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!IBELS OF THE BIBLE 

BY 

RAdB I ABBA IULL .... L SIL VER 
THi TE!.1PLE, CL.b]V LAND 

APRIL 26th,1931 

One of the great miracles of the Bible is its supreme 

hwnanity. The Biole is a complete and accurate miracle of human life. 

very mood of life, nearly every emotion in human life, every perplexing 

thought is reflected in one book or another , on one nage or anot~er, 

of the Bible. 

The Biole employee every conceivaole medium of nhysical 

expression, every vehicle as a mea."1S for the portrayal and expression of 

all the experiences of men. Lyric poetry, epich poetry, the roverbs, 

memoirs , epistles, the drama a.."'ld a fine realism, a re~.1 rkable sense of 

history and a ripened and seasoned vista re in evi ence throu~hout the 

Bi le. 

~housands of men and wanen pass across itepa~es; saints 

and sinners, heroes a."'ld cowards, kings an oeggers. They are all hum n. 

_hey a r e .ot mere punp s or mani ins pon which to drape a moral lesson. 

~hey are flesh and olood. The Bible never idealizes human beings; hardly 

a saint without his feet of clay, hardly a sinner without his to ch of 

Gociliness. 

he immortal eroes of our i le, J bra.ham, ,oses and David 

never 1 ave t e hands of the Bi lical interpreters ·ithout having their 

faults and frailties sharply ointed out. 

-he Bi le never eulogizes the deity and never deifies 

humanity. an is not God and therefore man is not perfect. His destiny is 
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to strive after perfection. However, t e Bible never h iliates man. 

It never makes man feel his utter a.i-id complete worthlessness. ·'"an' s 

life is not a (Hebrew word) delusion. Aan 1 s efforts do possess cosmic 

merit. Han has his limita.tione,his finite, he is subject to mortality, 

pain, sickness, old age, death. He can't always realize his ar.ibitions; 

his food and drink are not nectar and ambrosia of God but bread rung 

from his soul by the sweat of his crow. 

d yet man's life is not altogether insignificant. 

11 ./:an is made in tne image of God. 11 Bven the finite moves in the stre s of 

infinity. 11 , a."1 is ade a little lower than the angels. 11 

And so~nethi:ng else of special importance does tne Bible 

emphasize, - the reletion of man to God. And thi ori. s me to the dis

cission of this morning, tne re els of tne Biole. 

The same moral law which God created, even as He created 

the peysical laws of nature, the same law is binding pon God as it is ·pon 

His creatures. 'The King, .i. self, who made the law is s ject to the same 

law which He made for his subjects. 

God is not a willful divine tyrant. God, imself is subject 

to those laws of justice, and love which .. e, !iimself, established for the 

universe. rherefore man and God as far as moral life is con~erned, belong 

to one fraternity, as it were •. an can appeal what he regards as the unjust 

acts of Divinity to the tribunal of the moral law which God created. 

~herefore Abraham could sa;y when he feels that God has not 

fulfilled the full requirements of the moral law in his relation to the given 

situation, braham can challenge Divinity and say (Hebrew) ~ill the Judge 
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of the w.ciole world not do .justice7 11 

So that in the Bi ole JOU ~ill find no r!len cri~iging 

ef ore Divinity. Ju' is never ta ~ht me i a dumb s'J.bmiss ion. T ... s:i.t is 

wh you will find almost every prin·iple of religion wnic' e have 

come to accept as an axiom, questions, uouoting , challenging of so e 

s1ceptics of the Bible, existe::ice, unit of ad, His r:ioral administration 

of the world, free will, rewarded punishment, immortalit i all these 

principles are here a.:id Lhere questioned by ~ome one of the Bible and 

they are questioned not as a matter of metaphysical speculation. _hese 

prooler:is are presented not or intellectual solution in the Bible. The 

Bible is not a oook of philosophy. he Biole is a record of the religious 

experiences of men an ,omen. 

hese questions leap tote lips of a ma~ or a woman 

oecause some tragic e. ergency in his or her life, some cruel experience, 

some se:ise of injustice suffered, sor.:e feeling o bavin..,. bee!'l victimized 

y fate, forces this thought ~pon the believer; the deat h of the young, 

suffering of the innocent, (He rew) suf ering of the righteous , ( .e rew) 

the peace of the wicked, the i expl3.L le, see .ingl unjust phe::i.omena of 

life. _hese are the t'1ings hat make these men • d wome!'l question d 

requently turn tiem into reoels. 

