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AB I A BA HILLEL SIL VER 

I 

ne:1 pare .. ts grm ol ! -ell \7 .. .. e a re paren s ol 7 

I the oninion o •··1 • .:. ru. in .,touth 1 is to be acce ted, pare:its are old 

as soo. s t· e so:1 as . d . is '"'i rst s .. 1 ve ~:l e er fir t ., te. 

11ilQre.. t : e. :..i d discover t . t t e ir fol s •; o 

c n not 1 .. s _ prove or their ide s, t!'le • r • ct d t._e i r . n rs, 

are terri ly old- as· ioned. -heir p re'!'l sill eon t:i side of 

·orty or ... ort.77 ive out to adoles e:its of . x ee~ or seve:iteen or ei htee:1, 

fort. n for -five is .:ri 'htfully old e d .:.ti~ incon eiv le to 

t e • at eople so old c reall n erst~:n.d t· e v st !ld see d.. ly U."1.-

precedented . ro blem ,ni ·. • re git at i~.o the L s f • o :1.."l.g 1) o _le . 

. rr st e rocess of relegat:~~ re:i ts to old ge 

e,:::.:.. s ver e r .. ; t: is d .. ;1ch to the c· gr in of t e rents. The 

pare:1ts o ld 

the do. 111· _ne., 

t te 1 t e e ;o~"t.cr starts hi'!'l or to. _re ·entl 

•o ld 1 i e to rerni:1d :.e ir \,;hildren t' t i as 0nl .. e ter 

:..a the s .o ed t · .e o to lo ate C· i on t he d ho to solve~ 

-pro o 1 e in r • t tic a: d no ro erl to scr t eir nee~. 

- us t str • le etween adolesce.ce .do sole ce:1.ce 

oe ins very earl ,- t' , ch· ldre c~iargi the p e.ts with excessive old ge 
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nd the parents ch~rg·ng t :e ch'ldre:1 .ith ex essive uth. :1 the 

str a-gle onti:iues t.L"ltil t: e -rre:1ts actuall do gro old. 

Parents i:,ro old. \, .en theJ reall oecome dispensa le 

i the lives o tn6ir c .ildren ·\,:hen their c· il e:i ca.'1 really do i thout 

o.e man sai Lnat one of t'e itterest Jills n· ch 

he .. a.d to sw llow was hen is three ear olcl, \;al ing ••;it. nil: one - "I. , 

us ed his hand way j_d said ti.i.at \3.:"'lted to ,al y himself . I:i a 

\ a r he .. s glad t • t the ., ou..--i lad .as :,rmvL"l Lip and et in a real se. se 

he as s d becau.se th· s r;as t.1e first ev.:.dence \'. ich .ad co:ne into ni 

lie o his uis ensaoilit to ,ds ~ ild. That co lee :1eed o! him was 
little 

~one a."'l.d that !XMlt in i et .as t e ~irst evi e ce tote p rent t:. t 

he ·:as ecomi!l :more ?:J.d .or dispe.1sa le i. t e li e of : • s cnild . 

• .,., e:i c .1' ldren -=-re .e:ro in , re red, cnooled, m ried, 

t e:i a re. s slo;l egL1 o realize t .at the chief i. terest of t e ir life 

is one; t .. t s,·eet , hard., o .. .'te.1times , : art- r eakin task of see· n t eir 

L:h:.1 e. t 1ro h i ta. ·y , c:1.:.1 o , adolesl.:e. ce , 'oung- anhood or r1om n ood , 

t -t s: .. h ic1 drained t.1em oft ir est /e rs, of their v: or ; t t t k is, 

or oetter or for rnrse , e:ided. 

rents co e reconciled to it . All t e i tions ._ .. ich 

tney d for their ch'ldren have no ·een realized nat, rall. s me oft em 

tho "' t t .. at t eir c'...ildre:1 wo !.lld re c·.1 he :des . ~o e of t· em •• dn I t even 

reach the ce'ling. 

. e.. ou c me to t. • t er • o in 1 i • e e. o can 1t 

out it ·oQ o co~e ore or less reco~ciled, out ~ou o feel tie ~eed 
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of . ru'"i:1 :iew dj s t r.-:e::1 s i!l l i e , of • i oYeri. • .. e. e i. ter sts 

i:1 i e an u.--i t il new c..v u t .. ent s are .1 de t 1ome ru d t e ht:: rt s 

of t : e 1)' re. ts are f J.11 e rr. rn eJ e"' n to eel themselves • t::> 

·rowing old. 

