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1st, 1931. 

The aistory of the Jews in Bab lonia and in Eg pt which 

e recounted in previous wee~s is no longer of great i porta.~ce today 

oecause the Jewish co ities in those parts of tne world are n0t of 

exceptionsal importance in the totality of Jev ish life today. 

But the history of the Jews in ranee and in Germany, of 

which e shall speak this morning, is tremendously important today. 

Here is where the Jews have written the~r stor-y of perhaps two thousand 

years and they are still writing marvelously rich and si ificant chapters 

of history. 

Th story of the Jews in Germany a..~d in :.i!ra."lce is perhaps the 

stormiest chapter of Jewish history in the niaspora, perhaps the most tragic, 

and today t · e most brilliant. I you really want to know w at Jewish history 

was in the middle ages, what it meant for the Jews to be homeless exiles, read 

t.e history of the Jews in brance and Germany from earliest times to the resent. 

Here in this part of the world the Jews came in contact with 

every great movement of estern civilization, with the Church, with the Holy 

.. ~oman mpire, -with feudalism, with the enaissance, \ i th the Reformation, with 

the rise of moaern capitalism, with the rench Revolution, wit the rise of 

modern nationalism, with the rise of modern socialism. All the great world 

movements whicn molded Western civilization acted ~pon the Jews of ra:ice and 
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Germany. Andi~ is interesti~g o note ho the J~ws reacted towards them. 

It may be well to divide this entire history whic :e can 

barely sketc this morning, into three periods. T' e first perio being 

tnat of their settlerne tin the lranco-German ~ pire up to the Crusades. 

_he secon period from the Crusades, for a period of seven hundred years, 

up to the rench Revolution. The tnird period irom the Revolution to the 

present time. 

Up to the middle of the ninth cent~ry, up to the Treaty of 

Verdun, we mat rig tly • spea.K of .r'ra.··we and Germany as one Empire. The Jews 

settled in this branco- e an ,mpire, in the so thern part of it, in aul, 

probably at the very beginning of the Common Era. 

nen the Roma.11s invaded Gaul .,ome of the Jews went with the 

Roman Legion as .oman soldiers, some follo,ed the army as mercha.i.~ts, trades-

people an settled wherever these legions esta lis1e their pe anent carrm • .. 
:1he Jews were treated like all aoman citizens were; they had perfect social , 

political rig1ts; no discriminations were made agai st them. It was only 

after the Ruman Empire ffas Christianized, under Constantine in tne fourth 

century of the Common ~ra, that we find the beginnings of anti-Jewish 

revolution. But by and large they were not severe ana under the irst Rulers, 

the .:erovingian rulers, the Jews were treated fairly well. 

rhe Clergy, however, all t e time tried to stir up trouole tor 

taem. They succeeded after a number of generations and in the seventh centu.ry 

under Dagobert I. we find nat the Jews of ranee, ith the exception O a 

small group in the sou er~ part of France, were ba~ished. e have no 
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history o t he J e rn in .t1 ra."'1Ce or a out a nLUlc!red and f if'ty years 

hereafter, until the estat)lisnment of the new dynasty - the 0arolingian 

d asty, t o wnich vha.rlemagne or Charles tne ureat belonged. 

-'his nasty as friendly to t ' e Jews, e specially 

Charle _agne and his son Louis. The Jews ere welcomed oack into i ance, 

6 iven ma."'1y rivileges, the eca:re ~reat merchants of t he country, a 1 

the great exports a:id imports rnre in t heir hands, t 11ey rose high in 

e counsels of the rulers and it may e said that w·th few intermit ent 

set-backs, the conditions of the Jews in ance, even after the division 

of the !C.iDipire between Germany and France in the mida.le of tne ninth 

century, the c •:mdl ';ion of the Jews in t~ at part of the world up to the 

time of the Crusades at the close of the eleventh century as fairly 

to lera.."1 t. 

I ought to make me~t ion of one ~reat J ew ho lived a..~d 

taught in Fra."'1ce in the eleventh century. This great Jew shose name 

to this day is the household word amo~ the Jews of t he world, Rashi _ 

Solomon, son of Isaac Rashi, the cement tor of the _almu u. a."ld the Bible, 

t he man w 10 -oy his rel arKabl clear com, 1entary on t hat vast Talmudic 

literature made that literature accessible to the Je\ ish people. It 

might have been a closed oook to the followin0 generations if not f or 

t e ~lear, lucid exp la."lations . ade. by this great scholar ho lived in 

~r oyes in t he C .p~O'!le coll!ltry in the eleventh ce.tury. 

It is iziteresting t o 1mm that Rashi 1 s cornw ntary on the 

Bible 1as used by Luther hen he came to translate the Bible into the 

erman throu_h the intermediary of acholas de Lyra. vla.ssifications 
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of t 11e Bi le as given by as· i were used oy Luther a.""ld incorporated 

in his Ger.nan translation of the Bible. 

