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T• TIDES VOLU I 011 SWEEP O l 

BY 

RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
~ TE:.'PLE, ~11 IDAY 

.!1-AY 3d, 1931 

In 1492 the last of the Jews were exiled from Sp in by 

the decree of expulsion of King Ferdinand and Q-iee:1 s oella. 

In 1931 the last of those ~ho inherited the crown of 

King Ferdinand a.~d q,ueen Isabella were exiled from Spain by the decree of 

t1 e people. 

Alpha so XII I v:as ri ve:1 out of his own continent y one 

oft e most peaceful, amazingly, orderl and swift revolutions k:l.own to 

history. Spain has thus joined he ranl<s of t e great de.:ocracies of the 

orld. Spain wnich in a sense has been the most medieval nd reactionary 

country in urope bas .1ow shaken off the snackles of medieval monarchy, of 

ecclesiastical do ination and is facing the dawn of a new day of freedan. 

Spain is a glamorous country and its history is a glnmorous 

one. _he greatest disaster :hich ever ef'ell that country was the expulsion 

of one quarter of a million Jews a.."'1.d some eight hundred thousand : .. oors from 

the country. 

en t e Je 8 and .:oora lived in pain, Spain ~as the center 

of culture, art, science, commerce and wealth. The vmole of Europe looked t~ 

.:,:;t:,in and to the marvelous ,foorish civilization. Europe sent i te best sons 

to the universities founded by the .. osle.ns in ~pain, to stlldy. 'i th the 

expulsion of t~ese people, the Jews d the oors, induced by narrow 

reli~ious intolerance, t l e decline of Sp in set in. 
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There was an afterglow in the 8ixteenth enta.ry 

esJeci~lly under t~e reign of Charles V when Spain 1as the master of 

Europe and possessor of practicall the ~ ole of the' estern hemisnhere 

which was discovered and. settled upon b • panish explorers and 

conq erors. 

But the life blood h d been dra;ned from it nd soon 

decline, sharp, mnazingly sudden, set in. ·o that ·p in ec ne · f ro:n 

being the first rate power of Europe, a third rate power avid sa.~k ·nto 

economic, dorm nt, political, social, religious reaction o me iev~lism. 

A..vid it is just no e~aergi from it. ~he tide of li eralism seemingly 

h:,s now reached eve:i t' e s ' ores of Sp:1in. 

The Re ~blic which has : ow ee. set ~P under the leaders: ip 

of Za ~ora through nat one ig.11t call a; odel! revolution, a revolution 

acco plished not by oullets b t b oallot. reall a model revolution, -

the Republic which has thus been e sta lis"i1ed 1 is certain not to have ver 

s Joothe sailing in the approximate f ture. _.aere re any signs s owing 

tr ing times for the new democracy. 

In the first place the forces w ich overthrew the .onarchy, 

while united in the over-throwing oft e monarchy e worl s ·part in their 

world outlook. The r.iain objective attained they may be counted upon to fly 

apart. ...here have lweys been separatist tendencies in Spain. Certain 

peoples have lways soug'1t these intensions, the rovince of Basque, Catalonia, 

Valencia and they nay now cause the new republic \!onsider ble trouble. 

Likewise the separation of' Church and State ill not be 

acco~plished very amica ly. That is not how the church yields to a separation. 
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But whatever is likely to happen in S11a.in, whether 

the Republic will continue or whether the mo~arcby will IKKIU:U ret rn 

for a brief spell before its final efeat, this is certain; that the 

monarchial government in Spain is through, outlived. It has become an 

anachronism there as elsewhere in the orld. The new social setup and 

ne econOt3ic forces in the world no longer have use for t:at particul r 

for:n of government and peoples 1mve been urying t'1at for.,1 of govern.rnent 

either decently or indecentl~ as the case may be. 