_·m some -0 e:1 s resent t" ... is, • :.at ~all 

dispe: sa ility. - ey 0 .. ot is: .1. to rc..li:1cais: t 'eir r le nd ' ir 

he ir n·ldren. _he _ a i of y arc- =ihen 

t... S"..1 ... erv • sed :1e • r cl • ldre , • .li de • 1 e .. , , •. c• tr~cted t hem , - he 

h it of ·e ~s i c o 0 f> tro. U];:>On t Lerr. it ey o .ot i~ to see 

o .ers ~s!lrp hat i 

ve a ...,rior 

m""rried. 

ai o. 

he 1 • v ~ of ·1e i r c .. : a.re . • el th t 

r a. l en, 0 e. r t ._ ir h • 1dre ar 

e r 

o lls uesperat craving, not to e di pensed 

• ith, not to e shut out, as it were, from t' e lives of their hildre:i, 

to continue ~\; ha:.'.. tri hal or ~atri rchal rel tionshi ... s : ich 

hel good for so • ears, freq~e tl.,· lea s to ise ·nterfere.ce in 

t:.e lives o ... re. ts a .. ·: ildren res .11 n i:i fa: 11·.-

q~arrels :_ tr f il 

h , s be n s i , goon it of it h~ oroaa , . ch 

f • fool ' : , O' t t .e pr interfer· . moth~r·.1 t • n 

you co ... e o th · ::. .. o"° it : .. e pre ·e:- tio • ·nter no 

ot" er t· a t : e ot· er , . o .. er • 1 se r .... ~~er f r o e, 
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wnose willingness to e hut o~t fro t lie f • <lo. or a 

9.".l.g ter expresses itsel u.:i,dsel , of c urse, L is interfere. ce, 

L t1 is crav·:ng ~fter indispe .. a ilit· .:.. ..e only a · ., 

rm me p rents c.o .. t resent .• vi:ng Jee ... e dicpens-

r :its re .'.!OVe t .. e'":!S 1 ves alrno t e:it i r 1., fro n t:.e 1 i ves of 

• eir ro 1. .. il e. fter t:.e a re r. rri.. .. _:..1.e.,1 re-r.ove t :.e. elves as 

s t' e J can. ·-· e· are very se ... sitive people . 

i. trll. e • :n t e 1 i ves : g ro;. :"' e a1 d 10• en . -· e· 

t1 ir orm ives. __ ,.e a, :1 
.L J. 

o :1ot :ant o 

t .. e olive 

·v i.:l to give 

t: e . a':ly ~ore az .. d so t:.e., re re· t. . e .. ·o ti.ue, of course, to be 

re
0 

1 - r • s • tor L t.1e _ o e of t eir c ' . .:.l r n, t : e fol lov ver cl sel 

e live t... 1selves in• orne or 

otel nd I ll.S ect .e :.mes t ".)t t 1e~ are lonl ier t n t hey 10uld 

con~ess even tot· mselves . 

L s .. ve c, . ge d, have e· no t, sin e ener tion 

or t o o i e. in ne rl: eve~y home s vit p rt oft t home t ere 

lived r " fat. er or gr ndmot .. r . k: .. d t .e., ere not ;el "o ... e, es ... eci 11 

in t'/i¢ '.1c 1 c ses as t ey ere ot econo i • urden !.lpon the home. They 

·:iad a e 'in·.te , elcomed 1)1 ce in t 1 e ome . r.!1' e e r e fine i.lf luence i:i 

the .. one , es eci 11 o .. t h l i ves of t .e • .:.1 • en in t n ome . A eneration 

o t~o ~ o t et o ht-life of ver~ ooy or uirl had in it ~n ffection for 

r . ndJ. or -· e • ere 1 ay on h nd. T ey ·:ere never in the 
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_: ese ra .. dparents ,ere fter all pnrents gro :n old. The ·:ere 

s mbols in t e ome , - s ' ols of family sta ilit , of t'x.ily loyalty , 

off il tradition, o he co. tinuity of • ealltiful f~ il .. life . 

• ell , things : ve c xige . .ro 

visitors in. :1e 1 o. e . er11a~ s the c. n e is or he et er. :But SJ.rel 

the lives of tne grru1d are_ts ave not been enric:ed &.d made ha ier 

-r t ' i C "'e .) - .., .... ra."lge . e.1t . 

