
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

Western Reserve Historical Society      American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722 (513) 487-3000
wrhs.org AmericanJewishArchives.org

MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 
Series IV: Sermons, 1914-1963, undated. 

Reel   Box        Folder  
         154   54         397 

The shadow of the underworld is over our cities, 1931. 



THE SlWX> 07 Tim UBDDWOBLD IS OVER 
00B CI~DI 

BY 

liBBI illl HILLEL SILYD 
At 1'HE !EMPLB, 

~WDAT. Aprll 19th.1931. 

The shadow of the underworld bu fallen oYer ov larp 

cltl•• and it 1• growlng blacker and more maaolng cl._,- b7 dq. B.eoentl.7 

our own city of CleYeland wa■ treated to a Nnaa\icmal \rial, t'.bl 1\nch 

of which filled \he nostril• of our C0111DWlit7. durln« which trial the 

opera,lou of the 11D4enorld ._.. 1nd1cate4, it not tul~ reYeale4. 

'!o tbo .. who•- \o know, tbl• trial waa Jut t'.bl dramat1o 

flareup of a wlde■pna4 condition of lawleaaeu which bu ex1atecl and which 

do•• ezlet 1D thie cit7 and in almoat e-.eey la~ city ill ov co11Dt17. 

I am not intereated ,h1a momi,;1g b J11aldng arr, Hnaatlcmal 

charge• or 1n pl&.7lng the role of a lone band reformer. What I want to 

apealt to you about thia morning 1• common and public k:Do•ledp, tact• •hlch 

4&117 obtru.4- themael-.ea upon eYeryone who read.a the daU7 newapap_.. and 

fact• which are cau.alng conaternation in thaaghta of •n and WOii• ill our 

couutl'7; facta,whlah to rq mind. conatltut• the moat .. riou aoc1al probl• 

nezt to Ullemplo,ment. confronting the American people toclq. 

In the next aoad.e or t• America will haft to fight 11 

011t with the underworld and no quarter can uk to be forglYea. 'l'M7 _, 

fight to th• f1D1u. Blther the power of orpld.u4 arllle, of pDCa,aa. 

pml>len, grafter• and caDltD •111 IMt totallJ an4 cap1e,el7 brok• b ,1a1a 

coat17 or ov on 1na,1tullOD• wlll go don '° Weal. • !be '9o oan nol 11•• 

•14e 1a7 ala. Jreitber lit• nor proper'7 wlll N •at• la lhl• GOUD.VJ ... 
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th• nip of the mattla aeta in. 

You mq thlnlc that I mn •~rating, ba.\ I mav unre 

you tb&t I am not. t the Amerloan people 1a oontrontecl •llh \ou, la 

not a phenomenon of the n\lllber of orllll1n&l.a, f • or JD8D7 aa the c- mlgbt 

be. l'be American people todq 1• controntecl •1th an empire of era. 1, 

1• not dealing no• •1th a fn lone wol'n• who go on their own. pre7 upoa 

the publlo and dodp the arm of the law. h t •• are dealiDg •1th todq i■ 

& hlgbl.7 organ1se4 a19ten of crime and crimiDala, tremendoualy rich, engage4 

1D illicit traffic• amounting to billion• of dollar■ ammal.17, who can 

aun:mon to their clatence the beat lepl mind• of the coun\171 who an Dlll­

warn4 behind corrupt politlciena, proaecutora, ~•• police and whole 

clt7 admllliatratlona ~t and paid for. 

You are facing here a alt tion of a goTernment withla a 

goftrmraeat, a hi&hl7 catrall•e4. finmced. well-organlucl and protec,e4 

proTlnce of crime wlthln oar national eooncxv. And le, no om imderee\tma\e 

1 ta ponr or lt• Taat ramltic \lou. 

