
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series IV: Sermons, 1914-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         154           54           405 
 
 

How shall we answer the challenge to Israel?, 1931. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



' 

"HOW ~m u .AN~WER THE CHEI,I,EllGm ~o Ib1W:L?" 

DELIVERED :SY 

RABBI ilBA HILLEL SILVER 
il'l'D~ 

bWD.A.Y, ,.OVE:,~BEB 15th, 1931. 

l 

Occasionally one reads a book or an article about the 

Jews which gives one the pleasant sensation that somehow the world 

-is moving forward. ~o this category belongs the article recently 

published in Harper• a !agazine called "·rbe Challenge to Israel." 

It is from the pen of Prof. illiam Orton ho is the 

professor of economics and sociology at 1th Coll ge. It is a fine 

comprehensive statement of the position of th J in the world tod.8¥ 

t 

and his possible meaning to modern civilization. It ives evidence of 

a keen, fine, analytical mind of a man who could brin0 both objectivity 

and sympat~ to the subject. And above all, it is an arti~le free from 

venom and from honey. 

The very name of the article, 11 'I'he Challenge to Israel" 

betrays the fact that the Jew is still the chall nge to the Gentiles. 

Seemingly the Jew is as much of a problem to the Gentiles as he is to 

himself. le re all rather orbidly sensitive aoout ouraelvea and al•~• 

think of ourselves in terms of a pro lem. 

You know, of course, the stor told of the four men who 

vere asked to write a dissertation on the albatross. On.e was an Engliabman 

and he at once went to the country where the albatroaa is suppoaed to live 
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and made a very careful stuey from first-hand observation. of the life 

and the habits of the albatross and wrote a treatise of its natural 

habitation. 

The next was a German who at once went tote great 

libraries and traced down every book that had anything to say about 

the albatross . .And he wrote a voluminous and highly technical treatise 

which he called: a volume full of scientific 

references and foot notes. 

The third was a Frenchman and he wrote a perfectly cha.rilling 

and delightful treatise of the albatross and his amours. 

The fourth was a Jew. He at nee rote a somber and doleful 

treatise on the albatross and his relation to the Jewish problem. 

The Jew is still the IIcy"stery. still tbe enigma, both to 

himself and to the outside world. He can I t be ignored. he can't be overlooked. 

he can I t be destroyed for someho 'I he is like that bone stuck in the throat 

of the animal of which the Rabbis spoke, h.lch can not be swallowed or ejected. 

It is stuck. 

For some be presents a sociologic and biologic phenomenon which 

incites scholars to research and investi 0 ation. The JewJ The Jew! Al eys the 

Jewl 

He is the student that is thrown out from the classroom of the 

universities of Warsaw and Budapest and Bucharest and Vienna. He ia the man 

against whom eight or ten million l azis a.re today singing their medieval songs 

of hate in the modern cities of Germany. lie is the Cabinet .inister in 
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England, the Supreme Court Justice int e United States. He is the 

millionaire in {all Street and the pauper in half the countries of 

Europe. He is eud, Bergson and Einstein. He is the bootlegger and 

the racketeer. The Jew1 The Jew! Al ays the JewJ He is nationalist 

and assimilationist. He is radical and reactionary. He is the pioua 

man and the scoffer. He is the ognoatic and be is the martyr, servile 

and prou.d. 

The Gentile simply can not understand him. And so he 

writes books about him . .And moat of the books are preposterously unreal. 
' 

But occasionally one comes across a book or an article that is intelligent 

and understa.~ding which gives evidence of hi torical perspective and 

comprehensive of the problem in its full scope. Such an article is "The 

Challenge to Israel" from the pen of Prof. illiam Orton. 

Professor Orton understands the Jewish problem in the 

modern world and i the U.ited States particularly, and its relation to 

anti-Semitism very well. He knows the increasing pressure which is 

being put on Jewish life in those countries here freedom and d nocracy 

see. to have been established and given the Jew equalit with all other 

peoples. He knows of the social segregation. He knows of the obstacles 

placed in the wtq of education for his children, the econ ic disabilities 

DIii hich the Jewisn workingman and oman and the professional man and 

oman encounter daily. He know• of the increasing intellectual anti-semitiam. 

For example he speaks of, "With college over, the queation of 

career become• urgent. .And here we strike the gravest fact of all. While 
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the Jewish rate of increase holds its own with that of other stocks. 

the sphere of possible employment has undergone a marked and deliberate 

restriction in recent years. ~o which of the professions shall the 

young Jew turn 1th - let us not SEcy" even cnance. let us say a 

sporting chance - of success? Perhaps the law is still open; but 

consider the competitive handicap if he ~ou.ld be a doctor, a dentist, a 

teacher, an accountant, anything that depends on general patronage. 

How much harder must he ork, ho much ore able ust he be, how ch 

more ::aumble pie st he eat, to get as far as hie non-Jewish colleagues, 

merit for merit. ~u.ppose he tu.ms to finance. He will early discover 

the force of conscious anti-semitism w.erever tne influence of one of 

our greatest banking houses may reach - and hat is very far. He will 
that 

discover the extent to which ll&poliq sets t e tone of conservative 

firms everywhere. Bitterest of all, he 111 find a scarcely armer 

welcome from many prominent firms of Jewis o ers1ip, hich prefer to 

attract Gentiles, if only for shop..window purposes. If of exceptional 

ability, he may e hired and put to work behind the scenes, where others 

will ick his rains for a remuneration held down by the narrowness of 

his alternative mployments. oasibly - proba ly indeed - he will 

concentrate with succeaa on the sole task of making money; what else can 

he make? From the standpoint of life, o ... personality, he will be luckiest 

if he can find a vocation that he can pursue mainly alone. 7e hear much, 

and from Jews themselves, of the ineradicable individualism of the Jew; 
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but who can say how mu.ch of it is a forced habit, forced by the 

growing sentiment of extrusion? And the number of strictly individual 

vocations in America is shrinking at a tremendous pace; not merely 
• 

in businesf, finance and the professions, but in art, letters, and 

science as well. The consequences are visible in the concentration of 

Jewish economic life in a few - aver ew - secondary trades and in 

the increasing severity of the struggle for career in the ·orld at large." 