As far as the Jews in the northern a.rt of this pire, 

that p t tha.t is no Geri. any, as far as t e are concerned, we bow 

that there were Jews along the Rhine before tne .!.eutons got t ere. Jes 

crone to the Rhine alon "i th the :- oma.--i conquerors. kid e know of a 

Jewish colony well organized in Liologne L the year 321 of the Comr:.on 'r • 

~y tne time ~ r ~any las seoaxated from 1ra.:ice in the mi dle 

of ·ne ninth (;entury Jews h d settled al l along he hie, the D n oe, 

t e ~lb8, in Lor~in, Bavaria, ustria, oneuia anu Jews ere constantly 

comi::1g in to Germany from Italy. In Germ y lL e • se, we ru ve no record 

of very active discrimination a~ainst t.e Jes or ctive persecutions 

against the Jews until tne el~ve.th century .. he begin i. s are found 

in the exp~lsion of the Jews from .ayence in 1012 followi ~ the con-

v rsion of a atnolic monk to JuC1aism. B t that ras an incident, the 

real tragedies of ranco-~e~ an Je ry begins with the Cr~sades. 

Before I pass on to tne vr~s des, I should like to call 

your atte.tion to a eat Jaw who lived nd wor· ed in err.1any in the tenth 

cent..iry, w :10 infl e .. ced the course of Jewish religious tho ht. I refer 

to Rao i Gershen, own as the I light of t ·1e exiles I to w om e are 

inde ted fo r tne fi al prohicition of pol g .ong Jews. He also 

introduced other saluta.r religious refor s n the life of the people. 
1 . 

The ~rusades altered most co ,plete/azd radically the 

fortunes o tne Je s o .. ·ort wes ern urope. The Crusades ere a 

calamity from ui~r t1e Je~ s did ~ot recover for seve. centuries. It 
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broke then .. hysica.11 , it broke them spirit aily. '!'he Crusades marked 

the cegin ing of seve. hundr d years of t ne vilest, er elest and ost 

inh □an oppression known to :istor. 

A Jew by t ' e name o Beure:ifeld rece:itly c c. piled t ee 

volumes called "The oak of Tears" anu these three vol".lmes contain the 

martyrologies, the dirges a:id t ·1e song s of ·1oe composed during the Crusades 

and the centuries following them . 

'7hen the first arm of crusaders bent pon conquer ine the 

Holy La.'1d began their march from northern jjra"lce into Ge . any, up the RhL e, 

tneir cry was 11 Kill the Jew. ',lhy travel hundreds of miles to kill the infidel'? 

Kill the infidel here at home . 11 

Godfrey of Bouillon, vowed tnat the blood of "hrist would be 

avenged by tn.e blood of the Jer s. It as op larly believed t hat t he blood 

of a Jew \Ould atone for one's sins and y r s aders vowed n t to leave his 

country without fir st killing a Jew ~ith h is o n hands. 

As these mobs egan to po--.i.r into Ger a..'1y, remind you, that 

those crusaders ere not well organized religious armies of religious 

e ntoosiasts~ the Crusader s grabbe u along wi ta t hem t he lov,est off- scourin a-s 
~ 

wno followed in their wake - vl e. t ese mobs oega.~ to pour into Ger 1any , 

the Jews who d tor centuries een livi~g there in comparative tra.~quility, 

turned to t heir protectors, to the princes and bishops for help . You must 

r emernber that Gerrna.'ly was not a unified country and did not ·oecome one until 

the close of the nineteenth century. :.:a y of these pri:ices and bishops did 

off.er protection to the Jews, They took them into their palaces, tried to help 

them, in many instances without avail . On M 

that ever y Jew who bad not 

18th,1096 the mob came with word 
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found safety ~n the palace of a oishop or prince was to be 

slaughtered a:id a m- c;sacre followed. :1he Episcopalian palaces 

themselves were attacked and eight hundred Jews were slain. A few 

~s later tne mo·b appeared in Jayene~ a'td te:1. thousand Jev1s were 

buried in nine ditches in one day. ~hree days later the mob cwne 

to Cologne, Jewish synago es and dwellings ere destroyed and the 

Jews ere give:1. a choice of either accepting Baptism or being killed. 

The sa~e held tr~e of all the cities to hich these mobs carne. It is 

estimated that in tae few weeks of ,.ay and June in the year 1096, ten 

thousand Jews were killed, many a Jewisn community completely destroyed, 

Jews who had lived in those cities for centuries. scattered, L~poverished 

and outcasts. 

That was the ooginning • . ot long tnereafter there was 

anotner Crusade in 1146 a.."'ld th t as followed by a third Crusade in 1187 . 