The revolt began ,ay back in the days of Cromwell in the 

middle of the Seventeenth Century in ~ngla~d. The . erican revolution 

and the rench revol tions at the close of the ighteenth Century gave 

a soluti two er shin olows from which it n ver recovered .. he revel tion 

o • 1830 practically signed the death varr t of monarchjism in ope. _he 

·orld ar destroyed the last of the great a ol tist powers in Europe, the 

Czar of all the Russians and scrapped two emper rs wi10 flirted vlith 

a osolutism powers in . :u.stri·a Hun0 ary and in Germany. Political li eralism, 

democracy , ecame inevitable once the middleman began to rise to po\er , once 

the industrial revolution placed wealth and therefore power in the hands of 

the new class, the traders, the ercha~ts a,d them :ufacturers. The old 

system of monarcey vith its medieval tradition of caste and privilege was too 

inelastic and too cumbersome for the new class of middleman who wanted as 

little interference b,,r government in their airs as possible . d quite 

n· turally looked ith favor upon ~r movenent which vou.ld deprive royalty of 

any or 11 of :Its power. Therefore control of government was placed in the 

hands of the peop,le who at that time were the middle class ,-the laboring 

classes did not yet c01L,t. . anarchy as then what .. arx would call the 

Dialecti~s of history. Here and there a monarch survived through the local 



conditions of his country, out the tides of life 1ere sweeping on. 

·-hey were bound to overtake it in the long r-llll. and swallow it up. 

De~ocracy was triumphant. 

Towards the cose of the Tineteenth Century and the 

beginning of the Twentieth Century the unsettled conditions which followed 

the iorld War gave the autocrat and the dictator another and perhaps his 

last opportunity . Parliamentary government seened to break down especially 

in efeated or in economically pr ostrated countries like Portugal, Spain, 

Italy• Turkey. Russia, Pola.--id md l:ungary. 

In u.--isettled post-bellum days dictatorsh ip again raised 

its head. alf a dozen dictators sprang up in Europe. And for a time 

these dictators were actually hailed by the ver y people over whom they 

exercized t'eir dictatorial power. Demo racy for a time became discredited 

even a-nong the d , ocrats. It became the f a question the dogmas 

of dernocracy, to point out its weaknesses oeca se dictators of the type 

of ~ussolini mocked a.--id jeered at de.ocracy. . . ssolini spoke of t he Go dess 

of Li erty as that rotting carcass. Lenin of ussia spoke of democrac ae 

3ourgeoise illusion. Pils dski of Poland spoke of it as of a prostitute. 

J!Or four or five years the glow of dictatorship and dictators 

were extolled. aen seemed to forget the ma.in ~urrents of history. They 

oecame impressed with the eddies and cross currents with the surface of things • 

.:hey forgot the tides which were sweepL"lg on. But life moved on and after 

a brief reign the . y are 1930 and 1931 saw a new revolutionar movement weeping out 

the dictators and restori g the democratic government. y, ec use autocracy 

is 1asteful and inefficient in our present social system. 

I remember some five years ago in an address which I delivered 

here in the city I t ook occasion to point out at tDe time when aesiam wae being 
• 
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extolled and praised oy American tourists who had returned from Italy, 

that the victories of dictatorship are early victories, not l a sting ones; 

that dictators~ip speeds up government . For a time it speeds p government 

and then is ensnarled in its own bureaucratic net . It oecomes the prey of 

corruption, :favoritism a:id wilf'ulness and it has no means at ha:id by wc1ich 

to correct these abU.ses . Ultimately it leads a country to fi:i.ancial bank­

ruptcy and to moral decay . It is much more speedy than when you have to 

consult people &"1.d pass laws through bodies of people. ..~en are sometimes 

deluded by it and think that dictatorship is more efficient than democracy. 

:Out before very long the faults of t his 1<:ind of' gover::1.ment become apparent, 

over-centralization which goes with dictatorship in the long run spells defeat . 

It became frightfully cumbersome, much more inefficient tha.'11 the agencies of 

the democracy before graft began to creep i:i. 

