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IF I HAD O ;LY ONE SERi.~ON TO PREPARE 

When I first graduated I followed the orthodox method 

of selecting a text and expounding it. Occasionally this practice led 

to very satisfying results. By drillin into a text I sometimes struck 

some rich vein of thought. But more often the text led me into unnecessary 

wriggli!lg and intellectual plastering. I found myself forcing slats into 

mortises not intended for them. I learned that it was easier to get a 

suitable frame after the ~icture as done. And so early in my preachi:ig 

career I abandoned the text for the theme. As I develope my theme 

illustrative texts usually present · themselves in abundance. 

~y ser.non topi~s are, as a rule, in the form of problems of 

moral import, relevant a.~d touching the lives of the people in the pews. 

Some of these problems are the large-scale, orld~wide economic, p olitical 

~d social problems, of concern to all men sci izens of the world. Other 

problems are the .ore intimately hum , of concern to men in rel tion to 

their o•m destinies and their immedi te environ:nent. 

I find that the suojects whi:::h appeal most nd "reach home" 

re not those which concern the great tasks of social reconstruction, ut 

the II no ~el- 11 subjects, those w~ ich relate to p trents a:id children, to 

marriage a..'ld the ho .. e, to hu11 straggle a..!d as !ration, to the mea.~ing of 

hU!ll experience and how to face life. Great preachers have been prised 

by ad.r:iiring hosts for their l.!ourageous discussions of world proble:ns. 

They have been blessed b tef 1 hearts t"or the helpful way in which 

they illumined or them the "homely" facts of their own lives. 

But rarely do I discuss books or plays in the pulpit. I find 

th t there is hardly one or two books a ye r hich is legitimate subject 
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matter for pulpit discussion. I lmow that one of the greatest tempt tions to 

, minister is to capitalize the interest already created in a book or a nlay 

in order to draw people to the church, and to present a digest of it - a task 
~I. t.:® ~-~ 1.,1~ • 

requiring little effort oYprepar!tion, - garnished with a sprightly running 

cocmentary. I have sometimes succunbed to this te:nptation myself. But all 

this is book reviewi:ig - not preaching. 

I try not to oe doctrinaire in my preaching, pedantic, or 

uthorit9.Tian; and et I do ~ot ma~e tae pulpit an open for"".lr.l or a debating 

platform, here all sides of all questions are presented. That I leave for my 

class-room. To the pulpit I try to bring tle )Ositive, directive message, 

based upon conv let ions arrived at after the closest study of which I am ca.pable. 

If I am not clear in my own mind aoout a certain subject I do nots eak of it. 

A con ·used, uncertain ide who does not lmow ne road himself ca...~not lead. 

I do not t~y to exhort, but to interpret and to illumine. s 

~onvincingly as I can, I present the judgment of religion, as I see it, on 

this or that social pro lem, or ph~se of hU! n experience. I uresent the 

ccumulated life-wisdom of religion, arnered fro the lon~ centuries and the 

deen contemplation. _he res lt I reach after is illu.~i?~tion, insight, perspective. 
- (r;J. l,o"\ ~ ~ ~J.., l'l t.1,r'\l~lo.c;,, ~ /Uf.W-U. M; vf' vi A #Jw/, r, l'JII- ~ I 

/ I spend little time in defending religion per se.1'. I let the 

/ cogencir and vltality of its message speak for it. I find that most peonle re 

not hostile to religion. ~hey wonder whether it has anythi~g to offer to the 

groping mind and the &1ished heart of the world. 

I do my best work whe~ I 1ave been ~eeply stirred by something 

which I ~itnsssed, read or exoerienced. A prolonged, U?1eventfu.l neriod of quiet 

