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II Tm: ~!LURE OF HE • DEm 

GIV.r.i Ai 1'HE 

RA.i3l3I Al3:BA ILLEL SILVER 
~1JNDAY 1 ."QVE;mER 22d, 1931 

) 

. st repeat 

In scussing t e failure o the 1 odern woman I 

t I said last eek in o ect·on it t e anno ement 

·hie" I ade o the su. ject, that the failure of odern an is 

vers lly conceded. _ e 1 odern ale· a set le te 

doll a lo~ time ago. 

e ts on a 

•s strua le for co lete q lit it in 

o ·ern t sis o r latively recent occurre ce .. e f. inist movement 

beg a· o t t e middle ot' e 1 st centur d ade its ost 10 e tous 

pro ress int e first to • cades of t'e resent century. 

e aim of the fe • ·st mov ent as to ac i ve co plete 

eq alit it~ a:i i the political as well as int ec nor ic field. It 

called for the removal o all those isa ilities in spheres of educati n, 

of la and o i stry c di sa.dvan t ed oman relation to man. 

oman :nfr8,€e was the expressi n i t e sn ere of 

governme t, of this femi. ist movement. It a militant. It foug t 

bravely d oitterly. iota, 

str le of om n for political eq lity. inally the ar ac· ieved what 

perhaps the pro aganda of om failed to chieve for the po er of om 

was t o time de onstrated as during the ar. 
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en men ere s runoned fro offi es and from the machines to the 

trenches women stepped in, well equip ed, did t e job competently and 

as well as t e men did. I t ten ecame quite inevita let t t ey 

should gain their political equality. 

In 1917 Great Britain finally granted suffrage to its 

women folks. In t ' e United States in the niddle of t e . .iineteenth 

Century here it had its gall t ao..vocates in the persons o women 

like Susan B . .Anthony, Dr. Anna ::o~ ard w, ~!rs. "'arrie hapman Oatt 

and others t e 1~ove ent for suffrS(?;e gained headw .. , steadily until in 

1920 the tineteenth ndment was ra ified. 

To omen can vote and hold office in ever section of 

this country. And side by side with this political enfra.ac:u eme t 

. I 

went t· e equalization in all ot .. er d.epart nents of life, co: rnerce, industr . 

Doors w ich had been 1 ocked, were opened. pheres which ad been exclusive 

became inclusive as far as women ere concerned. rejudices were broken 

cown. o omen are represented in ever sphere of our national economy 

fr m clerks to managers rud olners, in all forms of e ployment and in 

ever profession. ere are women l aw era, p siciana, ministers, artists, 

riters, critics , social wor' rs, 

they e found in large numbers i 

to the • ighest. 

~d p rticu.larl int e ·1eld of education 

very department fr m the oat elementa.r 

So regards status at least the llioder woman ha.a nothing 

to omplain of. Here and t1ere, t ' ere are still some prejudices, ic h ~e 

not broken down, but it is q ite clear that t victory elo s to om • 
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In fact so ch progress has een made :, the modern 

wo1 an that ertain observers, largel of the male sex, rai ed the 

er that this is a " ,o... 1 s e. 11 ..l!oreigners particularly, . o come 

to this co try for a visit, mainly to lectur a.."'ld . some .,oney, 

have consistent! , aintained that this countr is run y its women 

folk. 

... ar from ein isadv taged, Le o 

the pper din this 1 d .. he~ ope s ply C 

actuall have 

not un er stand 

t s position or rivilege e. joyed y omen in e nited Sta tes. 

Their relationships d attitudes are quit different. 