I\ baa 1-en rellabt, eat1mate4 that the loll whloh \hi 

ruke,een extort f1'GII the Jmerlcan pwallo anma•1'7 amo\'lllu to be\WND twelw 

and tovtMD 'bllllOM of 4ollara. fill• la thrN tlmM what lt ooe,a to rma 

feclffal goT•r• 1ut. •r, cl\1•• lD the Unlte4 Staua 1a paylJIC an lnocae 

tu to ors- mom1,111g to a.oov.t ou 1ma4N4 aa4 fon7 dollan a 1••• •hlab 

la larpr than ti. lDCC118 taz paid to the J'edenl OoY•rn-,. fld.a atffilllll'• 
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paid to twent.ielh aent1117 piracy ia unparalleled and ,mpreoeda~te4 

in the hlato17 of the worl4. 

It baa 'bMn N\imate4 that clo• 01l to flt\ND peroen\ 

ot the tot.al national wealth of America pa.aaea through the handa of 

IM,o\leggen, raoketeera, and g1111blera e-Yer.1 year. 

So tha\ the condition, rq i'rlenda, la not uclle&ble.­

lbat 7ov. wlll face hen 1a not an l110la.\ecl bandit or ban41ta, not a d1lle 

no••l JeaM J-•• Wbal 100. an t•in« hen la an anq ot crllllinallt7 

atretchlng tram the Atlantic to the Pacific, centeNcl and tonNaae4 in 

eTer, large clty ot thia comatr,, cormnandt.Dg be moat powerful inatNaenta 

ot •elf preaenation an4 aggreaalon. - namell ~- • haw endon4 orilla 

la the Onltecl StatN 194,atl 

ow lei .ot the oitlsaa ot other oltlu na,ter thanaelwa 

that U.7 an 1.mman•: th:i.t it le onq Chica«<> which 1a a neat tull ot criM. 

Chloap la not al all unique 1n ita record. It 1• nol the onl.7 o1'84e1 of 

luleaamaa 1Jl Aalrloa. EYff7 clt7 baa a citadel of larleuneaa. !be alN 

dapada upoa looal oOD41'1cma. 

or the laal t• ~•• a ganc of hoo41_., \he ott-ecoart.nca 

of the earth. be.Te hl14 tbal great cl ty of mi1N&o - the throal. eftr a1Doe 

tlae YolatNA Jot opeecl up the flood gatea of wealth an4 poure4 golcl lalo 

the ootf .n ot bootl..-.. b ato17 of tba clolll!.Dalloa of the onalaala 

oYer the lit• of thal clt7, the a\017 of their tewla. the e\or,- ot theb-
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riTalrl••• tile ator-<✓ or their tr..ree hm\dred as 1nat1ona du.ring the 

last ten 79an, ~ their Taa, Ml th. of their corruption ot clt7 

admin1atra.tion, O- t elr lawleunesa and graf\, of tlleir g,JD battl 

on bllc tborougbtarea. of their complete ccntempt sn4 dierepri for 

Law le unllb a:qtbSng ln the hlatory ot p oplee, aaYage or cl Tl11••4-

•1nce \be beginnhg of time. The whole lUe of the city baa bee clefoule4. 

'!'here oan N no pew and no aeourlty, n.o civic lite 1Jl a comil'QDlty •1th 

such s cancer of crille eating a.t the Y1\a.la of commmit7 llf'e. 

lbt Cblcaco 1a not unlq--ie. Look r1t ·•• York. :t c~ • t 

speak ot Cl••eland. the !acta an not 7et all NTeale4. . t a seething 

m••• ot lnlqult7 h8II been reTeala4 1D tbal oiv with.la the 1 t ear; a 

clt7 adm1n1avatlaa hone7coabe4 •1'11 graft, t cc,mtta, which an euppoae4 

to N the 1aa, •tron&bold ot la and c1Tlc in t17, l>eepatterecl th 

DrlMl7 a.D4 conup\lon. the police department chap4 with \he clut7 of 
ap4 PIPPIDJ 

proteotbg the llwa/ot lt1 cltlsaa, turning enorlonia,a ad pr9¥bc 

upon the ••1 people whom thq ere auppo-4 to protect. 

A noent laa,.1e ot a magulna 8lallllarlse4 wh&\ baa alreaq 

Hen reYeala4 in the cl t1 ot • Tork during laat t .. montha. 