T'nat man knows whereof be speaks. ...hat I s t e most 

desperate problem f aci erican Jewr• to •. le haven't been fully 

wrucened to t he realization ol the probl • 

Of ~ourse, Prof. Orton has no remed¥. He offers no solution. 

Like Heywood Broun in his book "Christians Only" which I reviewed aome time 

o, he is a le to see the cancer but can't describe a cure. I, for one, 

am skeptical of all these good-will movement• which have been abroad in the 

land in recent yeara, of a ois and ministers getting together and telling 

each other what wonderful fellows they are, how exalted their faiths are. 

They avoid the µgly realities of life. I am till to find a goo~will 

preacher getti p before a Christian congregation and talking to them 

on the one subject oi importance, namely, "~ are Jews ex~luded from 

employment?" Because they are JewsJ Why is the Jew beizl& undermined by 

the policy of excluaion? What will become of the ten• of thousand• of 
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young Jews and Jewesses, entitled to earn a living, en t ey 

find themselves s tout? at will beco□e of thee nomic 

stability oft is coun ry when these spirits, and rightf lly so, 

becJme a source of unrest int is land 

Prof. rton proceeds to a:al ze some of the 

fundamental factors which are responsible for the schism etween 

,. 

Jew a.:d Ge~tile. Here he enters the realm of race ps c ology d 

roup c lture hie' is to my mind, debatea'le ground. Rere opinion 

prev ls rather than f t. B~t the o~ nio s f rof. rton e 

e ertheles chale~ging d to us ig 1 p • entary d c~use 

t e re -:'!lplimentar ish to spea."d: o his morni • 

T er are two hin? ong mazy others, declares 

tis cononist, hi h separate the J wisn o tloo o lie ro t 

Ge tile's o • estern -orld, hie o st les e deep-rooted b virgin 

... t ti tudes 1:.ich some o c not · e reco ciled. _ e first o these is 

t at t, e ~ ordic has lost fait, l s culture, ·1e t Jew• s faith 

in his, is haken. e ·, stern European in'd as lost a th in 

·tself, in its instit tio a, in ts reli ion. in its democrac • in 

the ver ' scientific achievement of hich it boasted. 

"Post- eri a s roduced a literature of dis-

content th·t is almo tun arallelie in the orld.' ver here t· ere 

is lack of . ffirmation n v lu.cs. _he est that philosop and 

science h ve 1 ft to offer is a sort of "st rile neo-Stoicism." It 
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as no faith left by h • il man an live. T~ ere is a Vi orld of 

• 
truth in that. All you ve to do is read "The •. odern Temper0 

of .. 1r. Krutch to understand what a waive of essimism, disillusion 

and negation has swept over the mind of the Western world. ·iihat is 

the case with the Jew? And here I quote from Prof. Orton: 

11 .A.--id is the Jew differently placed or co stituted 

in this respect? It is both his curse 

Stripped thro uh t1e centuries of ev r 

d his blessing that he is. 

ce to pin his hope on 

transitory values, urged b sword a.?d fire of all the vested interests 

of corporate livL"lg, the Je has a direct bold on life itself where 

the • ordic clutches it o:ily 1th a.Tl. apparatus o concepts, L stitutions, 

rationalized ends and purposes. For this reason it is not, general y 

speaking, , ithin tne power of the Jewish mind - as it certai ly is 

within that of the Gentile - to underl?line t e incentives to living. 

The tho ht of the Jew ay be somber, pe simistic, tragic; it is 

hardly every decadent. His blood believes, let rain do what • t m • 

Leth" think and talk d live and die a.n apostate , the race in him 

utters from d to daJ its pragmatic affirmation. You ill hear shrewd 

and cynical appraisal of men and motives oftener from Je,ish lips t 

from Gentile; but you will el o hear, even of this civilization, the 

doubt , the i para.gement, the deni of its hopes and ends that are 
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common among Gentile intellectuals. As many Jews a.s Gentiles, no 

doubt, reject it; but the Jewish rejection will more frequently 

have the strength of passion d hatred where t e e:itile gets 

.o farther than distaste, aversion, disill sion. 

"It is in virtue of this qualit that tne Jew' s 

never bee~ tempted to hope or believe too ch. Give the Gantile 

a bit of new truth. what does he 'it: ? 'ot content \ith 

t 

merel living it, he mu.st need spi~ out o ·t a whole series of 

concepts and theorems, w ich prese tly he ill instit tionalize and 

fashio into a system. • i th t is ystem he t ill t rensform c 1 tures, 

build pires. foun sc' ools oft' o ht or religion or jurisprude ce, 

nnd rwi energeticall abo t t b.e world procla • i g that all w 10 do :10t 

believe in i s stem are damned irrevocabl to the specially on-

s tructed part o • the s st c led ell ( e er • s ste has 1 ts Eell. 

That is the wa of life for the Gentile. Consider w at he did with 

the prophet of Galilee. hristi ity never bothered itself nruch 

bo t understanding the oor prophet - a.--id now it dare not. All it 

sa west e starting point or a ew s stem, forte most staggering 

s ;perstruct re of metaphysics d theolo t at ever dazed mank1n -

but a system, n ne the less, t t ma istcry. 0 t system fails, 

breaks up. collapses, s sooner or later syste .s do. The Jew q ietly 
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oes on living, unsh en, not even di ill sioned - ~dis hated 

or it . Butte Je 

extrava.g~ ces OJ. 

tone nen ts, tr 

as ever te pted to p t his fa·th n the 

stem. -hree gods in o e , v rio s 

st ti tio s , re-e ectio , rede.iption, ation -

the Je ou.ld. not tta·n s h hei so~ Ge.tile ar~~it cture , t·o ~ 

he tried r at v~rioa~ ~ sand plpces. sat int e c l2r, or 

• iell on t: e s, nmi t o 

ith • .or it 

tter - ~aiting n 

r 
ti c· s st m. 