• he same story on a smaller or larger scale 1as repe ted and added to 

the horrors of the Cr sades. Ant as a result oft e intensified super­

stition which swept over Europe as a result of this religious movement 

there cmne t ·ese new charges against the Jews for which t hey were made 

o pay dearly. 

First was the caarge of the ritual murder. That is tnat 

Jews use the blood of a Christian chilu to nelp them make their matzos 

on Passover. It seems laughable to us does 1 t it. Bat it cost the lives 

o ten thousand Jews in the? iddle Ages. 

In the city of Blois in 1171 there was a ritual murder 

cna.rge which resulted in thee tire Jewish community being burned at the 

stake. 
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The rulers hit upon a very clever way of extorting 

money rom t e Jes. ·nen they lncited the mob against the Jers, 

the Jews would naturally run to tneir protectors for 11elp. elp 

voul be promised on the payment of certain anounts of money. And 

it was therefore of great benefit to the rulers. the lords or the 

emperor to have the mob frequently incited so that the Jews would apply 

for protection and pey the price for it. It fas also to their benefit 

to ve the Jews who had loa."led them large sums of money, t have 

them driven from the country and t'ere y have t e debts automatically 

~a"lcelled~ And so in this century, the elfth ce.tJ.ry, t:ey drove the 

Jews out of 1rance and after confiscatin t.eir property, invited them 

back again so~e years 1 ter to bring more money back into the country, 

hoping that a few years later t:ey might drive them out again. 

The oou.. ill6 hate against the Jews beginning with the 

Crusades began to reach terrible clLnaxes in the thirteenth and fourtee~th 

centuries. Thus in the thirteenth ce.tu.ry the Clerg-;,meeti gin the year 

1215, ordered a large number of restrictions against tne Jews and 
a"lti-

introduced forte first time the most humiliating/Jewish ordinance - the 

yello badge. very Jew had o be marke , or~1ded so t at tile f' inger of 

scorn could be pointed at h •. nvery Jew was compelled to wear a yello 

badge so th~t he could be recognized at once, so that anyone wno anted 

to spit at hi10 or t ow stones at him wouldn't make a mis take and throw 
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them at a Christia.~. Thus bega.~ the process of humiliating the Jew. 

lot only did they degrade him physically out also they degraded him 

spiritually by hwniliating him. 

The sa~e century witnesses the first po :rom on Jewish 

books. Uot only were the Jews pogro~iz~d, but their books were pogromized. 

In 1242 on a brignt June uay, twenty-four carloads of Hebrew books, all 

the books that could be found, all the oooks of the Tal:nud or of medieval 

Jewish literat'.ll"e were talcen to the center of the city and publicly burned. 

Tnis was an effort made by the Church to deprive the Jew of his literary 

sources and literary aspirations. 

At the close of this same centur, the thirteenth ce tury, 

ve hear of another charge against the Jews which res• lted in terrific 

slaug' ters of our people. That is the charge of the desecration of the Host. 

I:i the Cati:1olic ritual, masses are looked upon as of supreme 

sanctity e.nd t· e wafers that are used int e rit~l act ally represent the 

oody of the savior. The Jews were accused of stealing these w fers and ~utting 

knives into them and drawing blood from them, tnere y actually re-enacting 

the crusi ixion oft e savior. This cnarge was made in 1298, first in Rottingen. 

And hosts of Jews were ta en a~d tortured a~d ma e to co~fess that they had 

actually stolen these wafers and desecrated them a.-rid the ,vhole co:Dill'Wli ty was 

ourned at the stake. The furror of tne mob spread thro, uhout Bavaria nd 

Austria so tnat in less than six mon hs a hundred thousand Jes were slain and 

o~e hundred and forty Jewish communities were wiped out . 

The fever of hate mounts tnrough t··e fourteenth century and 

there wa can call attention to only two facts. .'irst the Jews are again 

expelled from ranee in 1305 .d invited bac again a few years later and then 
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finally expelled in 1394, not to return for centuries thereafter. 

But the most horrible th ~:ig that happened in the fourteenth 

century as the 3lack Plague. This Pl~oUe wnich bega.."'l in I:idia and rou~ht 

to Bu.rope ... as respo:is· ble for the v.iping out of one-third of the population 

of the entire continent of Europe. ihe Jews, of course, were on ha:id to 

be blamed for the Blac~ Plague. , ~ s: ould.n I t they be. blamed I°or the 

Black Plague? And so "t;1e information spread among t e ig:iora.."'lt rnob 

t'iu-ou_;hout ope t :hat the .3lac:c Plague was spread by the Jews who poisoned 

the wells and some Jews were taken and tortured and made to co:::ifess tna.t 

they were responsible for the Black Plague by pouring poison into the wells 

a i like a flood tide the massncres spread among the Jews fror.1 Switzerland 

into Germany and many Jews were tortured and urned and whole co .illilities 

slain. It is estimated th~t over two hundred rniUUiKI Jewish comrmmi tiee 

;ere completely destroyed in the years 1348, 1349 and 1350. 

