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Oil AMIRIC.l RAS LOST SINCE THE Wil 

BY 

BilBI ABBA. HILLEL SILVER 
A.T THE TIMPLK 

&JNDAY, FEBRUARY 1st, 1931 

In diecuasing the subject, my friends, "What America 

Has Lost Since the War" I should like to remind you of a truism that 

is often overlooked; that there are no sharp landmarks in history. 

One can not sa, on what day of the tnonth the Industrial 

Revolution began or feudalism ended, or the Reniaaa.nce was ushered in. 

And I am sure that the people living at the time when theee movements 

silently began were quite unaware of them and of the possible conse­

quence that they may have upon their own livea and upon the lives of 

posterity. 

It ia only much later, when mankind ha.a bad the advantage 

of looking back over a considerable stretch of time, that it ia able to 

say, at this point croea-roa.da were reached, at that point the march of 

hwnan progreas took a •harp turn in this direction or in that direction. 

But I believe that we are already auf'ficiently far removed 

from the ~s of 1914 and 1917 to warrant in taking a backward look and 

to conclude, on the baais of what we alread.}r aee back of us, that the 

orld War, in all likelihood, did mark a very definite turning point in 

the history of our own people and perhaps of mankind. 
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The upheaval waa ao vast and eo cataclyemic that it was 

not only tremendo~ in extension but tremendous also in penetration,­

perpend.icular. reaching down into the very department of our national 

life, into our economic and social life, into our government, religion, 

art, acience, morale - nothing eacaped the winnowing of thia tremendoua 

event in the history of the world. 

t~ 
And many of ua may be entirely unaware of it, but the 

thoughtful few, I am sure, have already realized that for weal or woe, for 

better or for worse, the last war has catapulted us into a new and be­

wildering world, and that we tod.83 are in a sense the children of two 

world1, and therefore apiritually homeleea . 
. r 

We have been f.aehioned from a world which baa ceaaed to 
M 

exist and we have not yet been naturalized citizens of the world which 

ia coming to pa.as. This new world, ushered in by the war, ha.a not bad time 

to create, its own culture, ite own cod.et, ite own mores, and therefore it 

ha.a not bad time ae yet to give us thoee ,uataining influences which we 

need in our livea. And therefore this ia an age of transition. And 

therefore this ia alao a sad age. 

The promiaea of the new world have not yet come to paaa 

but we have alread3 lost aome of the compensations of the old world and 

it is of eome of these loesee that I want to speak thie N'1t:t:Dl!8 

I think one of the firat thing■ that we loat.,;:. our { 

complacence. People uaed to call us smug. The Europeans eepeciall1 used 
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to call us amug. · We were~•t smug. But in our ~s before the war 

there wa• a certain tranquility. We were at peace with ourselve,. 

The pre-war .American did, in a aenae, believe that he waa living in 

the beat of all possible worlds. His government waa a democracy. And 

a democracy waa the nobleat and beet form of government for mankind. 

He knew that there waa political corruption in hia government, but he 

waan 1t much diaturbed about it.- Boys will be boya and politicians will 

be graftera, so why make much ado about it. Hi• government waa still 

"a government of the people, and by the people and for the people." 
rep 

We had faith in our democratic government and we felt that it/presented 

the ultimate in political philoaopey. 

The pre-war .American believed that economically hi• ayatem 

waa as eound aa a hic(ory nut; that a beneficent capitalism, 11nbampered 

by government interference wa• creating great wealth and making everybo~ 

rich; that ia everybod3 who got 

rich, everybody waa potentially 

the lucq break. If everyboey waa not 

rich .:i" ~ ishr'luck;y breaks. This iii 
I 

the land of bound.lea• economic opportunity for everyone; the induatrioua, 

the 
0. 

the~~~::iou• were all certain ~o 
I I ---- , . ~ , , 
.And socially there was ,till enough of that camaraderie of 

frontier days left~ in America and enough of that thought-pattern of 

our earlier civilization, the melting pot, and, the haven of refuge, to 

give .Americana the feeling of aocial equality and a real faith in tolerance. 