1

0 t t t e great ro lem which con:ronJs rents 

re~ts ~h o ·re rowing old md 1o are faci.g t' e probla of 

d's oilit;r , is ov: to re.ain i. dis ensa le ·n t 

i tho t intrudL '! ther.isel ve s upon the . 

lives ._e ir c· ildre. 

It is ~lear , is it no , h t o ., ives ve mea:1i:ng 

nl as lon~ ~s we~ e needed; -~ .e live only as lonu as e e used. 

v~, e so rear our en·1 ren ~ cJlti va e our own lives at 

..;ro older the ill still . ave need of us ( Is th t OS ible? y n ,1er 

is ecidedl yes . 

o .e e:1ts t i. r th· t the ca ac eve th' s e d 

oy m ing heir c.1ildren fin ncially oe e. dent ..... po.~ t .. an . - e .. ill hold 

t e t rou-h t· e exercise of fi 1cial at orit •. ~ t 1 s een ne. t 

t. t t best , is onl poor substitute fort at s iritual t:ing nd ot 

e e ende.ce w:i~· ,e ha e in .in . t sort of a.., rra 0 e.1ent never 

illici ts fro. ti1e en· ldren th t hich t'he l eart of the parent really 

ye ns or, - love and devotion a:1d be'ng _o:iored. In most cases that 

1 ads merel.,r to chi re:i aiting ii atie:ntl .. :or t· eir legacy . 
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J. o, :--·011e • ~re:1ts ho e to 

e. ero z o t ir c il en, y estm:L1=- c-if't s , :oon t· e, 

• m i'!"' ... :: t eir chil re:1 ~r ieful to t'_ m. 

or • Gratitu ·e p ves t.1e ·or love, or af ectior?.. 

B ~ it does 't al I s v or· . ·ometi t es n·1 e. t e • tis give~ o 

_n~s or ex~ ple: K"ng Lear .o ure 1 oe re e 

ise, to ~ht .., could hold tne ffecti on o is c i ldren oy 

i ing t e1_ 11 .. t he ha • 

- e S'.l tler, a to tr the sur r .a o 

remainin L ispe. sa le to our " 
. il en ~l I.TO .., 1 ! ei r 1 i e, is tl 

\ ,. r not o_ in trus io. t le .. t OI ~ 0 
' 

y tie e erci e of 

onctary 0 er, 0 t it is t ne •ra .. or i •. 1 Zl s e laid very 

ec rl n life. i t'ie w y of e ving O".ll' lives ·nto t he lives of 

our cnil en d~rin ose ear y ars • en tne r ~re re, lly nd tr'.lly ours . 

It • s t· y b i v· g n the eon:i de. ce " d trust o o c. ildren 

dur i P. the d velopL g ~ or. t"ve ye rs, ~ en ,e ecote to 

t e:n fr ie. a. :!a. co p. n ion .. d It • s t .f , s t1 tler a."'ld 

re en o· l y e ectlve, o: winni t eir con ' i en e on 

0.L heir reco - ·tion 0 0 s~perior is 0 , 0 0 cal. er ju .e:it s, of 

our rip r oni. i o:-1s . It i t e . 0.J. n. in. t.1e res~ect Ol ur chiL ... ren 

t ou·h t e respect ~:11c 1 /8 h;-ve n for ourselves f r om our circle, ~n 

our com nity . 

A ove 11, it is t cnild.ren 1s 



- 7 -

life-lo .;:) lleg·e:1ce J the grace a."'ld ignit" of our li ... e, o 

n."'ler i w ic1 ve ireep ourselves intellectuall ~n en tall 

alert, keep inc- .?•-ve wi t.1 t em, not fall L O e ina. t .. em, not 

e • or.1i:-g a:: t iquated in t: e ir m ·rd. 

_. t I s the wa , I ·celieve, o! assiring for 

our elves 

cni.l e::i. £'or do .. 1 t .,ou ee , 1he t e: .. '7ro, older t e.,r ill e -oro . 
o us, proud to a 1e ~ s in t 1 circle of •• eir frie. ds. _hey ill 

a"'lt their c· i dre t e L .1.l enced .. y the seren·ty r 

lives, the tranq_ 'li • of our . oods. - 1e~ . ill ant to share • ith 

s t· eir jo r • a:-i t· .e ir -.. rrow - e ur. ·o llS ro, .. tit e to 

t · e to eln t1~. unravel a . tt uro 1 m. 