I ,a'!! to speaK ol' three of tne , t· is , 1orning . One of 

them vas a prophet, l:Uldou tedl t: e reatest of the prophets, Jere, iah. 

Like all prophets Jeremiah had his dark moments. I~ one 

o these dar moments he hurls this challenge to Deity: 11 (Heorew) 
. 

11 hou art rignteous O Lord, yet I will hold a "dispute of it. 11 (. e rew) 
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(Hebrew) 11 I , ill speak : ith tnee concerni g tne needs o • f ndamental 

j stice, . ny is t ' e \,ay of the \,icked pros ::>erous? 11 (He rew) 11 ,ny are 

all those \'I o eal treacherously at peace? 11 

Enere is the old 13.i!lt of men who want to understand 

God's moral ma.'1.agement of the orld. y does the good man suf er. 

does the evil man ·prosper? ~hat 's alvays a fled the believer and Jeremiah, 

the prophet, is baf ~led and in his numan impet~osity ne wo~ld urge upon od 

swiftly to correct this injusti~e. 11 Pull them out like sheep for slaughter. 

nd prepare t em for the da.. of slaughter. 11 Put a q ick end to the wi ~ed, 

reward tne rigbteo and the people will !mo that .!1hou rt od a.--id e -ery-

od till be ri~hteous. 

A."'ld Jeremiah in his calmer moods after the sp irit of 

rebellion is ner ps llieted ithin .. im, re lize th t od 1 s way is the 

wiser vay . If all wronP was in t ntly punished a"'ld ~11 right instantl 

r ew- rded there would be no merit tall to nort lity nd ~orality. -his 

is the ethics of' nd Take . 1 A r itzwah perfor ed, i medi tely you re 

aid for it. _hat's ab siness .ot o lity . _1e highest or lit is the 

disinterested type, t' e doi~g of g ood for good 1 s own sake;and tne re 1ard of 

goodness , fllI]{ is goo ness itself; nd the p isnment of sin is sin itself. 

It takes a man of ener L1sig .. 1t , of .1 L er u."'l ·erstanding to realize that 

the essence of morality , the very heart of moral life is the doing of good for 

its own sake, even tno hit involves suifering and sacrifices. A...~d the 

.. 1obili ty of r an, the m jesty of the human soul is evia.enced only whe .. a ma..~ 

lives the noble life and performs his .oral d ty in spite of trez endous costs 

involved. 
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3ut Jeremi ah reoells in his oar ~o~ents against it· s 

, en have since in ~11 t i mes a~u in all enerations . 

no t n- r one of t h ..., re els of the Bible was 'cclesiastes . 

Before I pass on to Jcclesi2stes, I shoulu like to point out one other 

type of' re ellion of mich prophets ere requently capable, of which 

Jeremian was an example. 

So1!letimes they rebelled agaimst their own f ate , their own 

estiny, an tneir o mission. A great man 'DO lives for a great ideal 

is oftentimes vict~ ized by his ideal, suffer s for it . en misunderstand 

hi m. ...,n mock and taunt him. .en pain him and he o·J.lcl like to 

surr ender his mission , he ~ould like to throw off the J oke of the burden 

of the great things placed upon him by destiny . He would like to esc pe. 

Jere .dc.h tried it . e rebelled against ving been chosen for 

rophetic leader hip . He wanted p eace and !:liet: 11 0 Lord thou ast enticed 

m , an I l s e. ticed. Thou h st overcome , .. e , d hast prev~iled: I 

ecome a 1~ ghine-stock all t he day, ever ·one mocketh ~e .. . Be ~use the 

\: Ord of t he Lord i s made reproa h unto ~e an d derisi on all the d y . 11 

h t me. I m becor1e t h e t rge t of tneir cynicis-i , of 

t he ir conterrmt . ... 

11 nd 1· f I - I • 11 t • t • " va ::io .. • Ke me. 10n o ... y more 

in i name , 11 I ~,,, t 'h r"" "' 11 _ ·11 . t h..,. re 1· s .1·.,., ...,.._ •• ~ o .. ~. - - ... he t, s lt ·,ere , ourning 

ire s . ut ·.iu in . y one n · I ,ear m self to old it in t c~nnot . 11 

nd so the re e l l ion i t er e • nd the ans ·,er to the spit it of 

rebellion. gr eat ~-ui c n not escape nis destin uc h s he would like to . 

