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THE JEWI~H WORLD SCEl E 
TODAY 

LECTTJRE, ~'UNDAY, OCT.19th 
1930 

AT THE TmPLE, AUSEL RD. 
BY 

RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

The Jewish world scene to~ is a rather depressing one. The pendulum 

of our political fortunes seems to have swung backward. Again we are in the 

midst of a period of reaction. Our political fortunes are at low ebb. In 

many parts of the world our economic fortunes in common with the rest of the 

world are likewise at a very low ebb. It is a law of Jewish history that 

when the world becomes restless and unhappy the status of tbe Jews becomes 

worse. The world today is decidedly restless, agitated ~d unhappy. A vast 

economic depression bas engulfed seemingly the entire world, great unemploy

ment, serious business disorganization, increasing poverty are in evidence 

in most of the cou.nt,ries of the earth. Wars, revolutions, uprisings a."1.d 

the tumult of desperate and resentful peoples are sweeping over many countries 

• and even continents. Almost the whole of South America is today engulfed 

in revolution and vivil war. 

China is torn by a civil war. India is in the midst of a bitter and 

determined uprising. :>pain is seething with revolt. Gern:any is in political 

chaos. Austria today is a political cock-pit. Egypt is experiencing at this 

moment the calm b•ef ore the gathering storm. Palestine is just recovering from 

a bloody inter-racial conflict. The world is disturbed and when the world is 

disturbed the condition of all Jewry the world over is worsened. 

At this particular moment Germany occupies the center of Jewish interest 

and anxiety. One of the most important Jewish communities of the world, for 

a time the most important Jewish community, because of its cultural and in

tellectual progress, is now being faced with a real menace to its security 

and well-being, a menace in the forrr. of a rising tide of anti-Jewish feeling. 
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Germany bas k:nov,n anti-Semitism before. In fact Germany was the cradle of 

mouern anti-semitism. ot merely anti-semitism of prejudice, 

\J'ermany has had a considerable anti-Jewish literary propaganda for so . e time 

now and even anti-semitic political parties were not unknown in Germany before 

but never was anti-Jewish sentiment so wide-spread. so organized, so unashamed, 

so aggressive as at this moment. A political party, the ationalist Socialist 

party, Hitler's party, avowedly announced anti-semitic, which nobody 

~ 
took/ seriously, which never was al)le to co 1and more th te or twelve members of 

the Reichstag, suddenly at the last election, polled over six million votes, .. 
sent 107 deputies to the Reic' stag. became the secon largest political party in 

Germany and seemingly is on the w9:3 to oec ome the most influential political unit 

in the German Empire. 

No in normal times that ould be serious eno h. In fact in normal times 

that oul ~ never have happened. B-~t in abnormal times sch as these, in times 

of humiliation, resentment, fear, hate, unhappiness sue as prevail in Germany 

at this time, when men's minds swing from one thing to another, when anything 

is likely to happen, the situation is wrought with extreme danger. The possibility 

of a dictatorsl ip is always present because the lure and the example is there. 

To the East there is the example of Russia a dictatorship, to the South - Italy 

a dictatorship and both the ationalist Socialist party and the party 

which is the third largest in Germany are outspoken and avowedly reaching out atter 

a dictatorship. And shoul the parliamentary systen bre&e down in Germany and 

the Hitlerites seize the reibis, the situation would be desperate indeed. 

Before the war one coulu prognosticate, one could way this is not likely 

to happen, that is not likely to happen, but todey one can not prog _osticate. 

One can only hope. ¥hen a man is normal you can prognosticate with a fair 

degree of certainty what his action will be, what he is likely to do. hen a man 

is sick, in t he grip of a terrific fever you can not prognosticate. You can only 
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watch with hope. And Germany todey is sick, politi ally and economically. 

_he war left Germany stripped of its power, deprived of its colonies, 

its entire territory dissected and shouldered with a crushing punity of 

reparations. The war left Gercany humiliated, branded with guilt and 

that prouu cou.~try which not so long ago was the most powerful country 

in Europe is today compelled to drink of the bitter dregs of defeat, 

humiliation and intolerance. 

A new generation has grom up in Germa!ly since the war. Those who were 

children in 1914 are en and women now a.~d they f riously resent being 

urd.ened with the guilt and responsibility for the crL:nes of a..~other 

be~eratlon. They refuse to be groil!ld down for the rest of their days in 

poverty, in order to pay indemnities for the sins hich they did not commit. 