• ·1s od id. ot 

o sa int e gutter 

ru y be said t t • re t:e 0 rdic god i 

autl orit d sanction for the ·-01 c s stem, t Je isn od ·s j t 

an cess • ost at tot Je • h ;a livin n fee ins. .h 

-od of t e J is t e , the truth, nd t· e life . he o o te 

...:i·ordi is t· e ratio?lalizati n of the .:or c ill to .. 0·1er, the ltimate 

~il to po1er di·tate . _ o e 1ho re et 

su.ch t i s re forced to e T e Je does ... ot h .. ve o de. hi 

o in order to n· eve "ree o . 11 

_ "'t's a reuar, bl state nt on t· e ~ professor 

of econ ics d soc olo , st~dent o re_i ion. _her se r .s o be 

here ru L s: ht i.. o cient re igion of cient _ eople t. a.t h s 

l ived l ong e erienced ch, ot driven tote ez~e s of opti ism 

or ir . t t f ce life q reil , realisticall nd ·1 1. o life 

e ~e l ife is ood. When •o s ~p , at ·s to es d aoo t Je ish 
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philosop • t1.at rett well sums it up . 

. e finds a..~other asic difference between J daism and 

vhri tiani t or the reli·'on of the 'le ter:i v,orld and t!at is this: 

in the re ~ of ethics . ~· istian ~thics is ultra-hUI:1 n. It de~ .. ~s 

the • ossi le . Je ish tics is d .ed by its realism, ·ts 

inte-=ise. t or.a o t of 

t 

out of metaphysics nd theolo • _ re is no saintliness d a ceticism 

in J e is ethics, st a broad :. ·t . _ e Je ne er c de mu ·1e 

bo t s ints. _e as alwa s s s icio s o t. • "'l1he eaven s belong to 

t e ord, the earth He gave tot childr • In a t e av 

a defi:1.i te st temen t o on o our ~ aobis, "Don t tr~ to too pio . It 

is ot ood for .. o . n (He re Cl.'11 t 

·hich I o 

So that no 

py life . 

l en t ened. ( 

d 0 t is 

i 1 go 

Jcwi h et 

(Hebre 

eore 

a is not in heave.• 

a. in it do . 
ics re give .. 0 t' 

) u I 

11 -hat 

b t • t is ver.; ar to 0 • 

t a n l i ve it i 

rd r t at t da •s . e 

i ht e ood tl ee. ti 

ti 

J ish et C t c lled for 0 S' nerve- rac'"in_, ide lism. 

Therefore , accordi - to Prof. 

C .. ist i it 1ith th s ate 

to , Je 'sh t· i as ·s ·t 

roke ci.o m, is ts lf re 

and per i sten t . 

0 do n 0 • 

: .. arriage n t' a fami ly, parent· ood, r L stit tion disanpeari n the 

ester n worl d. ~ e only _1 ce o ref ge for tie stil l is Isr el. 



• 

- 11 -

~~ti-Je ish prej dice er sts, will er ist fort· ese 

reason e tioned, fr an ot· er r aso sin cate riter. 

, 
I the swer? , at • all e Je • 'o toda to 

swer? cording o Prof. Orton t · r is to oun in the 

cour·geous aocept2..~ce on t1e p ert 01 t he Je, of s estin . _ e 

s er is not in tbe re n fro the 

rticl: 

t, fortitude - t'e ver/ or re a a le ge. 

Is e as I write t e t e slow smile . o Jewish lips, • a.l 

pitiful, 1 s donic, as if to s t i ello m der ext? 

I' o - ho does not? - t t g p adox n J e i h e e quely 

lent of p it· d irony, arrog ce ility • ne ation i vinci le 

did • 

ot r it o met p' sics, 'in Jew·s e es, 1 to the Je • 

b ffli.~ to the non-Je. ,ell I ven 1 t -ound it. 

-ere l e pe • s to t e o a- Je: c;, 

t: t is b 

"It i t 

ssed 

ismis 1 . re us, or 

gen ration o J ws rat·er t1 of entiles 

i ealistic tr d tion. ! e e. tile an i . l 

1 co ~orta ly ~ 1 , to c ept it. 

_be e of tod , una le i hr to ccept or r ject it, t ~ s ref e er 

a cultured and ac late s -e ... ticism. _ or is te pte , uc ft e time 

ccessf 11, to ... 1 t .. e e o adj ten for it o s e. I is 

econd ture to • • ai int rit et eati of t e ra beco es 
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mer confidence in tne cleverness it, ic' he can avail h self of 

t e sit ation sit is, 

even the desir bilit of 

becomes er tint· e 

d e. ds per:.a: a denial o~ t e ossi 'lit• 

• at as isdom int e old generat ion 

• Pride int t vr t, a seer t S!ld i ilistic 

pride, f fills t e place of pride in that ,i dom almost iu.t never q ite. 