study and reflection will give to my sermons a refined academic air and perhape 

9,.. """ IL,,, 7(.,,, ..,;,., fuv"... rt., ~~ ~ A,,.,, A-,'7""f -- ~ re_ 
~~~ &NC,v....,.,L,11,~, ~ ~Y,d/1 'tlt VJ / ~ if"~ ~ ~v,, 

~ ~ ~AA.- • ~ ~ 0.___,.LIJ ii ~ r /~~ ~ 
tr, tJ.. -,~ 1-t-..- ~-~, ~ JX-t'fA ~~- ~ fa~ 'f WiJ"-._ 
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~ 
_hey will well in print, but s sermons they fail of 

A 

their objective. _ney leave the listener u.~moved and unillumined. They are 

not living trees, - only lumber. When however I h~ve been emo tionally or 

intellectually stirred by something with ~hich I contacted in my pastoral work 

or com.~unal work, - some flash of r 2re hum :n courage, or sacrifice or j oy. 

some glint of hum n tragedy. something whi i..!h pl· . bs the depths. - then there 

is added the touch of the living coal to the spoken word. 'ings soar. ~here 

is a lif t and an inrush of the sp irit. A mood is ere ted. Something h.~nnensJ 

I should like to preach but once a month. I have to preach once 

a week. Some of my colleaga~s must preach twice a week .. hat is a terrific 

load .. requently I run out of subjects .. requently I repeat myself, and m 
wt,~ w-i ~f'k v1 t,y..U.., ~ a~ 'tJ "'"'~ ~ 1 • """' 

thoughts run thin./\ But one never knows when t e good sermon will be reached. 

This keeps both preacher and congregation interested and expectant. _o 

protect t e~selves gainst co~plete failure, ministers have found various 

ways of collecting and classifying material and of storing up ideas a..~d impressions 

systematically, so t hat even in an "off-week." when the mind refuses to respond 

to the proddi s of the \J,irit, they will h ve at ha...~d enough-' material for a 

tolerably fair sermon. But these sermons are t · e minister's real "tri 1 sermons ... 11 

I never speak extemporaneously. I alw ys write out my sermons in 

full. I do not rely on the inspir tion oft' e moment. Sometimes it comes, 

and one is favored with a fortuitous concourse of clear ideas and adequate 

phrasin . . .ost often it fails to make its appe r ""lee, d both ideas and phrasing 

e tangled a:id awry. 

I lways memorize my ser.mona. I never read a manuscript from the 
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pulpit. en I began my ministry I :round the task of memorizing very rduous. 

I spent one and sometimes two days in me~norizing. Thro D'h continuous application 

IC&~ now memorize my manuscript in half an hour. 

I do not try to be "modern." I do not aim to i~ress my con egation 

with the latest scientific patois, or with current shibboleth-phrases, bandied 

about by the intelligensia(\ I have found that a new terminology does not 

necessarily imply a new truth. .lany discarded and obsolescent ideas have a way 

of reintroducing themselves into h'.ll:lan thought, tricked out in the youthful 

livery of pseudo-scientific modernity. 

I do not attempt to preach to the "modern mind." The modern mind 

is a passing phenomenon. I try to spealc of a..~d to the eternal spirit of man . 

. :an• s basic needs and soul-hungers re min the s ile. 

unchanging and im ovable and there are values hi 

lasting. 

here are things ~hich are 

e from everlasting to ever-

_here are certain pri~ciples which are indispensable to any age 

regardless of its intellectual, political or economic contour. fuether the age 

is one of aith or reason or scepticism, whether its economic arrangement is 

capitalistic or socialistic, and its political orga~izati~n democratic or 

autocratic, certain basic ideals are inseparable from it. ithout then it 

cannot endure. They are the quintessential values which carry any civilization 

along, which conserve its best traditions, and which effect those adjustments 

which new conditions make necessary. Just aa there are qualities of personal 

character which were precious in the sight of men five thousand years ago and 

which will hold their identical orth among men ten thousand years hence - integrity. 

social mindedness, self restraint, c?urage,loyalty - so there e social values. 
,¥-

0 c,.cA ' 

le f., 
~I\A.4 ltf:t wa:- ~ • 4~ t 
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intellectual and spiritual out-reachi:ngs of the IDlJnan race and p r~ount 

tasks with which mankind burdened itself from the beginning and ~hich 

will persist until the end. 

These abiding social values are quite old fashioned. They 

are neither clever nor smart nor heady like a new wine. ~hey are as 

unsensational as a mathematical formula, - q~ite like the mathematical 
ti) 

formula to which the physicist co~plex and exciting 

universe of ours. 

Virgil concludes the four books of his Georgics with an 

eyilogue in which he seys: "Thus I sa."lg of the care of fields, of c ttle, and 

of trees, while great Caesar thundered in war by deep Euphrates, and gave 

a. victor I s law unto will in nations. 11 

lVhile vast political events were sweepi by him and mighty changes 

affecting men B.."ld nations were takin~ lace all around him, the poet was never­

the-less content to sing of the tillage, of planting, of the rearing of. cattle 

and the keeping of oees. This was d:~e not so much to his love of II inglorious 
WC.~~~ ~ 

ease, 11 as he hi self modestly suggests, but p&l"llaft& 11epe wlttl, Mi p11gtoundl y 
) 

to his intuitive surmise that here in nature, in fields, treed a."ld cattle, in 

the revolving seasons, in the eternal life-hunger of living things, in birth 

and resurrection, - in the thi s which endure though all else change. - were 

the abiding realities of life, the things which survive the rise and fall of 

empires d great Caesars thunderin by deep Euphrates. 

It is of these enduring realities in the moral world t~at I try 

to preach. I seek to correlate the temporal with the eternal, to point out 

the deep channels beneath the surface eddies and the furious cross-currents of 

the day and the hour. I tr~ to recapture for men somethin of their lost 
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spiritual equilibrium and perspective and to lead them into the quieter 

fields of thought where one may reflect not so much on what is timely as 

on what is timeless. 

Of course the busy restless men of our generation, caught up 

in our social and intellectual upheavals, do not all care to listen to this 

type of preaching. But greater preachers th~ our age can boast of, found 

themselves sometimes voices crying in the wilderness ... 

I do not mean to suggest that the sermon should not touch life 

in the raw or that it should avoid the pressing every-day social, political 

or economic problems with which men are struggling. Quite the contrary. 

Great preaching has always had something of the volcanics of prophecy about it. 

Religion has given man both theosophy and a social program, 

the former as a means of adjusting himself inte[lectually to the universe 

and to ultimate reality, the latter as a means of adjusting himself most 

helpfully to his social environment. :etaphysically, religion concerns itself 

with the nature o:f the universe and the purpose of' existence. Socially, 

religion concerns itself with the establishment of the most perfect order of 

society. Prophecy, while deriving its propulsion from the metaphysics of religion, 

was largely devoted to its social program. ~he preacher who maKes this social 

program central in his public r.iinistry is of the prophetic school, a.."ld his voice 

will be added to the mighty chorus of voices whose power moved the world. 

Prophetic preaching concerns itself primarily with the reconstruction 

of society after an iaeal pattern of social righteousness. It derives its 

date from an overwhelming faith in a righteous God. To do just ice and to 

love mercy is to worship him. To be holy in thought and speech is to dwell 
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in his presence. Ieither cult nor ritual nor formal prayer nor sacred 

shrine is the channel of divine col!l!Ilunion, but the passionate aspiration 

t oward moral perfection. The preacher ·ho holds these truths fore~ost in 

his preaching moves in the noole tradition of ancient prophecy. 

