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In speaking this morning on the subject, 

"Is the Jewish r....ent ality Different," I do not wish to 

apply myself to the subject Race Psychology. The study 

of race psychology is one of the more recent and most 

diff1cu1ty and, I am afraid, least profitable of the 

modern sciences. It is diffiauit enough to get the 

measure of a man, to understand the psychology of an 

individual, and it is 1ntin1tely·more difficult to get 

the measure of a race, to understand the psychology of 

a whole people. 

The more recent studies on race have been 

mo:m in the nature ot race mythologies. They resolve 

themselves in the competitive claims for raoial superior.ty. 

writers like Grant, stoddard, Brigham, McDougall, enter 

as many claims as they can r or the superiority of their 

own race, and yield as little as they must for the 

capacities of other races. I suspect that a good deal 

of raoe egoism and national ohauvinism are cloaked in 

the garb of pseudoscientifia race theory. Very few 

tacts have been scientifically established, and many 

f1ottons have unso1ent1fioally been let loose upon the 

world. No adequate theory of race has as yet been 

established, and it is even doubtful whether race has 

much of an influence upon the individual. 

The trend in modern thought seems to be 
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in the direction or establishing the fact that the 

dit'terenc es between races are insignificant in comparison 

with the differenoes between individuals Within any 

given race. Then again, the whole subject o-r heredity 

versus environment as applied to the psychology or the 

individual is still a moot question. Storms of contro­

versy still rage around it. The behavioristic school 

as against the school of heredity; how much does an 

individual owe to his ancestry; how much does he owe 

to his environment and his conditioning. These are 

subjects which have not been settled in paychology, and 

certa1niy have not been settled in the field of race 

psychol.ogy. 

Then again, the minute you begin to talk 

about raoe psychol.ogy, ycu are inev1tabl.y led to make 

ccmparisons between raoea, and these comparisons 

inevitably lead you to a comparison between the great 

men, the men of genius which these respective raoes 

thus being compared produce. And the whole subject of 

genius is a phenomenon which still baffles, and probably 

always will baffle, the mind of man. What is a genius? 

When 1s a man a genius? How much has race to do with 

genius? How much has abnormality ta do with genius? 

Can any race really claim the man or genius? or is it 

more or less of a biologic sport, as it were, a uniqm 

creation? 
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so that I rear tha:t it would be rather 

a futile enterprise to enter at this time into a dis­

cuss! on or Jewish race psychology. try purpose this 

morning is to expose some fictions about the Jew which 

are built upon pseudo-scientific race theories; and a 

bit or history and a measure of common sense will help 

to explode many of these fictions built around the Jew. 

r:r I were to make a catalogue of the state­

ments and allegations which have been made about the 

Jew in the last two thousand years or more, I imagine 

that you will find in that catalogue every conceivable 

charge or allegation that conld have been made ab011t 

any race of pe cple; and many of these charges are 

mutually exo lus1 ve. ""he Je 1 cha rged with being 

overly religious and non-religious at all; he is charged 

with being overly intellectural and non-intellectual at 

all; he is chareed with being a supreme mystic, an 

idealist; on the other hand he is charged with being a 

consummate realist to the point or being a scoundrel. 

He is charged with being a radical and a revolutionist, 

and, on the other hand, he is charged with being a 

stand-pat, a conservative, and a stumbling block in the 

w9.1 of human progress. 

And so I oould enumerate doaens or 

mutually contralictcry descriptions about the Jew. Very 

few ot them indeed have any foundation in tact. Thus 



there 1s a generally prevalent fiction that the J8W 

is not first class as a creator; that he has talent but 

no genius; that he has gifts but no original! ty. 

and Voltaire gave currency to this fiction, and since 

their day men like Reynon, Wagner, Chamberlain and 

eininger have elaborated upon it. 

Some of these people base it on the 

general theory that the Semitic peoples are interior 

to the Hindu-European peoples, and therefore the Jewish 

people, being a Semitic people, must, on the be.sis or 

deduction from this theory, be inferior. Others base 

their theory on a canparison of religion, of Judaism 

and Christianity; still others base their theory on a 

comparison between the cultures of people, and so forth. 

And even some Jews have been impressed by the assertions 

of these race theorists, and have accepted the statement 

that while the Jew is a talented individutll, he has no 

capacity for real greatness, for the productivity which 

is oharaoteristio of the man of genius. 