'Vithin the last month I read rticle by a keen ooserver 

of uropean affairs which confir ed my judgment of five years a 0 0. The article 

appears t his month in the Scribner's .~a,p-azi:ie az-.. d is called "Twilight of the 

Dictators. 11 I c ne across the following statements: 

"It must also be :wted that the psychological reaction -:i,g~inst 

ictatorship is gaining, even among the unimportant masses. 11 

The !i.uthor proceeds to take up in parti ular t· e case o Italy 

where dictatorship has manifested its ~inest qualities and its greatest success 

and he in die ts the dictators ip of the •'ascis ts in Italy on six scores and 

shows where it has utterly and miseraoly failed. 

\ "Italy has been the pet example of as ccessful dictatorship, 

and therefore I propose to _-iote first some of the Italian "errors and osurdities11 
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hich are tJpical of dictatorships a."1. w. ic are t ·mrk for the fall 

of ussolini 1s regime; Bud~et manipul ion, artificial stabilization, 

raft of illions, waste of' billions, ~:ar preparations costing billio:is, 

suppression of parliament, press, public asser.-ibly, free masonry , or a.11 

critical, controlli:ig factors ." 

"The crisis whi1;h -~ ssolini &nits at last ca:1. ot oe 

the result of the America.---i crisis "tiecause it bega.."l in Italy i::i 1925. In 

that yea:r a.--id i::i the ears w} ich followed, until 1929, it ,as cleverly hidden 

from the general pu lie by manipulation of the budget, treas~ry alances, 

-~d various official out .ot necessarily true fi~ancial stateme~ts. 

European econo ists and fina.cial experts knew this. Perh:ps it is possi le 

that the American bankers did not. That t ey do t present is evident." 

-he author proeeeds in et aetail to indi~ate that the 

dictatorship of ,ussolini is driving Italy to financial b nkruptcy not to 

speak oft: e budget of setting y v st ~ilitary m chine which might 

c QSe serious trouble throughout Europe . 

nd tnat as the case too of the diet torship in Spain and 

true also of m -::iy of the cou::itries in South. t:rica w1ich have rece:itly 

revolted. And so t e r ·volu .. • ion r .ove· ent i sweeping these nsea.do­

Sllperior men, these n:en on horseoac·'.:, these saviors o!' society into the 

scr p heap. _he same story is tr e in countries like Chin, India, nd 

In o-~hin. Chi,~ as been i-::i recent years oestirring itself out of its 

centuries old slumber. Chin, is dema.'"'l.ding freedom, 

tion :id the end of foreign irrroeri l exploitation. 

tional self determin· -

I.di thr c-h t1e prop etic voice of "'andhi is e.!la--iding 

the self-a~.e thi ? , f reedom or demo rac d the end of foreign dominion 

nd exploitation. China a.d Indi ~re destined to\ in th ir reedom. -hey 
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may face man. . d per·.aps loody tribulations in the years to come out 

it is ,rittea i. the stars that these people together represe~ting the 

s,. o a oillio:i. h na:i oeings , a villion human beings, s1all be free. 

It is interesting to ~1ote in this co:mection th- t the 

over'!Ullents which are op ressin !ld domina.t i:-16 these eople n..."ld den"' i::i 

t e.~ their freedom are themselves de;nocracies. Engla-:id, ~ ra:-ice a.-i.d Indo­

C ina are free d.e.nocr tic goverrnr.e:-ts which shows again ho· confused nd 

involved re fre uently the acts a."ld _ olicies of . en d :1. t re. De ocrac·, ., 

itself is no gu.ara."ltee ag inst ½ar, foreign, a.g~ressive, imperi listic,­

gainst all ma...l'lner of wrong. 

De :iocracy t_1e:1, if I ere to sumr,1arize, toda stands 

vin icated. 

But there is on.e eat t reat facing ue-mocracy, facing 

imperialism in government i'!'l. economi ·s an t'1at I s the t i..reat of • ssia. 