The . rophetic preacher will be driven by the dynamics of 

sch a faith to a morality of oattle a~d struggle. 

rever palpable rong exists, wherever men suffer from the 

bitter inequalities of our economic order t here the minister's voice shoulc 

be heard admonishing , chastisi~u, counselin0 , and pointing the way to concrete 

and specific measures for relief and amelioration. Unless re speak fearlessly 

d at decisive moments, of t, e social wrongs which persist in our so iety, 

of the evils of our profit system, of exploitation, of economic insecurity, of 

unenployment, of the rights of la or to organ1z tion and to a fuller share in 

the soci~l goods and of the moral drag of wealth; unless we denounce corruption 

in government and in high places we are faithless shepherds indeed, or rhetoricians 

hurling ourselves e.t nothing. 

But alweys I try to bear in ind, h rd tho hit often is, that 

oy fun·tion is that of teacher a:id guide, not agit tor or prop gandist . 1y 

• weapons C'ln ~ot be t~ose of hate or class struggle. Occasionally t~e hot, 

irr.p tient ord will leap to the lips. Occasionally the h nd l'iill reach for the 

scorpion whip at the sight of outrageous wrong. But I force rr.yself to re~ember 

that in the spiritual order it is ~he l~w of kindness which yields the ultimate 

victory. Our task is to persu de through reason · d through love, nd our appeal 

is not to ~lass interest but to justice and compassion and human solidarity. 



- g -

.. e ork with an instit..ition a.~d thro!l "'h an i nstitution, 

and, therefore, we must learn the bitter lesson of pa tience and practice it. 

There is a desperate gravitational down-pull to every organization d he 

who presumes to be a leader within organization must be content to 

coderate his pace to its slow pedestrian tecpo. Else he gets outside the 

range of vision of those whom he wishes to lead, and is no longer of any 
~~ J,..J. .. ~-.. tb ~ ~~.t, 

service tot .em."' A living thing is called an orga.=iism because it is 

organized. Life depends upon organization. 

when it functions t hro gh a~ organization. 

An i deal becomes a reality 

The prophets of old were not coven ted ministers of 

specific groups of people, who turned to them for daily guidance and in­

struction. They were free,knight-errants of t he sp irit, who had no ij ! 

pulpits ana served no congregations, and i~str~cted no youth. They had no 

fixed aoode and no shrine which they cal ed their own. The modern minister 

is more of the priest or the sage than the pr ophet. He is head of an 

historic institution, Qnd by that ver1 token he can not roam as free as 

his sp irit ould wish. -mis while heroic martyrdom frequently was the lot 

of the prophet
1

1 a martyrdom~ the-less real, if not as heroic
1

awaits 
c.~~~,~ I& 

the true priest of men wfio mu8'-ruitd patiently from within "' d. attempt a 

social reconstruction, piece-meal,_. ainst terrific institutional re-
fi-\A A-XL ~ W\ w-.~· ~ 

sist :ice. ~he ab is of old had the temerity 1»orrru•••• to m!,intain that 

11 _ e .; e is to ·be preferred to the prophet. 11 

I find it very difficult to define more sharply this 

thought of mine. It is ver h-'lrd to draw the line between leadership and 

propag~da. etween education and agitation, and I w e that uusill ni-

mity and worldliness often hide t emselves behind this distinction. But 
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I am sure that the spiritual man i ill quickly detect the diff ere:nce 

-md will understand. 

~ ~ ~ 
pl&~o. iAiii' wi J J charge j t wit• l!otnr; "gloriously safe. 11 It 

is saf'e only as dynamite is safe, before the spark is applied to it. 

It may remain just a medly of fine phrases, having an overtone of 

sanctity. Or it m~ become a cleansing whirlwind let loose upon the world. 

It depends entirely upon the man and the sincerity l ith which hes bscribes 

to this progrem. Some will use it as a cloak for hypocrisy and spiritual 

double- dealing. ~or others, it will be an irresistible call to action, 

to leadership and to sacrifice. Platitudes are truths which all men 

accept and - ignore. They cease to be latitides and become alarming battle­

cries as soon as men cease to ignore them. 

I alweys know wen I have preached well; not thro ·h the 

e ressed reactions of those in the pew - though these re, by and 1 rge, 

fairly reliable index, - but through my own reactions. r'hen I have 

given utterance to s~mething very close to me, emanating from my inner 

self, to something necessary and vital, which I feel to be, in substance 

d manner, in the main stream of t e reat religious traditionl, I 

know that I h .ve preac ed well. 
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May 20, 1931] The Nation 547 

Hoover and Our Army 

IN addressing the International Chamber of Commerce in 
Washington President Hoover diverted for the moment 
the attention of the assembled foreign business men, 

bankers, and industrialists from such delicate problems as 
the tariff and war debts by calling attention to the terrific 
drain on the world's economic resources caused by the heavy 
expenditures of the leading Powers for armament. He as­
serted that "the world expenditure on all arms is now nearly 
five billions of dollars yearly." "Endeavor as we must," he 
continued in his amazing English, "in support of every pro­
posal of international economic cooperation that is just to 
our respective peoples, yet we must recognize that reduction 
of this gigantic waste of competition in military establish­
ments is in the ultimate of an importance transcendent over 
all other forms of such economic effort." He dosed by urg­
ing the "business men of the world to insist that this prob­
lem shall be met with sincerity, courage, and constructive 
action." 

Splendid, Mr. Hoover. Every honest advocate of 
world stability and world peace will agree with you. Let 
us get at this important task: immediately. If you have the 
sincerity and courage that you mention, and the will to con­
structive action, then you can tackle this job at once and 
without getting up from your chair in the White House. 
You can begin right here at home, for we in the United 
States are pending more money on armaments than any 

other nation. This we are doing notwithstanding your 
statement that "the United States has a less direct interest 
in land-armament reduction than any of the foreign nations, 
because our forces have already been demobilized and re­
duced more than all others." Your statement is misleading 
in that it gives only half the picture. We have cut down 
the size of our standing army, it is true, but at the same time 
we have doubled our national guard, added 110,000 men to 
our reserve officers' corps, increased the scope and efficiency 
of military training in the colleges and summer camps, and 
redoubled our efforts in other directions where it has been 
possible to build up important trained reserves. Even Mr. 
Hoover's conference with the army chiefs on May 9-10 dealt 
only with economies in methods, rather than with radical 
cuts. 

It may be, of course, that the White House has not in 
its possession any comparative statistics concerning military 
expenditures in this and other countries. In that event Mr. 
Hoover doubtless will be interested in the following table 
( taken from the "Armaments Year Book" published by the 
League of Nations) showing the sums laid out by the prin­
cipal Powers for their military and naval services in 1928-29 
( except in the case of Russia, where the figures are or 
1927-28): 

United States ........... . ........ $772,984,000 
Great Britain .... . ..... . ......... 550,080,000 
Russia . ......... . ........ .... .. . 422,916,000 
France . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 357,556,000 
Italy . ...... . ... . .... . . .. . . .... .. 221,096,000 
Japan .... . . .. ...... . ... . . . ...... 215,876,000 

This table puts France, reputedly the most militaristic of 
nations, fourth in the list, and Italy, land of the saber-

rattling Mu solini, fifth. Leading all is our own United 
States. It has been argued that we spend a smaller propor­
tion of our national income on arms than does any European 