It is very difficult to refute such a 

statement, because, as I indicated a moment ago, it is 

ver:y dttficult to know what is genius, what constitutes 

genius. The subjective element or description enters 

into the subject. But I venture to say that taking 

mankind's general estimate of greatness, the Jew cru ld 

pofnt to three men and ask any other people in the 110rld 
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to match them and rest his oaee the re: roses, jesus, 

Spinoza. Let f1ermany- match that. Cr, it moderns are 

wanted, the Jewish people would be content to select 

three moderns: Einstein, ergson, Freud. 

England match that. 

nd let 

You see, these race theorists have a very 

skilful device by means of which they can put the Jewish 

people into an inferior position, by which they can 

outclass and outvote the Jew. They put the Jew on one 

side of the scale and the rest of mankind on the other 

side of the scale. They will put fifteen millions of 

Jews o~ this side, and 820 millions of white Aryans on 

the at her side, and they will see how fewer men of 

genius the Jew has produced. 

The Jew constitutes less than two percent 

of the white populat~on of the world. About a hundred 

years ago there were less than three million Jews 1n the 

world, and during the Mi ddle Ages there were probably 

no more than one million Jews in the world, and yet in 

this comparison of' talent and ability the Jew 1s asked 

to balance the rest of mankind. The Jew should be 

compared, if comparisons are made, with peoples or his 

size, peoples or f'itteen millions, like Czechoslovakia 

and JUgoslaTia, and Roumania;. even with the peoples or 

Holland, or Belgita or the Scandanavian countries. Then • 
one will be amazed to discover how much out or their 



numerical proportion the Jews have produoed men or 

first water, or genius, of greatness. 

On the basis of percentage, if the Jew 

produced one Spinoza, the rest ot Europe shaild have 

produced thirty Spinozas. If the Jew produced one 

Einstein, the rest at the worl.d shoul.d have produced 

thirty Einsteins or thirty Bergsons or thirty Frauds. 

And where are they? It is true that Mr. Robaok . 

points out in his very stimulating book, 1tJewish 

Influence in Modern Tho~ht," that the Jews have pro­

duced no Shakespeare; but neither have the French 

produced a Shakespeare. It 1s true that the Jews have 

produced no Beethoven; but neither have the English 

produced a Beethoven. It is true t hat the Jews have 

produced no Mfohe1angelo~ but neither have the Germans 

produo ed a 1-!iohelangelo. 

But 1 t is significant that out or the 

139 obel prizes which have been awarded to the whole 

world, to the great men or mankind, the Jewish people, 

which, on the basis of 1 ts numerical strength would have 

been entitled to one and one-halt awards, received 

fifteen. And then too, it comparisons are to be made, 

let the comparison be a just one. Let the scientist 

take into consideration that this people whan he is 

measuring and whose ability he is evaluating, was tor 

nineteen hundred years a persecuted people, suffering 



innumerable disabilities, isolated, forced into 

ghettos, denied oontaot with the o~tside "VCrld, kept 

from colleges and tmiversities, driven in upon itself, 

foroed into its own shell. Let the scientist bear in 

mind that it is only Within the last hundred or hundred 

and fifty years that the ghetto walls have begun to 

break down, that a measure of emancipation came to the 

jew. Let him remember that throughout the nineteenth 

century the .rew suffered in almost every corner of the 

earth some measure of disor1m1nat1on which kept his 
tree, 

mind and his soul from/ unbempered creativity; that even 

today, in many countries of the world, the number of 

Jewish students admitted to a college or university 

is determined by a quota,by numerous klauses, and that 

that process of keeping Jewish brains out of academies 

and oen ters of learning has even reached our own oountry. 

Let them take these facts into consider­

ation. The Jews hands were tied, and yet with his hands 

tied behind his baok, he is called upon to win in this 

fight for intellectual supremacy. The amazing thing is 

that in spite of these hamperings, pol1t10fl, social, and 

eoonomic, these persecutions, which would have reduced 

any other race to intellectual sterility, to the cultural 

level or the gypsy, that in spite or these the Jew has 

been able to produce so much or intellectual worth. 

What the Jew might have achieved it conditions were 



dif~erent, if _he had enjoyed the same conditions that 

the German people, or the French or the English people 

enjoyed, may be interred from what the Jew has aohieved. 

rn the last fifty years, since many of 

these restrictions were removed, why, the Jew swept 

through f!IVery field or human thought with an avidity, 

with a mental hunger, with a oapacity which has astounded 

the world. And if comparisons are to be mde, let this 

fact also be borne in mind: that the Jew was forced 

to lose some or his finest sons thr ough conversion, 

through assimilation, through the extemal pressure of 

hostile environments. How many of the great Jews or 

Germany and Austria have left the fold because they 

could not gain preferment, becaus e they could not estab­

lish themselves in the profession. Their children were 

lost to judaism. They disappeared. Think or Spain 

alone, where literally hundreds or thousands o~ our 

people were torn off, as 1 :r a limb were torn off from 

a living body, and were lost to Israel. 

