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BY 

BA.BBI .ABBA HU,I,II, IIILYD 

To the thoughtful man or woman, eYer7 •tage of life ha• 

lta compenaationa, for eYeey atage of 11fe bringa lta on p oullar 

experience• and at eYery atage we mq N-begln to 11Te a new life on a 

Human life baa ita eeuona Juat a• nature baa lt• aeuona. 

And each aeaaon baa it• own chart• and it• own aeeming beauty. 

One need not dwell long of cour •• upon the compenaationa 

of youth, for it 1• general.17 underetood that 7outh 1• that period in 

human life which enJoya moat what we call'tbe ble■aing of life.• 

In the firat place youth la blea1ed with unboun~d hope 

and hope la the seat of life. Hope 1• the marrow of living. In youth 

people are not yet aware of the inevitable limita,iona of life. ETer, 

obetacle 1• aeswned to be aurmountable and eveey amD1t1on attainable. 

In youth our dream, are not ye\ barne11ed or broken by experience and our 

inner 1elf, our ego, 11 not yet ahackele4 by aocial reatrainta. 

n •• are young •• DelleTe that •• can chooae SD¥ road 

we want to trawl on. Tblre are choice■, - we may cbooae, and eYen if 

the road were bard, we po••••• the ■trength adequate for the effort. 

Youth too, 11 ble1Nd with bu¥oyano,-. Young men when they 

are dafeated in their particular obJective will expre•• a profound 
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deapair only for the moment. The next moment they are plunging on 

again. There 1• a reailience and electricity to the emotional life 

of youth that one doea not find in later life. The warm blood of 

youth ha• a W&:¥ of thawing all the chill deapair• of life. So youth 

in the word.8 of the poet 1• "Ceaaele•• aa iring and ever in motion.• 

And then youth too, ha• this advantage; that it 1• too 

much engroaaed in the buaineaa of living to intellectualize much about 

life. Youth live• and experience• the moat of life without carving 

theae emotion■ lnto •lu:•de of analyaia and cr1t1ciam. Youth doe, not 

•ubmlt life to a aort of an intellectual. microacope,for the microecope 

unfortunately reveal• the rough texture of ex1atence. 

Youth baa what Emeraon called the "Gift of divine 

generalization," - overlooka the unpleuant detaila, aee1 only the 

sweet aide and therefore youth 1• the age of lyric poetr,. 

Every a&• baa ita poetr,. But youth la particularl7 tbl 

age of lyric, romantic poet17. It 1• the age of the "Song of Songa." 

d 7outh ba.1 a WfJ¥ of 1dealls1ng life. I do not mean 

falaifying life. Life ia what we make lt. ach age make• it• own life. 

Youth make• life ideal, a legend of budding, bloaaom, becoming, - aa 

perhapa it wu meant to be in the mind of the aker, Himaelf. 

Corrmonplacea are comroonplaoea onl7 to co onplace people. 

You\h baa not 1•t reached the atage wheN thing• are commonplace. Youth 

can ■till aee tm glow where other people •e• only the actuallt7. That'• 

a bleaaing. 
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Youth ha• enthuaiaam•. We deaire enthuala1111 in youth. 

e are a bit fearful of it, in middle aged people or old age. Youth 

ha• the enthuaiaem to overleap mountains. Sometime• they break their 

neck• but aometime• that enthuala11n doe• carry them over the higheat 

mountain rangea. And nothing give• a rarer eatiafaction to life than 

an act completed in superb abandonment into which you have thrown all 

the pa•aion of your will. That sort of an act is pos•ible in youth. 

Youth la •till unabackled, unvictimized, not pigeon-holed in a definite 

Job or profeaaion or calling. It ia not curbed, aa all of ua become 

curbed ae we get older. d youth can still be stirred to fine impulaea, 

noble generoaity, mS&?lificent loyalty. Youtli can al so be very oruel 

because it is thoughtl•••· Youth can b impulsively tyrannoua. And 

that•• wey parent• must not permit youth to exploit them and youth muat 

not exploit their parenta. Thia la the age when young people tyrranise 

over the old. They lmo• more than their pa.rent• do and aome parent• 

try to get out of the wa;y of their children all the time. They do not 

want to interfere. The children know more. They are modern. It l• a 

fooliah age and parent• particularly are extremel7 foolish in thi• 

generation. Theae young people who are now exploiting their parent• will 

be much smarter when the1 become pa.renta. 