These young spirits are timber for hot-bed propaganda. So thro hout 

Germany today there is in the hearts of men) itterness, resentment. hate. 
emotions 

These jt-,.,.~~ are bound to seek an o tlet. -h y have found an outlet in 

the program of the :ationalist Socialist p ty, the party of the Hitlerite. 

It is a party which sha_tes a fist at the orld. It is a party of indignation. 

Hitler has capitalized all these peoples pent up emotions, all of the dis-

atisfied eleme!ts in Geriilally todey, and his prograi.11 promises everything to 

everyone. or the defeated militarists the program of the J: azis as they are 

called, it promises the revision of the Treaty of Versailles, a revision of 

tne Young Reparations Plan, a restoration of Germa.~ territory. 

In fact it promised everything. To the monarchists, the platform of this 

party procisea anti-republicanism a.~d the restoration of the monarchy in all 

its free balaam or anti-balaam splendor, to the land-owner, the reactionary 

l and propriatcr the program promises war upon corrrnunism. -O the worki:ig class 

the very same program promises a vague and adultorated so~ialism, HJnce the 

name of the ~arty ationalist Socialist. the abolition of 

unearned incom s, socialization of ·n stry and everything else you read about. 

And for all the misfortunes of Germany, past a.~d present, Hitler offers as a 
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burnt-offering,of course, the Jew. 

Hitler's anti-Jewish program is medieval in the extreme. It calls for 

the exclusion of the Jews from public life. The Jews are to occupy no posts of 

any consequence in government. _hey are to be excluded from the schools and 

universities of Germany both as students and as teachers. They are to be 

excluded from the army and the navy, which is really no particular calamity 

except as it reduces them to citizens of the second class, for being excluded 

from the army and the navy they will be compelled to pay a speci~l defence tax. 

They are not to be allowed to own land in Jermany. ~very newspaper published in 

Rome by Jews shall carry on the front page in headlines this fact,-a sort of 

a journalisti1.; yello·· badge. All the Jews who entered Gennany since 1914 shall 

be expelled nu all property of the rich Jews shall be confiscated. This is not 

Thirteenth Century medieval Germany but Twentieth Century 

an .. highly cultured Germany. And there are six illions of people who sub-

scribed to t '1is program. And t e first appe of these 107 brown-shirted 

Hitlerites on t e opening day of the Reichstag was signalized by a good old

fashioned Jewish pogrom in Berlin, the capital of the hig'ly civilized German 
at 

Empire. This program was preached t~ more than 100,000 meeti. s throughout Germa.-riy 

and was carried on banners and posters in tens of thousands, circulated through 

numberless demonstrations thro1 h the press and shot from tne very lips of the 

ha!l.dsome Hitler himself. I say his progra~ has no borne fruit. When the 

Reichstag opened an old-fashioned carnival 

i?ldows of the principal stores and shops owned by Jew$ in Berlin were smashed, 

caf'es, ba!lks, stores broken into, furniture smashed, goods scattered, Leipsic 

strasse, we are tol, after th6ae riots, looked like a battlefield, littered with 

glass, goods thrown out i?J.to.the streets. The cry "down with the Jes" rang 

through all the thoro· h-fares of Berlin on that day. The 8.!lChester Guardian 

ealls it "the ugliest thing in contemporary German life. 11 It is reported that 

many Jews frightened ith what has happened are withdrawing their funds and 
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moving to Holland. S itzerlano and to other countries. It is reported that self

defense corps are being organized everywhere, led by the Union of Jewish War 

Veterans, telling the irony of Jewish history and conditions. Some Jews are 

now being told that they are not Germans but aliens, foreigners. Jews, illl, 

be it remembered, poured out their blood on every oattle!'ield in the world war 

for their German Fatherland. 

When a country is at war. in danger, it oemands Jewish sacrit' ice, Jewish 

loyalty, Jewish patriotism. en a country is at peace and prosperous, it 

resents Jewish prosperity. When a country is in trouble it puts all the blame 

and responsibility upon the shoulders of the Jew~. If a Jew is rich a..~d a 

capitalist, he is an exploiter. He impoverisnes the masses. ..he!'.l he is a 

liberal or a socialist, he is a disturber of the peace. en he is a statesman 

he is a traitor to his country and secretly betrays it. When he is a writer he 

µollutes the clear waters of the pure spirit, he poisons the life of the country 

by his semitic virus. When he remains in hi own group he is clannish. When 

• 

he tries to move in non-Jewish circles, he is a climber, an intruder. ,men he is 

alive he is in the way and when he is dead his cemeteries are eye-sores to the 
a 

Teutonic race. In the last few years over/h'J.ndred cemeteries have been 

desecrated by thieves and hoodlums. 

