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THE ELIGIO·- OF A 
BY 

RA.a I .AB:a H IL L 
THE TFl~PL.c,, l::>ulIDAY 

CIEf" I~T 

ILV 
·ov. 9th, 1930 

!he great Jewish scientist. Albert Einstei~.was recently the 

est of h')nor at a a.inner ·n London inaugurating a c .paign of 

British Jewry or the orga.nizatinn lcl.ovm as the Joint Com.~ittee for 

t:he Promotion of Eastern Jewry, an orga"'liz~ti:>n which devotes itse f 

to the econo. ic condition of Jews in Bas tern ,;.sarope whh;h has done 

r.ost valua·b e work. Jewry h~s not yet recovered from t e ravages of 

t' e ar. 

Albert Einsvein made a special tri: from 3erlin to atten t~is 

di· ner as the gaast of honor. For Li~stei. • esi:es being a reat 

scientist is one of the gr eat hur a11i t~rian.s of o r day . ·e oves his 

tellowme. . He g ives o himself .l."1Stint .:.no- vh never he ca~,to the 

::; -f'f erin.g a-riC:.. to help t' e poo . 

At t!1-s di:mer ma:ly of the d.isti:iguis' ed Je1s of _0:1 ·o:!.1 "iere orese!lt . 

on.; the .. :}eorge erna.rd $haw. who 'elivered a'fl address at t' ·s gath ri:=ig 

and offered a toast to Albe·rt Einstein. In so cio i. :;]' e cal ed him 'the 

greatest of our contei.iporaries . 11 The Greatest of Our ontemporaries! 

.!..h t is ilo.1or enoueh, to be ~.cclai. ed as tne greatest man livin • 

3ut this intellectual tihaw went a steu furtaer. He nl~ced Albert .'.!.instein 

among t 1e eigi1t creat nen who he t1 ou' t to be 11 ·.1:.:.1 ·ers of the -ix iverse. 11 

:::;.L we ti1e eo-i!! ... .:.ng of time, men !l'iVe cm stru.cted sy tems, u..-r1iversa 

syste, s for a;ii:i!ld and $ha, na ed ei ·ht of th • nu . e included Albert 

.2in,tein ong t hem • . he eight were: -u(;lid. , Ptoley, Kep er, Cooernicus, 

Aristotle, 3-a-ilee, 1:e\7t~n a"'ld E"n tei::1 . .Ai.o.!J' these ei~·ht of al times, 

he singled out t' ree, w1.om be ti10 a-ht were the greate t ru.ong hese ei..,.ht. 

A.nd ,, onD' these tbree he pl ced Albert "Sin stein. 
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Rec n tly the re 'la -edicated .:.n th city of .·e rv York ne 

nd m !lifivent c: urch ed • f ice. A er ~c· , 1ose inister 

osdi ic. n keepin - wi : ru. old rchi tect ra tr • t ion, sta J!le 

or Gothic eff i. • es of ome of t' e greatest e. i10 li ·ed ·;ere 

ce in ..... ont o ... t .. e port ls of this c urc~ . The effi • of on y 

one livL"' m .. as foun- wort·... eno -h to ·oe offere not . L 

t: ~t galaxy of po trature of reat men. !ln t· at o .. e ivin~ man 

,as 1 ert inste ·n. :-011 a hri ti n a11 • ot ·h ..... t .e mi '..t c 

n ort:odox re igionist . 

..... vidently t ere i something bo• t this man t:.e.t • s c ht 

t' e i ag · ... atio. of . • He has s L tei 

re~ponds 1,0 t .e heart 

of the mrld. 

It is t) refore 0..1. reat intere t to e=: to s ,.. .. man 

, :ien he s ea::: on t .. e • ct of re i gio .. 'e :o .... ld go o. -

aj to· ar ·l.'.l.t Einste·n has to , o. • • e ct of " ··11 t 

A-:-.:.. rece. t 1 
• e ~ d.e s·.1c.. a co .. ::ession of f ai t11. :-e ,·rote dm1. ...'or 

.i m n satisfaction a. d perha ... s to sh ..... re • is • dea wit' ot_ er 

peo~les 1 what he act-:;.al ... elieved. 

wa.~t to - ·sc-c.ss that creed of i~stei!l .:.th ;rou his .orni. . 

:1e or t· o thin>J atcn one's e e not on1, i 

re di~ t:hi •• creed b t in ur e.,·ing t. 1 ·fe p r ona i of tne 

m n. irst o .11, t... 1' rr.-he r ednea of is scienti t. One is 

¢tome· .. o of scienti ts, espec·~11, o tho e scie .. tists 

o eal in cold, aostr ct, and inter-stellar ~aces, in ,:atter 

figure t· at mo t o ·on 1 t eve unuer ta.~d. o.e is cc torn d to 
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t ink of her.1 as someho remove , dist .... nt, aloof, living i sot'!e 

ivory ower of isolation, c i.ng not t ril !tbout the team ana. 

of the world. but content o deal L infinites and eterna essence 

• n • to i gnore the bu.rria.n. 