Here I might call your attention to a.-ri interesting historical 

eve.t which resulted from tne ~ru.saQes a."'ldlhe Black Plagie. • t ~ s the 

coming of the Jews into Poland and B ssia. 

largest Jewish centers in tDe world. Jes 

a result of the persecitions of the Je,s in 

Poland and Russia are today the 

ettled in Poland largel as 

rmany in thew e of the 

Crusades, that is at tile close of tne eleventh and twelfth centuries and 

especially during the fourteenth century which is the cent~ry of the Black 

Plague. i th feu exceptions Polish Jews are ..rerman Je\';s \'ho came into 

Poland during these centuries and bro a-ht rlith them the dialect whic11 the 

Jews of erma:,y .,ere speaki er at that time. And this mediev 1 dialect adding 

some He rew, Slavik a.:id Polish ords has become the Yiddish which is the 

!') e of half of the Jews of the iorld.. 
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And while the Jews of Ger any y, ere going down a..11d down 

the cultural scale, the }e Je1s who ~arne into ola..--id and fo d a 

refuge there, v.ere going up a..'"ld up a..--id in the fourteenth a..--id fi teenth a..~d 

sixteenth centuries and up to the middle of t he seventeenth century Pol~nd 

w s a haven of ref ge for the Jews of Europe, where the Jews were most 

prosperous. _heir tragedy cane ·n the middle of the seventeenth century. 

The Cossack riots of 1648 ,,ere to the Jews of ola.nd ,'1at the rusades ere 

to t he Jews of Ge , any. The Jews to this dey h ve not recovered from the 

prisings of the ~: ndle of the seventeenth cent y, j st as it took the 

Je s of Germa..--i1 centuries to recover fro t'1e crusades. 

I must hurry on. There is nothing to report fr om now on 

except a ~ontinuation of these sorrowful things of which I have spoken. 

In the sixteenth century the light begins partiall to break 

thro h the clouds. The sixteenth century witnesses the Renaissance, the 

discoveriJ of America, the ~rinting press, the Coperniurn system of medievalism 

is beginning to be defeated and to retreat; a new era of enlightenment is 

coming to the neople of ~u.rope. But the Jews ere not to enjoy the fruits 

of the . . enaissance or or the Reformation until much later. 

_here ere t o incidents of whic' I wi h to speak just a .., ord. 

ne ,·as the first cha11 ion of the Jews e.nd o Juc.ais , - Johann Re"'J.chlin. 

'.he exp ls ion of the Jews , as brought aoout y Jew Joha..'"ln Pfefferkorn, 

who induced the Do inic s to execute ~nother pogrom on Jewish books and to 

burn he Talmud. _he e~peror had given his consent .. he Jews a_pealed and 
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the emperor asked Johan Reuc_1lin to make a study of t~ne book to see if 

it contained so ma.."l"J.y harsh words against Christianity and if it was full 

of superstition. Johann Reuchlin gave his a.~swer and his answer was a 

complete vindication not only of the :ra1mud, but of the Jew and Judaism. 

Reuchlin ( s defence of Judaism brought dow upon thim a..--id there 

arose a struggle between the yo~g and the old, a struggle which led to 

the Reformation and to the breaking up of the Catholic church in Eu.rope. 

So it was really over a Jewish book that the Christians split in the 

sixteenth century. 

The sixteenth century of course, brings the name of Luther 

and the Protestant Reformation. Luther began his vicious ttacks on the 

Catholic ~nurch in this centllry. 

At first Luther was a great friend of the JeV1s. _e said, 

"I don't blame the Jews for not looKing witi1 favor upon Christianity. "Te 

nave treated them not as h . an beines ·but as dogs. _hey 4re God's chosen 

people. Jess, himself, belonged to the Jews. 11 

Luther had hoped that the Jews would. be converted to 

Protestant Christianity and that showing them kindness he would wi~ them 

over. But the Jews had opinio s of their own on the subject and he could 

not win t em over. As a result Luther became vicious to the Jews. He 

wrote a tract called • And Luther didn't use words of such 

elegance. He asked that the Jews be expelled and treated with unmercifulness • 
that their synagogues be burned. And it is because of these attacke by Luther 

that Protestantism was as little a friend of the Jewish people as Catholicism 

was. 
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And so we come to t he seventeenth and eighteenth 

centuries of enlighte.1.ment, centuries when Europea..--is were t hrowing 

off their medieval ways of thinking. But for the Jews they were 

still the centuries of darkness. 

