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Men aomehow th1nlt of the Jewish people aa 

ot ~ patriarchal, old people. Artists, men they attempt 

to portray the aymbollo J'ew on the atone or on the canvas, 

depict him aa a very old man, long-bearded, bent with 

yeara, hia taoe deeply rurrowed, hta eyea dimmed, lacking 

luster. Whenever men thinlc of the Jewish religion they 

think of it in tema ot stern duty, ot law, or prophecy, 

of "Thou shalt" and "Thou shalt not, tt--in terma ot 

aolenmitr, venerability. 

seldoa do men think of the Jewish people 

and or the J'ewtah religion in terms of youth, hope, and 

boundless joyousness, in terms or IoTl1neaa. Being an 
• 

old race men naturally assume that the tempo of this race 

muat, by the very nature of things, be retarded, slow. 

Haring lived for nigh onto tour thousand years, its atep 

must now be halting, falterins; haY1ng wandered OTer all 

the rough places of the world, ita heart muat be old and 

weary and drained of all hope and ot all illusion; and 

1t ■ thought• must be bitter thoughts, having been 

embittered by life's deteata, by the cruelty of fortune 

and the injuatioe ot mankind. 

-'nd yet, strange as it may aeea, the very 

tao-t that this people baa been able to rise at this old 

age is itaelt proot that this people knew the aeorel or 

etel'llal youth. Other peoples grew old and died. Iarael 
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aamehow· knn how to renew its days as of old~ to replenish 

ita youth;whenever the exhaustion and the deorepitude at 

old age threatened to oTerwhel.Dl the people, it drank deep 

of that atrange dratt ot renewal and became young agat.n, 

and young with a free, eager, joyous, oreatiYe life 

whioh astounded the 110rld eTen aa it astounded itself. 

rare.el! was old when Greece am R01118 were 

young. Israel is young when Greeoe and Rome are dead. 

Who, tor example, standing beside the pyramids thirty­

five hundred years ago and •tohing these Hebrew slaves 

under the lash of the taslanaater building these pyramid• 

and these oi tiea ot ptolemy and Ramaaes,--who oo uld have 

imagined them thousands or years later, when nothing but 

a memory remained or that respleadent Egyptian civilization, 

when nothing but the crumbled m1umn1 ea in hnn saroopha­

gouaea in th .. e very pyramid■ would tell or the glories 

ot a TaD1 shed o1Yil1zat1 on, --that thousand■ or yeara 

later the desoendenta ot these slaves there under the 

aoorohing aun building those monuments to Egyptian pride, 

would be in the van or eve17 •~ld movement, aend1ng torth 

new buds, new tlowera,, new sprouting• ot mind and soul in 

every department of hlD&n.. thoaght, and that thousand• of 

yeara later, ~ter a moat strange and checkered and 

tragic career, ot dispersion all over the worldt they 

would yet set about with stout hearts and with an 

unapolled enthus1aaa to rebuild their thrice destroyed 
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national lite in the Promised Land, and rebuild it with 

an eagerness and an enthusiasm aa though its people• 

were born yesterday. 

~ strange vitality po ssessea this people, 

and those who understand this fact about Jewish history- -

a taot trequentiy· overLooked - are not at a loss to 

account tor the conatant1y recurring note or hope, o~ 

optimism, of spiritual buoyancy and gladness which we find 

in jewish literature and Jewish lore and Jewish customs 

and oeremoniea, and in the deeper layers or the faith 

of the Jew.. Take this very :testfval ot Passover. 1'hy, 

it tairly rings with the gladness ot lite. The major 

them.ea of this holic,.ay are the triumphant themes of 

spring, o:t freedom, ot nature reborn, o:t hope rekindled. 

Passover is, first of all, a spring 

teattval. 'l'h1s day do you go forth in the month or 

spring, - -in the month o:t Peaeoh. Winter 1s over, spring 

ia come; de&th 1• ended; the m1raole or resurrection ia 

again spread over the whole world. Out of the dartc 

oaTema or the earth oome perceptivneaa. Through the 

da!k stages o:t death and decay the seed of lite burst• 

torth again in the breathless glory ot bud and :rl.ower, 

am man, teeling the warm rays ot the sun upon h1a ao:l the 

throb ot new lite about hilll and underneath ht~ shout• tor 

joy. "Awake, o heart, and salutel I Will aake, the dawnt" 

.l song leaps to the lips or man at this season ot the year, 



and that song is Passover. 