··ot so .d:ins tein. cert Ei!ls tei ove his fellow h. n-

bein with ~ :.9as icnate ove. e s~fers w"i1en they s :ff r. :::1i1e 

, e mes .. es a! d sin an· t?-.1.ei!ljustices OJ..' the wor c. ht nim ·ee:ply 

-nd he \·ant s to help. e 1 i ves in the arena of i1u.rnan if e. 

:: e. ~·o are i 1. re ed with the profound numilit of tee rr.an , 

w:. • ch y the ·a•·, is true o al 1 c-reat en . :1instein is - n of 

exceed.ing 'u.un il.:. an~ .. ,o -esty. You ii 1 remeraot:3r th .... t th o!'le 

,e ple co :.r. os sis just ~~at 

( q_;.1.0 • e J:ebre v) 

• ec~"'.l~e t· e Teater the ":a. , ne ore CL: r e .. • t • s o see hi. self 

i!'l relation wi .h t.be u."'liver e 2~d ~"l - ersta!ld 1 • s own 1 • ttleness. 

kid then again one is i mpressed witi1 the unre erved, 11.napo o etic, 

q iet, Jewisr-.ness of .. 1 bert instein. !here are so .,e Je s w· o when they 

beco:.1e reat and -:,c.ieve i !!1portance in the wor r a.tit to flee from 

Jua.aism. -here re some Jews who h ven t achieved re: tness w'i o "t ant 

to o ju t t:.at, esp_ci _ y those 1rho h· ve m!)de e. itt e money . J da.is 

i not ood. eno11.r' for t .. e·r chi dren . _he., beco e niserable socis.l 

c L oers. :hey Wa!.t to rs imi ate, s e,: the nrotective co or tion of 

the ,ajority amon~ whi~h they find. themselves . 

ot o thi 11 the rentest .Jf o r ont,em oraries. " lbert 1:!Jinstein 

i s a Je in every fiber of his eing a.Y1d nothL Je ish is l i en to hi . 

el s ic.e1tified him elf ~ctivel· with every c..utur ~l Je i h move!!'.ent 



•, 

in .7er. !lY .. d t: .... o .1 • o t t'he :i:orla. . e is one of tne le ders 

to yo_ Zioni m. He r vel. fro~ -erlin to on'on, rlin 

to rsa 1, f ro1::1 -erl L to , :os o , t the he t of 01 e Jevish 

c use or t hel to ineuirit hi people, to i 'e them. vi· e. t y 

~e fin( i not t ~ 1 'iffic~ J to hr ~n·ze n · s ~er_~ citizen 1 i 

' i;:, wn n and 

ti only ittle so ls ,io ind it a.iffic lt to est~u~ish t~~~t simp e 

har. o. y in _ i e, or all tr1a t is requ.ire d to receive that nar .10 y i 

• str igat-for ar<11ess and sincerit..r a.'l' i p icity. 

An no· I c. e to Alert Ei.ste~ 1 s creed- r'at Alo rt :: tein 

·t;li.., e in. 

I:1 t e firl:it place loert ..,1;1stein • es nQ b lo."' to t:at cl ss 

of ratio q,_is ts, w: o o it:ve tr1a t everytl i is o si ple that l you 

need is to :::no, a. li t e i hl etl a litt e ~- e: • str 

... hole riddle solved ri ht t'.ere. e doesn't eon tot at cro,d hie' 

t lit le c s. m· le d~e • ·ch the ct a y 

have. loert Ji!lstein kno. show c. there is ·n the universe that i 

·mowab e, mv terious, eyond the reach n • r p of the h 

o he say : 11 the nost bea".lti u.l t: in- v, ca.."1 ex )erience is the 

.. yste·iou.s. It is t .. e source of .1 tr'.l. art a;: sci~nce. .c to hom 

t' is e•·.otion is a stranger, ho c no loner a·se to 10 der a...'ld st 

r :nt in a;,e, i as -":ood as d: his eye are clo e. : i i.si-ht i~to 

he mystery of life, \; u ... ~d tho • .. it be it: fe r, has also Pive~ rise 

to religion. -O knov thrt ·hat i i~oenetraole to us rea_ly exists, 

m ni:festi g itsel as , e • i-0 ·he t isdo an tne o t rao.iant e ty hlch 

our ci 11 f c~ ties c 11 co._re· nd 0!1 ~ in tneir most urim"tive for s - this 

O\i e , h·s feelin, is t the cent r f tr er ig·oune . I this e ... se, 
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:nd in thi~ sen e onl , I v~lo n tne r nks of devo t 

Str . --e i it no· th t th m n ho has re olut • o. ized he ~ hole 

~ n ept of the tr:.ic t~re of t1 e iverse, who :eno s more bout ti e, 

s ace, re ationshi_, of t11 suheres, tn n any , . an being live or 

.. han any hll! oe·n t'at -ver ived, accordin~ to the test·mony 

or' t} e se eople, ti t ne sncn1l c'. 0\7 ed!)'e t~ at there is . 
yste ious, l erietrab e _ni!16 in : e U..Yl iverse; that eve!l e st3.nds 

r~nt • awe efore t: e m ... ifestations o:f t. e ~ • °'" ble 

.ii ich he can. ot f t om. 