Once 1ou have ~n i d.eA-1 a.'1.d it i"' r eal, alt o,,~h it ore s " O , ou can ' t 

scape it . It enters right into our ones like burnin~ f ire . Yo ma rebel 
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c\.gainst it but it has possessed you and :forever after you are the victim 

of your ideal, both the kine and t ~ e slave, one a~d t he same. 

I said that the second great rebel of the Bible was this 

anonimous man who goes by the name of Koheleth, Ecclesiastes, a profound 

sceptic. Re questions not only God's management of the universe but the 

value of every human experience. 

11 You say that life has meaning, that life has purpose. 11 I say 

(Hebrew) 11 Va.ni ty of Vani t everything is va..11i ty. 11 

11 You say tha t the goal of human life ought to be acquisition of 

wisdom , to lear!1. more and grow in knowledge." I say: 11 ! put my baart to seek 

and to search out wisdom concerning all thing s tha t are under h8aven . A.."ld I 

found that it is a sore task; t hat God hath given to the sons of en. 11 (Hebrew) 

11 The more wisdom the more vexation." (Hebrew) 11 Ai."ld the man who increaseth 

knowledge increasetl1 sorrow. 11 11 ,he fool and t he wise are alike . he sarne fate 

overtakes ther.1 -both. n 

n You s ay there is progress in the world, that man should strive 

to mru e this a better world in which to live; t hat mankind can rise to higher 

levels. u « ebrev,) I say, 11 That which is crooked can not be made straight, 

that which is wa..."1.tine cannot be numbered .... And there is no thin new under the 

sun. 11 

11 Ybu say, .nan is made in the image of God, the sumr.1it of destiny . 

.:'hat makes dest·ny higher than tha t of the beast of t ne field." I say, 11 That 

which befalleth the sons of men befalleth the beast. As one dieth so dieth 

the other; yea, theJ have all one reatb; so t ... at man hath no preeminence above 

the beast; for all is vanity." 

"You say, that .,od favors the good and punishes the evil. I say, 
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11 All thi gs co .. e alike to all: ther is one event to t' e ri=>hteous a:id 

to the wicked; to the g-ood a=id to the clean ::md to the 1.,lean, to hi.. 

, at sacrificeth . d to 1. im th· t sacrif iceth not; s is t'.e good. so is 

t' e sinner . 11 

_·ow nothine in the literat!.lre of the 1vorld, nowhere, will ;you 

find a.nyt 11ing more devastating of t ne r:ho le moral structure of society 

th~"'l this enetratint; scepticism of ...;cclesiastes. nd it is a iracle th t 

the Bible includes this !ook of Ecclesiastes. _his represents the thinkin:::, 

mood to w11ich en and v,omen are suoject d· ing .e ·r lives, rtieularly in 

their olQ age and it should by all means find a place in that enc·clopadia 

o urna."1 thought, t.e Bible. And it does finu a place in it. A.~d if one 

were to take this scepticism serio sly and ermit it to dominate one's 

thinking and action one would · e beaten before starting out in life. Int at 

ay lies madness. 

And so the ook properly ends with this sentence whether by Koheleth 

h • self or by some later editor of .the Book: 11 After all is said and done, 11 fter 

you have speculated and :nedi tated and indulged in the luxury of pessi .. ism , 

(He· rew) ever argument having been heard, 11 ~'ear God and do his commandments 

for t .. t is the whole man . 11 

.he secret of lie is in trying to live a righteous life, doing the 

natever satisfactions ca."1 co .. e into life c !l come only as a result of 

doing the good that every happiness may be yours , ca."1 only be derived fro"ll that 

life . Life h sits 1 itations, life h~s its frustrations but if there is 

a."'ly measure of atisfaction, of contentment , of happiness that can be obtained 

out of life , it can be gotten only out of fearing God and d~ing his commandments , 