, 

You ~ ow th stor of the delegation of Ger in stri~lists 

who vis ted t e United ·tates in the company of t eir wives to m ce a 

tour of inspection of tbe Americ railw s stem .. aey travelled witn 

their wives across the Conti1 ent an studi d t e railroa s and upon 

tn ir ret rn to . .:ew York d hen as ed hat their i ressions were, t.e 

said t hat t: ey ere .pressed it o r road eds, ·it. our rve ous depots, 

it t.e regularit ith whic· trains ere dispatc ed. -here s a little 

ritici m • ever, of t.e Pullman ars. ot really their criticism, but 

the criticism of t· ir ivea. ... ey tho a-ht that the Pullm c s ere 

rather comforta le bee se they slept in t l e lo er irt s, ut the ives 

ho slept in the upper irt s ere not so comforta le. 
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It a een estimated that n arly 

ealt .. of erica is tod o ed an controlled 

is o lo er a case w11ere the a'e t e mone 

f of he 

omen. It 

t e oman 

spends it. - e oinan oms 

spen s er o n ~r.oney. 

ch of t e eal th o this 1 d and 

It s een est· ated t t t'ere is in orce some 

ni ety-five il ions of dollars o life insurru ce and t at eight 

percent of its eneficiaries are oman. It interest o to 

kno t' t there were 1 t e nited ~t ta l st year one :und.red and 

t irt -nine women to o. 

taxes on i_co e in excess o 

.. othi terri le, 

d t e y-t ree e. 

half illion dollars. 

0 

ti is interesting. - ere s no 

reason w 

f t C 

its ould n t e o. I arn tr i O to oi tout ti new 

s of .. ome tous significa.n.ce. T. e fact of t e relative 

ec n i i:ldepe e ce o. ,o n .. oo. 

ort -:fo12r omen a·nst ort -to en ai taxes on 

incomes of over a illion doll s. - e jorit of the share holders, 

t jorit oftest c lders in so of t largest corporations 

i th U ited Sates e o en. 

ot hat ou ould , tod . u t ere it is. 

I 

Some oi the largest corporations, s reg ds t air stoc~s, 

re o .ed to a a orit degree y o en. So t omen to posses , 
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what it t e actual legal ontrol and • t ith delegated co trol 

w:ich they receive fro their hus· ands, a reater purchasing ower than 

possesses i~ he nited States. 

~ eref re in .America lie g to revolve aroun the 

omen olk. T ... e tores ~ater to omen, .ot to en. _ e en sneak in, 

into depart ent store. azines d ne s apers, anuf acturers of 

co1 odit ies, sic, 1 cater to omen. o. en 

ndoubtedly dominate t 

t lecturers. ~LIU.TC es, -

c ltu.ral scene in to • 

Tis, of course, is not an ori i~a i"ea f i e. It is 

n ace ted fact. 

If t e eric n omen is e .. vied • r sister across the 

sea, t· .e erican m i pi ied , his, ts.all Is , f llo ufferer 

both here :=id a road. He cuts a poor igu.re. 

8 rwood Anderson i recent rticle l ents t decline 

of the . eri man. ".e , s ec e sm 11. a drone in a beehive 1th v,o 

t. e q een bee. " - t 1 s Sher oo ·erso I s compl int, ... ot i e . 

" ts sole occ pation to , " ccord • o this riter , 

"is business, co erce, trade ·1 world man is not a heroic .or a 

ro uch a ,orl d mon y , o an is ound 

to e tr lumphan t , " c\;ordi 

"- is is 

to .!.r. erso .. 

e" he sa s , " ithout religion and without 

1 rr,• ove. .ne chine as deprived &"l of' is ower and rn haa een driven 

, 
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to s· stit te material possessions for love." 

If t ., e j erwoo ders n no. : is like-

mL ded frien s is to be t 'ten serio sl - a . to be trusted, I suppose 

it is igh tie for tle'perse ted ales'of t U. ited ·tated to 

orge..~ize a move ent or t e ri hts o . an int ~,, en 1s co~try. 1 

_1ere is , o course, ross exne;0 eration i all tis 

i ressed b t· is aac ine lachr .ose tqra::ibics that one reads 

from tie tot· e. E~t it ·s clear tat t •. ist ove nt is 

largely plr ed o~t int. .ited ~tates or t e simpl reaso that it 

h s ai ed nearl all of its 

i 0 as f a sta t~s is 

concerned. en in the sphere of orals om • s ac • ie v d t e same 

standard as • , ·owever du ous a victory t t i ht e . 
&o \lO 

• e ~nl.rt- taL y ore t o t t e singl st dard 

~s against t e doubl6 t~~d 
oo+ 

eu:ei, e.lla:d.e~ question 1>wenty -. 

do orality. -ht~ ed to be 
• fSI,,,~ 

trirty Yea.ref go. 