·ow :.ich t: ~ t is in co. so: a:.c e with ti e J e i,::;'1 tr di t • on. 

1allote 11 II e beginr- •. g of iscio o ever. 1 

nd then let ·t be rem. bered lber t 'Zinste • n spe :s of 

the 1 ystery of the orl , e noes. 1 t 

of nat'.l!'e in tne s e e .. e t' t th 

mind s 'mp y the mys ter • 

ri list thins of nat re, -

a nae 11ine , ec} ani = ·: s ein is not .. , ·~t n :..ve. '8L ste·. soea'-s 

of the ! ife tat· on of t' e ' • g· st ,is om in nat re. In no her 

connecti•:>n he nt::aJ.r of a p1 ose in nc..t-~e. L that ense :i:'.lstein 

is rofoun ly relig' ous m n for t: e one critic 1 • stinction bet\·een 

t.1e religious n: non-reli6 iou8 m ~ is ju.st that. -he non-reli!'l"ious man 

t:inks that the or~ is t'hin , a u.achine ._ i tho t th ~ht, , .:. tho t 

~ itho~t inte i e.ce. rn ... at t:e or dis a 

Person ... ity; that tJ e orl is the 1.,anif e t tion of fo ... rinc y 

o~ ~ min· t or-, o ·isdo. ex ressin; it e_f. :n .. te:n eons 

os t sure on t: pl tfo . o~ the l'e i 0 • ous m n w: e.. e s e - of t e 

,··isdo , t e L te li ·e~ ce .,"ld pur o~e of t e uni verse. at i the one 

sine aua non of reli~ion. 11 else is secondary. If rali ion has ny 

ose, 
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d.oo ' 
t t i t1 a o: re igion. 1 else eriv ive. 

Al ert Ein tein does not elieve i. "o .. ;, 0 r ds !ld p i hes 

s e con~eive of ra '1 p nishment . 

I I Ca! 1:ot i gine -.TO w' o re· ards an pu.is1es t'1e 0 
. ject of 

is • io. , re 1 ode . fter 01.lr "od, in sl.ort, er a e 0 

r7n" is "- a ref ection of ·rail t II .., • 

:"'ei t: r do we - elieve in t1~t Ki:: d of reward -:1d U.'1is :ie!lt . either 

id Job believe i!l it. You re ember tl. t t1-'e wiiole th _1e of that gre t 

cl ssic is th t God does ::ot re 1ard e. ·or their good dee s as ·, e wou d, 

. or does e pll2 ish the,n as .e t ould. The rewar o he ood is the good 

itself; the ·nisbment fort' e evil i t' e evi itse f. 

: e co-.. e. s tio s o • .. : e good i:fe in the ti factions \1'.ich ~ome fran 

doin,c,- t.he ood . 1 ... he tr.le n v·e 1. st r.e P\1!.iS!l.me!lt S of the 

evil ike ise within, in tne dev st tion o lo,1 t'ie goo n t' e 

_herefore t e ... a ..,is ·eclared 11 ·-etr .v 11 

11 :Bc: . o~ li: e erv nts ih erve the . aster for : e sa.1-r..e of re ar •. Be 

liKe those w·.o erve e . a ter i :.ou of r rd." Virtae 

has its o·m re ar '. Eut sur ly no one • .. o el ieves t! t t· ere i ~ h 

t . in. ) a v, i do . o ... ent ra..-vit 

that good uoes .ot JielQ goo· a..~d evil does not yield ev·1. or if you 

in the orlo.. ree to s c: prin~iple t: n t ' ere is 

r 'hole moral · and 

n that e;1 e there i Provi e. ~e a.'1o. in that e!1se t' ere is r e 11ard. n 

th.q,t ense too, sure th'1.t ert tein \ i ree ith t e 

call retrib~tion. 
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in ..,1;;in does ._O elieve in rv:v o: a::1 ter -ea.tr of ::, 

he 
. .. 11:~ei t, er C :1 I e ieve tha t: e L. . vi· 1 s:irvives 0 t 

t' e death of his bo - ' tho h feeb e oul :_~.r· or such tho, hts Y, 

t' 0 
, fe r or ridiculous egotism. It i to con-

t e1 p la .... e 1 e .. st er o c ". c o :i e per_ etu ting itse f th o ;. 

eternit, to reflect ~no!l t· e . rvelous truct·re of the 

y parcei ~"e ::1d to try to oopre· end even 

~ in:'initesioa. a.rt of t· e in tel i e;1ce .. a.:ife ted in n. u e. 1 

B one r:i e "9rof o 1 ·1y .. e i ~d -Ot be ie e :n 

nerso. a ... rvival fter ·eaf .. Ir f • ag ~ o t'e book oi Jo. 

•• ou k. ov: there is ver;/ lit le ut inn ort ity in the ib e . :here 

is l: ear reo ·1at·o:: of t·e ,~.ole c rin t:e ook o ... Jo . 