• 
In Germany in the seventeenth century t he Jew lived 

under the most humiliating restrictions, crowded into ghettos ., not 

permitted to increase their numbers in any city or lo.cality. Only one 

son in a family coul a. live in the 9lace where he was born, t he other 

children had to mi ; rate. A Jew passing rom one city to another had 

to pay a body tax. Everything he undertook as taxed. Jewish life, 

culturally, intellectually and spiritually had all these centuries 

naturally deteriorated. The Jew had become ingrown. The world had shut 

him in and he had shut the world out. The enaissance had touched him 

but little and the hardly entered his world of thought. He 

,as in his darkest dark ages while the world was entering the moQern era. 

The change came in the middle of the eighteenth century 

and perLJ.aps one name might signify the cha"lge. The name of ~. oses !!endelssohn. 

~'1.d to me the most marvelous thing to con template is t ha.t as soon as the 

doors of opportunity began to open for the Jews at the close of the eighteenth 

centU7y, and through the nineteenth century, he rushed into the creative life 

of £urope, of Jermany and France, with such a hunger, that in a few short 

generations this medieval, yellow-badged, ghetto Jew had forged his w~ to 

the front in every conceivable department of the the life of Western Europe. 

It was as if a dam had held in the creative force of the race for seven 

centuries and suddenly the dam had broken and the flood tide swept over. 
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And so the Jews in the course of a few generations 

cru e to the forefront in every field of human tho, ~ht, science, art, 

sic, literature, physics, philosoph~, psychology. And in the galaxy 

of the great names of Eu.rope Jewish names are so frequent that t ney 

have incited the animosity of t he anti-sernite a.,d the beginning of the 

break came with oses ~endelssohn. 

I have spoken of h" before. I need not dwell at length 

upon him now. One of his most noted achievements was to make the Bible 

known to every Jew. He translated it into German using Hebrew characters 

so that the Jews who were then speaki~g the He rew dialect oegan to learn 

German by reading .en elssohn: 1s tra..,slat ion of t he Bible. And it did not 

take them long to learn to read and write German and before long they 

were reading and writing German better t han the Germans were. 

It is interesting to no~e that oses endelssohn, who until 

the age of fourteen did not know a word of German, by tl1e time he was forty, 

was writing the most classic German style of his generation. 

Emancipation is on the wa:y. The ideas of Voltaire were 

beginning to penneate the whole of \ stern Europe and people oegan to 

realize how shamefully the Jews were treated. The emperor issued his edict 

which removed the ody tax from the Jews and permits them to dress like any 

ot 1er human eing and to engage in com.~erce, restrictions were also removed 

hich permitted them to enter for the first time the public schools nd 

universities. Of course the greatest came with the revolution in 
the 

1791 when the ~renc~ people for the first time in/historyof Europe, in over 



fifteen hundred years made the Jews citizens of ranee. Up to that time 

under the best conditions, they were tolerated, foreigners, who were given 

protection. The Jews of France were called the sons of Fra.i~ce, citizens of 

tne country for the first time on September 28th, 1791. And when Uapoleon 

began his march through .i, ranee he carried with him. 

Of course when iapoleon was defeated these rights of citizenship 

granted to the Jews were withdrawn and the Jews had to fight in some instances 

for another fifty yea:rs. The revolutionsof 1830 and 184$ had to take place 

before the Jews of Germany were given their complete emancipation. Thetr 

emancipation took place with the founding of the Empire in 1871. 

~ay I say just one more word to indicate what has happened in 

Germany since the emancipation of the Jews. 

The rise of Reform Judaism began in Germany when the walls of 

t~e ghetto crumbled. The Jews recognized that they mu.st adjust themselves 
, 

and the first thing that they tried to do was to their orship and 

practices. 

The first Reform or private synagogue was established by Israel 

Jacobsohn in 1812. The first Reform Temple was established in Hamburg in 1818 and 

·rom that time on Germany has produced great leaders of Reform thought. such 

as Abraham Kirjen, Holdheim, Lunwig Philipson who are responsible for giving 

this Refonn Judaism its philosophic basis. 

~hat movement was carried over to the United States whicn is 

today the stronghold of Reform Judaism. 

The second moveme~t was the rise of .odern anti-semitism in 

Germany and . 1rance at the close of the nineteenth century, strange enough. 

While emancipation emancipated the Jews of Germany religiously, it did not 

emancipate them completely a.s far as the world as concerned. 
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In the nineteenth century in Germa..~y there arose 

Bismarck and a wi...ole group of men who preached anti-se, it ism, who 

oased heir anti-religiousness not upon religious ground, oeca se 

it was no longer fashionable, but upon racial ground. -he Jews 

were semites, a hostile people and t ere ·ore the Jews of Germany 

oug~t not to be permitted to hold positions of importance in the 

national or political life of eruany. 