country except Switzerland and Austria, but after all $772,-
984,000 is three-quarters of a billion dollars, almo t one-fifth 
of the total of the world's armament expenditures. If 
Britain's half-billion or France's one-third of a billion is a 
drain on the world's resources, surely our three-fourths of a 
billion must also weigh heavily on the world's economic 
structure. Had we reduced our military outlay a year ago 
we should not now be facing a Treasury deficit of perhaps 
$1,200,000,000. Moreover, our expenditures are out of pro­
portion to our need for security. European countries which 
consider themselves beset on all sides by potential enemies 
are spending less than we are. If it could be reduced to a 
dollar-and-cents basis, the security given this country by the 
Atlantic and Pacific oceans would probably be found to be 
worth several billions of dollars. 

Why, t_hen, thjs great military expenditure, especially in 
the light of the fact that we have one of the smallest armies? 
A few days ago the Japanese Military Commission decided 
to recommend a reduction of 28,000 men in its standing 
army, using the money thereby saved in developing and im­
proving military ordnance and equipment. This shows the 
trend of militarism; it is toward smaller regular armies and 
more efficient materiel to be used in killing men. A large 
part of our huge military budget goes toward the develop­
ment of aviation, ordnance, and the chemical-warfare service. 
This is far more significant than the number of men we have 
in our army, for these arc the weapons with which our mili­
tary leaders expect to fight the next war for which they are 
preparing. It is idle to boast about the small size of our 
army, M r. H oover. Your plan to help the world economi­
cally by cutting down armaments expenditures should and 
must begin here at home. 

The People's Land 

W HEN Philip Snowden entered the House of Com­
mons on April 27 to make his budget speech he 
was greeted by Labor members singing the well­

remembered song of twenty years ago, "God Gave the Land 
to the People." The scheme of land-value taxation pro­
posed in the budget speech was approved by the Commons 
on May 6 by a vote of 289 to 230, and will be included in 
the finance bill for consideration by the House of Lords. 
Conservative objections to the tax in the Commons took 
the form of protests against "proposals not for taxation but 
for political tactics," and it is perfectly true, as was made 

• clear by Philip Snowden in the course of the debate, that the 
economic and political implications of the measure arc more 
important than its fiscal aspects. 

On their face the Snowden proposals are moderate in 
the extreme. In fact, the Chancellor apparently proposes 
nothing that we have not had in the United States through­
out practically our entire history, and it is only when their 
implications are considered that the importance of the sug­
gested measures appear . Mr. Snowden proposes a valua­
tion of all land, to be repeated at five-year intervals, and 
a tax at the rate of a penny in the pound (5/12 of 1 per 
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cent) on its capital value. The new tax will not apply at 
first to agricultural land unless it is used for other than 
farm purposes, or to small allotments or market gardens, to 
sites for churches, hospitals, or almshouses, to cemeteries, or 
to land owned by the national trust and local authorities. In­
terestingly enough, university lands and playing fields are to 
be taxable. The tax will be remitted to any individual 
whose land tax does not exceed ten shillings, so it is figured 
that practically all the working class will be exempt. While 
the full details of the measure will not be known until it 
appears as a part of the annual finance bill, what Mr. 
Snowden proposes, so far as appears from the press accounts, 
is a trifling tax on the capital value of non-agricultural 
land. The extreme moderateness of the proposal is evident. 

Why, then, do the Conservatives denounce it as an 
extreme piece of socialistic class legislation, and why do the 
single taxers acclaim it as a great step forward in their 
long battle against private receipt of income from land own­
ership? To answer these questions it is necessary to consider 
both the history of land ownership in Great Britain and the 
announced purpose of the Labor Party in putting forward 
this new taxation measure. From the days of the Conqueror 
the rights of the British nobility have rested primarily on 
land, and the privileges of the landowner have carried with 
them no corresponding burdens of taxation. With the 
World War and its staggering loads for all classes of the 
people, however. the process of breaking up the great estates 
got under way, and now Mr. Snowden boldly suggests that 
the present tax measure is really the first instalment of a 
policy of nationalization. He says: 

By this measure we assert the right of the community 
to ownership of the land. If private individuals continue 
to possess a nominal claim to land they must pay a rate to 
the community for the enjoyment of it. They cannot be 
permitted to enjoy the privilege to the detriment of the 
community. 

Land differs from all other commodities in various 
respects. Land was given us by the Creator, not for the 
private use of the dukes but for equal use by all His 
children. Restriction in the use of land is a restriction on 
human liberty. 

Americans may well rub their eyes in astonishment at 
seeing such revolutionary implications ascribed to a land 
tax to which they have been accustomed all their days. 
When they consider British history regarding land taxa­
tion, when they consider the British method of bringing 
about fundamental changes, and when they consider the an­
nounced purpose of this measure in the light of present 
British conditions and needs, they will realize that they arc 
witnessing the first steps in a process that will perhaps end 
only when the ownership of all natural resources has been 
transferred to the state as representative of all the people. • 
What Russia accomplished 'by the sudden process of violent 
and bloody revolution Great Britain may yet bring about 
by the method of peaceful and orderly change. If so, we 
shall see another triumph of British common sense and 
British genius for intelligent political action. In the present 
position of world affairs, the methods of social change are 
of scarcely less importance than its ends, and Americans may 
well contemplate the meaning of the peaceful revolution that 
Mr. Snowden proposes and the methods by which he would 
bring it about. 

Albert A. Michelson 
A LBERT A. MICHELSON, who died on May 9 at the 

fl. age of seventy-eight after a singularly well-rounded 
career, had the distinction of having made with his 

colleague, Edward W. Morley, the most famous and revo­
lutionary scientific experiment in modern times. The intent 
of the experiment was to determine the nature of the 
mysterious "ether" through which the earth was supposed 
to move. Did this ether move with the earth or remain 
fixed? Clerk Maxwell had suggested this could be deter­
mined by measuring the speed of light in two directions­
in that in which the earth was traveling on its orbit and 
at right angles to it. Maxwell had no instrument to make 
this exceedingly fine measurement, but Michelson, by develop­
ing the interferometer, was able to do it. The two beams 
of light showed exactly the same speed. This crucial experi­
ment was made in 1887. Professor Fitzgerald of Dublin 
offered in explanation the theory that all bodies shrink in the 
direction of their motion. Professor Lorentz of Leyden 
extended this view and introduced the idea that time is 
"local," and varies in different parts of the universe. From 
this the step was made to the conception of space and time 
not as two separate entities but as measurements or aspects 
of a single space-time continuum, and on this foundation 
Einstein erected his revolutionary theory of relativity. 

Thus without the Michelson-Morley experiment the 
great theories of Einstein might never have been developed. 

But Michelson's reputation by no means rested solely on this 