And ao taken all in all, he was satisfied with hie life. He 

waa content with hie aocial setup and often a bit patronizing of European 
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people• in spite of their older civilization. They bad many of the grace, 
i 

of a mellowed civilization. They had art. B\lt we had modern homea and , 
modern improvements and the beet in machinery. We had alcyscrapera. e 

had all the modern faacilitiea of life. Ours was to all intenta and 

purposes, the best of all possible world.a. 

But we are not ao complacent in the year 193L e have not 

been since the war. 

Almost on the heela of the war, there set in, you will 

recall, a veritable tidal wave of aocial self-criticism. The symbol of 
Y<M iv"" 1 , ~ ~ 

that movement •&J be a man by name Sinclair Lewie and his diaciple1. 
I 

American life was stripped of much of its glamour. '!'he American small 

town - Gopher Prairie, and the American big town - Zenith City,- were 

subjected to a microscopic atudy and analysis and exposed in all 

drabneea, uglineae and cru.dene1a. 

And then there set in another movement which again mq be 

symbolized by a••• :e, name, Mencken and his cohorta of fallen angel,, 
~no.(}.. 

who &et l.1il taeir ea crusade :£ea Ute Q.ebun11b a◄ American life. _/ 
,:t.vA ~ I ~, 

As a rel'U.lt of thia -.ilf-criticiam, Europe actually came 
vf • 

to believe
1 
a1 Bernard Shaw expressed quite recently, that America ~~o.>-f 

foml &f being abused ~cause ~ 1.. qo. te ruthleaa in criticizing 
' ~ ;,/-y (. ~ V ~___...,.. / (.J.) 

ouraelvea.l' Aa a result of all this, there baa come into American life 

a certain r::;, i vene••• ~ ~compl • W gone. 
I 
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.. \il,i -ilhen t~. we lo1t a. ••• ltii e£ our cruaading 

zeal for democracy.,,( We w~re ao mu.ch sold on democracy that we 

entered the war to make the whole world sate for it. We soon 

learned t~t our great gift wasn't really wanted. Many nations 

were frankly cynical about it, •&Rt' •eepbleal, a.~d many ~,,ir 

were rather indifferent about it ,tC. 

Ori ■ a ■a~re arose in Eu.rope a.ii) a ts al people 
t,J( O'#l / ..__·,_..,,__. 

dreeae"U"" ut',._.eliirt - black shirts, red ahirte and brown shirta, -

who ...-e reJecti:B/ disdainfully the whole concept of democracy, 
kt &A41~ ·lM·- ~. ~ ~ • lv'J ~1M,f1 

• an antiquated concept• of gover nment . And even in our own 

country there arose inmediately after the war, a IIIAr school of 
/i ,' I, . I I, • . r • 

intellectuals who pointed ~t the talla:tiea and limitations of 

i•I• ie@:111& el democracy. They insisted that it wae the enemy of 

culture, the friend of mediocrity; that in a aenae it wae 
A , . < • t. 

stumbling block in the wa:, of hwnan progress. Soi••* Wli• whole 

concept of democracy which once lent winga to the apirita of 

And then, J celieue, too, tbat we lost a great deal since 
~ 

the war of a• ,.,,. •i confidenc aetup. The perf ervid 
I 
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faith which we had in the power of capitaliam to make everyb 
,:;.. ti ' I I • J I . _, \ . e,,V?-,. • , I',. ,\ I,.. 1--, I .. 

rich received its major defeat in the year l II waele 
1h. ~/.w,..' ~~ , _Jz . ~ ,,.. 1,,,. .1 ~ , c 

t-he'4 1nC!:!!'ed we,.tie nee eeafMl ,.,,~~~ 
~ c.-:, • ~ ~ -,le. A- c,,.,.A...A!.-!j,'} • 

opportunity eP :fe• »eate • t, m&eee1 
/VW1 AH' ___, ._ r_.-4_--,,~ £,j ~ 

CU..-M .... -1Mti~M8h-- J / 

"' ,1 ~ I~ ~ vt,'., 1 9 , '1,. -

e-It •a• fowai; fez example, dm t:ng ttta Jem 1:329, ••t 

a nation possessed of forty percent of the gold resources of mankind, 

whose soil haa been more than generous, whose bins are glutted with 

wheat, - in a land poaaeaeed of the beat of engineering brain• and 

with the beet of machinery, - in the midst of au.ch a land, L millions 

of people are forced out of work and driven to t he oal;r »e1avera FA!'Jh 

~ ,{ Acroaa the border, figuratively ape ia Ru.aeia.J. Mli 
,.d,J ~t ~ 

S-- we fear in Russia ia not that it ? dump• products upon our shores 

What we fear in Russia is somethinkors dangerous a111l .:z: 1, - the 

undermining of~ confidence in our o-vm.,t.!f.Onomic ~SPF) •'i 
' • t;....J1' t .,t.. ✓ 