In Russ ia dictatorshi is still vigorous, v·r1le and on th defensive. In 

.ussia dictatorshi is not a olo etic. It is eing extolled a.l'l.d raised. 

dictators~i . ssia has set p revolutionary syste of government 

nd so i l 11:t e '3 d s reco:-istructin·~ the w·1ole civilization. ssi defends 

dicta.tors .. ip on the ; round tn:~t 1 t alone can achieve the desired end not for 

~he privileged, for the few , for tne cliq~e, ~t for t e masses of the country. 

_he oallot, tne ,. hole arapher!lalia of cie·nocr tic gover!'lment , free press , the 

ri ht o: free asse,bl r , all these are l o ed upon a. d practically ra.l'l.ded s 

o st cl es i!l the v a o chievin t. e ,,.reat en s o .. : revolution. 

_he spokesm n of Russi~n diet torship, the diet torshi of 

the roletariat ,aint, ·-:1 t1.· t derr.ocracJ ar d liberalism are out-worn d out-

ted concepts; that t 1e m"'y "' Ve served t, ir d a.~d their generation ut 

the ne I oncii " • ons of 1 if e req ire e et of gover:.we:ital mac iner • .he 

m intain, that as ar as t1e 

onare and a de1'..2.sion ·or 

sses of 1e earth are concerned , e ocrac' is 

opQl r government only, a arce, n ver a government 
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of them sses , ut always a gover:unent of the few . It is t1e .en who con~rol 

ealth ~~d ·ndustry who also control legislation d the machinery of 

govern~ent . ..:ro raa.ical refo enefiti:ig tne mas se s, they maintai n , can 

ever be achi eved under li·oeral democrat i c 0 overr nent. 1.rbey oint to the 

incr ease of \ eal th L the ha.11.ds of the f ew in spi t e of the cierr~ocr atic 

government. They point to unemploy ... e~1t situations •,1 .. dch thro illions out 

01 r.ork .nd orce them to ant and r iser y a11d their power of tlle oallot , 

he i r voved control of government , in .o v y helps terr to ~olve t.e ir 

eco:omi~ proble . 

.And so the att l e line is dr wn . -he confl i ct of tbe fut~re 

is not oet een de t ocrac" and mo:1.arc • t r ggl e has ' een e~ded rud the 

victor i s d.er..ocrac.,r . m e s tru:>:gle of t. e f t e , ri nds , I lieve , is 

goin to e t1, ee.. he de ocratic gover. ien itn it philosophy of economic 

individ ~l i sm nd dictators.ip vith ever nhilo op 'o soci lism d st te 

o ~ .. ership d. . :1" e. :1 o •. du try "'. 6. all ri\; tu.re . d t· e next cent ry 

or two v ill ecide tne i~s e. 

t i s ~-ear , is it not , t • t revol tions o! sort re oi. g 

on in -pr~ctic lly ever ...:oQ.: tr., o 1 e th , eve~ ~.en tt se revolQtion do 

note ress tLe elves n .e~ olitic"l _arms . .. 1e c·1i:1e , m s s product ion , 

the industri liz tio. 1 co ntries , t e intern.;tional c· racter o· fin nee , 

thee t1ings re revar:ping ~o. pletely our econo. ic d o ·ial str ct e ven 

t:1oug·1 tr.eir/ / fo . anifest tions. t eir orki ngs are not s arp d a.r mat ic 

e ~ough to tr ct our ttention. _, re is revol tion oing o. i. t economi c 

nd erefore in th so~i l nd po l itic l li.e in ever ~ co 1try of ster n 

~urope, in ~ngl nd 1d int e Tnited St tes . , 

_ e spe of ssia rith its ive ·e pl .. t ro h •'.i(.;h 

ever Russian may achieve hi has lrea een achieved b some 

tut r ies of ope an in t e U. ited t te s. t the clo e of tie five ear 
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plan, assuming that it would be 100;; successful, Russia will oe industrialized 

fully up to 20% o:f:' American industrialization. This has alrea~· taken place 

on a far larger scale in countries like Germany. Ene la!'ld a:id the United ~tates. 