crucial test. His development of the interferometer made 
possible accurate measurements of the stars; Michelson 
himself demonstrated by means of it that the diameter of 
Betelgeuse was 260,000,000 miles. He possessed what to 
the non-scientific mind must have seemed an almost morbid 
passion for accuracy. His incredibly fine experiments had 
established the speed of light at 186,213 miles a second, with 
a probable error of only about one mile a second, but just 
before his death he was trying to eliminate even this. 

If the widespread notion that the man of science is a 
mere prosaic fact gatherer had not already been completely 
discredited, Michelson's career in itself might serve as a 
sufficient refutation. Like Einstein, he was constantly fas­
cinated by the aesthetic side of his subject, by those "higher 
beauties" of nature which appeal to us, "not directly thro\lgh 
the senses, ,but through the reasoning faculty." Far from 
being unresponsive to sensuous beauty, he was, again like 
Einstein, himself an accompli hed violinist; more, he wa, 
proficient as a painter. His capacity for enjoyment and his 
zest in life were reflected not only in his interest in the arts, 
but in his other diversions. He was fond of chess, and when 
he was nearly fifty he started to improve his tennis game. 

He was, finally, another example of that essential 
humility which science seems to breed in its votaries. In his 
later years he was loaded with honors, but he seemed 
completely indifferent to them. Perhaps all great scientists 
come to realize, far more than the rest of us, the extent 
of our ignorance, and seem to themselves, as in Newton,, 
unforgettable comparison, like boys playing on the seashore 
and diverting themselves with a few pebbles or shells, while 
the great ocean of truth lies all undiscovered before them. 

.. 





I 



I 

(9 
r. 



AB&"?BAO! 0 Till: ADDRESS 

I I BAD BO! <JI !O PRllCR 

:BY 

L SILV 
T , ~1JND T 
T 17th,1931 

hD. entall.7 11 reaching d inking •• reTol••4 

• central,l 1noua ideaa. I uld find no etter text fort t 

th t ua dictum of R world 1• founded. 

on thr • \h~•• 

If I were to preach on on on la ould t n. ••rythln 

el•• 1, camment&r7. • 1• the Lair, the ropbe\a and the ritinga. I\ 

ia the alpha d omt,.:a o 11 rallt.7, \he ••unc• of 11 rell on d the 

teat at of all the e, tac ra of 

• t of \ru\h la an•• gloey co aolatian. It lift• ove 

the an CCIIlpen tea h for the tragic fruatr tlona of hi• rt 1 

an 1• th 1• C us be thinka, bee •• he • \ 9 Cur 

to follow the biter road of lntell ct l questing which le to truth. 

Oftentimea whole generation• barri de t e ••l••s inst truth, ro-

•cribe d per••cute it. or truth t f lrat 1• unp 1 \able. Tt unde inea 

u.a nte. en pr fer r utln• 

1n both thought and conduct or th to r l• etfortl••• while the 1 tter 

n•ce•lt tea eurtion d inltl tl••• • en 

in their thinking to p •• tram one intell ct 

•uf iclentl7 obJ cti•• 

oaltlon to ot r without 

p in or aentmenl. equ.entl.7 th grea, lnatltutiona of •oci t.7, t 

C urch d the at te, •• , t. ••l••· a, the adT • of n • truth, 

ao • iTilepa which . grounclea. 1n ol r d 



- 2 -
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IF I RAD BUT ONE SERMON ']0 PREACH 

BY 

RABBI ABBA. HILLEL SILVER 
THE TEMPLE - stnIDAY 

!LAY 17th, 1931 

I was re-reading the other day a small collection 

of Rabbinic wisdom, the selection from which I read this morning 

called (Hebrew) "Chapters" or II Sayings of the athers, 11 and being 

in a reflective mood at the tL~e, I aesembled one by one , those 

golden nuggets of ancient wisdom and like a connoisseur I weighed 
. 

and insp,ected and lovingly 1 ingered over each one of those priceless 

gems mined from the depths of human experience. 

Each apothegm, each one of these penetrating proverbs 

turned out. upon reflection. to be a whole summary of an entire line 

of thought. a compensation, as it were . And I was led into a q ery 

mood. I said to myself, here I have been teaching and preaching some 

sixteen years. During these years I touched upon many themes. I 

ranged far and wide in search of my subject matter. But fundamentally 

after all, all of my thinkin~ and all of my preaching revolved around 

a few central, luminous ideas. What were they? Which one of these 

"Sayings of the Fathers" most nearly embodied them? And I again went 

through those short and stimulating chapters and there were many sayings 

that seemed to be quite adequate to summarize what I ·thought were the 
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mai:i, o sic ideas of any religious teaching however wide and varied 

it may be. 

And finally I fixed upon one. That im~ortal dictU.!D of 

Rabbi S • eon ben "'arnaliel: 11 The iorld i founded upon three things; 

truth, justice and !)eace." he simplicity, the dramatic simplicity, 

the forthrightness, the profoundness suggesting epth elow depth of 

this maxim o the ancient sage a9pealed to me and I said to myself : 

if I had but one sermon to preach, this wou.ld be the text that I would 

choose. Here is the Law, the Prophets and the riting. Here is (Hebrew) 

for t. e i:idivid al, for every individual, for a nation, for every nation. 

Here is the testament for every eat mind and soul who ever taught a 

an race a better Wa¥ of life. This is t e beginning a...~d the end and 

11 the essence of a:n.y religion. 

hat did }. oses teach and Zoroaster and onfuscious, 

the B1.1ddah, Jesus a~d ~ ohar:rrned if not these? This is the oracle of every 

faith, the dream of every saint, the hope of every sage. They all had 

different roads of speculation, of metaphysics, but all the roads lead to 

one shrine upon which were in cried Truth, J stice and Peace. 

truth is one of the foun ations of the world, according 

to Rao an Simeon ben Ga.-rnaliel . Surely it is one of the foundations of society. 

e q est of truth, my friends, DI that's ma.~ •s glory and man 1s consolation. 

It is the quest of truth whic~ lifts man aoove the animal and links him with 

a higher order of existe~ce. It is the qo.est of truth which compensates man 

in a measure for all the inevitable frustrations of mortal existence. (Hebrew) 
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"I think, therefore I am." That phrase is more than a battle cry of a 

school of philosopey. It is more than a summary of absolute idealism. 

Man is what he is because he dares to think, because he has the courage 

to walk the bitter road of intellectual questing, of mental groping, 

which leads to truth. 

Mow not all men want truth. Certainly ver :few men 

want the wh9le truth and ~othing but the truth. Some men are satisfied 

with 9artial truth, with a selective group of facts which are congenial 

to them and to their special interests. Oftentimes whole generations 

barricade themselves against truth, proscribe and persecute it. For truth, 

scientific truth or social truth, all truth, is at first ver unpalatable. 

It is only after man has digested, as it were, the truth, after he has 

made it part of his life and has seen how it helps him, rather than holds 

him back, that he accepts and becomes reconciled to the truth. But at 

first truth is unwelcome to man because it up sets, it undermines some of 

his old cherished convictions, necessitates new adjustments in life. And 

men do not wish to make new adjustments if they can help it. All men prefer 

routine to change. whether in thought or in conduct because routine is 

effortless while change necessitates exertion, initiative, effort. That 

man does not relish. 

Again, man does not relish the idea of acknowledging that 

he was in the wrong. His dignity and pride are ruffled and very often the 

great institutions of society, the church and the state, set themselves 

against the progress of the advance of the new truth because they fear that 

that new truth will endanger some of the special privileges which were theirs 

and which were grounded in old,and now to be discredited,tru.tha. So not all 



men seek truth. But truth conquereth all. Re jected at first and 

despised, it returns at last as conqueror to the throne. And that 

