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II ~ 1 YLOCh. 

BY 

HILLEL SILVER 
. 25th,1931 

Luo :ig L v i so· :1 has .r • t te. an L riguin.~ equence 

to .:>na.kes~e re 1 s 11 . .. er~h<"nt o·· •. ice. 11 rrihe ook is -;al1ed 11 Tie 

Last Da.,: s o:f ;:)::)Yloc:-. 11 

.:r . Lewi or1.11 ta,r .... s up the tit or o ::ir1" lo 'L w'here 

.:>h .. espeare leaves it of! . 

" ama of ~hylock e:1d ith is sli:1king fr m the Venitian court a 

beaten a.~d h ili ted .an, despoile of i •eal h, ro e· of his 

da: g' ter, even c1e ted o t of i reven~e, compelled to o as 

renegade to ' i own t ~ i th. 

-h Je i h ~1t· or oi the _,e~ ieth cent r, tollo· s 

~1,1ock when ~e le ves the co rt roo, follo\s hi. to norrie , _:,oes 

into his leedin ear t it nere, is r i . hi du.r in ;;,) : is leepless 

nigl t whe:1 he osses oo t on ni s coJ.ch • it in..: ·or t: e bre of da n 

\,•hen he will oe s JrnT.o::ie d to f:O to the c· ..irch nd uomit to the e:1.forced 

apt ism, sees 11 the n or m t:1 t passes throu::.h s: lol;~ 's i:id, 

+· is vhol life f'ror:1 cnil h od to t .is d . is with him d-..ir in his 0.1. I 

apti s., folloi s 1im t ~ ou00' 0 
t 1e tur llent ears, t~rb lle t sce:1es 

in 1nan la.n ears of f i:. e a~ d . o..,le ef:tort, • :1.d sta:1ci.s at 

l • st b • his eat 1 ed \' l ~- ::r lol.!' in the oo so o.:.' • is re-united 

ily is t ered in to his • t ers. 
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Because L'.1d\ ig Lewiso .. m places the r na 01 ~h lock 

in the ~ixteent· e. t.iry ano. link ~h ·locK :o .i h an' o the 

gr ~t events i. Jev:sh lite ·uring t:e tiixtee~th e?. Ar:, it mi 0 t 

erhaps ot e a~ iss t o recall to .. •our re L • S01!.C 0 the ou st:2 .. din 

eve::-its of t hat cel1turJ so t ~t : r ni gh the bett r follor Shrlo~k 
" 

__ e Sixtee!'l.th Ce!1tury w s a glamorous o.e or he pe o l e s 

of ~tl.rope an d a tun ltuous one . oliticall it. rest e asce.da.~cy 

1 ... ire i .!.urope . ro :i 1---53 • e. t :1e Turl-s capt red 

;onsta:1.tinople to 15 ? °" en th -Llr- s o. er d H ngary , _ rkish in-

tluence • .1d. power , s o: the steady increase in .11' rope. IL is the e 

of .~on r1 .ed , r1e 0!1q_ eror nd • 1 r r. ·ri , the m _:-1 i .... ·cent. The _ rks : d 

...,ome into oo session o nearl: the , hole of he Bal' ~ns , the • 1ole of 

rica. ? ror.i to overe ty o the 

ul tan '>',as ac· m··led ed. 

Tne TurKs ere !lot only t e gre est lana. ouer in uurope 

bu the· .. ere a por erf, 1 , ea :t'orce, tak:ing awa:y t i e s pre c · of the ., 

n v!'ll o ,er o .. : Ve'!'lice , t: e ·reatest Chr' tian sea po ver of t· e ~L teen th 

ve.1tur • 

In oth r wor s t1e Turks .ere m re: in at the head of 

rope n pov:er in the iixtee?:tr1 Century :1 vhristi nity too in ve 

of the _m-kisll po ier. 

, \7i tnessed the 
" 

irt 1 of 



tne Protest3,11t Reformatio: . T'i:1e heart o:f Christondom v,as cleft 

in twain a..rtd war ensued. Lut"i1er challenged the si::pre.11acy o the 

Papalcy ana. Ger .rnn princes challe!1ged t e suprei. a.cy of tb.e Rm::ia'l"l 

impire . It Yas a century when new people \:ere oei!L's oorn; when new 

sects of religious denomination C'.:U:!e into existe:ice, so:11e very bizarre, 

some heavily loa.ded vd t ;apocalyptic -:nillenary 1 i10 ght sp ra.>1g up 

ul tu.rally, the 8ixteenth Gentury mar ::s a climax of the 

begi!1::1in,t:; of the decline of the Renaissa. ce. 