_he quest ion therefore prese!'lts itself, ca.'1 de-r;iocratic 

government co:1.ti!:ue to function adequately, in tb.9.t new economic set up wl'1ich 

the machine has created. Is it elastic enough to Bccommodate itself to the 

new econo ~1ic forces which h-1.ve been let loose in the world. Can pop lar 

a.e r~ocratic government exercise a sufficiently nowerful control over this 

great consideration of eal th so that weal t ' may serve the interests of the 

masses, not ~erely the interests of the classes? Can it permit vast units of 

power to be set up in competition with political power see~ingly concentrated 

in demor:rat ic governme!1t? Wil 1 some f or!..'1 of ~ ollec ti ve planning a."'ld control 

be necessary in the yea.rs to corne? Can a middle round be found between 

collectiveism on tbe one hand and individualism on the other? 

In other words can the promised virtues of' state ownership or 

control of ind'.lstry and the clear benefits of a free a."1.d individual life under 

a de., ocracy, ca!! these two be in some wa~, accom.,.nodated one to a"'lother. That 

will be the task to my mind, of countries liKe ours to work out in the next 

iew generations. If the str~gle is unavoidable, if the c ~allenge of 1·ussia, 

the Soviet, is a real clrnllenge, and I Delieve th tit is a real challenge, 

then it is clear that if der ocracies, 1 Loeral governments, wa"'l t to save 

thenselves they have got to set about cleaning house. 

The ultimate test, my f riends, will not be the test of 

theory, what you like or wnat I like, the ltimate test will be what country 

in the world will give its people a higher standard of living. 

Russia will not e able to feed its people indefinitely on 
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propogruda or to keep tat original enthusiasm incited y t~e revolutions. 

_h t's ~ot characteristic of h na..'1. nat re. ltimately tne test will be 

can the Soviet give its people a higher standard of living, greater economic 

security than the canitalist governme:it can1 If it can it will succeed and 

eventually dest roy the Capitalist syste~ thro uhout the world. 

Thetas~ therefore facing peoples today is not to denounc e or 

criticize v1hat 1 s good or not go od in ssia, ut it is to set tneir own house 

in order. It is so to reorga.!l.i ze their 0\'7n in dQs tri ~1 1 if e t 11at L1eff iciency 

snall be eliminated, that \"a..'1.t and poverty shall e eliri!i~ated, thPt 11 w o 

work shall h".'"'te greater share in the things produced, - f ller measure of 

economic securit7 to all toilers oft eland, that tne t.ireat of unemployment 

• all be removed, that me~ a_ d women who toil shall be g iven protection g inst 

sic'mess, olci age a.--id disabilit , that \'lars c ed by capital ist riv- lry a.nd 

competition be eliminated, eliminate compet·tive ents, to distri ute 

social goods more e uitaol ong t_e l oorine masses of the e~rth. 

If t' ese thing are done de ocracy, ec ·:momic li'-' rPlis. ill 

.urvive. It has given men , many men, the rigl t to live their own lives without 

being constrai::ied by social pressure, oy the machine . I f we ca~l not make these 

adjustoents, w· then it will go the wa of _eudal ism, of monarcey. The tides 

of life sweep on irresistably. 

I believe that the great de:.ocrac ies of the earth are w _ening 

to the realizations oft e terriol difficult tas~s of reorga.niz~tion on an 

economic level \ nich are 1,,;onfronting them. If we wish to m intain some forn of 

free demo~ratic government without dictatorship o:f class or group we have so to 

reconstruct our e,conomic system t at men vill want de ocracy and find in it t he 

sure way of ~aining the good life. 
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phouo XIII wa• dr1Yen out of S in by bla own people 1n reYolutlon which 

fr •P••d. ettect1••ne•• and bloddlaaoneaa 1a al ost umnatched 1n hlat017. 

anarchy 1n aln could not eurYive nor •111 onarcl:q urTiYe muc longer m17-

berea elae. The monarchial ayat 1• an anachronifllD in our esen\ civilis tion. 