And then too, , ••li••• ••• e lost a good d al 
I ~ -f! d,,, W?t✓d ~ t,e.,. . ~ (' 

war in individualiam. ~ trend of ~economic life aince 
/ \ CA-(A 

since the 
I~ 

the 

war ha• been more and more in the direction of corporate organization, 

of consolidation 

{1-
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Before the war we feared the tnist• and anatbamatized 

them and~ought to circumvent them by legi•lation, To~ we change/ 
Ml.AR. tiU , , 

the name tru,t to merger and WLPN watchfilg ti ■•• the,e octopuaee of 
14"~ tA-4 1i 7-C, / ,,.,,,/. •••c•••· "tJiere 1• no malediction in our he~ta. We w watc~ ,tJ:J,.A 

~ 7/,.. cd,u~• • 
riWa: almost admiration. Perhaps )1i8lmavoidable. I believe it 11 

I 
unavoidable. But clearly unavoidable ia it too, that with thia proceaa 

the individual will be more and more drawn in~o vaet, impereon~l 

organization•,lllM' i~ste~ of be~~-.:n 1n.i:pen~~t, a~if-~termined j ' 
businessman, / 1iU. a dependent, regimented! ~the huge 

impersonal organizations. 'rhe middle cl ass i s being wiped out and 

wiped out not by a public socialism such as exists in Russia, but by 

a capitalistic sociali~. 

In Russia the individual bas been '-agooned into a system. 
W~ I (~ 

•• yott letew, a.A.Milli ;ypea a tremendous scheme o socializatfon. 

acme ,~•aa,ag coaateetoa at th& h8id, t!tteettng. 
~ 

But there ia th-. .c 

(") 

significant difference between what is going on in Ru.eaia and what 
/-, 

going on in this country: In the first place, in Russia, the thing 

the surface, clearly visible and acknowledged. The proceae ie understood,-
~ 

controlled ~the ma.see• are being 
C,I •• , (J.;. 

see in this process f ') 
esea,a Jailapu an ultimat good for themeelv••~ 

/' 
In our country, the proce,1 1• going on beneath the surface 

I 
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and many people are not even aware of it • . But if aware of it, tj, 
do ot for~ee the imp).ications and consequen ee o~ i • Nvt v, 
~~ ~Jl,i nF. IV,,'~ , , ft 

t . In :,e a:}ond place t ~ r~ 1,~ ;~; s ~ff ,.en_':~: In 

Russia en are be ng s ana&rdized in the name of an ideal. The 
I 

Ideal ia a perfect communal life in which all men shall share in 

the good things of life. They are doing what they are doing wt Dir t,,t,,, 

a~ 1d•➔ of creating a genuine community life, built on a 

solidarity and unity of interest from which the element of profit 

Ill' eliminated. 

Now they may not succeed. That is not the point at 
;£ l •• ~ W' µ 

~ present. The point is that a£ 79 tt-c mdvemen~/u lle~oagwaeea 

11Nr1ag a definite ph1losopb¥ and a defini t e objective. For the liberties 

and the individual freedom of which Russians are being deprived, 

w v<f. c~~~-are being given the ideal of a perfect society which they-•,• 

establish, in which the few will not be exalted at the expense of 
fr: ,r.,✓ l1i 

In our land we are being standardized without bein 
9-. 'I .,.If. # 0 

socialized. 1'ne profit motif a bringing about this sol 

3 and there are no social ideals to compensate men for the lose 

of individual freedom which they will have to sacrifice in the days 

to come. 

cent 

J 
I think too, that we lost eince the war a good...._. of 

/.. 
You recall that immediately after the war we were 

by Ford.ism, by a rabid cba.uvinietic hundred per 

J 



, 

V -L 
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p.l 
mtta■ --..r. by a suspicion of the foreigner, the immigrant~ Soon 

. "! ~ rv ,~ 
after the war we euccumbed tcr ecnv,pt nsti+ • ta,l..: p eudo-acien~ific ./l'~-

~ ,1 M, t, • -,._yf ~ 

doctrines of the old world bMoi 1u,, apoa. ~hara.cter but upon blood 
" A 

and race. Racial blood cults of all kinda became popular after the war. 