Youth, then, to summarize, 1• a period of preparation. 

Spring 1• the time of plowing, aowlng. Life all about 1• at1rr1ng. There 

l• a life-ferment. The aap of life oreep1 up warm, rich, sweet. Youth 1• 

the time for laying foundatloD• for one•• later life, - foundation• in 
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p~•ical well-being, foundation■ in sound habit• of thought and 

action, foundations in fine friendahipa. The youth who waate• hi• 

youth or who permit• himself toolishly to become sated in youth baa 

many dull wa.ated yeara ahead of him. Nature ha.a a W&:J of keeping 

strict accountability upon all eople. e can fool other people, we 

can fool our parents, we can fool ourael Tea. But we can't fool nature. 

If•• aow nothing when we are young•• have nothing to reap in later 

life. If we waste our pbJaical reaourcea when we a.re young we are 

'before we reach tlie middle po!nt of life. A . outh waated 

apell• a life wasted. 

I said youth doean' t need much cornment ae far aa ita 

compenaationa are concerned, 1 t haa compensations enough. But middle 

age hat ita compen1ation1 too. 

The greate1t compenaation ot middle age, of courae, and I 

don't know what middle age~i• todq. It ls realq hard to •8¥• Fromm:, 
'-

knowledge of aome of my friend• I would put middle age a• far up aa the 

age of ae'fent7. I have known men in the aixtlea, bealtey, heart7, atrong, 

alert, energetic aa men a generation ago were at the age of fort7, -

the greateat compensation of middle age 1• the privilege of building a 

famil7 and a home. That'• the rareat of life'• bleaainga. To enJ07 

the companionship of a lite-mate, to bring children into the world; to 

have something of that divine aatiaf'action which God Himaelt must ha'fe 

bad when He created thl• world. To be a co-creator with God, to be a 
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providar, protector, a counaelor, a gu.1dei to be able to faahion and 

to mold character, that•• a compenaation which come• with middle age -

perhap• life'• richeet bleaaing. 

Of courae, that bring• with it a load of reaponaibilitJ. 

ea.re no longer a• carefree in our middle age aa we are when we are 

young. e are not foot-looae. e can't adventure a• readily. And 

aometimea eome of ue in certain momenta of our life, of our middle age, 

look back longingly on our you th. e hanker for our youth, the freedClll 

which aa oura, the fewer burden• which we h d to carry. But upon 

second thought I doubt whether the middle-~d man would exchange placea 

with the young man. 

You will recall that very lo ely poem of Oliver endell 

Holme• called "'rhe Old an Dreama. n 

"Oh for one hour of youthtul joy! 
Give back f!f¥ twentieth year.•" 

He want• to be twenty again; to w1pe out all the other 

year• and bring you back to where you were at twenty. Ia there a111th1Dg 

that you would like to take alon with you. 

prec ioua wlte. 
/ 

e sa_ya he'll take h11 

,I 

"The man would be a boy again 
And be a huaband too." 

"I' 11 take ~ girl and boJa. 

The an would be a bo1 again 
And be a father tooJ" 

\ 
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iddle age 1a th age of rich experiancea, ripening 

Judgme~t, aocial reoognition. The age when 10u begin to pl!Q' 10ur 

role in the world,- 1our role aa citizen, a.a a member of the comnmnit7. 

In middle age w~ no longer fly from peak to peak a• in 

youth, from one exaltation to another, breathle•• with eagerneaa. Our 

wallc 1• a slower walk but a atead.ier walk. It 1• the age of finer di.., 

criminationa. You are beginning to get your wiadom teeth. You are 
r' 

beginning to diacimina~e between plea.aura on the one hand &hd happine•• on 

the other, - between that which 1• v1•1o~ and that which 1• ideal; 

between the fal•• glitter and the abiding light of life. 