Tb9 very word Peaaoh means a skipping and a 

dancing, a.nd brings to mind the movement■ of the new born 

land tn thia spring season. of the year. Yen see, our 

:tolka in ancient days were a shepherd folk and a farming 

:rolk. We were not alwaya tOIID dwell•r• who lived in 

ghettoes, poor or gilded; we were not always an urban 

people. our earry lite was a pastoral lite and an · 

agricultural i1te. Abraham was a shepherd; Mose• •• a 

shepherd; DaTid was a shepherd. GOd is called Shepherd 

by our people. '"?he Lord ia my Shepherd; I shall not want." 

Now to ua, habituated to city lite, the 

caning or spring may mean a ch~e or clothing, pe map a. 

'1'0 a nature tolk spring. tbe promia · ot the inc r•se of 

the flook and the yield of the soil 1s the moat critioal 

man..ent, enn as it ia the moat precioua girt which God 

aan beat01r upon man. And so at this season or the year 

the heart of man leaps w1 th joy. van hai la this see.son 

with gladneaa, and that gladness is Passover; and it is 

no wonder that our Wise rabbia ordained that sometime 

during this teatival ot Passover that beautiful song ot 

nature, that _dulcet lilt of lite and l.oYe and beauty, t hit 

song ot Sonp-, ahall be read in the synagogue. "Ft>r io, 

the Winter ia pa••• the rain 1• oYer and gone, the flowers 

appear on the earth, a1:nging is heard, and the voice ot the 

turtle i • heard 1n our land." 



!bare ta, then, the lovliness ot renaoent 

nature in Passowr. Passover too 1• a f'eetival or 

pilgrim.age. 'l'hree times a year in ancient judea our 

forefathers would make a pilgrimage to the temple in 

.reruaalea, and bring to that temple the of'fer.J.ng or their 

sofl and of their fields and o~ their orchards. On Pesaoh 

and Shebuoth and SUcooth, and on holidays such as theae, 

our farming ancestors made their way from their fields 

and their towns and their villages and climbed the 

mountai na leading to J'erusal.em, carrying with them the 

bountiful yield or their soil, their hearts surcharged 

With a deep gratitude to Almighty God who ~ouohsated that 

blessing to ths. They sang tor joy, and our Book o:r 

Psalms reoords mm1 of those songs of aaoent, the mounting 

aonga, the song• whioh the pilgrims sang as they cl.1mbed 

the hill• to .Teruaalem.. Many of theae songs are recorded 

in the Book of Paal.llla. "Blessed ls the man, fortunate 1a 

the man, happy is the man who reara the Lord, who walks in 

His war." "When thou art privileged to eat or the labor 

o~ thy hands, blessed art lbou, goodly is thy portion." 

"'l'hT wire ia like a truittul vine 1n the deepmoet recesae• 

or your hcme.w "Thy children are like fruitful vinea 

around thy table. 'rhua is a man blessed who teareth the 

Lord." i'he aoul. contentment, the peace o:r lite, which •• 

find in these songs aun.g by the p1].sr1ma, that too 1a pan 

ot the loTllneae ot Passover. 



A.nd then there is the figure ot Moses 

which lends so much of charm and grace and lovliness to 

this beautiful hol.iday or Pesach. We J'ews are not in the 

habit of building holidays around personal.1 ties. The Jews 

have· refused to nake an idolatry- of heroes and to worship 

them. Men come and go. The ideas alone are eternal. 