V ry 

,-.. 
loru er q estion1for th si ... le r on t at there s 

at all left. _ e woman to is as free as an is . en it comes to 

sowir :il - o t o:-:ien tad.a.,• re s good far, ers as men. 
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T ey are free to c~oose t eir mates and other people's mates 

quite as 1 .• uch as men. ey run to the divorce courts a.s quickly 

as men do , as often as en do , sometimes oftener. 

t e right to live their own lives, whatever tliat 

1ey cl r for 

, r. ean, quite 

~ s the p an male does. 

s regards t e 

diffic lt to discover who is 

Jane. And J ne is as 

comp lsio of certe.L 

set, it is oftenti es very 
/ 

et er John or 

or under 

Victorian restr ints n speec' , ma.'"l.ner, con are as little present 

opinion which htts been 

this equalization, to 

/ 
in the one worlc in the other. 

tne moral 

' 

i oral st ndards, 

gives c sile.t ap t .. 1e lo~ic o the inevitable. 

So that on t is score at least, if on no other, o.an 

toda/ is t. e a solute equal of man. ' . nic is not sa ing very 1.nuch. 

,-x--w 
And. the .. odern 

woman does 1 ot appear to be q ite as r1appy as ould like to oe .-, 

however desira le, is not enough. Seemingly freedom can beco.1e as 

heavy a burden d as sad a burden to carry as slavery. ~or after 
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.ou et reedo ' O~ h've got to learn at to ·it it. 

An omen have not le ned that a.'1 ~.ore t e en have. 

T'ne orl oft e o ern o an. :as, I~ 

o restlessness, of frustration. of 

jealous, 

-. o en o 

raid. ore • not lea 

ertaint, of rivalry, of 

t· ose be. erati ns o 

~ri WJ-4-. 

It is o interest to note 0 

novelist• t·1e eri an ,o. .oveli t, is r ome reason or 

ot er not glorif~in t .oder wo • 

not the a.ncipated o ... to ay, 

n 1 ali .. ost t e Victori t of 'lo 

al to t essenti 1 sel o the o 

bee llse 's 
. 
0 i:1 i a. d ~ be :o .. _ 0 

-:i ·e . I 8 
/') 

e&c usivel t e home. I never as . - ... 
t e 0 e, • i e t'1e no e, " 

r. en f l , i t field ·1d on t'ie f m, 

ctor • i fi1,;e and i th store, 

cciences. ~o . s al 'lays or e • 

omen in the ed 

•· e eeks for • er ero 

ather t'1e old asl io ed 

S .e ee s ti 11 to 

s ell s o ... e • 

s 0 .. re ensive n s 

s ere 

a s ·or ed 'nside 

side y l e ;it' er 

in t. e sho din the 

in tl.e arts d int e 

ill ion S ) 

.. 
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pus the bearin rearing of 

din ea-----

be as comprehensive as ' ... ' t e c ief interest 

d destin of 10 ome. 

om is t'e o e u'lder. It is 

- ound her that t' e c ildren home revo 

~ M.,e,-.. •. ile •herefore, t ome, marr i "'8, otnerhood are ot 

er sol 

tio. to 

n vertnele s 1er ri~cipal contri -

tiffl 0 

fMroioM'ihe re 1 [. 'lit to 

ac' ieve e ualit ,i th - e re criterion 

:PPY11 onio s ome d a satisf i 

den :u.ri marri e rel tio ship . 

rai ~, t 1 

, cessful. It I is 

The erica.~ home 
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of,. yearly liq idJation. re are stil l arge spirit 1 

and noral reserves in t.e ric an no e ( d lo al ty d a eeftet,o-

fl/& devotion ~nd self sacrifice have ot ~et utterl v i s} ed from ail 

t e el ling p lr-l.Ces of our eople . ti. reasi~gly t ere are 

evidences of t he undermi. in0 of t1e home. Increasi 1 e 

evi ences crowd in of t he gr o i perm ence d disr. ption of 

t: e ome. Staggeri fi 0 ~res of divorce ru .. r n ome s e 

evidence 

d t Len t · e ~ • ldren. 