In youth 1ou ~ be intereated in l7ric poetey. In middle 

age 1our intereat beoomea a little more acientific. You are 1ntereate4 

in econom1ca, politica, teclmology, eociologr, i nternational atfaira. 

Your reading 1a 11kely to be of that character. iddle age la when a man 

make• hi• unique and apetcific contribution to societ1. If you have 

~thing in 1ou to give to your coDIII'Wllty, your country, to ~ank1nd, 

ml dle age 1• when you make that contribution to eociet7. 

And then come• old age. 

Shakeapeare, you will recall in hi• tamoua puaage dlvlcle• 

life into 1even atagea: 

"All the world'• a stage 
And all the men and women merely plqere. 
They haYe their exit• and their entrance,, 
And one man in hie time pla,e many part•, 
H1• ac\a being ••T•n ape. At t1r•t the infant, 

ewl1ng and puking ln the nur•e'• arma. 
'!'hen the whining achool-bo1, with hi• aatchel 
And ehinlng morning face, creeping like anall 
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Unwillinglf to •chool. And then the lover 

Sighing lika furnace, with a woeful ballad 
ade to hi• mi■tr•••• eyebrow. Then a aoldier, 

i\111 of • trange oa.th1, and bearded 11ke the pa.rd, 
Jealou ln honor, sudden, and qu.lck 1n quarrel, 
Seeking the bubble reputation 
Even in the cannon•• mouth. And then the justice, 
In fair rou.nd bell7 wlth good capon 11.n I d, 
1th eyes aevere and beard of formal cut, 

Fu.11 of •1•• aawa and modern inatance1; 
And 80 he pl8¥• hi• par,. The aixth a«• •hlfta 
Into the lean and •lipper• d pantaloon. 
1th apectacle• on noae and pouch on eide, 

Hi• youtbt-.il boee, well a&Y 1d, a world too wide 
For hi• shrunk ahanlc1 and hi• big manly voice, 
Turning again toward childiah treble, pipea 
And whiatlea in hie aound. Laat acene of all, 
That end• th1• strange •~tful hiator1, 
I• second childiahn••• and mere oblivion_ 
San• teeth, aana eye a, aane taate, aan1 eYeZ-,lhing. " 

And 7et b1iakeapeare, bimaelt • I au.a ect knew that old 

age 1• not quite aa helple•• and not without it• compenaatlona, aa all 

that. ~ or immediatel1 a.tte:r thia revelry of the cynical 

inmedlatel7 following that, there ente:r1 upon the acene Adam, that old 

••nitor of the plq, who 1• tou.r acore yeara old, happy, hearty, enJoying 

hi• llfe, ••rving the world. &1lakeapean in hi• remarkable drmnatic gifta, 

hia technique, give• the anawer to the thing in the 11Y1ng peraon of th1a 

old man of eighty 7eara. 

Among 0\11' Jewi•h people, more ao than among an, oth :r people 

ln the world, age wu remarkably revered. Our Bible and mo:re par\icular~ 

our Talmud, 1• raplete with reference to the d1gnit7 and nobility ot old 

age. "The Judpen\ of the aged• aa1d one at the rabbia, "1• like old wine.• 

( quot• Heb:rn) "That which old people de•1r• 

1• in reallt7 a con■ truot1GIII and an -gplMllding.• • bet•Nn the propbet and 

the Aged, the aged come• flra\, acco:rcllng to ow rabbia. The prophe, needa 

' 
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a proof tb;lt he l• a prophet; the aged require• no proof Hi• 

numbered. 7ear• point to a wiadom and a ■anctity which are ■utficient. 

o one could become a member of the Sanhedrin, the Governing BodT, 

unle•• he waa an old man, rich in the experience■ of life. 

Our Rabbia alao defined. the life of a man, a■ Sbakeapeare 

did in aeven ■tagea. They defined life in quite a mnoer of atagea. 

t five, they aaid, five year• of age, that 1• the time for the beginning 

of the atudy of the Torah. '!.'en year• 1• for the atud3 of the iahna. 