_.he Sixteenth e:itury is t e a ·e of ·,; ic aela!1gelo , Da . ince 

,aphael, Shakespeare, opernicus; a m:::. rvelous, or antic century; one of 

tur::noil, full of 1mrest ,; a ce tury of t l1e discover:,' of the -.v~ stern 

he~isphere, the discovery b ~olunbus, the epoch- ma-~ing voyage o men 

like Balboa, De;,;,ota; the onquest of !~exico oy 0ortez . 

You see, t e niuro:pean people havin ·; oeen driven fro!ll the 

roots of the iast b~ increased Turkish power. were forced westwaru to 

seek their o· ie.tal roots in China an~ India. 

Set if yo can. in your imaginatio_, the Jewish history 

o •• t hat period. The ~ixteent' Cent rJ for -=..uropean Israel was one of 

high lights and deep cllan· els ; likewise of 6reat confusion , unrest and 

tragedy ; and yet with it all, of great romance. Some of our Jewish 

history in the ~ix.tee.1th Centur y is also on tl1e thresbolc. of great be-

giYL:ine;s. 

Eight years before the begin.ing of the Sixteenth Centnry 
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Jews .ere exiled frora ~pai .. Two , ears before t.e 

beginning of that century, Jews \ere exiled from ortugal. n these 

t 'IO exiles consti•t ted t. e greatest sL .. gle tr gedy in Israel since 

ti1e fall of Jerusalem. 

The greatest center o Jewish lie since the destr ction 

oft' e Pal~stinian center - ~pain - where Israel had lived or ~lmost 

• o '.lSa'1.d • cars in prosperity, in af:luence, and 'vLiere Israel 1 ad 

prod, ced ~ ~re::t c.1l.t1J.I'e, - th t center we.s co :rn l e tely '.ll)rooted over 

l§X ni::;::1t '?nd some L ree or fo· r hundred t' ous"n Jews, ·:.nose ncestors 

- 1 • d • S • f' t' ~ n~d 1ve 1n p . _or a . o s ~u ears, were o . is ,1ed. A..'1d t hrOf.1 -- nout 

ne earlier p rt of the ~ixtee .. th C ::1 t 1 r,.7 t.1ese exiles , oved all over 

the ace of J.rope seekin::, refusre for them elves a.1d their children. 

-he tor'-,ures to whi h t l ese ex· les were su· it ed co. ti tutes one of 

the saddest and. most traeic chap ers in Je v • Si ' is tor . •• went to 

J ort ern ~rica, so e ent to ·~ pt, to - re·, to alest·n~, to Venice 

the sc e .. e o... t . 11 .. ere! a· of Venice . " 

-h\Jse exiles, n turally er s, .. ed fl . ct. roken in sp irit, t heir 

e otional li ~e suornerged, ~~eir i t ellect~l life ros rate, were aevo ed 

to strrugemystic t/1ou.,:ht, _' ao al stic tno .c-1 t. _1e 1 ref rred to -·ell 

in • e secltJ.ded cell o:.c' ystici m. Th \Vere tiently avrai tL t e c "!l ing 

of t :.e .. {ess ian. 
m 

:erever these exiles ca~e t.ey estavlished ce~ter s of 

mystic tho, C'ht. -hey did t , t L Italy n ar ic larly i~ S· ed i~ 

al st i::ie . n ~ :fed in t e ~L:tee. th Ce. tl.l.r • c .. e t he c itol of 
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ed. to t : .at l.!cr. t · r .d. to 

t ~ c i tJ of • ed. 

'-h se exiles •,er e ·a.it ine fo r tne . ssi •. to r s ore tnem 

t -:: 1 :id. of pe ·ice a ct. to t : e 3.p) ·::ess rihi.; h • ci e ·c ped tne.n . l'.:!. 