•!'bile taz one Jude• ba• b en aentenoe4 to priaon. one 

bu been remo••ct. two be.Te been lmtcte4. snen ha Te r••lcM4 tb ir lucratl •• 

poat1 ot honor anc1 otben are aohedule4 to • A Ju\ice ot the Saprw 

Coan -. 41aappeare4 - Y&Ulahe4 c011Pletel7. Appronmdel1 twenty lur•n 

taoe I a4lau 41a1Nlnlal pro•etlns-a. One policeman baa lllea OOllYlne4. 

eleftll othan la4loW, •na 41•1•..,._ am lwntr-Hftll ..,_... • 



h.,a been 1nt'..lote4 for briber,.• 

"Capping tbla lv14 aequanoa of •"'•'•• charpa of 

mlsteaamc• in offioa haft nolf laeen tiled ap1vl tbl Ma,or and Dtatrln 

Att,on97, looking to their raoY&1 07 the ao-.ernor, and a RNpmg 

inYeellplicm of the entire cit, and 001111\7 goYal'lll8nt baa MD orclln4 

b7 tbe State Lqlel.&'111-e.• 

Oar Babbla aaldi (quote HebNw) 

•ne nor4 --• into the world beoau• of Jutlo• Ming dalJv-' a.4 

beoaua• of Jul ioe belDc penenecl. • 

ttow •hd 1• true of Chicago and ot N .. York. I ..:art.ala 

hold.a tru of IUD1' other cltl•• whloh ha•• ot yet ben upo•4 or whiall 

ba"fe not nlldt.lecl themNlwa to a crlllcal aeU a.laatlon. 0llr raoor4 

ot crt.. l• appal.line, unpre018MD'94. 11J1Pt1 .9"11,.hen In t worlcl. 

• ha"fa a popalatloa a little o"Yer twlN the else of the 

Unlte4 l!Jagcloln ot area, Briiaill. • ba•e a orielnal popll].at iOD 1n au 

Jalla, fifty timea, and that'• not, speaking of the criminals who oueht to 

be ln Jail and an not. In Sngland Jail• are laelnc cloeed 4own one b7 one. 

'?lien are DO lnmat" tor than. In the tJnlt,ecl statN • can't bGild them 

fut •Olllh. !he minute a MW an4 maplfl._t Jall 1• llalll 1t la over 

cro•a.4. A. arolen et,rum ot orlme now riain« to noo4 t.ta. pro rtl ou la 

••eeplU O"fff oar oomatr.,. t•• napoulble tor l\T 

I OU cm1J apeak of a ,_ 'hlnc• thla mol'nlU£. !'be Toi., .. 

Act haa ot couN oontrllnl\eel lo la•l••-• t~ alw 1,a ...... 

MmN 1, ■Ilda lalrlnaeN pNtl\able,-oa a aoale benlofGIN llllbalna,­

pr~ltul• aD4 ti.nton lurall"fe and thenfon allviq. 
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I am atraid tbat there ill be no solution in the 

United State• u:nt11 the LBlf -\.a anendacl or repeal-4 1D nch a ,q aa to 

ta.a the profit ov., ot bootlaa::t,nc • 

.. o lt may be too lat . It mq be that th1• generatloa 

of orlmlnala which the Volstead \ ~ 0 --,ed in au:- COUDtry will not return 
-

to 1uful purauita eYen aft r Prohibition endnaenl le apptD4e4 or 

mod.Uiecl. It ~ that t ,q will look f1Jr Alf8 of mak:Sn& MQ mon., 
\ 

to hich \hey •• babltuate4 tbemulvea duri.Dg the paat daoade. It~• 

that u entlN geR&,ioa will ha e to p ~h prioe for a noble experS-1 

whioll 414 not 8lMIC lbt nrel7 t time baa come !WD •• mua, la¥ \be 

m a, the nola ot th1a pol-. f'ruit-be•IDc trn U onq to eave 'the 

I am not •t~ in\o tbe m ri:ta or u.emarl\■ o rohlb1,1oa. 