If onl t· eir race o ld let t· go; but it ill ot, altog t her. It 

clutches e ectedl • rec· • n0 r,here it s ee i . ored. -· at • s 

l o-· e!ltirel a:..,p - ec s ass·. ilation i the 11 assi ilated" Je is 

es entially a negativ sture, d the loo s • _ t • t e 

ed 1 .. rriage enter d o i e, a surre der, peril of 

rather t' as .. 11 e, a n e e to e in. _he J e ish eart 

i t ~ s cretl s· ed t e ail· e • " 

Assi ilatio then is not t elution. t is is dest·n 

s· 1 tnis eel res rof. Orto • II .is estin is otnin 8 ort of t e • 

salvaging of estern Civilization." ... e ,.es tern ,orld st ds toda sorel 

? 

in eed of t .ose spiri 1 V ritie hich t e J d tae Je lon C ive 

i . Tl ese values ar f rst, t e estern orld eeds the J w1s tneism, hi 

God idea, 1 i 2.ccordi:i to th uthor is t e onl l.TO ea acce table to 

of ife for en, t eism, a od 1hich i 

religion , ich co cer s itself not so 1.;h 1th 0 a, b t • th deeds 

d 1.;on ct d ife " er cal s t - t reat sentence from t .. e 'Bibl 

"To j e the ca se of t oor d tne nee is to lmo ,.,o " • 
I:i ther rds, t leste . orld st sin eed oi' t e "od 

of Isr el. 
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Secondly it eeds Israel' s anism. It n eds Israel's 

code of ethics, its broa n etr..ics "r..ich is concerned i th the da 

to e llf are of ordinary r.ien and ,omen. 'I"ne r'"' gmat ic qu.al 1 ty of 

Jewish morality- th pragmatic q it of Je ish. orality. Ho often 

e have dis ussed it from t' s ver ... ulpit. J daism s lived with 

an or c en tur ies 

therefore c.oesn I t expect t e 

d it knows t· e li.ki at ions of life d 

ossi le of man d it doe n• t like m 

t O OU h life b 'e:ied , ith ilt or si bec::.use t1 e 1 ve not 

at ained t se t~ings . 

... iner, nobler, dB¥ by 

It as{s man to live cle noleso e lies, 

• 

And lastl, 

soc i 1 solicit it • e calls it II social tS! , • a. ' ... ne sense o 1 

belonging too e fa:aily, t e sons of a the mac . e but 

.a ,;} ere each art e:1e its fro .. nd. st enefi r the 

ot er p rt. 

It ,; s t e Je '10 gave kind t1e t·ouu t of the 

bein as belongi ~ to one· rot erhood, to one fellovs.i. 

he thor as· s • • self: "Is 11 t s th t I 

s ·in~ f ~t stic? Is there su a eople, Israel to ·? I talkin 

bout so e cient people that lo ago e sed to exist? 11 

11 .ne Israel ·o ite of - it i Jee .. o i t· is -

is t· ide ized Israel o. ient eam. Look d ou t the 

Isr el of reality, of twentieth-ce:1tur :e Yor . _, ere, eve. in the 

best of it - fon~alistic, old or liberalizing ~e - ill o find the 
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~bsta..~ce of tl t • e. toda? A..~d •h, i ase, s uld s 

bo r t'emsel es with ,orld mission? Is not their o 

exist nee roblem eno ~ 

11 Tr:i eno • t' t t· thi. s st e in, \dt t· 

re ccept ce , e Je s t'.emselves heir o ra.di t io : a r -

expression, a re-inte retation, or t· e elves o their on c lture. 

So ch is lrea i~ progress, on a scale tu.all· mp a le ·.ith 

et, is t t h_ golde age in Sp in. Onl ere 

re ~scence con eived nits relation t . e • ·estern orld. . or 

the ost t, as et, ti a re ssert·on - o et e ressiv , 

exclu ive reassertion - of Je sh e~i s, for Jes. And th tis 

the~ ediate necessity. Beyond t ~tit ·s .ot ~ ce s y no to 

spec:il te. -or a desti evaded is a doom; d t· instinct oft e 

race i et " ive. 11 

"It proceeds . o atio. 1 • ""lectic. -O argu.e tie 

"\ ger case ould be presumption. It is ot in p e t of debt 

hat e Jewish re ·e • i .1. ' e ter:i culture can be urged. - ere 

ca.."1. be only one debt: the d t i ica.ted in Le isohn' s . e phrase, 

"Bein a Je is . t e o es 

" I i 0 n irt e of • els.. t e or d c 

pon t· a. t is eca: se they ve been despia d and re·ected of en; 
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bec~use the have suffered d sacrificed as . o race as had to 

s fer or sacrifice, ecause t .. ere is even et so little room for 

t e .. , so s ender a sec- rit , in t: e ri • est nation of t· e art , 

that t e will com at last ringi g ne • lesaine to t·e worl that 

.. as rev· led he1 , offerin:;; t at • ic ca."l. ot be taken ro t· 

to those t t it i dar.me a..vid t· e s· ado. o d.eath. " 

It soun like e et se on oft est Ra i. 

I is ood, my frie ds, to e to d • a non-Je t: t 

t· .. e Je • s so t: ·nb to of er o ern ivi iz 

s iritu.al ealth, is tre sure troves. _ • t 

our s ri ·1t along. ve e ee.1 s 

o t of S 0 

ee. our a pe to 

g to our people? ·"e 

h .... ve een s • i to l er: • tl eir • o t esp ci 1~. that r e. ce. 

tee· ology, or or an·z tio, or the, ~owledge a o t tle, hi.e , 

eve. or t e 1 o ledge o t· e arts wen. ot .... ore to the Gent· les. 

In t:.ose fields, l thoug' we , ave "de , i i i t co.trio -

tions those reals,· e e lear ers, not tea • ers - e re tl e 

p pils, t e re t .. 1e t a hers. t \"." e.. it comes to tters of ith 

an r.oral ity, of i eal s, o ide • of 11 life, o:· arr 0 e, o 

p enthood, of ideal o. pu.r • o:f oli eas, ustice, lov • of 

ort • 0 it~ • 0 e sanctit 0 jhome life. - 0.l t ... ese 

•;e ar t' tea .. ers. t: e are t· lear era. r's i t .. cient 

·isdo eter. fl e. .!. t•s 1 at ve ve ee , in a- to our . ople, 

too o Q people. 11 .. -ere i "JO spiritual om~, ere is the cos i 1 
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ho e for ,. our -re3l s an our visions . ere is pro hec d ere is 

the ... a.gna Carta o:· freedom , h~"'"...,, justice, eace . 11 

... he world s over and over again in its hours of 

darkness d defeat turned to our ode and our th. 7 y e OU 

follov;u sore will-o- the-wisp in some alien ield? Drink deep of the 

i aters o your cient culture and e strengtlened. 