S • Jo' : 

i e c.1 "; 
t t: ~ 

• ·oug'1 tl1e cent O- . 
' .,.,O''t l 0 .... "' .. - ... '-" 

-"-8.!. """' • t .. . 
t . 

a. • . peri ·1etl'i. a. d s • e? 
he .:aters f il .. :ror., : e oea • 

. qnd the river is draine ry; 
;jo _ "1. i.eti. do n ..,:n.d r • seth not • 

e .•• 

.:.ill t:e: aven . o .. ore , t'.e 1 .. ot wake, 
'Por • e rou ed o t of : eir s eep. 11 

-here have b n - reat reli ·lo s fi !lres int· 
im:norta i ty a.'l.d ..... i t>tein in so o in does not put 

-rho q!lestioned 
.f in the c_ ss 

,.ith t·.e .~o!'l-r i ious necesc:=irll • :o •• rer. it houlo. • e re e .. bercd th t 

n .. -be ief i!'l i .ortn ity i :io r.1ore cienti •• 

It : not oee ... de, .. 02 trated sci .. t ifica ly t· at t e vi ta_ e sence of 

m n ce~se v it· t e re -up of hi mort bo • It h not at a.11 een 

·e ... on tr ed i ... t he ener .,' , no·m to n, - lie ener 1 

min en r is es ro •ed Yhile 1 other o o e. er y ca."1 'l.O e 
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destroyeQ. ~or one of the 1 ws o p·y cs is on.1.i1 ation o 

ener • 

.1 ert ~instein i . y eA-pres es n inion. Hi • o"' L.ion is 

id or hi . . ~t has o ooj cti e or nivers V 1. d..i t• • 

. loer EL te·n tins t ·:e c 11 ree • 11 . 

.... e s ys : "I do not believe we c n. h'1ve n' reedo·1 t ... 1 in he 

hi o op: ic sense, or ve ct .. ot on1, u.~uer e te1n , c -P sion 

but als ! • ?la.vi c nnot 

t r -in , na ne il s 11 i ,pressed it elf , on Ii 

a l1 •·s consoled me vi.en ha e witnessed or .. uf1ered ifet h r~ship . 11 

• 01, the 'J.b~ ect o~"' f ree ii 1 i~ a h ra .. ut to c.:r L . t ·snot 

onl .he o og .:.c.: pro i i t da C n ·r·c prob m. -t ·s 

one of tne o ·est Jro e ns c 1 il_ oro b l.. ..ever 

e . ol ed. i e .. r o e. o .e fi1st? 

la o ! ri totle and nea 1 • everJ Je ish nro het , res ted ith 

thi. .. proo e of reedo . of the , ill . 

eca".l e olo .:.a. re tr i. • ' a.t it i diffic ... t to 

i 
. 1.70. : __ 0 , e ~ . . .. i,ill I 

. 
at ma"1 i., 

do ' then ore-. ~ l .. a1,, ·· ppen, I 

ear ~ man ,.. $ .. 0 ree :il He ' la.S no cho i e • 

t r con i € \.TO 

. 0 one n s sol ed t}. rob to the a tis action of ver 1one. 

tia.adia, the - e 1i sh hi 0 ooh r of the hnt . said t: at ile 

"'o. cioes no,· . t am 1 1ill do , .:i.a t {no l ed e is . ot co:.p ory . Jti t ' -

s the \'e t her-mf'.11 ::!'lorled e of h .... the ·e t' r 1:11 e tomorro does v 

!lOt c.;all e t t ·eat r. 
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3a.c' as ys tne prool is too compli ted ~nd . n. t e olve 

sa· u t'' t ~a. \·il ea. t· t tnere s'.ou d e 

1 erna. i ve~ fro:'" • ic: . en c-ho d choose. 

Cre \!as, vno r ore than rone else influence Spino I de::ied li "e 

~L.s ein 

::e 1 owed at -;e " 11 p r i freedom, j-w t as ~:pi.:: oz did. I s id 

a Ii oment 8€0 tnat the ro lem is :iot theo o _ic.:. It is 

roblezn a .. d . ot t n 1 one t. t • .. s ·bee. so ved. 

s~ient ific 

I we ss me that t. e . ind of m n :s co?1str 

1 i!!.es ~~cl t: !:) t t' .e onl., order in the u..'li verse ls 

ed lo .. ~ mec_ nistic 

;ec'r1l:mist:c order 

c n • tn t the o_ lJ .i:'orce in t e '.l."'liverse i. .. e~h !li l forc e, the 

~ e r y ma:1 is not ree y ore ' _n 'l :.s -ree. ,b ri ·nt 

11 ve ,·e b 11 1 t' .e r _here is none . • n na \ .... 

right have e o. ~, ch 'l'l"l 0 r te t11e f _ct~ of our 0 n 

experie.ce a.:id observ tion. ... or i t:.ere i •;e do 

e ~erience ·tis ju~t this; th t ~t t·mes ,e do ·e: e t l m -ea 

c .oi e. e wei 1, e del • er te and t· en v e feel that 

re r. aking t ti .e r-1e ate 1e J , :are tn, t ··e ~ re forced to 

d.o certain t • ing. end h r a! a:JS in thinkin_ over t el'!l . 

