lo 

pro ction costs b t lso ith the reatest securit to 

ret n on c pit inv st~ ent. n ord, e a le r i 

in 100 i t the hi et ,el of 11 r t er t • 

ny c s i a 1 e objective v 

pr 

in 

ed. o lon • i 11 it t • e us to le rn t 1is 

·orl so sm 11 Q 

t noo 

d r yrd s ro e 

e lan e nesd in th 11 0.1. he e r, 

1th dolph . 001s in chene • hursday, t 7: 0 

in th ornin, int e in o y,c;, r' d tat t 

on rs tion c n be he by r· c ·1 ca l eve boy in 

the iorld t n times a nd se ens. o lon c n 

,o ld? y pee le aint in isolation in ~uch 

"I is too 1 te n our om . nte es ts, to 

th·nk in t 0 e ·solat· n. 0 se ure t e 

V 1t ·es o· cono rium ,e ust 0 eyond 

o:f 

t, 

pol' ti 1 frontiers. ay i n ecla tic of 

ace ut ,. 11 con in i e ollo ' 
n eco C po 

' n i C easing re i st nee in 

countrie s ell 0 th n o selves to t disa ent 

r,hic i t e insu ce o· th ce e eek. oliti s in 

ic ay t ro r C o"' i tic C 0 to • 

-22-



ore ·ord, 1 says r. oung . 

erica i too rich to be love . .. e is ·ell enou h o f 

to e envie . h atti 

n _ u . c ~ b.. • .. e r s p r 

nes ·n ·so t·on, s1e ·111 h e 

it be o e o 

ed in 

re· esponsi bili ty; • it be ne o .J. b astful es s in 

er ~ucc ss, s e • 1 h e ·sused the thins h·ch ~od 

h s iven her. I pr for sober d sensible respons-

ibility a spirit of ·r tiuude for the tins ~e have 

a 1ri of r endliness an hel fulness • d coo er t·on 

for· 11, p"ri of restr int in 

hi h :1 s been entruste to us, 

i speech. f dr t 

.. ave ot Thee i 

e u e of 

mo t of al 

y 0 

rnier ;e loo e 

we: or f nt. C 

1 

bo sts nd f olis ~o 

... 1 us 

y o ... n pe le, O ord. " 

e :t e ic n tat n, 

o:' vi vi on. _ n 1e, t. on people 1.0. e .. ot 

.:.n tl e c uncil c be of th gre t, hoc nnot sitar nd 

t e o fer..,,. bles it .. t e 10 mill ons o pl· i ol s, 

~on y t e bill for rmie d vie , : o c .. r t e 

yoke, se!1 o r on to r to be b t c e red 

n mut 1 tad,--.e, t .. e p in, CO! on elks ho re so 

often led by propa nd 0 0 ten con used by 

ry pin ns, VO if rou ly e re sed - -. ' e, the commo 

ol -s C n do but t •, s i .. t e ay o e ce. e is 

top rnestly 11 t ti the otner . s Y e or e ce, 



to le rn the ways of pe ce nd to each them to our 

children, pe ce based not on mere senti _J1t b1t b~sed 

upon the _1ard cts of li .ne today; peace based on t _e 

fuct that no nation c, n live today in isol· tion, thut (J'i 

no nation can be strong enough to defy the vorld, that 

non tion can prosper · t the im overishment of other 

na ions, thu all armies and 1avies have never insured 

pe' ce, that there are no s feguards against \tar,--r th.er 

are they p.1.ovocati ons nd incitements to war; peace based 

upon the ne , intern t ional interdependence of mankind; 

peace in a world which hi:iS been drawn closely together 

and beco""1e smaller and sm· _er, so that lle have be un to 

rub elbows o e with anot'" er. 

e are living toget er in one house, 11 

of us, and we must find ,; ays of living within that one 

house in peace, in justice and in good will. 

Our proc,,ram, then, is one of faith and 

ed c tion. 

--o--
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