I •aa for lt. I spoke for 1t and I wte4 for lt. 

of thl• Lu ha-. pro M ao bad. UD.for■-- thol)lh thQ en, ■o harmful, IO 

menaol11g, \ba.t, they r than oountarbalazwe AD¥ go that hu or ■q be 

aohleTecl bJ the Proh1b1tlon Law. 

The Prohibition La ell ha.T auoceeW •oag a people 

more la...abldiJaC than ,m erican people, amoag a people an bomopneou 

than Ula .American people. It DJS have suocee4e4 in an as• •hi.oh di.cl. no~ After 

fr011 the adq 'baolaraah of tlw ■aturnall.a of ti. iaa, WM'• tor _._, •• 

lean■ afMr 1, a hua-onr. 

1, 1118¥ 'MY• --••414 ill al••· rea\leN ap. I •a-r 1t, a,q 
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Ba.t 11 haan•t auceecll4 an4 la not llkal7 to maON4 

and it beooa• cl___. ad cl___. to• impanlal o'Neffer tba, ,. 

Lu la .. ,,1ng 11P ••'• ot rloh orla1nal• ln ffff'¥ oM of our larp 

cltl••· It l• cc,rrcw,bg cn•r• •'• 11114nmlD.1ng &OT•rnMD' 1na,11u,1--. 

lf<'th1nc can M aa14 for boou an4 llqaor; nolhtng la 

it• taTOr. A people can be proapenu an4 hapP7 •1tho1&, 1,. 

1a., the folatead Aot la not the •bole etor"7. Aa4 let•• 

not bepll• ounelfta lnto thinking ,hat our Amerlaan crlllllnal noorcl 1• 

clue at11"•17 to the Prohlb1t101I -.n&D•I. We wn lhe moe, crimlul 

nation la the world 'before Prohibition and •• an llbl7 to N nen after 

the Prohiblll• Lair 1• ••114 or repeale4 11Dleu •• do two thinp. Unlw 

•• train oa.rNlfta an4 OQ1' dlllcll'a. •• om-eelfta, lml••• •• traln ovael••• 

and oar clalldnll lnto a greater napeol tor lu aa hlDh m4 al.N• •• la1a 

a aore aollw a4 a more n.,a1 lnteree, la our cl9 goYerD111eal a4 in oar 

lnatl lut1ou. 

A taol fnqumll7 OYW1Mh4 l■ lhl■ I thal 1, la 11111 

decent oltl•• who nN14l••• the 00011..- an4 1, 1 ■ • •ho poan the 

gold 111,0 tha oot:t_.. of ,i. 1•1••• ou; lb&I lt la 1- who bu n4•e4 Oliae. 

!'beN la agn&I •l-t of bnoer187 la all ot u. 

Pr•••we)l.7, •• all lib '° ha.Ye a Proh1b1,1oa Lu on the etalule ltoolal lo 

•al•• al' oauola• a4 Nll-alooai Nllan ., halle '° ... Ollr ·-·· 

!ban la a gnat e1an, of hJpoorl•7 la Iha a•enp ♦■art.can wbo ltae to 

prof- •lr'118• whloh he i.. ao lJlt•,1• ot praotlotac. •• ... , 1•• fe 

the NMflt ot oUle people. 

MaQ of • YOM4 tor tm ProhlltltlOD La ....... 1, •Olll.4 do 

the •onf-• a pod '11n, with the n■u1, lbal 1, 1 ■ N _. 1lbo llaw Ille 

I 
\ 
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laooM paniea ad 1t. 1• ov eon• and daghwn •bo an obuiJlg 

&'boll\ with whlalq fiaalca. !bl workbg •• baa MIil ••ect bu., .. 

an go111g to Bell ~ 1\. 