And we buil.d oar testi vals and our hol.y days around ideas 

rather than around people. And yet what is Passover 

without the majestic, to•ring figure ot Moses? Moses 

dominates the festival. '!'he personality of Moses envel.opea 

the festival. And here again we always think of Moses 

as 8l'l old man, when we think of him at all.. Ie think 

ot lfoaea as Michael Angelo thought of hill, --a ate rn aw 

giver, old, venerable, 111th nowing iocka. ild yet the 

Bible knew of another Moses. 'rhe Bible knew or the babe 

Moses whose cradle was on the River Nile; the Bible knew 

ot the prince Moses who lived 1n the oourts or Pharaoh; 

the Bible knew- of that youig, passionate, revolutionary 

Jloaea who went forth from the gilded hal.la of the palace 

or the Pharaohs to where his own brothers were toiling 

w1 th brick and mortar by the banks of the Nile, and there 

in righteous wrath slew with his own handa a oruel 

Irgyptian who waa beating to death a helpless, aged jew. 

The Bible knew ot a shepherd JCoaea; the Bible 

knew ot Moaea the dreamert who heard voices and aaw v1a1ona 

1n the burning bush. lty, what a rich and beautitul., what 



a rare pe rsonallty ltoa es 1st Haw: strong in defeat, how 

gre.cioua in viotory, how steadfast in pult)oael 

shepherd or his peoplB, beloved or God, the loTliness or 

his personal.ity ennathes, enclaves as w1 tb an element, 

this festival. ot the Passover. 

And then Passover is surcharged with al1 

the iovlineas or Jewish home l.ite. ill the sweetness, 

all the poetr-y ot .rem.sh tamily lite are symbolized in 

the Passover, and more partioular-17 in the Sede-r-. It 

you want a pioture ot the nobility, or the dignity ot 

J'ewtsh home lite, recall the Seder ot your youth. On 

Seder nigh't the tamil.y was reunited. During the year 

:rate and destiny may have aoattered the members of the 

tamil.7 to the tour corners of the land. Somehow on 

S'eder night they drifted baok to the parental home, to 

the tamil.y hearth. C'area and enxtetiea were to rgotten; 

the spirit ot an ancient sanctity descended upon the 

household. Everyone was somehow trana:rormed. 'rhe rather 

may have been very poor. On that night ot the •tching, 

the watch night ot the Lord, he became a king; and the 

mother, pel'haps worn by lite, who may have passed through 

the vast tribulationa, on that night became a queen in her 

own right. LOyalt1ea were strengthened, heart• grew more 

tender. The Sheohina dwel.t among thea. And how great was 

the aolloitude or everyone tor the children. The whole 

seder was designed as an object lesson tor the children • 

.. ,_ 



"Thou shalt tell to thy son on that day ... 

And so the ohild asks a quest1 on: "\!Iha t is 1 t all about? 

What does 1 t all mean ?1' And the rather, reintoning 

tmJHemorial aocenta, tells the ch11d about his people, a 

people that was onoe enslaved and became tree, a people 

that was onoe old and became young again,. a people thai 

wa.a once homeless and round a haneland. And thus is the 

unbroken tradition banded down trom rather to son, as 1:r 

the rather were aqing to the son, "MY son, I am. aid; you. 

are young. Here is thy 'rOrah; here la thy raith; here 

i• thy people's heroic record. Carry on ... 

£nd there 1a light on Seder night, and 

musio and song. What a chara, what a lovlinessi And 

all that 1s Paaaover. And there is all the lovlinesa 

or the traditional. jewish hospitality to the Passover. 

At the very beginning or the· Seder service the head ot 

the household announces, .. ill. who are bnngry come and 

eat ; a:tl who are in need oome and jo 1n with ua in thi • 

Passover meal ... A cup is set aside for Kltjah, the 

patron. saint of the stranger. The door is open during 

the ceremony to weioome 1n a possible belated tre.Teler 

on that night. 

1111 we re a trange ra in the land or Egypt • We 

know what it is to be alone. We were strangers and 

aojournera in many -ypta. 'l'heretore we know the hea" 

or the ■trangar. "Cane in, then, and be with us." And 



ao all the ioTllnesa of jewish brotherliness end .Tnish 

netghborllnesa is found 1n the Passover. 