or that is the whole of man . 
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.. y soul is weary of my life; 
I will give free course to my co~laint; 
I~ ill speak in the oitterness of so 1. 
I will sey unto od: ~o not conde me; 
:.a1{e me .KllOW wherefo::-e Thou contendest wi tn me. 
Is it good unto Thee that Thou shouldest oppress, 
That Thou shouldest despise the work of '!'hy hands, 
And shine upon the counsel o • the wicked? 
Hast Thou eyes of flesh, 
Or seest Thou as man seeth? 
Are Thy days s the ys of man, 
Or ':h years as a man I s days, 
Th~t Thou inquirest after mine iniquity, 
And searchest after my sin, 
Although !'hou knowest that I shall not be conde ed: 
And there is none that can eli ver out of Thy nd7 
·~hy bands have framed me and fashioned me 
~ogether round about; yet !'hou dost destroy meJ 
Remember , I beseech _bee, that 
Thou hast f~shioned me as clay; 

nd il t T'!OU ring me into dust a.gai:1? 
Hast .hou not poured me out as milk, 
And c ..irdled ne like cheese? 
_hou hast clothed me ~ith skin a.~d lesh, 
And knit me together with ones d sinews. 
-hou hast granted me life nd f vour, 
And Thy providence hath preserved my spirit. 
Yett e e thipg rhou did t ' ide in -h:r heart; 
I lmow tat this is with Tee; 
I:f I sin, then Thou m.-u-kest me, 
And Tho wilt not acq it me from mine iniquity. 
I I oe wic ed, woe unto me; 
nd if I be ri -.teous , · et shall I not lift p my head -
eing filled ith i .o.iny 

And looking upon mine affliction. 
Ann if it exalt itself, Thou huntest me as a lion; 
And again Thou sho est Thyself narvellous uuon me . 

nou renewest Thy itnesses against me, 
nd incre sest -hine indi 0 ation upon me , 
~ Iost succeeding hot gainst me. 

herefore then hast Thou bro ght me forth out of the v10mb? 
,lould th t I n d perished, and :1.0 eye had seen me t 
I should h ve been Rs tho h I had not been; 
I should have been carried from the w0mb to the rave. 

e not my d s few? cease then, 
And let me alone , t iat I may take cornf'ort a little, 
efore I o hence I shall not return, 
ven to tl e 1 nd of darkness ~"ld of the shadow of death; 

A land of thick da.r ess, as uarkness itself; 
1 nd of the shadow of de th, i thout any order 

And where the light is as darkne s. 
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And thus through chapter after chapter of that mortal 

drama one hears the agonized cry of this aflicted soul, this a r·onized 

groping in the darkness of his world, seeKing in the midst of his 

physical suffering some spiri tu.al stability, trying to understand why 

God permits the righteous to suffer. 

At long last peace does come to the soul of Job. The 

poet makes God really reveal himself to Job out of the ' whirlwind and 

makes God, Himself, speak to Job: 

11 Job t ou art human. Thou cans 1 t not understand the mystery 

of the Divine pen and the Divine mind. The laws of the universe are the 

Creator's home . 11 Ma..."1 1 s mind is finite and limited and must forever be 

unable to solve these riddles of life. It is enoug;h for rran . And God 

has placed within him a moral law, to do good, to seek the good a--id to 

pursue it . And in that striving after the fine and the good and the noble 

man should try to find tne complete s tisfa.ctions of his life. ·iran does 

not suffer physically because of his s ·ns. :fan is not rewarded physically 

because of his virtues. 1an 1 s rewards and punishments are inner rewards 

and punishments. So that you, Job, torn and afflicted as you are mu.st find 

solace, comfort and inspiration in the thought t h tin your moral life you 

a.re at one v1ith God. That still re1:1 i:1s you:r sanct a:ry, r.rherein you till 

remain Lord and King,even though outwardly you have been b6aten and battled 

by fortune, even t ao h in physical thin"s you are a pauper now and shot 

through with pain. .1an' s empire is the emp ire of mind and spirit. Therein 

the righteous man i~ Lord and master and the wicked n is slave. 11 

And Job knelt humbly before this new reflection which.had 

come to him and submits and is satisfied. 
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_here are other rebels in the Bible . I c::in not 

spe - of all o t. e~ . ~ufficeth it to sa th t hen you et into a 

mood s~ch s th~t of Jeremiah or cclesiastes or Job a~d ou feel 

that that mood means the end of religion, the end of ·aith; th t that 

ood definitely and cor,pletel va.::~is~es God frolli the vorld, go ·ck 

tot .. e pages of your Bi le d see ho men , t ousands of years ago 

,,restled with the same problem a.."1d ended up :10t in lesser faith but in 

eater faith. IL is out of the deptus tnat men irst begin really to 

call upon God. 
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