is the solace and comfort of every truth-seeker who is made to suffer 

for his temerity. 

Prometheus, riveted to the mountain slopes by the 

tnunderbolts of jealous gods~ was concerned with the thought that the 

gift of light which he brought to ma.n_~ind for which he paid the 

terrible price of s ff'ering, tbat t hat light would forever remain in­

extinguishable a..~d that in its radiance his own life would persist 

eternally. 

What is truth which is one of the three foundations of 

t he world? Pontius Pilate as.Ked the que tion 11 '/hat is Truth11 and no 

one was able to answer him. A.."ld the same question has been asked by 

myriads of minds since the beginning of the thinlting life of manJand 

no one has answered it. It is the eternal question mark. It is a 

riddle far more baffling than the riddle of the Sphinx. Perhaps there 

is no answer. Perhaps man will never know the f lness, the nature of 

truth. After all a st have a mind as vast as the universe to 

understand it. Perhaps man being finite and mortal and dwelling upon 

a little orb which we call the earth, which is an insignificant speck in 

the measurements of cosmic space, perhaps man's knowledge must of necessity 

forever remain fragmentary, distorted, provincial. Perhaps the smell of 

cl~ and blood and death and decay will always be found even in man's 

exalted thinking . .fan can not transcend his own humanity. And yet there 
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is something which is implied in man 1s eternal project of truth.­

seeking which is itself a compensation, a comfort a.~d a glory. 

~or implied in all truth-seeking is t he belief that t here is truth 

to be found; t hat t l cre is truth in the cosmic scheme; t here is 

logic in it; there is r ationality in it- otherwise wh seek? 

I f the world were just a wilderness of whims, meaningless ch. os 

it v· ould be perfectly mea11ingless for :nun t o strain his mind and 

soul seeki~~ : or truth, logic, reason, i~ reasonless ~miverse. 

·o 11:12.t i::1 man's lmnger after truth a: d in his outreacning f or it, t h ere 

is i~plied a faith t ha t t he universe is orderly ~osr os not chaos, 

controlled by definable laws, s01 e of w_ich man is a ole to l earn 

and to discover for hi .self. A!d that in man's capacity to discover 

some of these laffs and in man 1s 1illin0 ess to adjust his lif e to the 

newly discovered l aws e to be foun his security and his increasing 

well-being. 11 Ye shall kno the truth and the truth shall make you freeJ 11 

~o that every scientist who experiments in a laboratory 

is by t _at token bringi testimony to his faith 1 the rationality of 

the universe a..'l'ld in man' power to understand at l ea.st a little of t hat 

universe. And that is enough for man. It i t refore s preme folly 

to assume that scientific truth is hostile to religious truth. There 

are no different orders of truth. There ~e many m ifestntions of the 

sa~e truth. All t ruth is one. _nere is not one scientific fact which 

h s undermined one religi ous tr th. The con lict has always been not 

between science and religion, but between scientific materialism and 

religious superstition. All truth i one and each truth is an a iliary 

of every other truth. So th,'3.t if there is an truth in cience it helps 
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the indispensaole truth of religion and vice versa. Religion is blind 

when it sets out to thwart scientific truth. Science is blind 1,hen it 

sets out to undermine religious truth. "Let knowledge grow fro'tl .. ore 

to more. Let more of reverence in us ciwell. 11 

I believe that the great religious thinkers of tomorrow 

will utilize the latest and the most authentic discoveries of science, 

physics, chemistry, biolo and psychology to accentuate even ~ore strongly 

the truths of religio~, to illustrate more forcibly ever cogency and every 

universal truth-quality of religion. Indefinable though it is, its ultimate 

essence and nature likely to escape man is yet that which enables the hum 

rave to live more freely, more ha pily, more creatively witnin the rd frame 

ork decreed for it by nature nd naturds God. ~verything that contributes 

to the emancipation of mind and snirit of man. everything that contributes 

to mants sense of security, everything which eases his burdens in life is 

truth for man. And that is all that man knowe;and tna.t is all that man needs 

to laio . 

11 And Justice, 11 said Baooan Simeon en Gamaliel, 11 is the 

econd foundation of the vorld. 11 Have you any doubt about that? Look around 

ou. Can you think of any nation that ever survived whose foundations ,ere 

built on injustice? You don 1t have to turn the pages of history. Just turn 

the pages of your daily newspaper . . h t bas let loose i.ipon the world in 

our ovm day? A tidal wave of revolution a.nd unrest . 1, ay is our worla. so sick? 

One for:n or a.~other of injustice , political or economic , one form or another 

of oppression and exploitation , that ' s what is shaking the foun tions of our 

civilization. t let loose fourteen years ago in esia? A flood of blood, 
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of civil war, of horror, of brutality, of destruction and upheaval, -

Vi ' centuries-old injustices, millions of men ground down into serfdom, 

into poverty, into feud, and the few destroying them, living off them, 

ruling ~~d exploiting the~ and wallowing in wealth. (Hebrew) 

"~-Iistory holds its courts of justice. 2:'here is a judge and t here is a 

judgment." The laws of justice are as inevitaole as t he law of avitation. 

India, China and half of the human race are in the throws 

of upheaval, of' unrest. ny? Because of injustices blasting their lives 

and embittering t heir days. They are seek ing to reak t he cha.ins, to reach 

out for a freer life. How long will the oppressed races of the earth 

t olerate oppression, exploitation? How long \Vill the poor of the earth, 

the dispossessed, the denied, the employed, tne millions who are made to 

suffer themselves, their wives and their c ildren in tne midst of a land 

of plenty? ow long ill they tolerate an economic system hich drives 

them periodically to want and misery or to the greater humiliation of begging 

alms and cnarityt The foundations of our economic system unless t ey be 

laid in justice will not endure. Unless every child of God is restored to 

his inalienaole right to earn a living for imself and h is family, unless 

those who toil are protected against t e disa ilities of s·ckness, old age 

and unemployment a.d ena led to share more equitably in the good things of 

life, in the things hich their labor produces, unless the glaring in­

equalities of wealth and poverty are wiped out, unless justice is esta lished, 

our civilization will go don to defeat and nothing will save itl 

"And Peace 11 declared Ra ban 'imeon. son of Gameliel, 11 is the 

third foun tion of the world." 

V 
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The other day I heard a friend of mine say: "Peace, peace, 

I am tired of all this peace talk. \'here ever I go they talk of peace. 

very newspaper and magazine I pick up have articles on peace. I am tired 

of it all. 11 

And I said to him: 11 Yes friend you are tired ut not nearly 

as tired as the millions of mothers of the earth who sent their sons away 

to the last war,-sons who never came back. _ne millions of nothers whose 

hearts still ache for t:b.ose who went but who never came back, they '"'re ch 

more tired tha~ you re, my ,riend, tired with tie load of hopelessness and 

longing which nothing will still but the grave. You are tired, my friend, 

you are not nearly as tired a the millions of men who c ·ne back from the 

war m imed, blinded, gassed and who now caxry ith them the fragments of 

their shattered lives, who go through life with oroken dreams .~a nla1eMiBe"1 

arrt1 t 1:Dn lih They are tired. 11 

Peacel Wny talk o peace? There i no peace in the world 

todey. Across our American ies there are today mane vering ilitary leets 

of airships in preparation for the next war. t the very tirr.e t" t the 

President of the United States is appealing to the• orld to curtail armaments, 