J.nd laatl.y, all the imperishable and 

unquenchable hopetulneaa at our people. "Jlere is the 

bread of aftl1ct1on which our fathers ate in Egypt.~ Here 

1a the bread of affliction which many ot our people must 

eat to this very day. And yet, "'l'his year we are al.aves. 

Next year, grant God, we shall be tree. Do not despair, 

you who are crushed beneath the burdens of one form. of 

bondage or another, --do not despair. Look at me. I was 

a slave in the land of Egypt 430 years under the whip of 

the taskmaster, my children oaat in the Nil.a, my aged 

folk beaten to· death at the •Ua whioh they war-e 

building with their blood and their neat. I was a slave, 

and yet I n.s freel Do not deape.1:r 1,. 

"lre1P• wu not my oniy ex11e. I was again 

exiled to Babylon, and by the ri vera of Babylon I was 

oaapelled to hang up my heart, retusing to sing the songs 

ot God upon alien land. I was beaten and I aa crushed. 

And yet I wu tree again. A?¥i again my temple was 

destroyed, and again my land waa laid waste, and again 

~ sons and daughtera were sold into alaveey, and agal.n 

I was forced to wander over the faoe ot the earth. And 

yet today my aona and daughters are more numerous than at 

any tlme 1n the h1sto17 of -,. people; more o"ative ~ 

human Taluea, more p01rer 1n thea, more leadership, and 



today- my sons end daughtera are w1 th their hand• 

rebu1ld1ng anew the land or their rathe~." 

"Do not despair, you idealist , you dreamer, 

you, the peraeouted ODt, you the oppressed one, you the 

denied, you the dispossessed. Hope in God.,. 

The whole iOTlineaa ot tai th 1n maan 

progress, or ta.1th in lite aacendent, in lite triumphant, 

1a 1n the reativai or Passover. Thank God tor PassOTer. 

~a lang as 1ta appeal can reach our hearts, quicken our 

pul1e, bring a g1ow to our eyea, so long will• abide,­

• people young and eve rlaatlng. 
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An Abatract 
of the addreaa 

'?IIE LOllIX>B NA.VAL CONFERENCi HAS ilLED 
BY 

RABBI A1313A. HILLEL SILVER 
The Temple, 18.rch 30th, 1930. 

The three na'Yal. conference• which have been held in the l at nine 7eara 

have failed in spite of the fact that durin that time the orld Court waa 

ratified, the Locarno Treatiea were aigmd and the Kellogg-Briand Pact fer the 

outlawry of war wu adopted. It 1• clear that theae peace agenciea ha.Ye not 

au.cceeded in diapelllng international auaplciona and :feara. Great poarera baYe 

aolemly pbdged themaelYea nenr to uae their armiea and naviea for tba 

settlement of any international diapute d yet tha;y are proceedi.Dg to increaae 

their n.u.Ylea rather than decreaae them. '?he five great na.Tal power• are 

•pending over a thouaand million dollar• annually on the maintenlmle of their 

ea armament•• 

No na.Tal conference 1a liltel7 to wcoee4 in \he near future. erhapa 

after the nation• will have lived under the aria P ct, the ~orld Court and 

the Leagu.e for another decade or two and will liave been convinced that th••• 

agenciea actuall7 do aettle •harp international con troveraiea and do aTer\ war, 

the7 will then be in a more recept·i Ye frane o mind to redu.oe both aea and land 

armament■• 

e comnitted a vaat ciplomatic blunder at the aahington Conference 1D 1922 

and that blunder 1• indireotl7 re11,Ponaibl•. tor the failure ot both the Gene-Ya 

d the London conferem:ea. ""e scrapped our capital shlpa wblch we had completed 

or were completing under our 1919 naTal program without making ear• 'beforehand 

tha, the pari\7 which •• hoped thereby to achleTe with Great Britain 1Jl capital 

ahipa, would alao be ex,end.84 to all a.ux111ar;y ahlpa. 

t that conference •• aaorifioed naTBl aupremao7 without eTen olatalninc naTal 

parity. m e were then in a remarkabl.J ■trong poaition to compel unlTm-aal D&Tal 

r educ,1on. The other grea\ power• were 1mpover1ahe4 bJ the war. • alone wen 

in poa1t1on to ••P on lnllldlng 1nclet1nltel7. But our a,a,e11Den were mtwit\ecl. 
• 
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EJl«land let\ the 1fuh1ngton. Conferenoe, bar naY7 .upreme, md her han4a tree to 

• 1'a.11d at arq tutu.re time a.a mmq cruiaera u ahe wu able to build. 