And ao ii dictatorahip. 

or a time follo lng the orld ar parliamentary gove?"Dm nt see d to break 

down. crop of dicta.tor• pea.red. The7 ere haila a.a aaT1ora by thoee •bo 

e-ver underatand the main current■ of human hi■tor7. en grew ecept loal ot 

de r,u:y. ut again the irre•iatable tide• o rogre•• sweeping the•• 

little. selt-daaignated, super n into the gulf of oblivion. 

utoora.cy ia wasteful d inefficient in our present economic c1Y111zat1on. 

teftr Ylctorle• lt achieve• are eul7 •1ctor1ea, nenr laatlng ones. or 

t e it speed• up govermient d t n 1• enanule4 l:l 1ta own ure :ucr tic net. 

It become• the pre7 of corruption, fayoriti and •11fulneea and it • no ana 

t, band by hich to co ect tbe•e abuaea. Ultim tely it le da count17 to 

f inane 1al btlnkru.ptcy and to oral *8¥. 

'?he tidea ot revolution are ■o neep1Dg out foreign dictator hipa o•er 

■ubJect peoplea. 'h fir•• are raging 1n Chin • India, Indo-China and in eome 

of our L tin lean Republic•. '?be European ocraoi • ha.Te them■el ••• been 

culpable of the wor■t autocr tic exploita\1on of auoJeo\ peoplea. t the 48¥ 

of their ancip tiOD 1• at band. 

1'be onl7 diotatorahip which 1• todq threatening democraG7 1• tha, of 
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ala. where lt 1• vlgoroua and on the def naive. Back of it ia v a, 

aoc ial p • ion, a1nce th wellbei of the nmaae•. It int in• 

th t lib ral.l and d ocrecy • en e d delua1on, the aee enJoy 
,, 

• only the illusion of self govermnent not it• substance; the ruler• in a 

ocracy e not t people O\lt fn who control eal th d econ le 

power and the cbmmel• of eduction d lie opinion and t ry inatrwnent1 

of government. It 1 maint lned that no r 1\;al refo t o benefit the m aea 

can be carri d through under existing de cratio goYernment•. 

So the ttle line 1• drawn. struggle of to rrow 1• not between 

ocracy and o r\!by. That ia over d done 1th. The at le will be 

b tween the democratic state built on th philo•pb¥ of politi 111 erali 

d economic individWlli , nd the o iet state blult on he hiloaop~ ot 

claaa dicta.torahip, t le ta.a an ad interim measure, and aoc1al1 . -he 

next centm-y r two w:1.11 decide the ieaue. 

1 dle ound b tween 

collective control a.'"ld pl ing, h1 h e . t e indic t,~; our new 

ir&dustrial cirtllzation o.nd indivi 11• whic • yielded ao aiv cultural 

d piritual value• to ankind, if it can fini w • ot ell in tin overty 

~nd ant, diatribllte aocis.l. good.a re equitabl7, secure men inat the 

basarda of unemployment, aic •• nd old a«e, elitni:L'lte ~apltallatic ara 

d co et1t1Ye cw.-La~.-nts. our de ocr tic civilis ,1on will aurviYe. If not, 

t en the tide1 of life •111 sweep it a.aide. 

Ult tely the i1eue will decided not on the bu11 of tbeor7 or peno l 

a1an yat •111 iv• lta people higher atandar4 preferenoee but ther the 

of living • d re of the good thi • of l • than the c lt liat ayate 1n 

oth r oountriea. ei t r propt:iAaiada nor reTolutlona.ry entbu.alu in the 1aa, 

aly•1• determine the r 1 proc • • ot bleto17. 
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