In ranee in 189 there as the famous or infar:1ous 

Dreyfus affair. A..~d this anti-semitism has increased terrifically. 

And so in Gennany in the year 1931, we have the 

Hitlerites, a powerful, political organization sworn to undieing 

hatred of the Jews. -heir story is not ended. There are six hundred 

thousa.~a Jews in German· todaJ, nan of the_ in the forefront of the 

cultural, scientific and political life of ti1e country. .!. re are 

proba·oly a quarter of a million Jews in ..! ranee today occ-.ipying that 

same position. The Jews of these countries have learned to defend 

their rigi1ts. I venture to sa t.1.1at a thousand years from today, 

long ter the very n~ne of Hitler will have been forgotten, some 

cwis Raobi, on a Purim morning, in other parts of the world, will 

tell his congregation aoout the history of the Jews in Germany from 

• 1931 to 2931. ,1e have a remarka le gift for survival. We lose every 

battle but the last one. 

One other word and I a 1 through. 

The rise 01 Zionism which began in the ~ermanic country 

oy 'heodore erzl was a reaction i way, to the increasing anti-



semitism. ~ome of the Jels ere eten ined to free themselves a..~d 

to lead a ree,independent, national existence in some corner of 

t he world hich they could call their own. 

I have spoke of Zionis oefore, I need ~ot dwell 

;.A.pan it a t t h e present mo .ent. 

An there ou have in outli~e the story of fifteen 

:undred years or more of Jewry, t hat people who lived in a.~other 

p~ t of the orld, not alo g the Tigris and the ~uphrates, not along 

ine. Per.aps at some f ture 
. 

time I will tell ou tn story o the Jews along the Volga, the Rivers 

of Poland and Russia, an later on perhaps, along the Hudson and the 

Ohio. 

, 
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Special Purim Music 
For Sunday, March 1st 
( )r ;.;an R cital ( 1 : 1 .., _ . :\I.) 

Fir:t . onatina f < r )raan ... R 
I Yiv gi '< :o 

II . ndante 
III ·arillon 

Paul _. 11en Heymer 
·antata 

"E. th r'' ( in two parts). t uo-ht n 
. 'ol i ·ts : harlotte B nfi ld. : ,­
prano; Alice haw Du an, c n­
tralt : Ema nu l Ros nbera. tenor • 
Laur n J nkins, I ariton 

How The Temple Will 
Observe Purim 

The Templ will c I brate th unm 
f tival on unday )Iarch 1 t. 
s1 cial rvic will 1 held in The 
1 mple with music arra1wed f r the 
ho1iclay. Rahl i ilver will deliv r the 
third in hi rie f Je,vi ·h hi t ri al 
le ·ture on 7 he torics TV hich the 
Great Rivers Tell. He will p ak n 
.1lo11g the eine a11d the Rhine, a . ur­
\' ) f the ab · rl ino- hi · t ry f th ~ 
J w in ranee an I in G rmany. 

The hildr n of th P lio-iou ch 1 
will make the celebration a truly 111 rr) 

ne. The youno-er children will hold 
indiYidual cla parties, play 0 ·ame and 
Purim play ing Purim no- and 
o- nerally enj y them ehe -. The T rn­
ple ,v men ciation wi11 di trib­
ut boxe of candy to the children. 

The older boy and 0 irl f the Jun­
i r High chool will hold a Purim 
1Ia que Ball the ame afternoon at 3 
P. :M. in .1 iahl r Hall. _ number of 
prize will be awarded to tho e chil­
dren who e co tume be t repre nt 
the character in the Purim tory. 

I nrim which fall - thi • v~ar on 
'Tu :day, 1 larch 3rd, i. the • carnival 
holiday~ of th J e, i ·h y ar. 1 n J "·­
i:h lif it ha - always been a day )f 

mirth and rev lry and old and y mw 
alik hav • joined in the merry-maki1w. 

Purim c 1 brate • the tim wh n the 
J wish p 011 who w r living in l r­
:ia w r a\ d fr m a plot to <le ·tr y 
th m through the heroism of .Jlordecai 
an 1 Eth r. 1 hi· i the -tory whi h i 
s b autifully told in the Book f 
E -ther in the Bible. 

me ery attractiv • cust m are 
nnected with the oh ·ervanc of thi 

h 1iday_ An elahorat meal is : rv d 
in th ~ home and m rry an I htmH m n 
.-ong are ·tmo-. A favorit fo d whi -h 
i: ahra ·- pr par 1 for Purim i 
Hamanta:chen, thr • -cornered cak 
m d le I aft r the hat which Haman 
the ,·illain f the Purim ·tory, i ·up­
p - <l to have w rn. It u: d t be 
u tomary for m n, w 111 n and chil­

dr n o ·masl- and pre ·ent inf rmal 
1 lay known a , I urim pi I, t llino- the 
. t ry of Purim in a humoron fa bion. 
1 oday w ob- rv thi • ·u ·t m by 
ht ldino- P urim ma quera<l - and play . 