At thirteen, Bar itzwah, th t•• the beg nni of the fulfillment of 

the conmandment ■• That'• when a young man come• a full-fled«-4 member of 

the conmnmit7, takea upon himself the reaponaibiltty of 

In the Orient men mature earlier than in our part of the world. 

t fifteen it ia time for the 1tudy of the Talmud. llotice that from 

earlle•t 1nfanc1, from the age of five, children are put to atud.7. 

/.t eightNl'l, that 1 • the time for ma.rr7ing. And wi1er b7 far than our 

•1•tem under which we life, when young men are unable to be married 

until they are thirty or thirty-five. It 1• far more natural that young 

people ■hould be married early in life and the' wiae parent would be1tow the 

greate1t bleaaing upon hi• children if he would make lt poaaible for the 

■on to marry earl1 in llte. 

At twent17ear1 it 1• time to begin to aeek a career, to make a livelihood. 

At thirt1 man begin• to enter into hi• full atrength. A.t fort1, one 
J 

• beglna to undera,and a little of life. ((olote Hebrew) 

At fift7, one 1• ab011t read¥ tor counael, for adv1aing other•. 
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At ai&t7, old age begin• to aet in, but not the old age which bnaka 

ne mentally or pb.Je1call.J. t seTent7, the hoary head. t eight, 

one muat enJ07 the apeclal gltt ot atreng,h to reach eight7. At ninet1, 

one begin• to bend under the weight oft e yeara. 

la a• if be were nlread¥ dead. 

tone hundred, one 

And ao up to aeventy or eight7, acoordin to our ab bl 1, 

one could live hi• llfe purpoaetull.71 etfect1Tel7. 

The great poet Br011rning wi••ly made a Jniah Rabbi voice 

thla conception of old age which 1• foreign to tnan¥ another people, in 

hla ma&nlt~oent poem "Rabbi Ben ':ara." Bronw malma thia Rab 1 •&¥: 

"Grow old al()flg with meJ 
The beat 1• 1et to be, 
The last of life, 
or which the firat waa madt: 

our time• are in hie hand 
ho aa1 th. :1 A whole I planned, 

Youth aho•• but halts tru.at God, 
See al 1, nor afraid!" 

Old , m, trlenda, bring• with it a calmne•• ot epirlt, 

a detachment trom the turmoil of llfe, the capacit7 to •H lite perhapa 

tor the firat ti.ml a bit o Jectlvel7, d11paaalonatel7, no loac.r furloual7, 

caught up in the buaineaa of XID pUHUing aabitlou_ ~auing wealth, without 

which 7ou think 11.fe la meaningle••• In old age •• begin lo '" a more 

philoaophlc and calmer Tie• of thinga, a more atolo Tin of thinga. Old 

age baa thia compenaatlon onl.J tor tho•• people who h&Te laid up atone for 

their old ace, who have 1nveate4 dwln« \heir middle age and their youth, 

ao that intellectual dividend• would be their• in old age. '!'he win man 
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ineuna him■elt for hl• old age not onl7 in a monetar7 wq, but in 

an intellectual and eplrltual wa,. 

It ia in old age tha.t •• can enJ07 the friend.a that 

we ms.de when we were yoong. Old age ia the period of enJo;yment for 

old friend.a and old book• and well-rema:nbered muatc. Old age la the 

period of barreating. of enJO71ng the rich harTeet of life. It la 

alao the period of enjo71ng one•• children and grand-children. And 

ble•••d 1• the man or the oman who baa ao reared their children that 

the7 are a comtort unto them 1n thelr old. ge . 

Unfortunate 7 that 1• not the CAN with all old fol.a. 

There are too many inatanoea of what the - ..... ··- t called"Unregarde4 

age 1n cornen thrown," - puahed a.aide, ahit,ed. 

The ideal f81Dll.7, aa ov people concelft4 of it, 1• not 

the one 1n which the old grand,.father or grandmother or the old father 

and mother la ahove4 a.aide in cornar• thrown,- but in a •en•• the re•nntlal 

in the hclne, the center of ripening wlad<n, of counul, the o-J•ot ot 

atten,lon and lov and reapect. The old father become ■ in the real ho•, 

the aymbol of d1gnlt7 and p1et7 and aanctit,. 