I • .. • >. vinl;ed t t, h; t i 

ut re, 11 the o .. ly 1uay of : i..""'lg ·or our elves 

lives o our ~ro. e ildren. 

. ore difficult iay, 

•. e 1 o e in the 

hen p~re.ts row old i is t : e. too late to try 

to co· .and t. e love or d.! iration of t· eir c • 1 ,,.e. . _ <:lt • a . i t· 

t. at so n pea le I • 9.ve done so .. !lch for • chil he ou t to 

be a loving c ild, 

He 0 1 ~ht to e , 

to e ftectiontte, he o ht to oe reverent. 

the isn 1t. I is not t : ose q lities thiu ~o nend 

thems lves o t l e min or . ag n tion of groi. uh'l ren. 

s when the ere Pare s, athers \.o ~ere too 

r rin~ their children or havlnu others re rt.em, thers .,. o ere too 
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' usy m ng one~ nd uiun't ha'e time to .1 ' or pl. or read ,ith 

their ~hildren, to e.1 ·er i:::ito their lives vitall • to o~co ... e a drawing 

center o: !~ero wors! ip in he li e of t eir ... ild, athers ·10 ·;ere too 

e ir c. il en o ' eep reole. i ing 

t1eir minds, o '-cee t · ir Ltellect s tisfied so that the ir so1 ls a."'ld 

t: e ir lives lLce 1 .:ps ec[) .. e d • .. ec ise t a ha~""l It ee~ !E1rt,.:red a::i 

soon fo·..:m.d t! e·iselves o t-6.istruce 

t.e ir so~s a""l.d a,uhters , or ot· .- rs 

v t he i~t elle ~~l develop. ent f 

o t !..l.rned the rearing of t . eir 

cnildre:::i over to h ired nQI' es or profess· on 'r.i er t ne rs or t~ac1ers, 

\' 0 s en . eir .. ·ear :.. s tea of L rovi Ives a. gro L .. g ith 

t· eir .i dre. '3 -.ving re . r li e ur y our, da. . ~to the ..... 

1·ves of t. eir C li 1 r ·n vent to eed s . d". their h urs i st t1pid , .... 

3) . ements, ... oolis: re in-"" , C r 1 i D' .a , 
t not, such p· re.ts 

· ill ea ize, m ch to tn ir orro J 
t · t .. en thei ren r re ro n .en 

~nd o en , t·, ts ~eho t eir 

i n L, en le. 

re:-. 1-. s do riot el to the s ein.c- v ry 

- ere is a. old o sa i : 11 .,ex est .... te ne~t i 

~a.."'1. ild 

~~ his lie in sue , r t · a t ,1i .:.. g ,; ars s all oe I.! led t1 e ·e r of 

dom . e st e. in e est of osi~ion o ea ot tin l~ence i. the 

lives of ro Yi ns ,,,n a ters. 

:.:1. this n to e. erl.,i e 

t: e in of p triarc: 1 ru e 1 ic .. s exercisec. at ers i. t he older 

civ"lizations . icero vrites in is ess II 0 
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" i "'.ls t .ou _h he • s • I 
oth lind - d old , m :1 ged f 

so!l , f ive d~u~hters, :.:, re t :.o· senold, nd • n.,r de en.dents ; for .e 

uid not l !1 ul l • succu.rno t o old •>c.~e, ut • .. e . t his mi d ever t .ut, 

like· ell- str 0 I . ·e . intained ot . ere a t hori ..r , O'.lt 

a. solute com"' nd. o ·er h • s .. ousel1ol ; :11s slaves e r d , • , ... is 1.!hi l re 

revered . L- • all loved . L": , a. d t he c!ls t or:: nd • isc i line o is fore-

f a ther s flourishe e:1eat r1 is roo ... . or old ,..e • s • o. au.red onl.,· on 

condi ion t hat it defends itself , _aintaL i t s ri g .ts, is s~· serv·ent 

tonoo.e , ndtot' el.st . reat rlesover ·tso. o .. "i'!'l. -Orj!lt 

s I !'I rove of t he ., o· n .a- a!1 i~ . ho t ... ere is t o t1c: of e, so I 

p rove of t : e olu .. "n L vu.om t c.ere is o of t· fl vollr of .. outh. 