•• au, lMl'll '° nepen U. 1•• which •• ■eh or no, 

maa thw. You lm.Gllr \mn la m .1 ... , ot plfto7 m4 lul••aa• la 

tbe whole 1178'• ~ Jmerloan llte, bul••• and indua\17. I nppoee a 

kt don't 7ao. forp\ thl•• ttha\ the pap\er hp 1---4 ttbl ,r1• ot 
of 

hlrbg htgh17 a1dll.tul lepl. tal•\ who can tight ttbl Lllf mad. t,/ ~ 

up Jupa and whole cl '7 aclalaiattrattlou. Be baa leane4 ,hla ttrlak fl'OIII 

respeo'-4 ._rlom bulan• praotloe. 

follos1Dg1 

".l nrprlalag 111111l'ber ot wr people. o\hezwl• of 

reapoaa1~111,7 1D \be QGIIDmll,7, ha•• drlfle4 lnto tbl ennor41zaar7 

notloa th&\ lawa an met. for tho•• who cbooN ,o o~ ,ha. And, 1n 

a4cll\10Jl, oar 1• nt ro __ , Nob\An7 la auttermc holl--, lD.flrml,s.a 

r1alnc oat of ita tieo>mtoail,t••• 1\a circulllooutlcma, lt• inftl4fN 

prooeclw•, and ,oo often, I regret, fro■ lllllftlol•I u4 ulinqaeal 

offlolal .. • 

people for 7eara pul of ,i. aee4 of a \boNap oYerhlmll11g of oar whole 

•7•'• ot orilllul J111\lN. be17 4- fllrnl■-a .-.pl•• of ,111 •-• 

of t.ba\ wbol• .... napeo\ tor 1• •blah ovcb' \o • oharao\erla\lo of a 

••lt-goftl'Dbg people.• 
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e mu, train ourHl ••• into 1"8K•-- for Law m4 

ov ahlldnn, our J•lah ch114nn. Jtor thrM tbouaand 7ean n prldN 

ourHlTN, ,,. J••• on being a nation lu-abicllng, 1-rn•bc, praotlaal~ 

free froa crlaa. 0ml' Rabbl• deolan4 ,hat it once 1n anmt7 yeara. once 

b 8"91l,7 ,_.., a Jew •aa fOU11d p.11'7 of nmrur, tlwn mu, • acaethinc 

wrong with the &mbeclrln, •1th the law courta which HDten•4 bla for 

crlm1nalit7 waa prao,1ca1.17 vnJr:N,iim la IdMl. 

Our recor4 in th1a c~try up to th• clqa ot Vol•teacl 

•u a clean record. Ve17 f• ot ov.r lk>ya NN foan4 1D '- Jail• lll4 

peaitentlal1.n of thi• COQDU7 and almoa, nou ot our glrla. Wbo ffff hear4 

of .1•• kllllllc? Who eftr __.4 of J- aa h1n4 •••ulMT 

Unfortunatel.7 the whirlpool of 101.e ..... which •• O'OWll 

to •ch terrlt1c power 1D th1• CJOWlt17 bu alao auo-4 bto lt aome ot oar 

Jewlah 10IIDg •n. J•l•h D81Dea an not mlaalng tou_v fl'OII the unbolJ noorda 

of bootlegen and g111lalen m4 racat•n and Tice leadfta and J .. tah 

quarten 1D all ot Iha larp cltl•• ot ,hla ooantr, an not free fr• Uae 

pea,UDN of Jeri ah g1111bl•a. And oar on c 1'7 ot Clevelarul and lta 

J•l•h 8Nllom an not free fl'OIII tl»ir prNwe .. 

°" lt l• •err har4 and Yery lUIPl-ant to int t:be 
easier 

fillpr of aaoua,1a acatnat 7oarHlTN. It l• mu.ch WDIII, I am 1111re, 

for llabbl to aav tu bootl•gpn, •Iv the¥ an It.iiana, Polea. In•, not 

7ou. Jilt that can• t be Mid. • ha•• oa.r t air propoftion of \':m- Aa4 

the probl• la oan, yoan a1l4 alu.-4 ••WJ J•l•h 1na,1tu11011 .... ffff6 

J•lah ~ a4 "-Pl• IID4 aohool la llllrina4 wllh lbal pnlallll. 

\ . 
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We haTe got to aaTe wr chllc!ra fraa ,ha.I seattul 

1nlqu.11-J. • haw got to IIUIT<JWld. than tram their earlleet oh114hoo4. 