It is sometimes still possible to trace 

back a great name to a Jewish mother or to a Jewish 

father, or to some .Tewish ancestors. In many cases 

there is difficulty, because in many oases these great 

men do not wish to reveal their Jewish ancestry. 

But this is but one fiction about the 

jew that should be exploded. There is another fiction: 
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that the Jew has ability only for business; that he 1s 

by instinct a tradesman and a shop-keeper, a financier, 

that he has racial propensities for it; that for all 

other human ~ ursuits he has no ability and no particular 

interest. nd yet it 1s strange, is it not, that of 

these fifteen men who won these rebel prizes for unusual 

exoellence, five won those prizes in the realm ot 

physics, three in medicine, three in chemistry, two in 

international. law and in their work in behalf of peaoe, 

and one each in the f'i elds or literature and philosophy. 

one tor business. 

It is stupid to maintain that the Jew 

is by instinct a business man. When our forefathers 

lived in Palestine they were farmers , shepherds, not 

business men. Josephus, the great Jewish historian, 

calls attention to this :f'act. Ie said, ·• ~Y people was 

not a maritime people, not a conmercial people, not an 

industrial people. e cultivate our soil, and our chief 

conoern in lite is to educate our children.~ 

The religion of our ancestors was the 
' 

religion which concerned nature. our festivals are 

agricultural festivals. !Ost of the laws of the Bible 

have to do with the soil. It was only arter the Jew 

was eXiled and forced to wander over the face o t the 

earth, that he was compelled to keep any capital which 

he had in a liquid and transferable form, because at a 



moment's notice he had to move from one territory to 

another. He could not invest his capital in real estate, 

and many a church law prevented him from investing his 

capital in land or in real estate. And so by force of 

oiroumstanoes he became a money lender and a trader, 

and in the course of time, when eapita.lism began to 

develop in Europe, he became a great money lender, 

that is, a great banker,and a great merchant in some 

instanoes. 

But that has nothing to do with race 

psychology and race instinct. That native ability of 

the Jew which he expresses so eminently in other fields 

he also expressed in this economic field of human 

activity. A people, my friends, normally gives evidence 

of its dominant interest 1n its racial ideals. That 

which a people is mo st interested in will come to 

constitute its dominant ideals. Now, the ideal of 

Jewish life during the Middle Ages and up to modern 

times, strange to say, was not the ideal of business. 

While the rest of ~urope held the scholar in contempt, 

in the Jewish community the scholar was the man or 

preeminence, and the ideal in every Jewish hane right 

through the ages was not that the boy may grow up to be 

• a great business man, but that he may grow up to be a 

great scholar. 

This fiction too goes by the board wten 
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one examines history. nd there is another fiction: 

that the Jew is not preeminent in literature and the 

fine arts. ~ell, as re ards literature, the statement 

or course is preposterous. The Jew produoed tre noblest 

literature or mankind--The ~1ble. And we ask the rest 

or Europe to match that. And when you add to the Bible 

Jehuda Halevi and ibn Gabirol: and Bialek and ?.ontai ne 

and Heine and assermann and Schnitzler and randeis, and 

a host or others of eminenoe, originality, genius, 

greatness, you realize that the spring or Jewish 

intelleotual activity in the realm of litere.ture has 

not dried up. 

If yau take the Je11'1 sh names out of the 

literature or C'.rl3rmany end Austria and _ ungary, those 

literatures will be mightily impoverished. Ve don't 

get credit for the Jewish na~es in those literatures. 

As regards the plastic arts, we have won 

no preeminence in that field, and I am tempted to add 

the phrase--not yet. I'or art to floorish a people must 

have weal th and lei sure and rest, and a certain amount 

of spiritual equilibrium, stability. Well, Jewish life 

these long weary centuries has been a starved and 

stunted and impoverished and uncertain lite. The Jew 

could not build magnificent cathedrals. e was not 

permitted~ tn the first place, his life was a migratory 

one; in the seoond plaoe, his architeoture was the 
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miserable arohiteoture or tilthy ghetto lanes. There 

was very little or physical extern.al beauty in the life 

or the jew, the man who had to walk with the yellow badge 

branded upon him, and because there always was with the 

Jew this theologio prohibition not to make any graven 

images, for fear of idolatry. And yet in the last few 

decades, even in this field, Jewish names appear even 

on this firmament. Jewish stars are beginning to make 

tmir appearanoe,--Yuse:r Israel and fax Liebermann, and 

Parsay, the founder of the modernistic school, 

and ~pstein. There will be more c001ing. There are 

hundreds of Jewish art students in all the art colonies 

and centers of the world today, working and groping 

their way to an artistic self-expression. It is too 

early in the day to say that the Jew cannot win 

preeminenoe in the realm ot art. 