~e who strives tis to in le r u f 1 es ~ 

out old n s ir i : .. e .:.11 :1ever be . 11 

.., e m J row old ody , 

... n ol ge is re 1 o~t of he estion in our 

.. y E:t eve:i n o a t. old sa • of the Bible 11 o ·ote He re 

" - he - 0 y he d is t .1e cro in of ory 11 • ' be ., 

r e lized i! we see to ' t ..,s e ro· ol er th t old ge s ld. . ot ~e n 

inte lectu. 1 0 d i. es e. t 1 s ove. lines • loss of i terest i the 

re t mo• . ents t . at e takL pl ce in the rnrld. , b t ala e will 

orin , to t.e resti e of ripenin isdo. , of • tilled e per ence, of 

senili t of s irit, of ro..,der tloo, o • a eener insight . . e~ a 

man rinus all t n t o • ls old age, outh ill rall ro nd i .. 

I~cide:tall he nee not fear of · coming dispensa le enti r e 

lives o is dear o. es. 

t~ .:.n the 
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':1.en pc ents grm old, my riends, their c '..._ ldren no longer 

req ire their constant care and tte-:ition. It is t.1e.. ell to be prepared 

to ta..'l<e on some newer interest in life, sor.iet"1i n profi ta:::ile •. tne ,a· 

of 1. ind a"ld soul enr icrune~t • per: aps some s t'..l y hic:h ou ::: eglected d inc-o 

those sy years 'I, en you h""d to evote yourself e:itirely to t' e .. aintena..'1.ce 

and ~ ryort 01 the f lly and to tle care o • the c~ildren, perh ps some 

desire hich you ·ere not a· le to satis 1 some ea.min • of t ' e . e rt ~nd 

. ind. _. at 1 s :e time to egin to c ltiv tc .i s ne intereC!t, s _e oci 1 

·ork to ' uc· , ou ... n de rote ",.,u.rself , sor.1e co. u.'1.it • • tere!3 t , .10 4 - t 0 

re free o o it . Th t I s t .. e s ere t o •• keep • 

old and pushe qside ~ lie. 

o.e 1 s sel fr m eco~·nu too 

I ve spo'...en so ~ r of p ren s _o in J o d vi o re more or less 

economi all • .. depende. t a .. d elo~ to t. e ell- o- do . d not to t. e L d i ent 

class . Bat he old ge come s to rent •1 o re ... oor , then tnere enters • 

real element of tragedy . Th tra.ge • is grater o course, n tn ere 

their c ildren e like ise p oor, .1.'or tne. t l e eco.je a \;O. le e econ 1 c 

lia ility o .e·r ~: il r en. 

times ents ho ~re poor 

at eL!)" e e. de. t po. C. il 

tLa"'l a t I el i eve . P'-' nt 

11 t t t· e as·~ of 

t even hen t : eir c.ildre are not oor o ten 

en tney are ol f eel a itter.ess a:id 1:u..: 'li tion 

ren . m ere is ~ t i t -oarent dread ':.ore . 
li' e to g~ve e er t to t eir c ·1 en ~d 

is ... ., t tne , • 11 0 ., u to oe a credit . ... 

to trie. !:'.\ d not ri. J. ... t· eir ... 0 .r, .eads do·. to shai: .e . t 0 live off their 

children , t t ren s C d. 
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lJot long ago a"'l. old friend of rrine said to I1 e: 

cnlldren are fighting over me." I saidt 11 Tfo.,t 1 s f'ine. 11 He sn.id, 11 ine, 

m, uaughter says I should live with m"- s .m and ::n:,r son says I s' ould live 

with ny daughter. 11 

nor of ten grown S'Jns and daughters for get the f' ifth uon11and-

n:ent, 11 ...... o::i.or t l y ~at'11er a-:i..d t"rly . oth r . 11 .d,:na. how of ten the see.,;: he 

first opportmitJ to shelve the ,a into some • o. ,e or t~:e aged. 

·~he Rabbis said11 the fifth oimnandment is imrnedia ely followed 

v ith t e sixti1 Corru.1andment. The fift 1 o. Tiandne:it sa;;s: 11 1-:o _or t' ~ fatber 
. 

nd thy mot er . 11 .,.. e sixth Cot. .. rnandment says, 11 Tl10,.1. snal t not murder , 11 or 

i. e w: o dis: onors their fat: ... er and ,.o ther in t: eir old age • s reearded b 

...,.ad a s if e . 'l.d com.'Tlitted murder all his 1 • etime. 11 

I :::un !fra~d t·1 t in our age : artic 1:--rl r;e h'l.ve become 

terri ly selfis1 and t:~t poor pare ts coul ot receive ~~Y c sol te and 

complete measure of revere .. 1ce and protection which is due them by the l ws 

of od a.."'ld of m-:in; but the 1,,, se is often s dd.er \rhe_ t 1e chil en are so 

circumstanced that they simply can :not take c xe of their dependent parents . 

