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AN ABSTRAOCT OF THE ADURESS
®3TIS A MAD WORLD,NY MASTERS"
B

RABST ABBA RILLEL SILVER
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4th, 1931

Certainly Af some stranger from !‘ars should visit this planet of ours
at the moment and behold the utter confusion of our lives, the unrest snd
mﬂhh.mh—:poilw.h-ruﬂdnpu-hlhmdmmntmhhh
native planst report of us as did sn fnglish traveler in the Middle of the
Seventeenth Century of his native ‘nglénd, "'Tis a med world, my masters.”

He would see aations pledging themselves to enduring friendship, vowing
in solemn pagts never to resort to wer, setting up adequate agencies for
ﬂnﬂ.hlh-tﬂthﬂr:ﬂﬂmudﬂﬂ-l-thmh‘thmﬂm
%o the teeth, piling up srsssent sy high and devising the most cunning
and deadliest instruvents of mubusl destrustiom.

Humﬂdm:utﬂﬁlhﬂltmhmlﬂhn.!ﬂ!ﬂﬂlmm
treasure troves wers filled with the glittering gold of half the world.

He would see fields stretching endlesaly mcross a vast eontinent glorious
with the pleatiful harvest of goldan grain. Hs would sse cotton fields

rich 1n the white splendor of their sbundant crop. le would sse wells pouring
out the preciocus oll in torrential stresms from the dark caverns of the earth.
fe woul: see the most alcillful machines of strange pomer and efficasy capable
of producing commoditles adequate for the needs of everybody. And not being
acquainted with our strange human ways he would be terpled to exclaim, how
blessed and how fortunate we must be.

Until -« until he looks a 1little closer and sees the dark, troubled faces
dmmﬂﬂlﬂnﬂﬁtuuutmm Until he sees
the millions tramping the streets of our marvelous cities seeking in vain for

a chanoe to work snd to earn a living., Until he hears of man's lunger end une




fed childrem and myriads begging at charitable institutions for btread and
cast-off old clothes. Until he hears of food being destroyed because

there is too much of 1%, while the poor golumgry. Until he hears of failures
and baskruptoles sod suicides and then in utber confusion smd despair he would
be forced to cry out, "'tis a mad world, my masters!”

He would see a nation priding itself upon self government, passing virtucus
laws to make its people more rightecus snd then flagrantly snd with almost
univeraal mimvhlﬂluthnmlmm&hm&mh'u lows
and its habits of 1ife are in Irrecomcilable contrast, he would find that its
national 1life is befouled with Iyvocragy, corruption amnd criume.

Te have tallked about world pesce for a long time. e have had & Fermanent
Court of Arbvitration since 1899, = FPermament Court of International Justice
since 1922. Ve have & League of Nations, Locarno freaties and the Pact of Paris -
all solemm arrangements by the natioms of the sarth wherebly they pledge themselves
never to resort to war mnd to sulmit all of thelr conflicts to judisial settle-
ments of mediation or arbitration. The mations are preparing for a disarmsment
conferance in 1932 and their mode of preparation seems to be a feverish activity
to increase thelr armies and navies and alr fleeots. The United States plammed te
welcome the disammment conference of 1932 with eleven new crulssrs and only
our staggering national deficit compelled the President to reduce that number to
five, But why five new oruisers If you are going to disamm?

The war to end war resulted in our government speading four lmmdved and fifty-
three millions on ita army in 1930 as against one hundred and sixty millions in
{ﬂ}mtmmﬂndmwﬂumuuuhrnlwuwnm
hundred and twenty-nine millions. - A mad, mad world,my masters!



-3‘

We don't want our government in business snd yet when the umrestricted
competitive individualism of imerican business and its uneconomie expansion
brings the country %o cheos and dissaster the iederal Govermment is called upon
to 4g something about = situation which it was powerless to anticipate or to
prevent.

e don't want the dole in the United States Lecause the dole would de-
moralize the imerican workingman and so we feed him with charity which is thas
most degrading and humiliating way of helping a man tide over the inevitable
psriods of enforced idleness.

e chatter a good deal about the rugged individualisn of the American
people but what becomes of the rugged individualism of the worker who is pried
loose of his job and for six months or o year or two years can't earn a living
for himself and his children and is driven to the bread line?

Te say that one of the causes of the depression is that consummation has
not kspt pace with produstion, that we produced more than cur people could btuy
and yet in the face of the fact that the purchasing power of six milliom of
unemployed people is almost entirely destroyed, we are now cutting the wages
of those who remain at work.