ssia.hs soo!l ,. ppeared. Ir.. t , e six tee _ t ' 0 n t'..lry ,.re h ve t r e o • t· e 

most intri~ it_ , . ost za s·inati . g s eu o- me o i cl.s i~ Jexi~h his tro: , -

sne L m., l i:1 w.o ap)e re d in t=. ice i!l 1JO2 , Javi • .e beni il.1 J made is 

i:i I tal.,r i:i 1 2 :. 0 , as rec i ved • v ... he ope a.1 u • t e 

.... nperor . qrlt- s V, v/10 ucceedec. • n ¥ r a tie ·t 1 "St , 

t e ope ~~d t e E eror o h' s ~ssi ni • io . . ' ~ d t rn, • d t 1..'.;. 1 .e .!ll.r , t 

beautiful ecst tic so 1 , :::> olomon oL o , \ .no ie ~ , s a .• r r, 1.P.1.rned a t 

n.e st '..e . 

eep t 1is in ~i~d ryne? we talk aoou 1 last ,.,.,, • of' 

::i, vl oc .:. .. or -:i1\,lo ~1 s 1· e i~ the·-~- ~s of L"'.1 wi Lt:-\ . Lo.:i is li. ed 

!.l.p ·it., t a lives of .o :eo n eu ._;1 • • 

.. he Jews \ ... o ere riven f r om ,ester~ !.IT • e ... o n :;. h~ ven 

o re ge in 

land o:t' 

··ke,: . _le ~ .... lt· . eh;omed. u!1 exiled Je1 . 1. r-e 7 s a 

It ne ede t 1e JeHi merc'1a. t , t ' e Je • s tr es. I t" .e 

T • • • t ..,e .1.s .... 1n erpreuer. o e:ore lon - t e evrn i. ... r::: isn i p i r e 

rose to o~i ions of cii . it comp a le to p osi io!ls v:hi ·h t e.,r . ld in 

~ i in their ost olde. eriod i!l nai!l . o e 01 !le .. e_ ors 

0 t V'zi rs , ot r i!lu r reters 

n or o the var i . cHplom~t • • corp s L 

,o. ta .. ti:1opl e . .em 
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e a.. e e··tre: ely 

nd t e .. ::,st ... 

alt y n rri o x inter. tio~ ~ .,ra e . 

eH.., rrnle o _ ews L. .1 n ·.e 

~ ixtee. t. ao r se to o 'tion of i ort . ce ' l •• :n ·e 

a si . 

I .il tell o ~e. tr~ ot i, r "J. • ig 

.1 l" st • r is o 

_pe .. e ·n t·e 

:Si . tee: tn ce. t 

e .. a s si family ·,as a v r y e .Lent f aroily in ::>pain or 

centuries. n 1 92 tna.t I ogether • • t t'ree h dr a. thous nd 

o 11ner Je, s \,as e iled fro. ::, a· r- a! crosse :n o ortugal . ere 

y , i 

cce 11e 0 t' e "'Vo .ed • .. e 

ra tici .. g Jew . o : er .ores "·.e .. ~oine • t: e ~re t :1o r e of 

·orr. no . 

...h ;a • ! .il •i os r Cl in ..,. ... - e., 

e mere· nts L. recio s 0. '. d l' t r o .. t i • ed 

raI. es i '!l all p ..... i. n ·er n J. I,, . . 
-razi 

0 ':I i l •r ie L ~is on , . 
. i ii rt al .t..r l n er . 

. 
er rL law , ·( .os . r r e~e e 

t: e . ... n o· or al - , ·n er C!Q:n on 

Jo 0 . i ez . settled n t 1erp. _h 
&i 

.oved l t e \! ir 1 

0 . o oi 1 i y. In ~• C ice , i i t ' . ~eal t . e r -, - . s, ... l ( . ... J. L .. ce 

s 



s _ i.c ~ ted t e 

w - I-

1:<_;_t • r1e. ·_ v: ver, : . r r 

nd of t· e • ea1 1t; ii l _ e.:n L mr.; age 1 or o:-l.e 

n .rJ 

her .o le 

f-::.vor i tes n ~ Re.>. a a .. d her mottier oot· ref J. ed, the i -r~ h 0.1. ·1 ro ral 

f-::.•n • lJ turned • o-ai. st the Jassi f ::iily . 

_ne :f1.. iJ..y oegan to o • har- s ed. ~.ors egan to s_re d 

tLr_t t:.e we re . ecretly Jews, n the. t c.;rime •• s pu.,i a 1 

_ _ e.i."' ... -, i lJ, i:: e.r, :t'leafrom '1twerp n went,. sttoL~o::isin .. n'-!'lce 

n enice he f·.., il~ was - .. eno1 nc ed to tne ~uthoriti s .d 

ra ·ious oul 

i gh e. ou .. 1, • s t ! rorm into prison, ~er r .... r • conr is~ ted . a. the 

me~· ers of t'1e f ily •ere forced to lee .:! errarFt. ere L, •, ere t 1e 

turn in their fort'.L.~es oega.'1 . 