01, that v·e have made a certain decision. These e i portant 

·endencies e can o 1 e L1 i t hate idence ceca e ;eh ve oefor 

hand agreed t:at there is only one type of ener an one order of the 

universe - the mec ni 

PsJcholo ist ar coming ore and r 01 e to e lieve t·. t n as ithi 

'i. elf so ces of 'ud ent, of ction; tnat n projects , 

that n CM ill. _hvre re even cienti ts iro elieve t t the 

mec· anistic interpretation ca.."'l not pl to ch c1· enc s ' s _c emistr •• 
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~o that the probe is not solved by lbert ..Tiinstei.n 1s sta.ter.1ent tb~t 

he does not believe tba~ there is n freedom t R in the hilosophic 1 

sense. Here agai~ he is giving voice to a..."1 opinion which is not 

scientifically demonstrable. ihe old prob ems ill ren ins. 

::7he Rauls pronounced years ago "Everythine is foreseen and yet 

.i: ree -;i 11 is nere ." 

1To7 I come to Albert ... instein 1 s ethics. And here we see the ancient 

georew nro~het in 1 instein . ... -

In the first place, ~instein does not believe in the ethics of the 

trough, the ethics that a man lives to be Lappy; that his so_e concern 

in life is to have comfort and luxury, - the ethics of ..Epic eanism. 

Einstein says: 11 The ideals which have always shone efore me and filled me 

with the joy of living are goodness, beauty, ana. trut"o . To make a. goal 

of comfort or happiness has never appe led to me; a system of ethic built 

, on this basis iVOUld be sufficient only for a herd of cattle. -li thou the 

en e of collaborating with like-minded eines in the nursu.it of the ever 

unattainab e in art and scientific researc1, my life would ve been empty. 

iverf since chilc.hoocl I have scorned tne co .. ~~,onnl".)ce limits so often set 

pon :1 a ambit'on . Possessions, out ard success, po icity, 1 .ury - to 

me tiese have alvmys been conten1p ti-ble. I ue ieve that a simple and U..'1-

assuming rn-nner o li ~e is best for everyo. ~, best both for the ooc.y a d 

tne mind. 11 

How thoro~hly J wis11 that is. .1 n's goal is to reach for t:.1e u.."lattain-

a ·le. _h t is w11at lends harmonious beauty to life. 

man above t e anim 1 

hat is ·hat lifts a 

to reac1 thro ~h them for a ·li~pse o t he distant fields of splendor. 

• 



T11e past mO? ti1 'has vitnessed most gra t ifyin:; :;,rot;ress ill the boycott 

movement in tni country. fter mo. t s 0 • 0 i t a ti on ractic,. lly all the 

leading departm nt s tores Of 1 R'W Yo:rK !l.3. e announced tna t they } • ve ceased 

buying Ge_man merchandise. Also tfle V ry i. :oort retail cnain store orgo iz,j,tion, 

t e F. ool orth Co., has a.no ced t1· tit has disco1tinued iln!)orting 

Ge an goods . 

T'nis is a.11 VPr.:1 gratifying. From a noli tic.·,l noL t of vi ,1 it would, 

of course i1ave been mu.ch mor effective if tn e gret t mercantile esta ill.is "ents 

nad joined t1 e boycott mov€=:in ,nt mo 1t s ago instead of hidin;.;, e ' ind s:peecr1es and 

argum nts wr. ich deceived no one, and yield~ only t ,1 nrec;sure of the COllSU.'1ling 

public. Only a few d0 nartm nt stores hi:- d t:1 coura.6 e , t- e 1ision and t e nigh 

. 
and our r eo-ple ~ nould" uec.r thi f~ct in nind al nys, tll,.n ar.iong t P-se organizations, 

the non- Je ish stores to0~ th 1~ad. Lt tnis be said in tribute tot em. 

, i\lc yet remaL s t ') oe do11e. I1 t · 0 ci ti_.s ts ·d of ~ YorK witn ~ f ew 

possible exce-otions, tne ooycott needs J"'.\U.Ch more or5aniz d and aggress~ve 

nropaganda. T 1ey s ould e reacned a t once. T~ e sti mlat ion of t· oycott work 

in other cau.ntries mhy now be undert, ~en. 

It is ecomrni g incre si 1.gly clP; r tn .t only r lentless economic l)ret·sure 

upon t rlitler r 0 gi e •1ill ultimately v,c ,Jr it · ovm or co:mel a co.np l te 

rig.t1t- aoout- face in its policies a.nu nractis s. G rn • ny 11: s d fied tie 

consci lee of tn world. T e consci.:...uce of t e world s no turned a 0 ainst it . 
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Idealism, th tis tne b si of ~instein 1s ethics. 