The GeneTa Conference tried to rectit7 the e.ahington blunder bu without 

aucceaa. England would not conaent to aoaolut• pari t7 in all catagorle• ot 

ux111ar, ablpa. 

Ov.r 1928 nanl program cal.ling for the conatruction of titteen claaa A 

crulaera waa our anner to the failure at GeneTa. '?he London Conference 1• 

t be r sul t ot th1a new na.nl. program ot America "1th it• 1mpl1e4 naTal compe­

tition with Great Britain. 

There are onlJ two ,q• of obtaining parit7. One ia tor xgland to 

crap a 8llftlolent DWDber ot cruiaera to reach our cruiaer , ·onnage. Thi other 

1• for Amer1oap to Dlllld up to the oru.laer atreng\h ot Great Britain. England 

of courae, wlll not acrap 8Jf¥ of it• oruiaera. It h no intentl on of ma.king 

that generous aaarifloe in cniiaer• which we mda in ca;,ltal ahlpa at aahington. 

t remain• tor v.a \hen 1f we w1 ah to do pr 

P~it7 1a to apend abOllt a billion dollar• 1n 

to the Britiah total. 

r o laance to thl Great God 

mxt te• 1eara to bm.ld up 

It ould ot courN, pq the United ·tat•• to reduoe land.'• debt to it 

'bJ a billion dollar• 1f England would con.aent to cut don lta Cl'\11 .. r atrencth 

to our leTel. Bu.t th1 • 1• not 11kel7 to happen. 

Pari\1 baa now became oar tetlah u4 our al.ogan - our " 1tt:,-four-fart7 

or fight.• '?be a-.erage rm.n in the atreet doea not know Just •117 • nee4 parlt7, 

ha'YiDg gotten along without it tor ao •~ 7ear• or Jut bow parlt7 1n811Na peace 

or what would happen to pe.rl\7 1n cue of a. war with Great Brl taln ahould the 

latter make an alliance with another nanl power. 

It aow aeema 11lcel.J that aa a. reaul\ ot the London Conference Japan. ance 

d Ital7 will lnoreaae their naTlea rather than deoreue thm. 
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anc• 1• aaklng tor a coD8\llta,1n agreement with tba United ~ta,e1 

whereb7 .America would agree to confer wit a.nee in cue ,he lat,er 1• attaclced. 

There la ot courae, no harm in conaultlng. Bu.t 1• that all that mce real.17 want•? 

Her diplomac71 a.a a rule, la of a mw:h more re&llatio cb&raoter. ·m woo.ld not h ~• 

m de that the "aine qua non• of the conference it it were all that waa ln•ol••cl. 

ance la clearl7 anxloua for the United ~tat•• 1u 110me w,q to M permanentl.7 

implicated 1n her program of national detence. .America 1• not reaq tor that. 

The adYOcat•• of peaoe will not 'be d1aoowap4 b7 the tallw• of the LondaD 

Conference. arq more oanterencea rill fall before aubatantl&l d.11armament will 

take plaoe. Our taak remain• the aam• i to continue our educational propaganda 

for peaoe and to be on the al.en agaiut the control of our international relation• 

by economic lmperialiata whoa• aatlvltl•• alwa,a !oater war. 