Now, the American before the war was not a perfect man by 

any means. But there wae in .American life a spaciousness, a tolerance. 

The stranger wae welcomed into the life of the American people. We 

praised many a lad who succeeded1and spoke with pride of the New World, 

built not on blood but on ideals. 
\ ,. We still clung to the ideal of 

I' 

•the haven of refuge." We dreamt of a new world to be fashioned on 

these shores. ~ good bit of that tolerance fs gone from American life. 

And laetly, I believe, that we have lost considerable of 

our moral certitude. Our morality before the war was mu.ch more simple 

and straight-forward. We weren't saints before the war by any means, 

but we had definite moral convictions and we tried to live up to them. 

There were mountain peak• toward which we looked and aspired. We didn't 

always attain them. But today the peaks have been levelled \lj,,- the 

valleys. The power of conviction ha.a passed with some of our moral ideale. 

We ba.ve begun to laugh at some of them. 

people that _laughs at ite gods is a d1ing peop~e. }Jeople must have 

certain ~-----~.....-11«·e around which to =\••••ai~'lacking theae 
1 

there is~ chaos. And there le cha.oe in our moral life today. You see 

that in your literature, in your theatres, 

increasing divorc . You see :t~ in all 
(\ 

~ ~,-
in your (1ndreaaing crime...----F'. 

the ~experiments which are 
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of the youth of our day. 

I think that our youth today is a very sad youth. 

I know of no youth to~ that is happy azce.J 

Not because they have the good things that our young people have. 

They have not. They are happy because there is something in their 

lives that is greater than themselves, beyond themselves and above 

themselves. Tbey feel privileged that somehow destiny baa selected 

them to be the molder• of the new world. They mey- be utterly 

deluded. But there ie that ideal in their lives and that ideal 

an enthueiaem and a glow to t heir li?ee that our 
~ . 

1l'here is no centr~ vA-JJl ~ the 

life of our y9uth tod.al. ~~e etc.it ~•~t•s why they are t , ,, i, 11,~ ~_.,{A.I_, t.. '- t...w _,,__.,.&. ~ 

•ereteJ,c sac? kg:%02 o•• ,.-,,e .. ,teee l:a l:tfe-. 

It is not that our young people are in revolt. Our 

young people haven't revolted. A revolt my friends implies an UP­

reaching, a yearning for the freer spaces of the spirit and for a 

nobler way of living won through a firmer self-discipline. Tbat 1e 

a revolt. Mere self-indulgence and sowing of wild oats, mere lack of 

reatraint and the vulgarization of speech, manner• and conduct, may be 

revolting. They are not a revolt. 



- 11 -

You see somehow there is no moral authority left 

in our lives tod~. Neither the hone·, nor the school, nor the 

church, nor the government exercises today an authority in the 

life of people and so people are thrown back upon themselves. 

And they,themselves, are not always the best guides for themselves. 

There are very few people who are such clear thinkers, who have 

had enough of the experience of life, to be their own guides 

through life. The masses of the people need some authority to 

look up to, some source that ilil uefinite snd1,,n;r!::;1z'!'a~ ,,.,..,.,~:.:.,;::,::;....:,.--_,,,,.,.,... 
look ~s guide -4P their moral life. But t hat has gone out 

of our l,Wte /IDd men are thrown back either on ·wilfulness or upon 

external economic pressure, which still does exercise a certain 
. ~~ 

influence upon men. 

I have indicated some of the losses which we have 

sustained in passing from one world to another,. We 8fe ~hildren 
)M~ r) :,A ..,; 

of the twilight. The twilight which ,,.- nOt t1inight but7the 

dawn. The new age may bring us compensations. I believe it has 

already brought us some compensations. I can think of four which 

it has brought us. 