And then .J:Ji!1~ tein s~ ea~ s tne nrophets o old, of hum n inter-

de endence. !-h t see s to o t}:e bed-rock pon which he se .. his 

che . e of i e. .e a. s : ( 11 , -om the 

tnere is one th· ng 1e • kno : t:r1 t 

sta.~dpoint of d ily lie, ho ever , f 

n is here or th e of other 

en - aoove all, ..1.or tho e 1..1pon \lc.;0 e mile r!ld. •,·e 1-beil go· 0\7n 

pin ss de_ en s, '7L ., o for t1 e count ess u..'llkno•,·n sou s 7i th vhose 

fate we e connected ·oy oo_ of syi:1p~th . . any times uay I 

rea ... ize , o ,ill! .y o 'n o er bars 

f m fello~ en, oth living 

d inner i e is ouilt :pon tl 

d dead, an· 110v; ear!:es tly I t exert 

yself :n or ~er to ~i ve in raturn as h as I 'have received. l .y peace 

of n.ind is often tro oled b th epress n • nse that I, ve orro ed 

oo neavily :rom ·or_ of otner men." 

I ru: ve ne er r d •ore perb tr.a p h-

finder of mankind e res ine to the or d his cop ete 

to ot'er, cl~i :in~ no credit to himse , no ori~inalit to hi e f, b t 

expressing his to otners li v •. nd de-d o made hin: . 

Ho true that is. ·;h t simple ~'namic truth tha. t is and ho 1 ofte. e 

over ook it. :o of en do 1e t1.ir .. , . J ... trene , d the po;•; er of m 

·.ealthhve f,.l'()ttenr.e t·•. ,e t .. of isdom, 0 1 o ten for ett ·n_ or 

p ents 1 o~ teac.:: er , t e books , e read, he c . t cts ·,·e e, the 

resent and ... ast have fashioned n • mol ·ed s a.'1d invisible h nds ut 

the finishin~ to·~· es upon o per ali ty. 

·;e are not o y oar brot'.ers 1 eepers. 

in turn helped to .a.Ke them. 

r rothers, re o m ers nd 
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And thus Albert i.. tein voices the a!!cien er· of cJ.s ueople . 

::e s~ e • of 11 mv ., s ion te interest in soci 1 ·u tice ~d soci~ 

responsi ili t . 11 And i tnere is :n:,rtnin~ tr t is c .. r cteristic of 

J 1is'1 te ching, it is just th is so\! i :u tice - "Justice, justice 

s'i1alt thou pursue." ·o grou_ o men ever s oke ith su.ch cour e 

in en _ pioning t' e r h s of cienied a"'ld •• .. :posse~sed !ld do 

trodden o:· t:e earth s our ~ropbets from the d :vs of Is iah to tne 

c..av of lbert .h.iinstein . 1le rn de e: emies oeca.::. e o t} t . I!l m n, 

partx o • the rnrld we are hPted eca· e ·e re ran ed as radicals 

an~ Clestroyers of the peace oec se ~ e i. i t upo~ t·ie ba ic 

o hw a.11 ri t and t· t i our ro n~ and or 

immortali t, 

. d Albert •ins tein is a de.ocrat. Int • ,.ge of cynicis 1, in 

his age hen dictators' .ips e exploite, int is e whe .. even in our 

land h t: e in -~ t ials ~ 
. of the nst i t-uti ons of democracy, own . e .. 

call in the::n ex 0 ini:r 11 their f lts . d. e ease 
' ~ ;;,;) 

l bc;r in tein ,,res to ~nawpion the l,; use of de ocr cy s inu II ,'V 
• 

po i 11iC 1 ide , 
is o.enocr C --,Vt;r · O'!l sho 0 es ecte as . • . .. 

i. di i • . 1 t . ~ lizea..~ 11 l I k:no t' at in 01 der to ~ no on lCle ao 

ttain !)n• c.efi:iite oa it i irn_ er tive "h· t one 'O r -n sno ~ do 

t'i tninki!:g '·n~ • n c~rry mo t of t1 e re~pon i .... ·1i y. B t, 

0 s OLl • not i ven., : e s o be al lo •ed to 

choose their 1 ade . It see s o m tha t· •e d ·st inc ion epar~t in 

the social cases re false; in tre 1 s :ialv is t e re ton orce . 

I ccnv·n ed tat de enerac ol ms ever a tocr· tic SJ . te. of 
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v·olence, ·or violen e i.evit l ·• • ttr cts moral inferior . 
~ 

has nroved t t illu trio~s tJra. ts re Q ceeded y scoun 

or th is reason I • oeen io:1ate y posed 

regi...es as e ist in - t • .. h ~h. h . h h l va J ocay • - e v l. g 1 C E'. 

.:iscredited t·.e :uro ean for s of cie .ocr .c i !lot the • a. ic t1 eor~ 

o~ ·e .o racy it el", ,,·hi·h SOI!H: say i 

of our political lea·er: ip, as 1e 

t 1 • t II p· r y a i . men . 

t f· t, o t the ·nst • i., i y 

s the imperso. 1 character of 

nd he goes even fur ti r, hie i1 01.A. co.e as c::• OC to Ollr 

i!1 ellectu.a s, 11 el i ve t· ,. t you in the T .. i ted ·t tes ve hit pon 

:· e rigi.1t i ·ea. Y • choo::se 

time a.I give . im eno 

respo!;.s ili ties. 11 

i must o on to cone e. 