In thi• age of apee4 and 1nqu1,1t1veneu and eve17bodJ 80 

terrifical.J.¥ anxioua to inquire, thia age which 1• becoming 10 eztremel.7 

••lfi•h. we are in danger of malcing ace deepicable. In our indu.atrial ••t-

up a man who 1• fort, 1• too old to work and therefor• become• an economic .1 

liabilit7 to hi• famll.J. And when one 'beco •• an economic lla'billt7 be 



• 

- 11 -

becomea an emotional l ia ility aa well. 

h more respect waa pa.id to ge in the olden d.q• 

than it 1• tod~. 

And one of the compenaationa too, of old age, 1• that 

it can face not onl7 life, with equanimity, with calmne••• bu.t even 

death. or the old have aeen life, the complete cycle of it. The7 

have known the epring, aomner, autuun and winter. They ha.Te lived. 

They are r~ to olo•e the book of life "vix1 et quem dederat cur11UJD 

tor tuna - pereJi." "I have 11 ved. whatever cour■e fortune gaTe to me, 

I have puraued. I am without sorrow and without regret.• 

And bleaaed indeed are tho e 

highea, together, man and woman, life!• helpnat I and companiona. Bleaaed 

are they indeed when they are a le to enter the ahadow• together. 

You recall that perfectly magnlficmt poem of Burn•' 

"John nderaon y Jo, John." 

11 fben we were tirat acquen t 
Your locka were like the raven 
Your bonnie brow waa brent: 
But now your brow 1• bald, John 
Your locka are like the snow: 
!u.t bleaainga on your froat7 pow 
John Anderaon f11¥ Jo. 

John deraon, rrq Jo, John 
,/e clamb t l e hill t ogetber 
And mone7 a canty liq, John 

e•ve ha.d wi one anitber: 
ow we mann tother down, John 

But hand in hand we 111 go 
And aleep togither at the toot 
John And.ereon, my Jo. 
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ature la klnd and g1 • to each age of our mortal 

da,a care• or aorrowa; to youth a fenou.r d glow, a 11ft, a 

bu.o7:mc7; to middle~ a eteadtaatne••• keener Judgment•, finer 

diactiminatlone, the privilege of home-building, the privilege of 

pl ing role in the world. the privil ge of experience; to ol 

age, peace, a calmneae au.ch aa th twighlight brin "• to the long 

long da,. 

:ien one la bl••••d and live• the full apan of lite, 

from dawn to duak. when death comes, it ia a.a 1f God came down from 

heaven to kia• one with the eternal aleep. 
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All the world's a stage, 
And all the men a.~d women merely players. 
They have their exits and their entrances, 
And one man in his time plays many parts, 
His acts oeing seven ages. At first the infant, 

ewling and puking in the nurse's arms • 
... hen the whining schoo1-·ooy, wit his satchel 
And shining morning face, creeping like snail 
Unwillingly to school. And then the lover, 
Sighing like •furnace, with a woef 1 ballad 
!.1ade to his mistress I eyet>row. Then a soldier, 
]'ull of strange o ths, and bearded like the pard, 
Jealous in honour, sudden, and quick in quarrel, 
Seeking the bubble reputation 
Even in the cannon's mouth. And then the justice, 
In fair round belly with good capon lin 1d, 
ith eyes severe and beard of formal cut, 

Full of wise sa\'is a.."'lc'i rno~ insta.."'lces; 
A.~d so he plays his u rt. The sixth age shifts 
Into the lean and slipper'd pa.ntaloon, 
ith spectacles on nose and pouch on side, 

His youthful hose, well sav 1 d, orl too wide 
For his shrunk shank; and his big manly voice, 
Turning again toward childish treble, pipes 
And whistles i~ his soun. Last scene of all, 
That ends this strange eventful history, 
Is second childishness and ere oblivion, 
~ans teeth, sans eyes, sans taste, sans everything. 
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Grow old along with mel 
The best is yet to be, 
The la.~t of 1 ife, ·or which the first was made: 
Our times are in his hand 
fuo saith, 11 A hole I planned, 
Youth shows but half; trust God, see all, nor 
be af'raid1 11 
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