And equally with music. As a performer, 

as an instrumentalist, as a conductor, the Jew is in the 

very vanguard or musical genius. In tact, in many 

1nstanoes, he is monopolizing the field, You can't have 

a musical season anywheres in the world without recourse 

to Jewish artists, and hardly a year but what a new 

name or some Jewish prodigy loans up. As composers 

they cannot vie with the great family of oompoeers ot 

Austria and ~~rmany. ll'or that matter, neither can England 

or France. But with suoh names as lendelssohn and 

-12-



• 

Meyerbeer, and :RUbenstein, and orrenbaoh, and ebussy, aint 

&EllS,and ~ we need not fall under the eclipse in that 

field. There again you must not make comparisons 

between the Jewish group and ·the rest of the world. 

As far as dramatic art is concerned,-­

the theatre, some of the greatest names in the world 

are Jewish names; but they are too well known and too 

many of them that need to be enumerated at this time. 

In raot, the Jew has been charged with monopolizing 

the theatre, both on the stage and 1n the box office. 

so that I make bold to say t hat even in 

this realm of the fine arts and of literature, the Jew 

oannot be denominated a mediocrity. No race needs to 

excell in everything. What amazes me is to realize in 

how many fields ot human endeavor the Jew does excel. 

Diplomacy. Where did the JffN learn about diplomacy? 

He has had no independent national life for two thousand 

years. He was an outcast and a pariah. And yet in 

diplomacy we have Disraeli, stahl, Gambett1, Rathenau; 

1n sociology, the great French Jew, ; in 

mathematics, George ; 1n philosow, ~ergson, 

Rartmann, Cohen, Alexander; in psychology, Freud, Adler, 

Ei ohelheimer. In faot, the whole science ot psycho-

analysis seems to be a Jewish conspiracy. In medicine, 

a hundred namea--Erlich, Wasserman, Flexner, '-etchnikorf; 

1n physics, 1r1nstein, Michelson, Lippmann, Hertz; 1n 
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chemistry, Wohlstotter, Wallach, ~eber; in economics, 

Karl uarx, LaSalle; in philology, , --

any field of human thought. 

one other fiction and I shall be through: 

the fiction that the .Tews are radicals and revolutionists, 

that they are bolsheviks by nature and raoe temperament. 

Look at Trotzky. There have been Jewish revolutionists, 

there have been Jewish radicals, and there are Jewish 

radieals and revolutionists, and ever-y people has trem. 

1Yherever people are oppressed and denied those rights 

to which they reel entitled, you will have radicals and 

revolutionists, and surely our people, of all peoples, 

bas f ·elt the crushing burden or injustice and oppression, 

and economic discrimination and political discrimination 

more than any other people; and so 1 t 1s only natural 

that because of foroe of circumstanoes the Jewish people 

shall. produce its quota or radicals and revolutionists. 

How many radicals and revolutionists do 

you find among the Jewish middle class, among the Jewish 

business class? rrhey are among the most conservative 

groups in the world. And how muoh or radicalism was in 

the mind of the type of Disraeli, or or 

? Give a Jew peace, security, opportunity, 

the chance to live his own life, do not interfere w1 th 

the fulfillment of his self, and he somehow loses vecy 

rapidly his radicalism and his revolutionary ardor. 
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That is ~other fiction of race 

psychology. There are a few things you can say about 

the Jew as regards his attitudes towards life, as regards 

his point of view, by and large, arn the first of it is 

this: that t~e Jewish mentality 1s vigorous, powerful, 

and has a way of replenishing itself continuously. The 

.Tew has always fostered learning; the .Tew has always 

extolled thought. '''!be beginning of wis dom is to acquire 

wisdom." "And with all thy possessions aoquire under-

standing." 

The Jewish people \Vas the first to establish 

the entire school sy stem ofeduo a tion for poor and rich 

over two tho l~and years ago. ~he isgrace of Jewish 

life was to be an ''unlettered one. · That is why 

illiteracy is praotioally unknown among the rewish 

people, and the oo-efficiE!'lcy of 1ntelligenoe is very 

high, because the people fostered deliberat ely le~rning 

and study. Sometines this intellectualism of the race 

expressed itself in marvelously creative channels; at 

other times it was driven into narrow channels, into 

legalism, into Talmudism, into tribalisn, where life 

oram~ed t he soul and the mind, but as soon as the dikes 

were opened that mental energy burst forth and inundated 

eve ry field or intellectual activity. 