- led •·o t .e :.: il ' frie. cs in Co. st . tinoule . I-he c .i y ,·, ci 

rests t ... ro-:lri:'10 e . Tr y 

rere tre~endouslT i.fl e ti 1. '', ,,es H ..,.,o.,.., ~ • c ••4 o. t o .f J-< sic i . of the 

~ultan _,ha it wo~l e to th lr gre~t adv,nta ·e vO h~ ,e t · e influe~ce of 

nis -reat c ily on t. s iue of' t e -·~ ~isn -mpire nd t .at it ·mu.ld e 

helpf 1 to t ·e .!. ·~·si.. iie if t'e :t? ... ily \',oul settle in T-r e' . 

n e vo~, vas ·ispatc~ed to enil.Je e .a .... u.·ng e r le"' se 

of o ..... r zi n res itution o her ro ert ..e ~~a er e~tire 
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frunily " O a. to lio.1sta"1tinople where they t ew off their ... t .. olic • 

cisgiise nd res .ed their Jewis: lie no Joo . iguez ecomes 

Josepn .:assi. 

'.:.hey rise to great in luence, t r ese -assis , L - ~..l.I'· ►ey . 

e bec;omes t e most trusted advisor ot the ~, 1 tan. C.1ristian emb sa-

ore in Consta.:-.. ti!lo_ le m'.lst fi rst in the e r 

efore t:1ey c.!1 get to the ~bltan. Jo ·eph : assi is ade D e o!' 

~Ta.xo s nd Pr in-.. e of t .e • ao.es. ~nc.l he roceeds quite ·elioer tel, 

t o pay ri:s i:::16.eotedness to tne countries i icl iiad he.rassed his fa:. il 

v.'hile hi.s '1ronert - ... n.d tne ro ert of Do n . Grazia as be i ng co:1.f iscated. 

. o., oseph_ .·assi, _ ractic 1 dictator o • T key has the 

i rench ships siezed in the har ors o on ta ... t·nople, to the q..ou..vit of 

t.e money h ich Henry III d taken f rom hiti ami ly an settled his accou..~t 

.rith Eenr III. His fai il na been driven ·rom er_ the -..•holy 

emp ire, o ~pain. In ot e r •or ds Jo eph .iasii proceeds to encourage 

t he ~ult-~ to ore~- di p lomatic rel tions witl Veni~e. hich w s one. 

Alon ~ i th nis ninlom tic li:fe lTosenh : r,ssi evoted . :ich 

01 his t i -:ne nd. ,.. gre~ t deal of his weal th to helping h i s un ort• n· t e 

ret .. ren . :-l'e •• s m .... ~h 01 t he type o • , • t: "tl ~t ra s or o is . rs 11. 

e looked after r,he -ewis11 immi • r nts .ho ere ominO' ram 11 n rts of 

the orld. .e built hosni .ls !ld schools tor them, ~ lways u.ide d b, 

the be utiful so~l of Don a Gr az ia, hose beaut if 1 a.. 1ter, Be 'na , o 

the wa , ne . rri e s. 

I ,. not tell'ng yo1J. ro a.vice now . I am telling you nist>ory , 



cna ter of Je11 isil histor y ~ hie.a is . )r ctically unkno to l..10 t 

e s . .e are prone to thi. ~ ot tl e Jew in t ·1e _ia. le t;e!'lturies s 

\/€ rintr a ello.·: o~ e, livin. i:i dirt f i 1 t: 

.--ie t ios . _her •;ere ot .. er Jews in Le ,. . 
.. 1 dle a-es • 

stl, t his Josenh 0 er issioJ ... rom t ' e 

~ul an t.o rebuild the city of Tiuerius d seve~ choi~e cities in 

. ales tine as 2 no:1eland for t.he \·:andering a:.'ld unh ppy Drot11ers of 

:1i :rrom all ~.r ts o the r,orld. '!his -:'"'.s a ·L tee!1t· vent~y 

Zionistic effort . n Joseph l assi act c.. ll procee .ed , ith tne re-

o~ilding 01· Tiberius . He estaolis: ed silk 

nd ith the colonizing 

:m1bers in Tiuerius , L uwig Lewison ,...g~in 

.... . 
l, ionistic ef' rt o 

p rts of Palestine t le st , 'Sa ho. 1 

" ller cco'Lu t o 

0 

ri s h re . 

o Jews ·n 1 rge 

-:,'! loc : i:i 11 s 

assi, to reb~ila. 

his p ople. 

er ln Jewish )'stor yo 

. ill fin· in h~t lovel oook \' h:·£ .1 s ut recently een p llshed 

t e Jev isn :.1 lication ~ociety in its series on Jewisa Co rrnmities. 