at a time hen the whole of the world is torn y fear and hate and hunger, 

nations are spending their wealth which ought to go to feed the bun y and 

clothe the naked, nations are using their wealth for the upbuild!M of huge 
I 

war machines which will make the next war inevitable. 

Perhaps you think that I exaggerating. Per hap you too 

re tired of talking of peace . Let me ~ read to you >w,hat the nations of the 
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world are today, in the mid.st of an economic depression unprecedented in 

the annals of the last century, what the nations of the world are 

spending for t' eir war r:iachines.. And each dollar remember, 1 epresents 

some h a..~ la or, some farmer who plows the field, some workingman who 

spends his day at the machine . ac dollar represented here represents 

human sweat. _he United States of erica who should love peace a. d talks 

most about it heads the list with an expenditure of seven hundred and 

seventy-two millions of dollars for one year . - one fifth of what the hole 

of the human family is spending pon war preparation, is spent by the United 

States. 

Great Britain comes next with five hundred and fifty million, 

Russi with four hi.m~red and twent -two m" llio, ;ranee with three hundred 

and fifty-seven million, Italy, ith two hundred a~d twenty-one million, Japan 

with two hundred a.~d fifteen million. 

Thi can 1 t last 1friends. _ e rhole s ste~ ·11 crack. 

,e must choose and right soon between two and only two alter natives, - either 

the time honored national chauvenism with its mili t ar pre arednees d 

competitive nment , h ·e , ma.c: .. ines, offensive a~d defe sive alliances , 

secret diplonacy - and war, or on the other hand international cooperation, 

disar.r.a:nent , a orld court for the adjudication of inter .. ationo.l differences, 

outlawry of war - peace ... here is no other i.;hoice . 

I don 't think t t this generation of older men nd omen 

~•ill e ole to m:: ke the • oice. But my ope is, perhaps it is only fend 

hope to the younger generation d the young men d women of today who are 
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to be t:-.e . en and women of tomorrow, - if I had but one serrnon to pre ch 

to them, this o~ld be my ser on: see Truth, Justice, Peace. 

'!'he old are old. Their y is done. '!'heir civilization 

for better or for worse, was what it was. But you, you e to build a 

new civilization, a new world, a happier, s eeter world for free men to 

live in. Seek Truth, Justice and eace. Don 1t resist Truth. el come it. 

3e rea~' to pass from one intellectual position to another even at the cost 

of pain. nat we kno is not one millionth of ,hat there is to be known. 

Keep your min s open wide to the four corner of the earth ani welco~e all 

truth from w tever source it comes, from the lo liest, from t e ost 

oistressed. Truth is never aristocratic. Tr th is plebeian. ~ru.th is hard, 

U.."1.flattering. 

deek Justice . ~ The civilization in which you find 

ourself. even though ou pen to be one oft e favored ones, even tho ~h 

you hav~ een indulged oy parents, the civilization in which you live is 

rotten ' t1ro1_ieh and tbrou h. rotten through injustice . rotten by inequalitiee. 

Don't be beguiled into thinkine that this is the beat of all possible worlds 

in which men can live; that it is better than any other world8 i n hich men 

have lived. , e have achieved regress, e !' ve achieved ·orthv hile virt es, 

but don't think that e have reached the last stopping place in an 1 s forward 

arch to the h8;o~y life. _ar from itl A civilization which tolerates read 

lLes, soup kitc'1ens dpoverty is a civiliz tion ~hie: is in its i. -:icy. 

It has not et reached the sa.~ity of maturity. Sek JusticeJ Put 01ething 

of the passion of rour prophets into your lives . Don't oettle down into 

selfishness, into an all-a sor i~g concern 1th our own little carcasses. 

Reach out into the orld. Identify ourself i h the :reat move. ente which 
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are teeming and throbbing throughout the world today, move~nenta which aim 

to brh1e about a nobler and a more decent civilization of men. 

And 1? stly, you.~5er friends, seek Peace. 

Last evening I read Re.arque 1 s new oook - the man wno wrote 

~l's Q,uiet on the lestern ront 11 has written a sequel called 11 The .oa ]acz:11 

the road which returning soldiers from the front have had to traverse since peace 

was declared, in readjusting the selves to their \ork, in tr~ ing to find a 

place upon w ich they 'o ld st nd ~ith so m ny of their i .,e lt> of the olden 

a.a~ s shattered, broken around them. 

A broup of soldiers are discussing their future,(this is 

shortly a.ft er the :ar, ) and they e.re vo ic i their resentment, their dis-

illusionment and one sta..~ s :p. His ·bro 'I is aflar..e , nis eyes blazing, 11 'le 

were duped, 11 he cried, 11 I tell you duped s even ye e h~rdl realize; 

because e ,ere misused, hideously misused. he told us it was for the 

atherland, a..~d eant the sche es of nexation of a greecy- i. dustry, - they 

told sit was for Honour, nd mea..~t the quarrels a..~d the will of po er of a 

d.ful of amb itious diplomats and princes. - The told us it 1as for the 

. tion, and e~nt the need for activity on t e part of out-of-work gener le. 

an 1 t you see? _ne1 stuffed out the ord Patriotis. ith all the t-,addle of 

their fi~e phrases, ith t'eir desire for -lory , their will to po:er, their 

false roma.."1ticisrn, t he ir stupidity, their eed of business , "'nd then p raded 

it before u. as shin·ng ideal1 And e thought the' ere soundin ab le 

summoning us to a new, a more strenuous, lar 0 er life. C. 1 t ou see, man? 

But e ,ere mak war ainst ourselves ithout k.o ing itJ very shot th t 

struck home, struck one of us! Can't you see? Then listen nd I will bawl it 

into your ears. The outh of the world rosa up in every land, believi~g t' at 

it was fighting for freedomJ And in ever land they ere duped and misueed; in 
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every land they have been shot down, t hey have exterminated each otherJ 

Don't Jou see now? - There is only one fight, the fight against tae lie, 

the half-truth, compromise, against the old order. But we let ourselves be 

taken in by their phrases; and instead of fighting against t he:".l , e fo~ ht for 

them. e thought it was for the ture. It was gainst the Future. Our future 

is dead; for t he outh is dead t hat carried it. ~e are merely t he survivors, 

t_e ruins. But t he other is alive still - the fat, t he full, t he well content, 

that lives on, fatter and fuller, more contented than everJ And why? Becaase 

the dissatisfied, the eager, the storm troops have died for it. But think of itl 

A ge~eration a..~nihilatedl A generation of hope, of fait h , of will, strength, 

ability, so hypnotised t hat they nave snot down one another, t ho hover the 

i1ole world they all bad t e same purposeJ u 

That I s our fight of tomorrow ,. au.re men, 11 the fight against the 

lie, t he co~ promise, the old d.er. 11 ou.rsel ves in the d rs to 

And so if I had but one serrnon to preach, I would use as 

my text t . e a.~cient words of' Rao an Simeon oen G 1eliel Wflo Knew life, oh ho 

well he knew life. R boan Simeon ben Gameliel declared: 11 The orld is founded 

upon t hree th·n ~s, upon three things, upon -ruth, upon Justice, pon Peace. 
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·he age in vl ich .ro are growi:1.c:- p is restles8 o:ie. 

It is full of ch~ge. In sense every ·~e itnesses ch~nges - uut in :ione 

have the ~h,nges been so swift and radical and numerous ?Sin /ours. 

Politically, mP:iy :1ation re today in upheaval and re9olution. co:1omically 

the whole world is in the grip of sn rp de ress ion :id ec )nornic • nd moral 

ju<ioO"J'!lents are i:1 fe . ent - ~re terribly confused. nd this generatia...~ 

seems unaule to find tl at set of strong ,nq estioned co:ivi<.:tions to which 

to be lo al ,, d upon wl ich to buila. a L)osi ti ve and :1oole a:1 tranquil :;:ior.- l 