T' e . odern om nas ielded too r adil, I 

--fraid, to t1ie secu.l ization o lose an rel ation-

shi_ s 1i.c1 br i.r.t~ i1hQ exj st&n~e t a.b 'din ions .on 

10 en w· ic b ild t. ome . She has een e iled L .. t o 

en and 

too 

eas stir1 end.er of t h t s tle el n ent i u relations· ips, i .. 

t ese gro\Ulded " sic fund e tal relations' ips • ic .. we all sa.11ctit , 

the h n rel tionships ·1 i l ce. ent a union 

love , m riage , ,., ·ent:10od. d t1.e ome 

sole level of ex edienc r or o veni 0 nce or 

,:u r,.ore is required, n y friends. ·omethi 

d preserve the home , -

never endure on the 

sical s tisf ction. 

oft e spiritual 
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er alit is req.1.ired. Ti rt is something tov1ards ;,. ich our age 

h s become superior d cynical, - reverence, licac , modesty, 

self restraint, lo al ty. In other words a sense of • ol iness. 

And here I believe is one of the co spicuous 

failures of the modern woman. The home has ee sec <.trized, 

arriage has been se ularized, relationship betwee 

"i.i.i ldren has ee 1 secala rized. out o that 

d 

world ,. ich : as been desperately nee t. ,7' en "~ 1":l i1in 11 

de~ar ts froa the home ery ittle is of m frie ds. , en dignit 

"' d s ctity, reverence, respect and t' ese ords •• ich Y,e are 

fraid toe plo toda, t, disci line 2 o edience, those old 

fashioned, 1an hrases, love, Jea e, 'mma..--i relationships, w en 

these dep t s me thing departs w}lic.: 1 Vi as essential • n the loss 

is trrevocable. 

'!'he eric home is o t as s e a."1 seci..1re as it 

on·e ~as~ d y,o miss fering 1ost ease of it. 

1.rl e .1odern o - , I oelieve, bas failed too, • n the 

political fiel . le n!:id 11oped, t 11ol:-.,e o us who \ orked 

suffrage ., e rs go that the c min· o 'loman into the ~olitic 

field r.-o ld stave off some of t~ e oli tic, 1 or uption, t t woman 
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1w ould introduce a nev: not 1 to our i ic life. Jot i o the 

sort has • ;ppened. 'o a.:1, y a. l "' ge, votes &s 

as an does and votes in droves .:.erds d masses 

inte li ently 

t as m h 

s man does. And en she becomes elected o ficiall, is • st s 

likely to ecome part ridden and boss ridden st' male office 

holder is. fery eJ.sillusioni!lg. 

·: e had hoped t 1a t wo o 1a closer tot. m n-

spri irs of an liie, t t e • \"' .. 0 d r too 

the . eeds t 1 e er vironment ·'" • ch i • t o d o u • t. e.t 

sne r ou bring once. trated orgru • zed force to i ur 

politic life. r haps 1 e expected too C • It s . ot :ppene. 

_' e oder:i or a."l has f •. iled as ch "' S m , i 0 

ore soi l1ieving t to hero ~h to t· .e reat st th· in 

life - e e,- e e for " er or t: e orld. It i 

..... a zing, is it at, . e:1 0 t t .. li. of i ti a t illi ns 0 

mo ~ rs .. 0 lmo 'l \ t ar is ec' :ise t e av 0 se t eir 0 s 
' 0 

0 . ar, , I .. ve to re .. i a t .ot e i hin0 e ts itb 

terror i. over t · em, 1· 
. in or a t .. ir sons to re u.rn. It 1 

t .. e o receive tne r oun ~ed, li. ded, ai ed, a sed c ildren 

or , h ed or o c . I li is the 0 o th reared an~ c 

r ceive t'em ac to 10 e. e t.. t t e illio s 

of omen ho e o no have o-it ical eq 
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po\er, t t the ,o 1 rise • s a. vast a m o 

the cessatio of ar ar _ re.&; arati t • i ... • .... o . g a.,. e ind 

. ened. 