I t is good to hear t e non-J ew re- echo t is tho ,,.ht. 

er: aps he-n. the non-J e v ill s i kee on s ing it , the Jew 

vi ll come to believe t . 

c allenge to Israeli t· es e h lenge as t e 

o e prono ced over t.o.ree t ... o sand ear --~o: " re shall e unto 

: .. e a ingdom o priests 

oot of ?.t . Sinai . .:. .. t 

a oly at ion, 11 : at ,as pro cu.need at t 

is Israel's missio , its ross d its crown, 

'to be a l i ght unto the tio s . 1 

A.--id no r'lhe t .e n .. tions e aci::tg dar1mess d doom 

nd ssaster and tne 'ole 1v·11zation hie they ilt by t eir 

own hands has toppled overt ir 

that li t ,. ich was ki::idled thous 

ea s , the are again tur i. to 

ds of • ears ago i n t e deserts of 

Ara i a , by the rivers of abyl o. a· ica l t e storms o t se 

t· ousands of ears have .. ot extinguished - a light unto t e world. 



open question is more significant than 
what they say; but their conclusions 
tend to~ome more and more pessi
mistic. "The established order suffers 
from a ronic and growing malaise," 
writes that ex-champion of the Nordic, 
Mr. Lothrop Stoddard. "There is 
increasing dissatisfaction with what is, 
coupled with a restless and rather aim
less search after the new. Faith de
cays. Lastly, men lose interest in 
many things hitherto deemed of vital 
import. . . . An impressive body of 
evidence from several distinct angles 
clearly tends to how th~t our civiliza
tion is nearing its end." ot merely 
its accomplishments, ut its ideals 
begin to pall. The sense of direction 
grows faint within us. The hands that 
built the machine are too weary to 
control it, the eyes too dim to hold the 
distant vision. oi ily and with f re
netic capers we reaffirm our pride in our 
achievement; but the voices lack con
viction, the gestures seem a little 

while we make them. 



college over, the que tion of 
career becomes urgent. And here we 
strike the grave t fact of all. \Vhile 
the Jewi h rate of increa e hold it own 
with that of other stock , the phere 
of po ible employment ha undergone 
a marked and deliberate re triction in 
recent years. To which of the pro
fession shall the young Jew turn with 
-let u not ay an even chance, let us 
ay a sporting chance-of ucce ? 

Perhap the law i till open; but con
sider the competitive handicap if he 
would be a doctor, a denti t, a teacher, 
an accountant, anything that depends 
on general patronage. How much 
harder mu t he work, how much more 
able mu the be, how much more hum
ble pie mu t he eat, to g t a far a his 
non-Jewi h colleague , merit for m rit. 

uppo he turn to finance. He will 
early di cover the force of con • ious 
anti- miti m wherever the influence 
of one of our greate t banking hou 
may reach- and that i very far. Ile 
will discover the extent to which that 
policy t the tone of con ervative 
firms everywhere. Bitt r t of all, 
he will find a scarcely warmer welcome 
from many prominent firm of Jewi 'h 
owner hip, which prefer to attract 
Gentile , if only for hop-window pur
po es. If of exceptional ability, he 
may be hired and put to work behind 
the scene , where other will pick hi 
brains for a remuneration h Id down 
by the narrowness of his alternative 
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employments. Possibly-probably in
deed-he will concentrate with success 
on the sole task of making money; what 
else can he make? From the stand
point of life, of personality, he will be 
luckiest if he can find a vocation that 
he can pursue mainly alone. We hear 
much, and from Jews themselves, of the 
ineradicable individualism of the Jew; 
but who can say how much of it is a 
forced habit, forced by the growing 
sentiment of extrusion? And the num
ber of strictly individual vocations in 
America is shrinking at a tremendous 
pace: not merely in business, finance, 
and the professions, but in art, letters, 
and science as well. The consequences 
are visible in the concentration of Jew
ish economic life in a few-a very few
secondary trades, and in the increasing 
severity of the st,uggle for career in the 
world at largeJ Other consequences 
which we shall presently consider are 
less visible. Let us glance first at 
certain other, less visible, factors in the 
segregation. 



the ew1s ques 
This one, far from being an 

exception, is, likely to off end more than 
most. Let me state, therefore, at the 
outset that it is not the sort of subject 
one writes about for fun. Or for money. 
There are plenty of other subjects, 
controversial subjects, in which the 
limits of possible injury to either side 
are fairly understood, and no vital hurt 
is likely to befall. But this subject is 
different. It is like one of those quar
rels between lovers arising from some 
trifle that suddenly flares up in sym
bolic significance of deep and radical 
division, in which love and life may 
irretrievably go down. None the less, 
every student of Western culture, 
especially American culture, has at some 
time to wrestle with it. The exi tence 
of the Jewish people is a perpetual 
challenge to the Gentile world. The 
subject follows where other subjects are 
left behind. It will not be igno~ed. 