- :1 book is aevoted to the ghetto, Hrltten o.; vecll Roth. 

et 

·aylo~k. II ackgr Jund ◊- fat; ts in the 'ixteent11 Cen tur;,• , 

L~c.n i. e i o· n p ...... i: ts •. Jloc'r in • is declinin;::: y ars . .!.he ole 

t pestr of t e ~ixteent 1 ent-.ir is nrolled before your e.,'es . 

h/lock is lL ed u w. t 11 the moYaue.ts of 1 t century ; ,ith the 

. es i nic !l ve 1t • e of eubeni a:i • .~or o, ,. i th , e _:)·.1 e of Jo- eph 

.. ssi , . • th t. e re ui di. ~ o:f _ i eri s • , i tn th or es or • +· . s ... or ne .. 

0.1..P er sec t e • 1 t • t • t sr e n ie 2. .i. a e o... e ... rr.i ,.o • loc· i 
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i e. t itied as i f he ere srmool o ... the r l!e, it1 all t :1ese 

i tcric o emen so Je,is h loc' t .en be~ e t e 

s , Je: sees .i., not s a 

a , i m !:\t tn!)t ti e, t · 10~ h !:\ veil of b i _ot rJ, i (n or .... ce, Sll. ici n 

d h te , ::,~ loc,. t11e us rer, lood- t ircty, seekin_ his pollnd of 

lesh i!'l revenge for ·rt s hurled t im by Christi ns . 

Llld~ i g Lei ohn tries to point out the ex ern 1 

... or~e •.,hi\,;· ol ed 1.,he Je o • t e i. teen th Century, • ni ·h r a e 

t. ';.. Je t times so re ent ul of hi 'u-i •ian ersec .1to-r. _n 

~nole ooo .. i o ime t r of t n ~naKespeare: 

;:,al ri. o 

ciff lock 

if . 
- ' e fo rfeit t ou 
il t t t ~1esh . t 1 s t - t 

@.O OG. or? 
_o ai t fis· l tn 1 . I f' i will feed 
noting else, it ill .ee m r ve.ge . 
He llat cli graced me , a:id nind red e 
half mil l ion; 1 ug 1 u ~t my o sea, 
. ocK1 a. t . . : a:. s, car. e t • on, 
th~arted my b~ g i~s, \,;ooled . .r riends, 
heated mine e .... e ies; a. ci w ... t 1 • iis reaso. 1 
I a Je, . th !lot a Je eye s? at. not 
a Je\7 nds, organs , lme. s • o. s, sen es, 
affections , J s ions; ed 1th the s e iOOd, 
hllrt wit 1 t e sa.: e w a: ons, bjec t to t he 
sa~e diseoses, :ealed by t he e mea. s, 
·ar ed. n 1,;ooled o t he s , 1·nter and 
~ jer, s a C r·sti n ·s? If you pric s, 

,:e not eed? If o ti ·kle s, o e 
.1ot 1 ..1 h? f 01.1 oi on us, a.o n t die? 

i • ou s, s 11 ;e not eve.. e '? 
L. ue e 1 e ou i. 1·est, 'e •· 11 re-

ro in t. at . If Jev, r an.tr a 
isti .. , ·h is h i ~ ility? •. e en e. 
nr i st ia.'1 ,1r n 
... er!:\nce e uy 

reve. ge . e vill i 0 t 
e e~ te, !ld it s· r d ut I i ill etter 
t e i.1 tr ct·o . . II 
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L die Lewisohn tells us someth·n 0 a out S lo k 1s 

earlier life v ic.;'1 ;:,hakes are oes not . dot w e. la L his 

_ather 1 nuse, he us corpelled to ;itness with h ·s o,n e es a .orde 

ot • u..-1' en mar a,ders re~- i~to is born, oe.t )O~ 1st nd ·estr tion. 