•l'h nab _.4'Peat.1onal twllltle•• aab monl. &D4 e\hloal p1Aeno• 

aD4 \raining that ti., will lie oan and not the uadnlror141 •· 

Ancl •• ha-.e p\ to 411.•• froa ov a1u, aa lapen 

8Tff7 J• •bo •el• up oenlen of gaDllag and Tloe m4 Wqul.,. 1n a 

J•i•h nel&hborhood. 'l!he7 corrupt oar 70111h. ~area ■eve to ov 

bop and girl a. 

Jad laall.78 rq frl•cla• acsai D Iba &N4 •lAIII•'• la 

oo.r CJGl".!111111&1 llf• ..,, •Mr .... .....-■1w~ 1a,o \he 01ne.po11,1oa1 

llte. The uaduwor14 maba no oould.ftalale headlrw al- 11 l• allW 

wt,h &O.,.,•••• unl••• 1, hM won o-.er u ooafe61ratea1 polltlolm, 

... 1-era ot the lepalatlYe or aeoutlYe laocllea of a olt7. ftll wbol• .,.._ 

of ac1mln1a,rat1on 1n 11a:QJ pan• of the ooaa\r, require• oTerhaali., unlt.a­

tl01l. In maJV lnatancea 11 i■ too oompla. too unwlelq. But thl■ ca 

0111.T lMt cJ.one 1t and •hen the e4uca\or, the compe\at, \ba ao-calle4 decal 

cltl- of a cl'7 NI in and tab hold.. When 7011 penlt a olt7 '° tall 

int,o the bsnAa of protnaiODAJ. •ar4 heal.en and oblap pollticlau 700.. caa 

ezpen cna.17 a oondlt1on llh_.. Yioe rill flad a r••• alq 1n po11t1oa aza4 

thm you an ■old oul. 

I repeal •bal I sa14 al the n,.,. In ,i. ma len or 

twent7 19an the .Aaerloan people wlll b&Ye lo t~ 1\ ad wl\h ,i. 

aderworla. •1th thl• •Pln of ar1M wbloh •• haTe pGllll'-4 lo N 

ee\abllahel la ow ■ldel an4 osaq the tllolaptfu.l - aD4 •••• who na4 

the ■lgu of U. llM■, wbo Jmow whal 1■ go1q oa, a17 .. IIIIIJ 1d.11 nl~ 
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to \be \ult wlll the Amarloan people tree l\Ml.f fr011 U.. \entaolea 

of thi• oo\upu •ht.oh 1• atrangliag our Amarioan lite. 

!hi 011.mln&l bu lmrle4 a ohal.lenp to Amert 

daaonM7, to our fne 1na\1\u\lone, to oar p.._ and HOUl1.~. 1, 

la hl&b 11- tba\ •• taa up tha gauntlet ID4 ••• \ha ohaJJenp. 



THE SHADOW OF 1'HE UNDERWOBLD IS OVER 
OUR CITIES 

BY 

RABBI ABBA. HILLEL SILVll 
A.T THE 1'EMPLE, 

SUNDAY, April 19th,1931. 

The shadow of the underworld has fallen over our large 

citiea
1

and it is growing blacker and more menacing day by~. ently 

stench our own city of Cleveland was treated to a sensational 

of which filled the nostrils of our community, during trial the 

operationa of the underworld were indicated, fully revealed. 

flareup of 

does exist in 

trial was Just tbe dramatic 

charges or in playing t 

every large city in our country. 

interested this morning in making a:n.y sensational 

role of a lone hand reformer. What I want to 
. 

speak to you about s morning ia common and public knowledge, facts which 

daily obtrude them lves upon everyone who reads the daily newspapers and 

facts which are ausing consternation in thoughts of men and women in our 

country; fact ,which to my mind, constitute the most serious social problem 

next to un loyment, confronting the American people to~. 

out with the 

V In the next decade or t"?f America will have to fight it 

- C ~ . A V 
underworldl and no quarter can ask ta bn..,.given. --Wb•¥ PDJtU., 

~L co 11•1 tlfttlh. Either the power of organized crime, of gangsters. 