And th.(l t Is t r ue not of individuals but of t. o sands an.d of te._s of thou a!'lds 

in our 1 a..i-id today . 

Thee e thousa: ds o ooes ·,here ever r or el o.i.' food aunts, 

~ne~ to take care of a dependent~~ ent is to deprive a growi~g chil of 

the necessities f li:fe . {e ,:. o live in ornforta le ircUillst :ices don ' t 

think of t. t oi'ten e:im~h. -·\ • vera.ge • or i gma:! s u.na le to la.. up 

from his >wages e ... 01J.gh o rue c e of himself a:1d • is life i:i old age . 

It is lmost an impossibility. And old toda co. es much sooner to the 
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I - 1 t • 1· on ·men p .. sica_ o age. I m~an in ustrial ol ag. 

,. ho is fort " or f r ~ -!"i ve is eli~inated from all t· e major 

i:1dus rial occ..ip:1.tio::1s. I:: other i. r ds .... is sp~ of ar:iin .,, ~ .. e .,e rs 

::e;: :e .... ·-· earn, re li ite· _ e , .o t i • :1e an e ar is 1 i it e • 

he 'in· s : i.rr:.self at the e o ifty-:five or six y ~tt rl 

,·i ho t reso ,ces, cle_ e .. e. t per· aps o. c.~il, e ... who t: ... selves re 

.,tr gl ing to e l!are of t. e • r o •. ar ilies :i this co r 0 - t· s 

'prosyero s 1 erica. oda • i-:i t'1is co ntr .ere are h red t' .. o".ls 

.f ~ .. il i es hose old ge :.s . i tered, de.o-ra ed o poverty. 

Is me i. es t.i.k t ~t t e rea o a civiliza o. is 

t e e s, e of its "ro • e t • n o ~ a. t e ed. '!'he real test of 

a civiliz tion .d of o ress . T riends, i .ot agni 'icent a..~d costl 

cities .d mu e s an alaces, t t 1 s t test of mone~- ro in 

civiliz t·on. _ere 1 t st o! civilizatio is 10 it takes care o 

its ,e depend.e. t, or h, ns • i O't s ru.d its ed. 

In so.e indu~tries nd ·n s , e st tes •. thi , 1ion s -ste s of 

o ... d "'e pen ions h:: ve een ,, r 1 ed out o ro ect me. a..."1d ·omen i the 

t .,i :,nli , t of their 1 i ves. io is still oacla ard st te in thi re rd, 

s ·n other reg ds. _h 01 ~e Pension Bill h s been , p efore the io 

Legisl ture over 8! d over ".\n is not et a cert inty of bein ssed. 

~ e. p re ts ro. old, m friends , t . CV e blessed indeed 

i t .. e • :n e:1t er the llieter ears of tneir lives toget er, if t:ne, , ve 

host of oe tiful me ories to e oget· r. if t ,/ c~:n oe s st ·ned y 

-o le e oft eir d ·1 e rogre sin. ~dv .cin, gro p nicely, 
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their ... ::nild.re. '1 t l1ei r rru1dch" ldren. h: re les e inaeed if 

7i thout vein 'epen ·e:it ~pon their ildre. t}er are indispe.sa le to 

t' em; tba t: eir ' .. • 1 en want the .. , have need o 1e:n , turn to t: • 

. lan .. • <:")re.1 ts • .n the,/ gr,:> older e.r .1ot so blessed , 

-per.1a:os o. l o· e is left , perna_ s sor.ie loss of a c:.ild., some ere ve ent 

r ened t'1eir s Ti t is 1 • fe . .ne tron ·er, t ~ r ver ill 

0 ure a.."1 c~rr on . 
• 

If c ·111 dre. t ,_ e •1 ow muc t: ... e.. co ld li .1t en t. e l1rde 1s 

of heir ageino_: • re:1 s, ... o, of ·o 

in to t ' e 1 i f e of t:1.ei r p,,re: s w· en t 

be a.~d ho, s,eeter for 11. 