The Fresldent of the United States says "don't cut wages" and can't do
anything about it.

The Fresident of the United States Steel Corporation says, "cut wages"
nnd everybody cutsd

A mad, mad world, my masters!
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AN ABSTRACT OF THE ADDRESS
"$PIS A MAD WORLD,MY MASTERS*
BY

RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER
SUNDAY, OCTOBER lth, 1931

Certainly if some stranger from Mars should visit this planet of ocurs
at the moment and behold the utter comfusion of our lives, the unrest and
conflicts, our humanm polity, he would upon a hasty and grateful return to his
native planst report of us as did an English traveler in the Viddle of the
Seventeenth Century of his native Englénd, "'Tis a mad world, my masters.”

He would see nations pledging themselves to enduring friendship, vowing
in solemn pacts never to resort te war, setting up adequate agencies for
the adjustment of their differences and st the same time arming themselves
to the teeth, piling up armsmemt sky high and devising the wost cunning
and deadliest instruments of mutual destructiom.

He would see a nation on the Vestera hemisphbere fair ani spacious whose
treasure troves were filled with the glittering gold of half the world,
He would see fields stretching emdlessly across a vast continent glorious
with the pleatiful harvest of golden grain. He would see cotton fields
rich in the white splendor of their abundant crop. He would see wells pouring
out the precious oll in torrential streams from the dark caverns of the earth,
He woul® ses the most sikclllful machines of stranges power and efficacy capable
of producing commodities adequate for the needs of everybody. And not being
acquainted with our strange human ways he would be tempted to exclaim, how
blessed and how fortunate we must be,

Until - until he losks & 1little closer and sses the dark, troubled faces
of men, women and children mﬂﬂ their bitter complaints. Until he sees
the millions tramping the strests of our marvelous citles seeking in vain for

a chance to work and to earn a living., Until he hears of man's lunger and un-




fed childrem and myriads begging at charitable institutions for bread and
cast-off old clothes. Until he hears of food being destroyed because

there is too much of 1it, while the poor gohungry. Until he hears of failures
and bankruptcies and suicides and then in utter confusion snd despalr he wounld
be forced to cry out, "'tis a mad world, my masters!”

He would see a nation priding itself upon self government, passing virtuous
laws to make its people more righteous and then flagrantly and with almost
universal connivance violating thess same laws and because !; people's laws
and its habits of 1life are in irreconcilable contrast, he would find that its
national 1life is befouled with hypocracy, corruption and crime.

Ve have talked about world peace for a long time. Ye have had a Permanent
Court of Arbitration since 1899, a Permanent Court of Internatiomal Justice
since 1922, We have & Leagus of Nations, Locarno Treaties and the Pact of Paris -
all solemn arrangements by the nationms of the earth whersby they pledge themselves
never to resort to war and to submit all of their conflicts to judicial settle-
ments of mediation or arbitration. The nations are preparing for a disarmsment
conferance in 1932 and their mode of preparation seems to be a feverish activity
to increase thelr armies and navies and alr fleets. The United States plamned to
welcome the disarmament conference of 1932 with eleven new cruisers and only
our staggering national deficit compelled the President to reduce that number to
five. But why five new cruisers if you are going to disarm?

The war to end war resulted in our government spending four mdred and fifty-
three millions on its army in 1930 as against one hundred and sixty millions in
1913 and three hundred and seventy five milliom for its navy as against one
undred and twenty-nize millions. = A mad, med world,my mnasters!
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We don't want cur government in business and yet when the umrestricted
competitive individualisn of American business and its uneconomic expansion
brings the country to chaos and dissaster the federal Government is called upon
to dg something about a situation which it was powerless to anticipate or to
prevent.

We don't want the dole in the United States becamse the dole would de-
moralize the imerican workingman and so we feed him with charity which is the
most degrading and bumiliating way of helping a man tide over the inevitable
periods of enforced idleness.

We chatter a good deal about the rugged individualism of the American
people but what becomes of the rugged individualism of the worker who is pried
loose of his job and for six months or a year or two years can't earn & livine
for himself and his children and is driven to the bread line?

Ve say that one of the causes of the depression is that consummation ham
not lkept pace with productionm, that we produced more than our people could buy
and yet in the face of the fact that the purchasing pover of six million of
unemployed people is almost entirely destroyed, we are now cutting the wages
of those who remain at work,

The President of the United States says "don't cuf Iﬁl" and can't do

anything about it.
The Fresident of the United States Steel Corporation says, "cut wages"

and everybody cuts!
A mad, mad world, my masters!




