I look out through the pine trunks of 
the high wood in which I write, out over 
farmlands and townships and the dis
tant river, to where the hills range 
couch ant in their eternaJly arrested 
leap toward the west. A train is crawl
ing by the river; very faintly the noise 
of it comes through sunny space to me 
in my sea of rocks and last year's leaves. 
Now the smoke is gone; the noontide 
silence falls again . . . and my mind 
goes back to those other hills, six 
thousand miles away, from which the 
patriarch first looked westward toward 
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their own tradition: a reexpression, a 
reinterpretation, for themselves of their 
own culture. So much is already in 
progress, on a scale actually compara
ble with the golden age in Spain. Only 
here and there, as yet, is that renas
cence conceived in its relation to the 
\Vestern world. For the most part, as 
yet, it is a reassertion-sometimes an 
aggressive, an exclusive reassertion
of Jewish genius, for Jews. And that 
is the immediate necessity. Beyond 
that it is not necessary now to specu
late. For a destiny evaded is a doom; 
and the instinct of the race is yet 
alive. 

It proceeds by no rational dialectic. 
To argue the larger case would be 
presumption. It is not in payment of 

any debt that the Jewish redemption 
of "' estern culture can be urged. 
There can be only one debt: the debt 
indicated in Lewisohn 's fine phrase, 
"Being a Jew is what he owes man
kind." It is not in virtue of any claim 
the world can make upon them. It is 
because they have been despised and 
rejected of men; because they have 
suffered and sacrificed as no race has 
had to suffer or sacrifice; because there 
is even yet so little room for them, so 
slender a security, in the richest nation 
of the earth-that they will come at last 
bringing new blessing to the world that 
has reviled them, offering that which 
cannot be taken from them to those 
that sit in darkness and the shadow of 
death. ~ 

CERTAINTY 

BY DOROTHY SEAGER 

I SHOULD not be startled 
To see you in my door, 

Crying, "I have come to stay." 
Nothing rrwre. 

I s/wuul, only let you in 
Quietly and say, 
"The fire still burns. I heard your steps 
For a long way." 
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life from which the raison d'etre has 
imperceptibly departed. ) It is true 
that science, having finatiy dissipated 
the world of everyday experience and 
expanded the universe in inconceivable 
dimensions, ends by assuring the lay
man that he may consider himself still 
at liberty to believe in some kind of a 
god if he happens to be that kind of a 
person; but for the sort of faith men 
live by, neither it nor philosophy has 
any firm ground to offer. or is there 
any longer in the Western mind the 
strength to utter a credo quia absurdum. 

And is the Jew differently placed or 
constituted in this respect? It is both 
his curse and his blessing that he is. 
Stripped through the centuries of every 
chance to pin his hope on transitory 
values, purged by sword and fire of all 
the vested interests of corporate living, 
the Jew has a direct hold on life itself 
where the Nordic clutches it only with 
an apparatus of concepts, institutions, 
rationalized ends and purposes. For 
this reason it is not, generally speaking, 
within the power of the Jewish mind
as it certainly is within that of the 
Gentile-to undermine the incentives 
to living. The thought of the Jew 
may be somber, pessimistic, tragic; it 
is hardly ever decadent. His blood 
believes, let brain do what it may. 
Let him think and talk and live and die 
an apostate, the race in him utters 
from day to day its pragmatic affirma
tion. You will hear hrewd and cyni
cal appraisal of men and motives 
oftener from Jewish lips than from 
Gentile; but you will seldom hear, even 
of this civilization, the doubt, the dis
paragement, the denial of its hopes and 
ends that are common among Gentile 
intellectuals. As many Jews as Gen
tiles, no doubt, reject it; but the Jewish 
rejection will more frequently have the 
strength of passion and hatred where 
the Gentile gets no farther than dis
taste, aversion, disillusion. 

For so/'of this difference race is 

ome of it, 
hi I am not c here with 
cau come of the 
two fa t of Jewish 
psycho empted to call, 

the iction in terms, 
Pragmatic, be
f the Jews has 

been time did their 
faith, the ar away from 
the brut stance and 
human lack of a 
better o imply irit that 
still fi e worth whi n all its 
extri nctions have denied 
or tom away. 

It is in virtue of this quality that the 
Jew has never been tempted to hope or 
believe too much. Give the Gentile a 
bit of new truth, and what does he do 
with it? Not content with merely liv
ing it, he must needs spin out of it a 
whole series of concepts and theorems, 
which presently he will institutionalize 
and fashion into a System. With this 
System he will transform cultures, build 
empires, found schools of thought or 
religion or jurisprudence, and run 
energetically about the world proclaim
ing that all who do not believe in his 
System are damned irrevocably to a 
specially constructed part of the System 
called Hell ( every System has its Hell). 
That is the way of life-for the Gentile. 
Consider what he did with the prophet 
of Galilee. Christianity never both
ered itself much about understanding 
the poor prophet-and now it dare not. 
All it saw was the starting point for a 
new System, for the most staggering 
superstructure of metaphysics and 
theology that ever dazed mankind
but a System, none the less, that made 
history. Now the System fails, breaks 
up, collapses, as sooner or later Systems 
do. The Jew quietly goes on living, 
unshaken, not even disillusioned-and 
is hated for it. But the Jew was never 
tempted to put his faith in the extrava
gances of any such System. Three 
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gods in one, vicarious atonements, 
transubstantiations, preelection, re
demption, damnation-the Jew could 
not attain such heights of Gentile 
architecture, though he tried hard at 
various times and places. He sat in 
the cellar, or the dungeon, or the 
gutter-waiting and reviled. His god 
did not dwell on the summit of any 
such System. His god sat in the 
gutter with him. For it may truly be 
aid that where the Nordic god is 

authority and sanction for the Nordic 
System, the Jewish god is ju t a neces
sary po tulate to the J ewi h way of 
living and feeling. The god of the 
Jew is the way, the truth, and the life. 

, "The god of the Nordic is the rationali
zation of the Nordic will to power, the 
ultimate excu e for doing what that 

. will to power dictates. Those who 
reject such things are forced to deny 
him. The Jew doe not have to deny 
his god in order to achieve freedom. 