·rt is a remarkable thing when you stop to 

oonsi der the continuity of intellectual enterprise of 
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this race. ~hink or a oses 1400 years before the 

common era; 800 years later a ·Jeremiah; 600 years after 

that a _illel or a Jesus; 1200 years later a aimonides 

and a Halevi; 500 years later a Spinoza; roo years later 

an ~instein. Can you think of any people in the world 

that has been able to naintain such a hfgh intellectual 

standard over a period or 35 centuries? 

Jewish mentality is vigorous, 1 s ~owerful, 

and is continuous. And then too there is in the Jewish 

race quite evident a passionate love of life and a love 

of reality. The Jewish mind concerns it self with this 

world. The Jewish religion, the Jer11 sh ethics, are or 

this rorld. mhere is in the Jewish mind a rare blending 

of the ideal and the real. Th Xe did not concern 

himself so much with the herearter, or the next world; 

and he did not look upon this world as a vala or tears, 

as a "dream world.ff And therefore the Jewish intellect 

can be cotmted upon to concern itself with everything 

that will make this ,orld and this society nobler and 

finer and better. Tt never sought to esoape reality; 

it always wanted to wrestle with reality in this world. 

And thirdly, this too can be postulated 

by the jeW1sh mentality: it has a remarkable capacity 

for adjusting itself. It is remarkably versatile, 

almost to the point of view or excessive nervousness. 

The Jew never would have survived 1r he did not know how 
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to adjust himself. The secret or Jewish survival is 

that he bent and never broke. He was able to adapt 

himself to other cultures, sometimes to an extreme, to 

the extreme of self'-abso~tion, of losing his own culture, 

in this part of the world or that part of the world. n 

other ins•ances he was able to talce out from the other 

cultures the best,that which he needed for the enrichment 

or his own, and to amalgamate the two, to merge them, as 

it ere. The Jewish mind is extremely versatile, then. 

And lastly, this too can be said about 

the Jewish mentality, or rather ab out the Jewish 

attitude: it is cosmopolitan; it 1s international. 

That has brought down upon us a great deal of anti­

semitic charges. e have been accused of having an 

international body engaged in an international conspiracy 

to conquer the world. e have been accused of lack of 

patriotism because of that quality. !!or centuries the 

Jew has had an international outlook because his 

brothers were scattered all over the world. He was, in 

a sense, an international. people, and he wandered over 

the face of the earth; he came in contact with many 

peoples and many cultures and many civilizations, and 

his outlook expanded and widened to include the whole 

world. That is why during the . iddle Ages the Jew was 

able to be the interpreter of one civilization to 

another, the great translator of the books or one 
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people into the language or other peoples. 

The Jew became, in other words, beoause 

of his international character, the carrier of knowledge, 

the torch bearer from one group to another. That is wby 

in the world today the Jews are represented in such 

overwhelming numbers as publishers, as publioists, as 

editors, as newspaper men. It has always become second 

nature to them to be the carriers of human knowledge, 

the channels through which knowledge courses from one 

part of the world to the other. 

These four characteristics, I believe, 

can be predicated about the Jew! sh group by and large. 

I make no dogmas about it. An active, vigorous 

mentality, deliverately nurtured through the ages; a 

passionate love of life and a love of reality; a 

remarkab:le versat111 ty, and a oosmopoli tan outlook. 

rt is a cha1lange and a glory and a 

ktisfaction to belong to such a race. 

--o----
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Miss Rothenberg: 111 you kindly check up on these names? 

..........•• and Voltaire gave currency to this f iction, 

and since their day men like Reynon, agner, Ct amberlain 

and Heininger have elaborated on it. 

even in this firmament Jewish stars are beginnitlg to 

tomake their appearanoe, --.Jusef Israel ana Max Liebermann 

and Parsay, the foWlder of the modernistic school, a nd 

. . . . . . . . . . . and Epstein. 

in sociology the great French Jew 

in mathematics, George .....•.. 

•••••••••••••• 

in philosophy, Bergson, .......... Cohen, Hartmana, 

Freud, Adler, ~ichelmey r, ............ . 

in medicine, Erlich, assermann, Flexner, Menchikoff. 

in phtsios, Einsttin, iohelson, ... 1pman 1, Hertz 

in ohemistry, '7allstotter, allach, Heber 

eoonomics, Karl . arx, LaSalle 

in phi lo logy, • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

How much radicalism was in the mind of the type of 

1 s ra e 1 i , or 'h!. . . . . . • • . • . • • • • , or . • . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... 
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