This man Hitler is a dangerous person and his star is in the ascendance 

at a very dangerous time. We have not yet beard the last of him. -his half 

educated draftsman from Austria, who is not even a Ger an citizen, a fanatic, 

i!l 1923, you will remember, he carried through a in .. mnich together with 

General Ludendorf:f to over-throw the Republic. It was a fiasco and Germany 

la"'J.ghed. B"'.lt Geru1any is not 18;J.ghing today a..~d bacK of this man tods_r are 

six millio~ or more men and women who look ~pon him as their ideal, their 

leader and spokesman. An itler has becone the nightmare not only of the 

Jews of Ge any but many other classes. Hitler is a sworn ene y of all of 

the progressive elements in Germany. At the recent trial of three or four 
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German officers for treason in Leipsic, Hitler made a state~ent before the 

court thatnwhenever his party will come into power heads will roll in the 

sand" ana. he meant, of course, the heads of all those who were responsible for 

the German Republic in Noveinber 1918. Whether he will carry out his threat 

or not remains to be seen. There are other parties quite as popular as Hitler's. 

They will have something to say about it, I am sure. There is also the German 

sense of order, discipline and conman sense to be relied on in an emergency. 

But even if he does not succeed, the next ten years are going to be unhappy 

years for our fellow J ews in Ger any for this humiliating propaganda is 

going to be carried on in every town and hamlet in Germany and the cry 

"down with the Jews" will ring for the next ten rears through that empire 

and every conceivable accusation will be made against our brothers there. 

They will be harassed. Their spirits will be burdened. 

What will be the outcome? Jewish experience, my friends, gives us the 

clue of what is likely to be the outcome o:f liat is now taking place. The 

Jew who knows his history will take an historic perspective of what is now 

taking place and will see in it only another bacKward step in that old dance 

of life which is very much l ike the old Engl ish dance. The dance which consists 

of taking three steps forward and two backward, three steps forward and three 

baclaia.rd. Our progress has never been without its halts and its retardations, 

its set-backs and ancient Israel will therefore not lose its sense of proportions 

and will not become danoralized, which after all, as far as our history is 

concerned, is not only a twice-told tale, but an oft-told tale. 

German Jewry has a thousa."ld yea.rs of history back of .it.German Jewry has 

known every conceivable for.n of persecution in the past. Todey it is Adolph Hitler, 

yesterday it was Each has its record of martyrolog, 

its story of men and women who were martyrs during the Crusades. The Black 

Plague left its irnpri!lt upon Jewish communities in Germany. Genaan Jews were 

subjected to every conceivable accusation in the past, to blood libels, to 
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desecrations, well poisoning. They knew the ghetto. They knew the yellow badge. 

They knew the burning of the Talmud and their sacred cooks. They knew h iliation 

and degred.ation. But they survived and through that sea of horror they waited 

:ror the new d~. The new day is not altogether brignt. ere and the re a cloud 

returns, and su<iden stor.ns and darkness. But u...~istakenly tne new d~ is there 

for them as it is in otber parts of the world. From the days of the French 

Revolution and the days of foses .endelssohn, Japoleon, the Jes have made 

colossal strides in their ec~nomic, their political, their socia ~ history. 

They have enriched t1e li±e of the country in which they lived. _hey produced 

a galaxy of men of letters, writers, statesmen, students, of which Germany, the 

real Germany soon umberflng less than l"' oI the 

population, they ·ave to Germany men of the type of EL·stein, Heinrich eine, 
. 

ielix :endelsohn, ,..1eier erg, Karl • arx, Paul Ehrlich, '/alter Rathenau, 

Lazarus, Jacob Wasserman - - - - - - - an en less list 01 en who carved highways 

for human thought and helped to oring Ge any to the forefront of modern ci vi liza

t ion. .i;-ot to speak of men who made many contributions to the UillQ 

of their own people: .:oses 1endelssohn, Zung, Graetz, ~rankel, Geiger, Einhorn 

spirits in Israel. ~uch a com u.~ity th~t knew darkness ~~d knew 

light, that has lived and learned to face this latest recrudescence of bigotry, 

with courage, with imperturba.bili ty. The finest thing of all, as proof of what 

I am saying is that the Gerr.&1 Jews of today are not complaL~ing. _hey are not 

wiipering. They are not begging. _hey are fighting for their rights, their 

hard-won rig~ts in Ge any. But tnere are going to be some here and there who 

ill run to cover in Gennany in the next ten years. The weasel-hearted sons of 
. 