h~. out a lad e nd is enti re f~ il '1 11 t he Jews of V .ii l!e 

ere compelled to le ve the ci y nd move in o :ilt , segreg ted, 

unhe 1th.: hettos a.:.1d ompel l ed t ereafter to ear ,, llow ~t 
' 

in or their degr~·ation. ~h~t ; s or and pon the soul of .,: ylo1,.; ':e. 

hen s 1'1d, if h ve .. tu.red fort'h oe ond t e ,:alls of th ghetto he 

s tt c1 ed o~ roups of Christian 1 •••. o ~ · t a~a. kic 'ed him 

Je a. -:ore a 

so. at·er • s· pvsli;in , ssom-:-.yJe.s,;ere 

v in tre".') "e a i'iristi n, : _ vin been s~ on d to 

i , as a.eno.m ed to t· urc· ec'?. ... e t· e 

of he hurc· or .d Je to tre t lu isti n . . d here aft er : i~ 

·a 1 r ,a not welco ed int~~ hom~s •her e ·or . e:?·l \ el ome nu 

t .-.;r .tied bro en .earted m • 

. 
s young m itnessed on t i!l.ZZa, e :.o 1 , oo s 

OI his ce, he Tal ic 000 .s, hic·1 - d oeen C ~ ioeated t· .e order r y 

0 t e c 1urc;h, burned u lie 1., . A..--id s a cli ax of l 11, , 0 • ...... a. een 

1,.;0mpelled to itness t e b ning t the st re of twent - our Je 1· sh 

ID"'rt rs. r.r I had the timt; voul rea to OU t·1 t rfectl remar ~ le 

C a ter in t 18 00 1i th . t , is a .. "1 hi ric event. ' 
. t 
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·- e ur.!in.:; of t ese twe. t - four mart.,rrs o l1con , 

ti:1 se i mpressions o childhood. a..Yl' man!1ooa. .. eered t1 e soul of -,h· o ·k. 

ie never ·orgot then :id his only clef e.1ce :,;a· :1st 'hi nos tile ·,orld 

lay i:i tl1e :?ower , ?lich mo11ey <.:ould give. _.nat was t: e sole p rotect· on 

.. :.ic t 1e Jew in t 1e .. icltile ges had. is only ar; - Ag inst the worl 
• 

,as gold. It was t· e only t ing w11il;h the Jew had to emplo i:1 the 

. !i dle ges to keep h • alive. A.-rid. n.· lo~... eter~ L ed to 

he 1.1oney he -.::ould gat. er to Jrotect 11imself . 

Lu vig Lewi ohn takes up • ylo·K1 s or ·,' ere 

leaves it off . • e fol loris ·nylo •• in o e h ·ch of Sa..'1 

as all 

rco and 

\-s.tc 1es h i m 5o t : ough tne cere ony of -,ptism. :!lat c'1 pter in t· e 

ooo"k is su.p rol~r -.tescri oed , cl~ssi~ oi tr g ic iron . Here i this 

• ithful pio1.1s Jew co .... elled., seemi~1gly .,s 'h:i.Kes:peare 01.11 1a.ve it , 

to give the ; • t· in w· ic· he a.u een reared .; : is i' at· .era n 

accept t'e cw fa'th. nd as t e riest pro 01..1-'1.~es t.e 

whid1 .. ·ms i a Christin, ~:'l.,rloc~ oeats 1is rea.st a."ld s ys Chatanu 

"We n ve sinned11 and his lips utter t e old Heorew ra.: ers of i r-::.ce . 

_ r o. t : e c c:;.1 $ loc oes ~Ge to tn Synagogue n 

t' e _het ... o. 3· t e Ca? =i t re . L1 in v:1e ~ 3 o.:~e . _11e Je s 10- 1 

not - ave 1i &'1 c ertai:-il it ·,, s erous or~- to ra. in in Venice , 

a co ver ed hristi n ~,1 a J.; r c ici?ig Jew . 

... or years h lock h d. oee::1 .1e age:-1t of the .. assi fa!' il 

in enice nc ne eternines to o ~o on ta.¥1 inople toe .... er t e u i ess 

of 1is atronthere n resume li:t e if ,1e could, in the ne v;orld. 
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n ne settles in onst~tinoule ~dis iell 

receive - oy t: cl ,..assi i . ily a :10 avotes . i1. elf -·or o 1e 

ily ana. uB c:.~rit 1 i,or- . 

e received t' e i . igrant, tries to 1.L 1 t eir mu.--ids ~ ;.c. to restore 

• eir <.;Olir e -::ind all t}1e ime .... aroori:1.cr t i.e lrn.rt ,, iC! time can ...., 

not neal, - the hurt of Jes ica, h i . a,ig ter. 