gamblers. grafters and gunmen will be totally and completely broken in this 

countr1, or our--institutione will go down to defeat. The two can not live 

' side by aide. Na, ttmr ttte noz prOpertt w111~ s 
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You ~ think that I am exaggerating, but I ~ assure 

you that I am not. What the American people is confronted with todq is 

--not a phenomenon of 1M number of criminals, few or many as the case might 
I 

be. The American people today is confronted with an empire of crime. It 

is not dealing now with a few lone wolves who 
\1 , 

iC oa their OJl~, prey upon 

··=-·- . .:::.. - ----the public-~? C Iha && at Wn JR■ a o &@it tiii a I ja e&a, k 

a highly organized system of crime and criminals, tremendously rich, engaged 

in illicit traffics amounting to billions of dollars annually, ~hi f. CA.ot 

summon to ~ defence the beat legal minds of the country.~ ' 

warked behind corrupt politicians, prosecutors, Judges, police and whole 

city administrations1bought and paid fo~ 

( Y:u are fac- lWZl""'a situation of a government within a 

government, 

province of crime within o 

zed, financed, well-organiaed and protected 

national economy . .And let no one underestimate 

its power or its vast ram icationa. 

It has been reliably estimated that the toll which the 

racketeers extort from the American public annually amounts to between twelve le 
..._.fourteen billions of dollara. Thia ia three times what it costs to run ~ ... 
fted.Jaral government. Every citizen in the United States is paying an incane 

tax to crime amounting to about one hundred and forty dollars a yea:r, which --
is larger than the inca:ne tax paid to the Federal Government. This ~ribute 
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v 
paid to twentieth century piracy is unparalleled and unprecedented 

in the history of the world. 

It has been estimated that close on to fifteen percent 

of the total national wealth of America passes through the bands of 
. ONL " i u v----·--

boot leggers, racketeers, aa- gamblera/'~very year. 

W.(.().l+Jl, 
What ru ni:~.....i ... iiil is not.- isolated 

.l,JJ;&-'O~•-l .. JT .... Fll!miilli -■« , ;;r TS fir tu ) I tin an ':!!! of criminality/ 

stretching from the Atlantic to the Pacific, centered and fortressed in 

every large city of this country, commanding the most powerful instrumentf 

of self preservation and aggression - ~ely money. We have endowed crime 

in 

Now let ' ot the citizens of other cities flatter themselves 

that they ~re immune; it is only Chicago which is a nest full of crime. 

Chicago is not at all uniq e in its record. It is not the only citadel of 

lawlessness in America. ETery city has a citadel of lawlessness. The size 

depends upon local conditi~s. 

For the l~at ten years a gang of hoodlums, the off-acouringa 

of the earth, have held tha~ great city of Chicago by the throat, ever since 

the Volstead Act opened up tlhe flood gates of wealth and poured gold into 

the coffers of bootleggers. • Tbs story of the domination of the criminals 

over the life of that city, ~he story of their feuds, the story of their 
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has been indicted for bribery." 

this lurid sequence of events. charges of 

misfeasance in offic have now been filed against the M~or and District 

Attorney, looking to their removal by the Governor, and a sweeping 

investigation of th entire city and county government has been ordered 

by the State Legisl 

Rabbis said: {quote Hebrew) 

11 The sword comes i the world because of justice being delayed and 

because of justic being perverted." 

holds true of 

have not 

of crime 

Now what is true of Chicago and of New York, I am certain 

other cities which have not yet been exposed or which 

themselves to a critical self examination. Our record 

ling, unprecedented, unmatched anywhere in the world. 

We have a population a little over twice the size of._ 

:Q.11 ted K1Rgd111 ef Great :Britain. population in our 

jails , fifty times, rt,l..tasm~d -iilelll~A-1-te,-\~ortt:--,~rat1~~~➔M~e~r~il!'fm1P.ihn!l!&r.llt'le,-.,wrthrcior-t:id~ag~tttt~tbtr 
n Engiand Jails are being closed down one by one. 

irhere .ar• -AO-~muat• -I-or- them. In lhe Unitecl State& wtr-csn 1t btlild them 

. A swolen stream_ of crime,now rising to flood tide proportions 11 

s1;;i~our country. Illa 1110 iG&pdhiibte ?bi ~W 1tJ{,;:J-~ '1£ 
• ,.. I c only speak of things this morning. The Volstead 

Act ha.a of courae co tributed to lawless eas tremendously since ita enactment 

because eaeneae profitable, scale heretofore unknown,-

prof 1 table and therefore lucrative and herefore alluring. 
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II went into exile, t ey too 
valuables with them and were said 
to have disposed of them privately 
abroad. 