An batraot 
o • the addre•• 

" mE LONDON AVAL CUll iCE HAS AILED" 
BY 

RA.: I BA HILLEL ~ILVER 
TheT mple, arch 30th,1930 

Th_ three n val conference• which h.~ve been held in the laat nine year• 

have f&iled in epi te of the fact that during that time the World "'ourt wa• 

ratified, the Locarno Treatie• were aigned and the Kellogg-BriantPact for the 

uutla.wry o! war wa• adopted. It is clear that theN peace agenciea have not 

succeeded in d1apel11ng international auapioiona and feara. 

o n val conference 11 llkei, to succeed in the near future. Perhapa 

after the n tiona will have lived "lll1der the Pari• Pact, the orld Court and 

the League for another decade or two and have been convinced that theae agencie1 

actus.117 ettle aharp international controveraiea and do avert war, they will 

then be in a more receptive frame o mind to r. duo oth aea and land armament•. 

e conmitted a vut diJspl tic blunder t the ahington Conference in 1922 

and that blunder 1• lndireot]i reaponaible for the failure of both the Gezwva and 

the London conferencea.. e acrapped our capital ahipa which•• had compl ted or 

were completin& under our 1919 naval program without making sure beforehand that 

the parit~ which we hoped thereby to achieve with Great Britain in capital ahipa, 
~~ 

would be extended to al 1 auxiliary ahipa. 
(' 

t that conference we aacrificed naval aupret1)1.cy without enn obtaining ne.Tal 

parit1. e were then in a remarkabl7 atrong poaition to compel un1veraal naval 

relluotlon. The other great p01rera were impoveriahed b1 the war. e lone were 

in poaltion to keep on building 1ndefin1tel7. But our stateamen were outwitted. 

England left the aahington Conference/ her n vy aupreme, and her · band• tree to 

build at az:q future time aa ~ crulaera aa aM waa able to w114. 

'?he GeneTa Conference tried to rectify the aahington blunder bv.t without 

ucceaa. England would not conaent to abaolute pa.rlt7 in all oatagorlea of 

aux111&17 ahipa. 



Our 1928 naval program calling for the con,truo,1on of f1ft•en els.a• A 

cruiser• wu our anawer to the failure at Geneva. 1?be London Conference 11 

the rel\llt of thla new na.nl program of 

tition with Great Britain. 

rica with it• implied naval compe-

There are 01:111 two•~• of obtaining par1t7. One 1a for England to 

scrap a sufficient mmiber of cruiaera to reach our cruiser tonnage. '.!he other 

is for America; to build up to the cruiser strength of Great Britain. England 

of cour•e, will not scrap a:ny of it• cru1aera. It ha• no intention ot making 

that generou• aacr1f1ce in cruisers which e made 1n capital ahipa at aahington. 

lVba.t remain• tor ua then if we wiah to do proper obelaance to the reat God . 

Parity is to ■pend about a billion doll ra in the next few year• to build up 

to the British total. rr-:t would of courae, pay the United State• to reduce 

England'• debt to it b7 a billion dollar• if England ould consent to cut down 

i ta cruiser atrength to our. leTel. But thia 1a not likely to happen. 

Parity baa now become our fetiah and our alo an - our "Fifty~- fort7 

or fight." The average man in the atreet doe• not know Ju.at •hJ •• need parit7, 
(/t-

baving gotten along w1 thout it for ao many year•, ~ juat how parity inaurea 
~ 1:,rlf _J,_ ,/ 

peace .- OP-- ha\ would happen to par1 ty in caae of a ar -'-. Great Brita.in ;,,--- r, 
7P ~(',II) ~ 

_ C Ill make an alliance with another na.,al power. I\ likel7 that, a.a a result of 

the London Conference Japan, t'rance and Ital7 will increaae their naviea rather 

than decreaae them. 

France 1• eking for a conaultative agreement with the United Stat•• 

whereby America ould agree to confer with a.nee~ 1 tter it attacked. 

ch more realiatic 

of national defence. America 



- 3 -

!bl ad ooa,ea ot peace •111 no, be d1 aoourapcl bJ ,. allure ot 

the London Confer nee. re oonf erence■ r111 tail lMttor• aub■untlal 

dl■armament will take plaoe. Our taak remalu th• aamei to continue our 

educa,1onal propaganda for peace and to be on the al.er, aga1na, the control 
~ 

of our 1nterna,1cma1 relation• bJ eoonomlc lmperial.l•t• •ho•• aotlntl•• foater 
/\ 