lite. Religion, too, ihich in olden da s as a tron ·, s stai.ning i:1fl e:1ce 

in a ma:1's lie, bracing .im, disciplini:1g him nd guiding him, is not as 

dominant a actor i. the ~o.~duct of' the average ma:1 1 s 111 e today. T!1e • hole 
• 

intellect al life of man is in a whirl. '!'he road 1icn lies ahead tor ma::i .. i~-

and tor JOU - i not as strai. h t and clear s o mi gh t wisn it. .a. voiees, 

some o tnem proclaiming strange and subver ive octri:ies are eard in our 

land and man stran e teac1in s :1d philosop ies. 

_herefore, m:r you...'1.g 1riends, as 'riend and eacher, I 

\"ould ~ounsel yo toda to tni:ik clearly f o ~ourselves in the e rs to 

~ome out the 1iner things of life, to Qard yo rselves gainst being 

isled by fal e ~oncentions, :wwever , ttractive they may be or the 

moment - and al1 s to put first thin~s irst. Yo~ ill find I am sure, 

• s ou row ol er, that there are c few f!.llldar e:ital tr ths which rem in 

unch no-ed • nd sh en tnrou ..,ho'..l.t ll enera.tions - l1h:h were true ana. 

V lid five nd years :ro "':.O. \ ich 1r ve li ed • lon i.e ·pon this 

earth, and t ro h COtu"ltl ss ide s a:-i<i ia ' S 0 life, always a e tor 

private and pu lie 1ell ei nd hallinese ~nd certain ot 1ers '='ha 8 

n e for sorro an a.isaster. 



-2-

Our religion· s ell ~sot r religions ai!!ls to tea. men the 

desirnble i eas a--id , a s o life wnich h ve ee:i found so:ind and 

v.~.ole some a."'l.d co. dusive to uman happiness. -hey are not new ideas. 

-hey are eternal ideas. _ ey are :iot smart n.:1d t;lever ideas. They 

~re as olJ-fas:ioned a.1d as life-giving a.1d s indispensable as the sun. 

O:i C)nf_irmation d y ./ou voice your f ith i~ t 1ese noble and 

end~in~ ideals o~ societ and ou pledge ourselves to try to live 

up to t em "Ind s f r s it wi 11 e within your power. to re lll te our 

tuture life a.."l con uct ~ccorcingly. I pray . t· at o~ may, in 

measure s cceed. 

large 

irst, /:Wlo:-ig taese fll!lc. ental trllt~s of li e to whi h you re now 

committing yourselves is personal integrity. Integrity is derived from 

integer, untout:hed. wi1Jle, e!ltire. ~- w.1ole nu.rr.b r s co:itradi tinctive 

to :rr~ctio-:i or a r ixed number. I::it i i the ch3.racteristic of a 

ma..--i,.10 isw'1ole , indivi cl , who c:n e tr~st d e'a set ere is 

no e1J.ide or du-olilj·ate in him - ,' o 1..:an alwa, - ... e ·ounted upon to uo the 

just and right thi:ig, uec se his entire ma e-Qp i s c t1 tit simpl 

will not permit hi to do a.."l thing lse t t· e ·ust and t e right thin~. 

... ere • re ma..'1 people rr10 e oral li e is broken p n.nd c tter d. 

~he speak the truth hen it is convenient nd lltter falsehoods hen 

it :s expedient. _he re ind to their "''rie. ds and er e to their 

enemies. he re ood tot eir familie8 and just to their 87 loyees. 

_h are honest in p L personal debts .1d di honest i. t e ir 

~sinese met ods. The are generous to their friends ut un~harita le 

to the stranger. _nese people lack integrity. You c~n•t count on 

hem .... he re mor 11 u..'1certaln nd sp smo ic. 

Try to m!'.) e o lives hole, like 

st tue chisseled out of one solid loc_ 
0 

nd vagaries. 
ole, free from whims 
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y0--_i •a.."1 traL ·, rselves U) to tr1e po i::1.t were our per i'or .• a:;.1c e 

,. ill :llways coincide with JOUX , \',here your actions will 

- lwe.ys ~~gree i tb Jour speech. .And your wa of life v ill lways 

be controlled bv .. of jus t ice, honor fu"1.d generosity. 

_he he~rt of our religion is rightous conduct ( ebrew ) 

If ;1ou wish to live t e Jewish life make your life one of -personal 

integrity. 

And seco d, Pllrity . A vigorOQS, efficient life is made 

possible only t hroagh cleanness of body and mind .. e, who 

pollutes is oo y in unclean, i m·.1oral li vL ~ . pollutes nis mind. 

He , who aoe s not practice self-restraint, who does ~ot r ever e the 

sacre -... re lat ions h ip between man and woman <le 6rades the .i vine i mage 

in which he has oee!1 ash· oneu. r e mo t eaut i 111 flowering of 

personr. lity is possiole only in t he clean ir and sunshine of moral 

purity. "Ye shall 

Charity - which mea:ns s ,elflessness. It is not enoua-h. to g ive 

·iLns to tl e poor . Je mus t ,Or.{: for such et ter order of' society 

\"1he rein poverty will not exist . We mus t ~1ot onl J g ive lioerally of or 

... oney to relieve distress , we must n-ive or our ti? e , energy , love 

and e~t1usia m to those worthy causes of society ~hose pur nose is to 

lift cr.ishin.g burde:ns o.r life f rom those le st '3.ble to oear them, help iB 

the weak, the handicapt , the unfortunate o life. Charity , not only 

in act, 1.1t in thou.:,ht and in speech - to ,ju ge k indly not h,., rshly, 

to speak the healing ·•,ord, the • ord o reconciliation and oe ce -

wh6ther we live in the twentie..t11 centllry or the tenth or t "l1e t ' irtieth, 

EUiXlUUfXDXI.lli w atever sys te o ~ govern ent or econo· ic order we 

live Jnder, t1er e is· lways, was alwa s, shall al ays e room for 
charity. 
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Lo alty. ~ocieuy is a m~tter of group life, small or large -

ro-..ip life. _here i t'1e smallest .init - tr1e 1a::1ily , the school, t e 

club, the co nunity , testate , the n3tion , huma"1ity . A man has 

significance only ~she works in and. t ro gh a guaup. Hence one of the 

most necessary q~lities of human existance is lo;alty. It is the 

~e :.en t, i .. ic, holds lie together. He who lives for himself only , 

is a lone wolf and society has no use for · im. Te is 'l me:1ace . ·e must 

"e rn st s~oordinate OJ.I' O1n Frivate for the a· e of the 

-roup . 

ntn ily loyalty - one for all - all ror one . 1.fo o:ie 10 l d try to ll 

rise at t he expen"'e o a."lother - exploit a .:- ot er. Lo -il y to o re. ts -

the ask l_ast ana. give most - yo 1 will not u.lly realize ht until yo 

are pnrents yourselves a."1 tnen , it, rJay pernaps , e too l'lte to show t~1at 

~ preciation to our p rents for neir oundless te. erness and evotion 

to yoa. Do it now. ~ver a . y tne cter of our daily cts, o • o ... r 

tnou '1tf lness, o r willi:i. . ess to cooperate , and our ef ort to 'e 

of JOUI elves t · ne en • nd o:nen. 

P-Ce . Yo -re Jews , - sons a.."1d da ghters of !10 le ancestors 

a:1d heroil! race. :'nat O!lr race ave a modicum of 

it you have een t ght. ~oru o wil l 1 arn later 0.1 . To r ce s 

no ler, traditions. ..re are a minority , scattered, _req e:ntly 

:e are n isun erstood as is the case with nL .. otities, nd discrirnin· ed 

- inst. It is .10t. ~early ~s hard :no as it was ce:nturies go . ~till 

there is co~ ider le left. f ll , ill enco llllter it , i.. c .ool , college, 

in business, in social life. Don ' t cut ~"'ld r:.in ! _hat is the w of c , 
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coward. Don't a1)ologize - 1.,hat is t-he {ay of a we3.klin~ . Don ' t 

deny your race . _hat is despicable . .lace it J Cqrry on in spirit . 

Ignore it , if ou can. 'l'hat 1 s the best way. If you can't st eel 

Jourselves to rise above it, knowing that it is one of the survivals 

of medieval darkness and oigotr y \vhich rna:1.kind is slo ·,ly overco11 ing. 

Be a proud Jew 1 Be a maximum and not a mi:1.imum Jew! Le d a 

full , rich Jewish lir·e . Affiliate yourselve s actively i t h a Jewish 

synagogie , Jewish institu Lions , Jewish move·cent s, read Jewis11 ooks , 

continue yo Jewish ed~cation. Y T will be etter .Americans br eing 

better Jews . Don ' t try to ce amateur gentiles. It will not make you 

EUfjXX any hapo i er . All peo le are UH suspiGione or· t_ ose who deny 

their o~n Jeople . 

With integr ity , purity , charity and loy'llty in this life , you 

cannot go far a tray . Your ways will not 11 01:; alike . ·1o two destinies 

are alike . Y ~ u will not share in eq.ial measure • n lengti1 of days , or 

h'::.,al h , or possessions. ( r own is1.1es a..vid eff ar t s to :1.ot always determine 

these things . But enaracter i s within the reach. of all of you - and 

integrity, nnd purity , charity , lo alty . These 4re a crorn to every 

statio::1 in i fe . _hese are 'e endent not on long life , or ·:e 1th or 

heal th, they . re treas es of t e soul . ~tot.:k your so 1 full of them. 