The principal treasures of thP 
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Continued from Pa~e One. 

valved in criminal law enforcement. 
" In his inaugural address, Presi­

dent Hoover referred to disregard 
and disobedience of law as the most 
malign of the dangers confronting 
t State. 

"'A surpri!!lng number of our peo­
ple , otherwise of responsibility in the 
community,' the President declared 
on another occasion, 'have drifted 
in t o the extraordinary notion that 
laws are made for those who choose 
to obey them. And, in addition, our 
law enforcement machinery is suf-

1 
fering from many infirmities arising 
ou ot its technicali t ies , its circum­

NEL- locutions, its involved procedure, and 
I oo often , I regret , from inefficient 

--.1- and delinquent official . ' 
OR~ 
an. F e<"d of o,·erhauUng l 'St<>m. 

"Abundant evidence has been 
FBO~l b th A • l hatlan, spread efot·e e merican peop e 
alnlng, 1 for years past of the n ed of a thor­ROS. 

OC'ATED 
Is clostng 
nd other 
therefore 

notes and 
. Weaver, 

D ACCI­
Interbor­

own train 
ornlng of 
cate with 
26 Broad• 

ough overhauling of our whole system 
of criminal justice. Every day fur­
n! hes examples of the absence of 
that wholesome re p ct for la•f' 
which ought to be characteristic of a 
self-governing people. 

"This condi ion has !ed in aJl parts 
of the country to a general overhaul­
ing of the machinery of justice at 
the hands of bar associations, judi­
cial councils and official and unoffi­
cial crime commissions. Legislation, 
however, follows after exposure of 
evils only slowly and afar off. 

"Conservatism always characterizes 
the bar, and adherence to tradition 
appears to be more persistent in this 
country than in older land , so that 
institutions brought to this hemi­
sphere by our forefathers are still 
cherished, long after they have been 
discarded as outworn in the land of 
th tr birth. 

"Bit by bit some improvements 
have been made here and there in 
criminal procedure. At the same 
time, in mo t of the AmPrican States 
a retrograde proces of far-reaching 
irnportancp ha taken pla e in the r -
duction of the judg . f1 om a posi­
tion of independPnce to th level of 
ordinary administrative officials, 
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once appointed 
immune from 

Mayoral Interference in his 
work, although the Mayor 
should have power to remove 
him from office for cau e at 
any time. Along with all this 
should go the purging of poli­
tics from the judiciar.y by 
using the plan of appoint­
ment and life tenure which 
has been applied to the Fed­
eral courts from the begin­
ning and has demonstrated 
its effectiveness there. 

• • • 
ASIMPLIFIED city c 

ter, a shorter ballo , 
Jess frequent elections 

and the removal of the ju­
diciary from politics - the 
changes would make the 
maintenance of decent gov­
ernment less difficult. But 
they will not solve the prob­
lem of keeping public offi­
cials on the straight path. 
We shalJ bt,ve crookedness in 
spite of all lhe automatic 
safeguards so long as larg .. 
sections of the people are 
minded to condone it, and the 
fundamental problem is how 
to get these people differently 
minded. ,:;I 

That problem, in fact, goes 
right to the vital of dem -
racy. For democracy will not 
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e Fight of His Life" 
eted his return from a sun-and-rest cur,e 
ker prepares to give battle to his accusers. 

well to 
give a ummary of the 
many- ided ituation about 
which th country has 

be n reacling for montl1 . 
Thi~ is suppli d by Paul 

Y. And r on, writing for 
th t. Loui • Post-Di patch: 
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g thi" lur· uenee of v n g of mi ce 
Y now filed again t ayor an ct 

kin t emoval by th rnor, and a · p-
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