tJ ness the cold ring 

' r ol , : lovlier ou_d life 
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batract of the ddreaa 

p OLt> 

A. IlILLEL ILV 
ARCH 22d.19Jl. 

e:i ar parent• old? I t;h o inion o flaming outh is to 

rent• are old • • n • the aon baa hia firat ah ve and the 

ccepted 

hter her 

firat te. They qu1ckq diacover that th lr folk• o c not alw • prove 

of their idea• or 4onduct r ol ~aahioned . . heir p enta y atill be thia 

side of forty or orty-t1ve 'but to leacen • o ixteen or aeYenteen, forty 

or orty- 1ve 1• a dr ad.fully old e d it 1• 1nconce1v le tot th t p opl 

ao old c really d tr 11 un erata.n.d the v t d unprecendented probl • hich 

lJt -

hen th ir children 

e grown, 

baorbi intereat oft ir 11 e 1• one; th • e\, 4 d 

reaking ak of reari their chi dren which drained th ir b at y 

1a for better or orae finished .. y t n en• Jut enta d tlal.., 

int r ata. or tlm t le at, their home nd their h ta 111'ull7 e t1. 

Thy begin to feel old. 

Som p enta reeent th1• diepena ility d the de• er teer ving to continue 

unc ed, them trl chal ar p tr1arc 1 rel tionehipa frequently 1 A.di to unw1ae 

interference int 11v • of their own children, to bitter f 117 ran lea nd 

dispute• d. to at unhap in••• 

0th r rent• r ove t e • l •• r t l llve1 of t 1r cbil en • h • 

t 1 C • y are or\ 111 rid o trudin o hil 

viait t ir chil en d clo elf ollo their ortune1 t e 

1 regu]. rq 

ore or lee• 

onlo re. liv y t • lve1 in home or in hotel d I aue ct t \ 

• 
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they a.re lonlier than they would cone•• even to the •elvea. 

~hi • ba:va c anged in~• gener t1on or two ago hen rdl1 bom bu.t 

what had livin 1n it and aa a vit 1 p t of it, a an ath r or andmother. 

1 were not unwanted, ep cially en the ere not an econ ic dr in on 

the fam1lt• _hey xerci■ed t ne ini'luen~• in the home, eepeci ly on the 

children. tho ht world ot nearly eTery child wu not without it• T8rJ' 

aftectiona.te corner for and.ma nd sndpa who ere 1 a on hand. d not 

in the way. hey were th s bole of tmnil7 unity, 117 loy lt7 and f 117 

traditions. To andp rent• are onl7 visitor• in the home. 

P rhapa it 1• better so. But a ely the live• of these and rent•- i.e. 

p rente grown old - are not rl ·her or happi r becauee of it. 

o are p rent• to remain indi eneable 1n the live• of their own children? 

makin t ir c ldren f1nanciall7 d endant upon 

hil en who•• eole 

dependence upon p enta 1• • 1111• or th ir le y. 

lane 

muat be l 1d very early in life. It ie to we Ye our lt • ln\o \be 11 

our children throu h 1 t eir earl¥ '¥ v• • en in re 1 ••n•• t ....... 
It 1a to be with th duri their deTelop1 ye • aa !ri nda and confl • 

It 1• to win their faith nd confidence on t baeia of our richer expert • 
our eounder Jud{gnenta and our ole -•1 htedne••· It 1• to win their r • ct on 

the baai1 of re• ot which other men show u• tor what we re and do nd atan4 

for in our c1rule or 1n our ooronunit7 • by t ace d dign1ty of our liv••• 

our intell1 ent awarene11 of what 11 o1n on in th world an by our c paclt7 

to kee breaat with their own intell t deTe lopm nt. 

hen parent• 1!,rCJW old 1 t ie, too 1 te then to coumand the love or respect 

of the1r children. It 1& then t time ot harve1t1ng not of plantin . there 

• who ere too buay 1 oney to have tim or th ir chil en, tor d, lan 

d pl 1 with them, to nter vitally into their 11vea, or bo ere too bua7 to 
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repleniah t eir own 1 ind■ and eoul ao t ~t they ere oon outdlata:¥: 

o dren over to their children or ot r■ who turn d t re 

hired nur••• d profeaaion l in rg tn r• 

th ■el vea 1n to the 11 ve• o th 1r ch dren 

nd teacher•. of not int t1 

pe 1tt1 the elTe■ to 

to •••d int llectun.117 epirl t 117 • not p to peal either to the 

mind or the 