_ re • de. t Ior a reas n ble en ,.t· of 

o er y of hi.., 

-r:iinstei..1. i:., a g rc:at h mpio. 01 e ce. e st e rost hated ma.~ 

on t .e militarists 0~ "er . !1y. "f t· e ai itary . lbert instein 

in t is of i . 't: i u.b. ct rin ... s me t,o/ t at vi ... est off-says ree . / 

pri. o t: J erd in - t e odio • s . ili ti . .an. i'ho en~ o rchL r:r 

i. 1 ine n • file ·o the trains o mush: fal e o , • . • c . t e .. p t ; he 

received his eat r i!l • y :. ista e - t· e pi!la cord wou. d , ve been 

amp ... s icient. :hi herois~ at co an. th·s sense ess viole!lce, 

t:.i ccursed om a.st of p triotism - ho 1 intensel I des_ ise t ml 

ar i lov and des,;.)iea e, an' I had r ther b ·1 i";te:1 to snre 

ticip te in s h cioings . 11 

than 

11 Such a ta.in on hu.1:1 ni ty should e erased i thout de a·, . I think 

• 
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,e 11 e.10 llgh of hU! .. n n e to e ieve that it 1ou1· h ve een ,i e 

o, t, lo!1g a,e-o h.'i not tne co o. en~e o: na • on bee~ s stematica y 

c rr .1nted thro' h schoo a::d press for us ness an · po_ i tic rea ons. 11 

, hat is I::>aiah s eaki. g. -!1at 1 ,.. t' t vi~io!l •as fir t ro-

jected t1ou a. s of 2ars • II . !ld t.1ey shal ..,eat '.eir svor s .i.11to 

lot1 ' - :.ares. t \.e -r> ::,·or ai. ~ t . • tion. 

.. al... ti1ey lear:.1 . 

I . I t it .iracu. 0 s ho\. a trc:.."ition I.: ntin es , Jrol:en ai .. OnD' 

eople t' OU."'h hree t'ous n . years, ape pl e scattered 11 over the :;;, 

1or l o., li n er var L con'itions, ep r te y cen"" 1ries ·n 

cO!.l..""ltrie "'?. O!!l how t: e ·pil j_ t re. L he s -!ID sar.,e p ion 

.. :or social r.; ~tice , the e ss.:.o:i for ~ ocr Y, he 3,.'!18 p Sin 

or peace , tl e sru .. e 

: erit e of I rael. 

o f r L. B..'1 ·:: ter- ' e )e: ... d.e: ... e . .:h· t is the 

If y u :i'er e to as·.. e, is ..... L teL"l a re igious n? I v.ou ...1. say, 

of cou.se he in, of curse: is , s religio s th e age of ncient 

Jf> ho liited np the i eyes to h aveu and said 1 

·1 ... 0 stoo· oe"ore tne s".:lne vast. y::;teri1::s , nm~ ed nd 

-'e·r 1,,00 ere ncer'"aL o .. .' ever t ' i.P . :ne oo questl ~ed. ~.ey ere 

t.ro ·bled by t· e 1 r o e .. of ov • d.e::ce a!1d im..or t 0 ... ity 8:ld free i 1. 

_he cou_d !lot •·n wer t· i!"l s 8."l o·e th ·:e ca.n tod Y . ut t ey 

be L,ved s ,e ·oe iave , t' t t11ere is in the "'J..""l i ver e , isdom a 

e. e: icence, a puroose , a goo ess. :l :.e!"l all i ai • a • oone. 
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I , 
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What I Believe 
Limng Philosophies XIII 

1n.J ALBERT EINSTEI1' 

S TR.ANGE is our situation here upon To ponder interminably over the reason for 
~ earth. Each of us comes for a short visit, not one's own existence or the meaning of life in 

,...... ,...L-- knowing why, yet sometimes seeming to divine general seems to me, from an objective point 
• a irpose. of view, to be sheer folly. And yet everyone 

.,,;:: rom the standpoint of daily life, however, holds ~t_ain iqeals by which he guides his as-
/ \ l \ there is one thing we do know: that man is here tfiration and his judgment. The ideals which 
yfor the sake of other men - above all for those / ~ave always shone before me and filled me with 

upon whose smile and well-being our own nap- • ...,..the joy of living are goodness, beaut a!!!!_ 
piness depends, and also for the countless u~ ..toUh.- To make a goal of comfort or h~ppiness 
known souls with whose fate we are connected½has never appealed to me; a system of ethics --
by a bond of sympathy. Many times a day I built on this basis would be sufficient o~ly 
realize how much my own outer and inner life for a herd of cattle. 
is built upon the labors of my fellow men, both Without the sense of collaborating with 
living and dead, and how earnestly T must ex- like-minded beings in the pursuit of the ever r{) 
ert myself in orde~. to give in return as much unattainable in art and scientific research, 
as· I have received. My peace of mind is often my life would have been empty. Ever since ( 
troubled by the depressing sense that I have childhood I h~ve scqrned_thc commonplace / :i 
borrowed too heavily from the work of other limits so often set upon human ambition. Pos- ::-\ 

, ~n. scsstons, outward success, publicity, luxury - U 
/If .✓-:1'? do not believe we can have any freedom at to me these have always been contemptible. I 
~l in the philosophical sense, for we act not believe that a simple and__ unassuming_ mannC!l" 

only under external compulsion but also by of life is best for everyone, best both for th 
• inner necessity. Schopenhauer's saying-" A body and the mind. 