III 

A similar contrast is revealed in a 
comparison of the Jewish ethic, not 
with that of Jesus, which i in the main 
a part of it, but with that of Chris
tianity. The Jewi h ethic is distin
gui hed by its re i m its inten e 
humanism. It grows out of experience 
and history, not out of metaphysics 
and theology. It does not demand the 
impos ible in compliance with the 
postulates of an ultra-human ystem. 
It parts company from the Christian, 
not with .Tesus, but with the abnormal 
- upernormal, if you like-Paul. For 
it is in pired by too deep a knowledge, 
too profound a love of ordinary human 
nature ever to nail it on a cro s of in
compatible facts and a piration . 

True enough that the Chri tian 
record is studded with jewels which 
stand out in fantastic brilliance against 
the sense of sin and hortcoming which 
i neces ary to keep the Christian soul 

at tension. But the heroes of the Jewish 
ethic do not have to be saints and 
ascetics; and the man or woman of to
day has more to learn from Gluckel 
Hameln than from Saint Theresa. 
The Jewish symbolism speaks of a 
broad humanity rather than a narrow 
sainthood, of a pattern that accept on 
equal terms all the fructifying pos, ibili
ties of human nature. It does not in
culcate the nerve-racking tension of 
Christian idealism-compare, if you 
doubt it, the atmosphere of a "good" 
Christian family with that of a cor
responding Jewish one. And for that 
reason the Jewish ethic shows a vital
ity, a persistence, in high contrast with 
that of the Christian \Vest. Again, 
the dynamic West must deny its tradi
tion in order to achieve freedom: the 
Jew can move and breathe freely 
in his own tradition without the 
agony-maybe the spiritual suicide
of abjuration. 

There follows a momentous conse
quence. Gentile, particularly Nordic 
institutions, human enough in their 
origin, become under the architectural 
impulse of the West part of the 
elaborate conceptual and social Sy tern 
that is ordic civilization, with the 
result that as the breakup of that 
System approaches, they also suffer 
tremendou strain and are in fact faced 
with probable dissolution, notwith
standing that no substitutes may be 
discernible for the enduring needs they 
originally satisfied. Such imperiled 
institution are, a is well known, mar
riage, parenthood, the family. Their 
disappearance is everywhere discu sed, 
and in the great cities i actuaHy in 
prob'Te . The prospect is viewed both 
with equanimity and with apprehen
sion, but it is nowhere denied. Among 
many other observers, Bertrand Rus
sell, in a recent e say, admits it very 
frankly. Except within an economi
cally privileged minority-which per
hao will not be indefinitely tolerated-
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is disastrou as to Jewish r hts and 
interests." But he might ve added 
-perhaps n his heart he di a prayer 
for the s cess of the Zio sts in their 
real, th unheard-of e rprise: the 
creatio of a living, toili community 
that s 11 be primarily a symbol, in 
prec1 y the same sen in which bits 
of co red cloth are s bols to other 
peop eived, one may 
dou whether Zioni will be enough. 
Bu whatever else t re may be-and 
it i the purport of t s paper to suggest 
so ething else-wi not demand less 
fa h or less fortitu e. 

1-\,...~ Faith, fortitude-the very words are 
.,,-- a challenge. And I see as I write them 

the slow smile dawn on Jewish lips, 
half pitiful, half sardonic, as if to say, 
Where will this fellow blunder next? 
I know-who does not ?-that baffling 
paradox in Jewish eyes, uniquely blent 
of pity and irony, arrogance and-humil
ity, abnegation and invincible disdain. 

"In them shall all the nations of the 
earth be blessed "-it is the young 
generation of Jews rather than of 
Gentiles that is embarrassed by the 
idealistic tradition. The Gentile can 
imply dismiss it: refuse, or find him
If comfortably unable, to accept it. 

The Jew of to-day, unable either to 
accept or reject it, takes refuge under a 
cultured and immaculate skepticism. 
For he is tempted, much of the time 
successfully, to play the game of ad
justment for its own sake. It is second 
nature to him. Faith in the heritage, 
the destiny, of the race becomes mere 
confidence in the cleverness with which 
he can avail himself of the situation as 
it is, and ends perhaps in a denial of the 
possibility, even the desirability of 
change. What was wisdom in the old 
generation becomes craft in the young. 
Pride in that craft, a secret and ni
hilistic pride, fulfils the place of pride 
in that wisdom-almost, but never 
quite. If only their race would let 
them go; but it will not, altogether. 

It clutches unexpectedly, wrecking 
where it has been ignored. That is 
why the "assimilated" Jew is seldom 
entirely happy-because assimilation 
is essentially a negative gesture, and 
the blood is affronted. That is the 
peril of many a mixed marriage entered 
upon as a compromise, a surrender, 
rather than as an alliance, a new chal-
lenge to destiny. The Jewish heart is~ 
then secretly shamed by the children. ' 
In such situations ith and courage 
fail. And last-fo nly at that point 
can it enter-co e the inward peril 
that Lewisohn ne I think, has dared 
to point out: 'We must expel from 
blood and hr n the ost terrible of all 
the results our l g persecution-a 
shadow oI ur perse utors' estimate of 
us. Not our great t have quite es-
caped t at curse." But under that 
curse e can achiev nothing. What, 
man case, is there o achieve? 

V 

e achievement-let me state 1t 
ly-is . the e,lvaging of Western 

civil ation. That is the challeuge to 
lsr 

e :word diaspora, I read, has two 
meanin s. It may mean, p,s our Bible 
has it ( eut. xxviii, i5) a "tossing to 
and fro mong all the kingdoms." 
It may me n, in the 84,ptuagint version 
of the p ge, a sowing as of seed: 
that seed in hich a1l the nations of the 
earth shall be le~. All the nations 
of the earth t Jews as such, not 
Gentiles as s~ : the full humanity of 
the Messiaoii vi • on. Is there faith in 
Israel, is t~re ne in Christendom, to 
reap that,liarvest? 