Th mo -t ~ignificant Purim cust m 
h w :Jo, er and on which \\. can and 
sh nlcl b ~ rY , j • known a · . 'hel ach 
~ Ianoth, the xchanae f gift: am no­
friend· and th di:tributiou f alm 
and fo cl t the p r and needy. 

Temple High School to 
Engage in Inter-Temple 
Debates 

n tw ·ucces.-iY Sundays th~ de­
f ating team: of th· 1 n{pl Hi 
• ho I will meet representatiY -

lwo bro- 1 mpl s. Th snl ject 
both lebate i , Re. ol <l : That a 
J wi h niver ·ity B h:tablished in 
the nit cl 'tat .- . ( n .. ·unda , 1Iarch 
15th, 1 he T m11 will be host to the 
d bati1w team f 1 empl B th-El of 
Detroit. In thi debate 1 he 1 emple 
\ ill uphold the neffative of the -ul ject. 

n the following .'unday. Mar~h 
2...,nd, the affirmative team ,vill trav I 
to Pitt burgh to meet the t am f 
Temp! R def h l m. 



Take a Trip ,_rhrough Soviet Russia! 

on 

Wednesday EYening, ~larch 4th, at 8 P. ~I. 

"ith 

BRE T DOW AI LI SO 
Lecturer-,Vriter-Traveller 

Under the ~u . pice f the Temple Men' Club 

~Ir .. llin n will :how :i .- thon~arnl f • t ni excdl ·nt tilm wh1rh h • tu k 
<m hi ,· r c nt visit t Rus. ia. 'I h ". e 111oyi11g pictur ,_. cl ·pirt YiYidly ]ii" in 
. ·oviet Rus~ia a· it i today. They \\"ill gin· th· audi nee . om' jd ·a )f th 
ti emendous • 'Oil Hni ~. 'hang through whi ·h th country i. g iug. 

Tho.- who haY' hear l ~fr .. \ 1li11 . on l '·tu re and haY" l '·n l rivil ·g ·d to : ' 
th .. pictures hav h "11 v ry much impr ·:~ed. Th c) Tempi • ~ T •n': ·tuh ha: h' n 
m< ~· t fortunate in . ·uring thi~ feature, an 1 i: off ring it. m •mh r: ancl ()th 
in the congr gation a rare evening which shoulcl not h missed. 

1 h m tino- i.- open free to 1 t:mple ~l n •. Uuh mernb r:,; and their \\ i\' •. . ... \ 
nominal charg of t w nty-.fiye rents per p r:rn,1 wiH b • mad to ot h 'r men and 
worn n in th c mg-regation who ffi~h tu attt>n<l. 

Temple Alumni Announces 
Third Forum Meeting 

Enc nrag <l hy th· tw ll Yu1th 
F nun which haY alr a h~ h en h ld. 
th T mpl :\ lurnni . \s.-Z ·iation an­
n mnce • an )ther .·m.·h m ting ior it: 
m ml ers and th ir f r1en l t h hel l 
( n .·undaY aft rnrn n, ~far h 22nd. 

Fnr th( ] ctun.· th .--\lumni has ~ -
ur d on f th' mo. t 1 ril1iant c11Hl in-

ter :ting J \,·ish l ·tur r ' in . \m ·rira, 
Dr. .\. L. Sachar. Dire·tor f th Hil­
lel F undati n at th C niY ·r.·itv t f 
111innis and author f a n w Ili~-toni 
of the lc7.~'-'. \Yb r Y r Dr .. acha·r 
has l ctured h ha. he n asked t r -
turn not nly one I ut . v ral tim . 
\\'ith him a: it· ·p aker th Alumni 
j 1 king forward t it ' mo.t ·uc-
• • ·f ul l'orum m ting f th' year. 

Temple Contributions 
to Jewish Welfare Fund 

Th f 11 winJ ntributi n • w r 
pl <l(r l t th r • nt campairrn f th 

}t·wi~h \Yetfarl' Fund ior th' :u1 p< rt 
qf variuu: ,rnrthv lo ·al, national and 
international ca1i~e • - Thl' ·1 emplt, 
, 3'00; the 1 mpl' \\Tom n's .\ . :oria­
tion, , -t.00; th ~ • nw,hinc Fund < f th' 
'l unp1 H ,1ig-i, u: . ' ·h, ol. , 3.iO. 

Young People s Dance a 
Huge Success 

The T mpl • . \lumni . \. :nriation 
added an >the1· ~urc . :fut t.:vent tl its 
fin· r ·rnnl o( ,Khi ·vemt nt thi: year 
with it: annual formal danc • la:t Sun­
day eyening. 