the Covenant, ho will seek the protective coloration of assimilation. Their 

logic is a simple one. e are bated because we are Jews. "'{e are go i ng to cease 

to be Jews. And they are going to cnange their names and join churches. They 

will practice all the devices o &na eur gentiles .. hey are going to be half 

gentile u their chil ren will proba ly be total gentiles and Israel will kno 
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them no more. T11at has h1.ppened in tl1e past and ill ' appen agai!l. B1.lt Israel 

always replenished, will carry on as it has in the past. 

To the majori~y of the Jews of ~ermany, these present occurre~ces and 

what is likely to come will mBAe them perhaps a little less care-free, but they 

will also act as a strengtnenin~ and cene!lting force, ·!lcreasing the loyalty 

and soliceri ty among them. _hat r.as al Vi 'ay been the case. Persecution always 

does that for the Je,vs. " 11 

ihe more he is persec 1 ted, the more he increases and multiplies. 

That has h~_pened in the past. 

You ill recall during the second half of the last century assimilation .·as 

:lide-spread thro g~nout ·estern Europe and many Jews actuall elieved that tbe 

millenium as at hand anQ so the turned their backs upon their religion and their 

people and accepted the political, social and i ntel lectual life of the co ntries 

in ¥hich they dwelt. or all intents and nurposes they ceased to be Jews. 

But they ere begu.ileu. -hey vere misle~d by the·r o hopes. Ancient pre·uuices 

do not die that easily an the millenium oes not c ome about that speedily. 

~uddenly, as i f out of a clear sky, a veritaole t hunder storm of anti-Jewish 

agitation bWept over the whole of Europe. Anti-Je ish literature appeared in 

e very language. -he last half of tne lineteenth century witnessed war, economic 

disorders and the resentment of the eople. Their clamorings sou~ht an outlet 

then as it does now, in blaming it all on the Jev;s. ~.edieval accusations such 

as the in Hun~ary, anti-Jewish parties appeared in Germa..~y. 

Bismarck fomd it expedient to place the ol e of his unsuccessful fight against 

Cat olics on the Jews. One of t lrn liberals of his day, Hermann Ahlwardt, a proto

type of Hitler in those da_,vs, stormed through ~e any f lminating against 

the Jews as ~errnany's real enemies. In 1879 political party whose nurpose as 

a.nti-semitism caoe into existence. i Au~ tri ·-~n~ary measures restr icting the 

Jews' rights to education, the Jews' right to activities. Karl Lu.eger became 

burgomaster of Vienna. taan hom there was no more rascally Jew-hater. 
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There rere riots in Prag"Ue and Hillsner,/ ou will recall as accused of a 

blood ch.9.rge and actually sentenced . In 1870 in .&:!ranee the clerical 

parties became virulently anti-Jewish. Political anti-Jewish parties appeared 

in ranee. Jumont wrote his 11 The .crench Jew" about that 

time, the book i hich hundreds of editions. This 

culminated in the Dreyfus affair in 1g94. ! he whole world turned against the 

Je. With what res lt? ~he re lt which our history has taught us to expect. 

Jews rallied round their peoples I standard and their peoples I faith. They 

re-discovered themselves. Some of teem who wanted to forget that they were 
after 

Jews discovered that the gentiles woul~ not let them forget. Soon, eewe~~P. the 

Demascus a.Ifair the ~ eat organizations whose object it was to 

protect Jewish rights wherever Jews found the .. selves in need of defe!lce. to help, 

prompted by a newly inspired sense of Je ish o bl igat ion and inter-national ism 

In London the Anglo-Jewish Association and Israelitische Alliance, in Vienna. 

The Jewish volonization ssociation was establi ed • y aron de Hirsch with 

fifty million dollars to treJ1sport Jews to centers where they were likely to 

.ollowi~g the pogroms in Russia in earlier years of the 

our own American Jewish Committee was esta ., lished. The response has alw~·s been 

remarkable 
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