First of all, it has brought us more scientific gains 

and what is more important, - more of scientific idealism. I don't 

M R._ l.~AA~ ~ ( -?6 ~ know if you )mv9 gr.a.sped J;he full implication of it. f"'_~=-;:,.. j 
~ ~ ~~, ~ '4 , """" ~'-"---- w~ " 

Ii)rro••'•~ tnte1nattc2arl nndereteod1Ri pea&eaIPirded■ ese 
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aDQ aa w:1p1ece~ettte~ htihget after beauty, expressed 1a ci"iea them-

There is to~ no stro~r impetus to faith than i~ 

the books of mod.em science. men like Dr. Millikin are ? oing 
/ , 

more for faith, for of our faith in our r 

to this universe, 

machine-

e feeling that 

exotic values; that 

greater source 

e, that our values 

more than a 

things 

e text-books of modern science, - a real gain, I think. 

Another gain is that we ha.ve become more inter-national 

minded. We are more interested today in what is going on in India, 

in China than we were before. We have become part and parcel of a. ~ t 
community. We have stretched out the antenna of our lives -{6 

it ■Ul make pose1b1e mo1e snd •••• : 0£, :eenki & 

I think another gain is that we have become more peace­

minded. Certainly this generation of oure will never forget the last 
µ, ';/-'" 

war with its spiritual and peysical -9CJ1111. Our hope is that our 

children who did not know the war may profit from what we eaw,,-,,mtt 

we know of war. But be that as it may, there is more talk and more 

thought in the world today about the machinery for effecting world 

peace than at any time in the history of mankind. Heretofore peace ha.e 

been an ideal abstraction. But necessity and the events of the last 

two or three generations have thrust this abstraction into the realm of 

practical politice and have turned it into the most pressing and per_ 
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plexing problem of the cl.al• 

And a aolution will be found 

Men tomo ■pel!ll! etottt lbtl:d peaca:r-

the solution. 

our homee more beautiful, tine» ..-tdt#1ae. better mueic. Uore of ua 

listen to better music today than at any time in the past. I think 

we are beginning to _~}e some of the graces and charm of the oldef . 
~ '1 U,VM· ,, v, ~ I ~ ~~~ ~ .,.e,(J 

civilization. And that's a distinct gain. Other gains ID8¥ follow. 

The next epoch may perhaps far exceed ours. · 

There is always the consolation of the great teacher of 

the Bible, Koheleth - (quote Hebrew) 

"One generation goes, another generation comes, 

forever." 

t the world goes on 
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11 .b·OR YOU, 0 DEi ~OCRACY 11 

Come, I will make the continent indissoluble, 
I will make the most splendid race the sun ever shone upon, 

I will make divine magnetic lands, 
1th the love of comrades, 
ith the life-long love of comrades . 

• • • 
"LONG, TOO LOUG, I.ERICA" 

Long, too long, America, 
Travelling roads all even and peaceful you learn 1d from 

Joys and prosperity only, 
But now, ah now, to learn from crises of anguish, 

advancing, grappling with direst fate and recoiling not, 

And now to conceive and show to the world what your children 
en-masse really are, 

(i or who except myself has yet conceiv 1d what your children 
en-masse really a.re?) 

From ''Leaves of Grass" and 
"Democratic Vistas" by Walt Whitman 
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Democracy Waged Warl 

Adame Degradation of the Democratic Dogma 

"Social war or massacre would seem to be the natural ending of 

the democratic philosophy. Democracy is the system of fools or 

of levelling downward. Democracy has insisted on degrading the 

public service to a common level of inc&pacity ... Democracy h s 

failed to justify itself" -

Modes and orals 

"The first cause of the gradual extirpation of culture among us 

is this: the increased hold of the democratic fallacy on the 

public mind" -

/ Nietzsche 

"Everyone being allowed to read, ruineth in the long run not only 

writing but also thinking" -

The gloomy dean of st. Paul who 1s a minister and should be a 

booster - for the ministry is the Babbit among professions -

is in despair (Outspoken Essays) 

Remy de Gourmont 

"The only absolutely necessary laws are natural laws ... In the case 

of social and political evolution, not only are there no necessary 

laws, but there are no very general laws even ... If certain empires 

have died of sickness or of old age - the greater number, on the 

contrary, have succumbed to violent death in the plenitude of their 

physical power, in the full force of their intellectual vi 