As t(} the forme it is not mine to 
judge I can only a rm, as a student 
of tl.tse things, that t re are yet alive 
in srael powers and ssibilities of 
w]pch the Western wo stands in 
sorest need. Among th I have 
chosen three for emphasis. First, its 



H RPER'S MONTHLY MAGAZINE 

theism: as I think, the only theism 
Oiat is still possible to Western man
a pragmatic theism, in which the god 
is literally a way of life. For Israel 
never insisted that other people sub
scribe to its beliefs, nor were its own 
sins ever matters merely of a wrong 
idea. Its errors we1re always of the 
deed, its mandates always of the life 
among men. "He j dged the cause of 
the poor and needy. Was not this to 
know me, saith the Lord?" 

Second, therefore its humanism
if that term may be broad enou r 
an ethic that cares e n for the animals. 
Israel was foremos in the fight for 
humanism in the st ct historical sense. 
But along with th passion for disin
terested thought s has retained, in 
Einstein as in Spin za, the keen sense 
of life in the concre , the keen concern 
for the day-to-day elfare of ordinary 
men and women: a oncern immeasura
bly keener than tha of tho e beneficent 
governments whic slaughter' millions 
of them for their o good in the name 
of abstract ideas ;nd the precise in
terpretation of ph ses. 

Third, therefore, its social stamina. 
It has been said th t the jew can judge, 
but not create, v lues. Yet in those 
values which, as • stitution , make for 
social solidarity, I rael, despite its class 
distinctions, its n caste system, is 
richer than we. aturally so; since its 
life as a society i$ less dependent upon 
extrinsic factors, and the forms of that 
life are less in b dage to a conceptual 
system which t se factors are rapid
ly demolishing. Israel-chaotic, slip
shod, disorderly as it appears to the 
efficient N ordic-+has yet the life of an 
organism: West rn society takes on 
more and more t e aspect of a machine, 
held together b the brute pressures of 
necessity, dren ed in the tears and 
blood of the homankind it ought to 
cherish and fost r. How much even of 
the palliatives at temper the fate of 
its unfortunate does it not owe to the 

wish sense of pity, the Jewish 
fo suffering men and women? 

ere are things Israel 
neces ry things, in which 
has ex lied and of which rael reaps 
the be fit. The archit ctural im
pulse, the urge to plan a design and 
abstract der--these re essential 
wherever bu e masses of eople have to 
live and wor togethe . But untem
pered they en as the have ended, in 
a generalized n ion mankind itself, 
a reduction of fl h d blood to mere 
averages, formul , ereotypes, terms 
in a series, a dis mberment of the 
concrete individua erson by countless 
batteries of c lating machines. 
How much of m ern fiction and 
modern drama are n exposition of 
precisely that eme ! 

There are ualities of which Israel 
stands in nebl if eve its vision, and 
ours, is to be realized: n r I will not 
say courag , for that m be pa sive: a 
dash of t gambler; t physical in
trepidity f the pioneer hat will not 
reckon st or risk too losely; these 
also be· g things that unt pered may 
mak ave made, times t of num
ber- r inhumanity. W does it 
seem fantastic to suggest hat from 
Isr may come, can come, t e inward 
gui ance of which \\ estern ci ·1ization 
st ds in need? Why this ins • ctive 
in edulit on both sides? ._...;.~,__... __. 

The srae you write of-it 1s Jews::::=-----
who will say this-i the idealized Israel 
of an ancient dream. Look around 
you at the Israel of reality, of twen
tieth-century New York. Where, even 
in the best of it-formalistic old, or 
liberalizing new-will you find the 
substance of that dream to-day? And 
why, in any case, should Jews bother 
themselves with any such world mis
~ion? Is not their own existence prob
lem enough for them? 

True enough that the thing must 
begin, as it has begun, \\ith a reac
ceptance by the Jews themselves of 
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reallatlo, baN4 up• :taun esperi-- an4 hiator,. 

'?be aa•er \o the pro1-1• of penia'-ll azall J .. lalm••• ·aooor41Dc to 

Prof. Orton, la to ,. fomacl bl the cowapou accep,..,. • the pan of the 

Jew of h1• "-•'liv· 1, la •t aaa11111a,1-. It• deat1Jt¥ l• it. aalTlldnc ~ 

••tffll o1Tlllaa\loa. 'rba e■Hl'll world alan4a la ac,nal DH4a of tboae 

Ter1,1 .. which the J .. c• gl•• 11, thel• - the Olll.7 thel• poaalltl• to 

ea,a,a m, haenl• - a laroa4 haan elblca ccma--4 •1th Iba 4-., \o dalJ 

•llfare of ar41DU7 ma and •oaaen. and \ha NDN of aoalal aolldarlt7. 

i. 



-J-

I\ 1• good t,o be \old ~1 a non,.Jew that. th• Jflfl baa aamethlJIC of 

eaNDtlal worth to cant.rillllllt.e \o modern c1 n11sat.ioa. It baa 'been om

•••MP \o om- people right alone. ~or aolaoe_, teomoloc,, orpm1satloa 

and the ar\a t.h• J• mul t.vn to t,he eaten wor14. In thoH J-Ml■•• 

while be bu ■•de alpltl081lt oont,rlblltlaa, be la nnerthel- pupil, 

not teaohff. ht, tor t.he •q of lite, for fallh, morallt,7, tor tbe wiadoa 

of lt.rtac, tor the bmu ideal• of marrtap, t t.q, pannlhood. aowlet71 

Jut.lee, lcwe, )a,pan diplt,7, the eaten world muat, turll, .. 1t hu alwnv• 

t.urae4 1D lt• hoar• of darlmeu an4 deteu, to Iarul. 

flma the oullVN of Jew and Oent.11• an 1Jl a Yllal •-- npplement.a17 

and 1111\ul~ lnt.erct.pendaat. 