'l he Jarg- and n.·1n·e:e11tat ive crowd 
of yonug p opl who wer • pre. nt 
an l the attractive atmospher • of Cuild 
Hall. \\"here th dan, wa.- h-'l<L ·om­
hin cl to make thi.- dan ·e a very le\" I 
affair. 

Th' mnmitt in char<P, \\'ith 1Ir. 
Edward Liebenthal a.- ch~irman. i. t 
h ~ c rnmend d for th ffe tiv w rk 
which it did in 1 lannincr thi. 



From The Congregationalist, Boston 
Feb. 19, 1931 

1'.ahhi ilver·. promin n in _\tu rican r 'ligious li f in its lf ,nm1d g-in· 
·io-nificanc t thi: hook. but it i to he commend cl ahov all for its intrin it· 
". rth. The h.eligiou. Book of the lVIonth Juh ha. cho ,en it a: the book { 
the month for January. but we predict that it may be om th hook of the year. 
In a eri : of r lat cl adclre e ' Rahl i ilv r me t 1os o-ri1 : with th' 
pr bl tn ." of religion in a changin • era. peakinf!: with all th 1 a , ionat earn t­
nes. of the g-reat pr pheL of hi . rac and with no . mall mea ur of their 
rhet rical beauty an l . trength of utt ranc . Th r ar pa.' 'age , that fairly 
0 ·1 \\. \\·ith . piritual yisi n. ,vhil oth r in th ir d arn an l in i. iY n . r veal 
truth in . omething of it: elemental beauty and cut thr u. ·h ~ ham and pret 11. " 

,Yith keen effectivene.. . '\Y can think of few hook: that have appear cl in 
r cent y ar. m re cal u]ated to ha~t n and de pen that r YiYal of reli 0 ·i n for 
which many haYe been Io kin°·-a revival that ,Yill n t b an em tional revamp­
ing of old religious mood., but a re-manife tation of faith. \\ ith it , bold and 
fearle: . apJ lication to the problem. f an age f cynic1:;n1 and de p~ir. "'or 
Rahhi 'ilv r, it sh uld he aid. , L him elf quar ly against the tendencie, 
of the ag- . A lib ral in the deepe. t and true, t :en f th t rm, i ·n ri no- f r 
the mo. t part any distin 'tion hetwe n J udai m and hri ·tianity and di. cu ing 
th 'hurch and it: problem. a. a Yital part of that whole world of piritual 
Yalue.' in which h prof undly beli ve .. he hring·.' hi plain challenge not only 
to mat riali ,"111 and ath i m. hut al. t that humani m whi h h re0 ar L a. an 
xi r s. ion of the panic and confo ion re. nltinff from the I :: of faith in th 

Eternal. n th whole. however. it can hardlv he ai<l to he a controv r. ial 
book. It i . p ·itiv and cmrtrnctii;e,, and de tt:uctive of weak11 . . an l fal ity, 
not so much by attack a hy iL mYn dynamic contra. t o{ , tr ngth and truth. 
Perhap. the Rahhi' , most mordant example of criti al relentles ·ne. s i in the 
remarl · that th ··sex rea)i~m of much of our literature today is. of course, not 
Iih ra]ism. but .-hibitioni~m"- but that penetrative aphori m i: hardly typical 
of th book a a whole. which is more patiently expository in it: meth l.. T 
th pr acher ,Yho ha: f{One . tale in hi. I ,reaching. who ha .~ lo. t faith in him eH. 
in his 'hurch. or Y n in hi: Christ. w say. get this h ok hy a J wi. h Rabbi 
and read it. If it cl esn't pr clue a quick nitio- of faith. a revitalizino- f re­
ligi 11. a n ,,. pa . . i n t pr a h. and t ach. an l leadi p . ibly aL < a new capacit T 

t) ndnre and ~uffer w h uld . ay that th a~ is h l 1 . :. \\~ , h uld 
adYi th man unmoved hy it t g-et out of the mini try. Th ayerag- layman 
will b w 11 advi eel to get thi. ho k, to read it hims "lf. aud pa." : on a copy to hi: 
mini t.er. 

The Temple Gratefully Acknowledges the Following Con­
tributions: 

To the Floral Fund 
Ii~s Fannie . Ei. nman 

To the Scholarship Fund 
Mr. and Mrs. .,.athan 1,ab r 
l\Ir. . J. Federman 

] h \Y dne da • luf 

In 111 mory f fath r, I ador Ei ,en­
man. and hr th r harle Ei. enman 

In memory f dau ·hter, 1\Iiria11 
In m m ry of fathei-, Jacob Federman, 

and i ter, Tillie Hexter 
In m m r) of ol a pary 
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