Jose: h J.-assi sends .:,h· lock to ': i erius to S!.lpervi e 

e .or' of .. he -:ipouil in · o t 1,;;; hor:1elanci . d in t' is cin ter of 

... i ~ri ll.S, Ludt· ig .rites in 1.,he entire RL,.1. tion o modern 

Zio.1i sm; tne rio • s :·li ""ll it eYperiences i 1 1929- .30, 

Pn ot· er rejudices, sit were, into the ""ilding of .!.ioerius . 

. e br i..ngs S, yloc c1 
'"' d e s h i. to co. q_:ier 1.:: rus . 

nd t: ere one da~' ~: Jlo ~ ... ,:. : ears thf t there is JreeK sain int e 

fe J r-, is:. ref ees ,i1 

mone . .!.he ~n·p ster " .. eate. to e. t·1e i. to sl very. 11 1 ote .~ rew) 

11 R •. 1 ption o c; tives"is o. e of the reatest mitzv n .... 

: • loc~ res~ues t . em • . c ... ys t' e \.; ss e. 

.. rem tne n0ld of t: e snip vO .. .., sle!1 er r101 n , 

ressi.1 ·o 11er o om y an t o smal ... c il -ren re cl i..1.gi. g to _ er . 

sher 100d is lifted O bi hJlock o r1old.s Jess· c . :nd "' 1ere i a 

c esperate trougle beti' een the vouna.ed heart of ~n ·loc .. , the !'at er vho 

1 d e ... etra· ed, <) •• d een • m. il i ted - 'i1i ... o ·::n a -hter, the 

... at .. r o ha ae. s .. a d p~· 1icly o his on ~hila, t .. e f er ~no 

loveu t is l;- ild. r I c: he· .: r n· s ..1 t: e nd. ~- .,rlock t, .. es 

J ss ic o c' re reco. l,; • ... ed . 
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;-:,he tel ls h L t r1~ ~: ... ole tory o er life , -·th .JQre_ zo . 

xpl i s first s i e fled. r m t h ollse of : er f ather . 

motherless house. - h~ bou ~e 

there ~ • 1e h loc'< ·;as a,; y on the .ealto . n ~ her yo t~ craved 

joy. '!'here '3. ong the e. tiles ·n • e:-1ice 1 s· e sa t :!.e -a.'--'- t c1 ru d 

errment of life. Bhe .: s attra,cted to it. 

'!1he:1 c '!le Lore: .. z o ·,10 1 a cie lo·,e to her . .She -,as in 

love li h l im. :1 she proceecis to tell t.1e stor., o:.: in t h e .... ed 

ar terward. Lort:!_ zo i d love : er o-J.t he was so t . oughtless a~d in 

ite of _1 i lo . e :or' er, ! requentl ·10ul<i l eccve ' er, fre 1......e .• tlJ ,. ould 

-~en e. l y ~e would c 11 ~er J e...-, ·e. ch =id s e ' ... 

of nis c' .ildren s Jew era.ts . d some: o ~esnect - ·~h she h d 

een taught in er f at·1er I n u~e , t.ae re pe t 0 .1.· t he Jev, to t he Je • ish 

ife ·1d .. oth.,.·r , ' ' '° s no to ... :to n in the ire le in ( • c: she ; as 

... ovL g . Their fortJ.nes decli:ied, they oeca::?e vaYJ.a.erers fror.. cit~ to city. 

Lore zo ·as cavalier. Ee woul ~10 t •. :or:( n r.i · .. ..., revisions for is 

fa"Ylily . ~ ·:--iall '1e got into brawl ~ it· s me o is r 

o tlee . Jessi aw s 1 ft ut t erl alone . 