, man can surely do what he wills to do, but he My passionate "\terest in social justice and 
cannot determine what ne wills" - impressed ~cial respon_sibi~lhas alwaysstood m curious 
itself upon me in youth and has always con~~~nfrast to a mar ed lack of desire f7,r direct 
soled me when I have witnessed or suffered 1/association with men and women. ti am a 
life's hardships. This conviction is a perpetual horse for single harness, not cut out for tandem 

, b~eeder of tolerapce, for it does not allow us to or team work. I have never belonged whole- f< 
rake ourselves or others t~ seriously; it makes neartedly to country or state, t? my circle_of 
rather for a sense of humor. friends, or even to my own family. These ttes 

Tltis articl, is p,~cllfl hy cot,yritlil a11J uy ,ep,r1'utio11, i11 a,ltou o, i11 ,.,., is ,st,,mly Jo,wldna. 

"'ffl':'EB 1930 198 
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have always been accompanied by a vague ality, the personality- he who produces the 
aloofness, and the wish to withdraw into my- noble and sublime while the common herd re-
self increases with the years. mains dull in thought and insensible in feeling. 

Such isolation is sometimes bitter, but I This subject brings me to that vilest o 
do not regret being cut off from the under- spring of the herd mind- the odious militia. 
standing and sympathy of other men. I lose The man who enjoys marching in line and file 
something by it, to be sure, but I am compen- to the strains of music falls below my contempt; 
sated for it in being rendered independent of he received his great brain by mistake- the 
the customs, opinions, and prejudices of others, spinal cord would have been amply sufficient. 
and am not tempted to rest my peace of mind This heroism at command, this senseless vio-
upon such shifting foundations. lence, this accursed bombast of patriotism -~ft, M _.E_olitical ideal is democracy. Everyone how intensely I despise them! War is low and 

V~ should be respected as an individual, but no despicable, and I had rather be smitten to 
one idolized.flt is an irony of fate that I should shreds than participate in such doings. 
have been showered with so much uncalled- Such a stain on humanity should be erased 
for and unmerited admiration and esteem. Per- without delay. I think well enough of human 
haps this adulation springs from the unfulfilled nature to believe that it would have been wiped 
wish of the multitude to comprehend the few out long ago had not the common sense of na-
ideas which I, with my weak powers, have ad- tions been systematically corrupted through 
vanced. school and press for business and political rea-

l Full well do I know that in order to attain sons. 
; I j 

'-' any definite goal it is imperative that one The most beautiful thing we can experience 
person should do the thinking and commanding is the mysterious. It is the source of all true 
and carry most of the responsibility. But those art an sctence:-He to whom this emotion is a 
who are led should not be driven, and they stranger, who can no longer pause to wonder 
should be allowed to choose their leader. It and stand rapt in awe, is as good as dead: hi 

\
seems to me that the distinctiqns separating~yes are closed. This insight into the mystery 
the social classes are false; in the last anal- _;/ of life, coupled though it be with fear, has also 
sis t ey rest on force. -r;m convinced that given rise to religion. To know that what is im- ( /\IV 
egeneracy follows every autocratic_ system of ~enetrable to us reall exists, mam estmg 1tsel 
iolence, for violence inevitably attracts moral a~ tne hi~hest wisdom ancf the most radiant 1

1 

inferiors. Time has proved that illustrious beauty w ich our dull faculties can compre-
, tyrants are succeeded by scoundrels. hend only in their most primitive forms -

For this reason I have always been passion- this knowledge, this feeling, is at the center of 
ately opposed to such regimes as exist in Russia true religiousness. In this sense, and in this 
andJ al to-qay. The thing which has discred- sense only, I belong in the ranks of devoutly 
ited the European forms of democracy is not religious men. 

1 
the basic theory of democracy itself, which /<( / I cannot imagine a God who rewards and 
some ~ay is at fault, but th~_ ·nsta!_)il~ty o( J>Punishes the objects of his creation, whose pur-
our political leadership, as well as the im- poses are modeled after our own - a God, in 

rsona c aracter of party alignments. short, who is but a reflection of human frailty. 
I believe that you in the United States Neither can I believe that the individual sur-

have hit upon the right idea. You choose a' Jlfvives the death of his body, although feeble 
President for a reasonable length of time an~souls harbor such thoughts through fear or 
give him enough power to acquit himself prop- ridiculous egotism. It is enough for me to con-
erly of his responsibilities. In the German Gov- template the mystery of conscious life perpet-_ 
ernment, on the other hand, I like the state's uating itself through all eternity, to reflect 
more extensive care of the individual when he upon the marvelous structure of the universe 
is ill or unemployed. What is truly valuable in which we can dimly perceive, and to try hum-
our bustle of life is not the nation, I should say, bly to comprehend even an infinitesimal part of 
but the creative and impressionable individu----C the intelligence manifested in nature. 

Next month, the credo of Lewi■ 1'1omford 
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