.::>.1e g? t o see'- her a her . • ~ .1t her f t. er ; s . m • 1ere 

o e foun . he .i.. • n 11, h a.rd rurnors t · t her . t her , s .:.n t' e service 

01 Josep 1 :, ssi , th1:: ne h N :.10 mo ey u., she 

ers"-4aded • e Jree:rs o t • e her ~pon he sh i \ i ;h i g' ~"t "alee .er t'.l 

her ther • thus real!_.ed tne Isle of y r s . 
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~11loc~ ·axes t· e tlree children to is le~ t a..~d 

PS t' e. re. ar .. ed after t:'leir c irC"J.."!lC is i.on, as A rafl • Isaac a!'ld 

Jacob. $e!1 s the o Je ish school a. • 1a.ct s Tal !:l ,.:iic schol s 

of t .em. !1- he spe. s t11e ,.,st fer, e rs o 1is life i p ce 

:1d tr3:.'10Ui 1 it· 
~ ' spe.~ ing lo:1 da' i!l tl e h se of tu ·onversi. g 

the 
V itD :.is r !1S L /evening; cq_lled now and tlen be ore t. e face -
of his rn ster, ose J ss i , 8!lylock 1 i. ved. o.-i tor sun y • rs . 

_or not too :1a.n .. -, it see i.ed to Je si [l late 

sn red t e unti:rr1ely c.eath of the Duk ; he I s • ~re he .ult a. 

the er elty of t he years o :1e reign o 10 conf l cqted ne ~ y 

all t' e ·orV nes of t' e -assis a.-ric. left t e ..1· scarce 

s~ st3!1Ce e.ou •h to feed fe¥ poor at her t le. Jessica grieved 

hf't her fathe r :1..,d not l i ved to see one thing : t.1e retur!l o: . branam 

i , lost desp i te nis e:1der e rs , a sage - light 

of srael , ~ o .1orter of is peo:1lt: in t eir exile . -t t as -:iot lo. G 

efore tne .,'OU. h I~ a.epartu.r e : or t e ast th t ::>rvlock nad ec .,me too 

feeble to -::,O ··rom his 'i10· ~e to t·1e house of st <i. side t e str ~its . It 

had. een t 1e ti . o t. e 1 ond lossorns 11.a. o!l t .., ;:,eder !li:r, t o !lat 

1s assover he ad still spoken ~n· softl ha. ted t e ritual . But 

~urin~ the daJS t ·-it follo • ed t'he stronv ln e o is li ·e fl i c'cered a~d 

, .. s gr a.u~ll extinguisr1ed. t t 1e 7Yl of mil: d0 y , his w.ite he 

:?inst nis d Q hter 1s oo om , i b_ ... n s tretched o t toward is gra. dsons , 

e ~ d -ive:1 Q hi no ndisaQieted soul , s some s~ , to~ n den or , 

s others er, t :i eternal sleep . 
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I reco ne d this oo· to you. 

rea.t book, I rat er t"1L • 1,;· t Lu.d, l g • e iso' is over-o.oi. 0 t· e 

theme o::· anti-semi tis in i. is boo· b. H .... o n o 1 is "lo 

-nd th refore 'is i.d is~ n tantl hoveri.g n tl ·s 

er ·reinatio .. . 11 o is • ooks in rece!lt e rs ·.ave • el l 

et at rest 

o:1: dis-

:non ti 

ub·ect ~ "Bek 0 1 .. r el,'' 11 . ·.1· ric· "" el 11 "U st e 11 11 
• I 1 • ~ ... n , p... r am, -Jle • n -

11 ~!1 ~ ·o: h is "The Last D .... of ;:,11 lo~k. 11 

_o me thi is . ·n ict'ltio~ t ~t '.:~ oul is 1ot t re. t. 

lesJ~e • t ·tu e o life . 

ne ce re 11., , in the rt of '. is p ople, .e ··ill overleap_ tnis nro lem 
• 

of nti-semitis :id :. rejudice ,.d h· tred in orl •. to the Je nd he ,ill 

evote hi.self, I j sure, 0 4 e I., ositive V llle 0 e fou.-rid in Je ii h life, 

Je,is: ... oug· t a Je is .. :elig·on. 

,0 great cl ssic OI our people ".>$ 0 0 :ith ti- sa itis:n. 

-·h .: Je\ c...ccepted t. t as ... act in ife ~d ·us ted • • i sel .r.- to it a. n let 

it go t t .at . di· not fret oout :t . Ee di .o m th· t t.e ig 

co llo·ssal • in in i e . . t·. r e too n t ~s ur·vin i m lse o 

Jewish 1 ~ of livin 

Tae bo • i char ingl ·ritte. int t style of i 11 L :ig 

Le1ison."1 is re~ l master . I gives o~ ull p ict re o: t. li.e of 

the ~i tee t' centur . 

• 
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