.. y .i.ine , o en h org 

reat ·on~e tra ·o 0 eace, t t : re e , on t. ot r 

a r ~ er o.i. o ·er u.1 .o· en' izat·o 

ore ef e ~ivel or: d. ilit ization 

pre ed.~ess up tote lt. 

·o here t 1 ast e , t 1 ... o e , 

gov rn.ment , orl 

o art i ty , . v 

ace, .. r t_ . a.vi.. 0 g i:ie 

c. e e er o sit o o ... O\ r B! d i f 1 

s so e o, aile" o gain t. real t ·n~s o life. 

Pro • .I. 0~ ,riti rt' rece. tl~ .... t Atl tic . ,0 t 

in l ti le alled 11 A 'or" to ·, ·o en" .. 8 this observation to m 

n is I s• 1 close. Ie 8 ~a: 

r 

y 

{8 

" le rat·.er serio sl to o. der ·: ... et· .. r , 

i. enco i Cl' our :o~ ... to do 0 1 t' e t· in 8 t. t .. en can o, our 0 ... 
femi ists .ot ee e coura.gi t • er t o t ' e q it t rong 

a it: t e. selves. or • ow. J t, I suspect it a be so . One 

easil see o our societ , if it nad to , i 0 t get on it' ut 

omen 1 • era , • sic i ... , stock rokers , aviators , preac ers , 

t lephone oJer tors , j•;.c ters , uy r , coo.£ts , esamakers , buss 

con ctors , r i.litects. I do nots e Should et on it out t' m· 
' 



- 14 -

t: t is ano er tter entirely. Is onl· tat e Could get on. 

,.e a: ot et on, o ·ever, i thout oman as a "' i iliz • a force. 

• e ca."l:iot get on - at least - less omen a ply ac lty 

••' ii,.;· the • h ve, '1.d . icl .en app ntly .. ve .ot, tote task 

04 ~ivilizlng our so ie II • 

"I. en o..iragi er \';omen to do onl at .... en ca."l o, 

our fe, .. ists ter stress on 

t ·nstinct o 

ve encouraged ti1 n to put st il 

orIDr nship, t.e o. ins int • i al 1 criti s sa.: 

is lrea over-st essed to the ; &"ld tis virtu ly 

ecreases t.e s r as on t ose r dy intolera·1 er-

stre sed. It causes a still or violent d'st rb ce of al ce 

bet ee t .. e clai,n o-· ;or nsnip a.'>'ld the clai.l!ls of' i .. tel le t 

, oTle e, r6ligio • morals, ea t d .. oetr , oci 1 lti e 

n .. er • e devel p. ent o a se~se o~ s.ir·t 1 ctivity 

s social, s sor.iet • n _ opul 

1 y does t ce 

d co. o, in 

o e sort of : e er one at 

sees reall .o to. ve ot ver f " • 

. 
• C var 0 

d - t is 

d 

d to t t I r i t ad , it t 11 om s t or lizing 

orce i. societ.Y. It is to t e \,omen t· t men loo:: or t' e r serva-

tion of t· est.e ic V lu s in life, ea t • r e, t s· e, 

. or t 
' 

t l ast ore the modern m 
' 

b so 

terri l • sor ed i th m ture of 0 S t t 

. time for t i . ls • the odern .. s 0 
' - sn , 0 • cl C ted, 
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alert, finely equ.ippe'1, intelligent nd "o i:ul ential, ma look 

for the preservation of those social values w • c not only s e-

~iard so iety u whic artic larly rotect an s .. 1el ter er and 

her chiluren. It is or t e erican woman 2.nd I believe she 1 ill 

it. 

_:e eapening and tne vulgarization of life, t e 

. oral shod.din ss which is the dd oackwasl1 o t.i. e sat rnal1a. of 

as ,-.ar is fast i sapp aring as I o ld,-as I aid t ould. 

'le are returning to t - asic sanctity i !rh se "''S of 

depression ve contributed a. 0 eat deal to,ards ocking a lot of 

:t'oolishness out o our heads. T e eric :vo en uill look toward 

a rei.tegration of the 1ome as a plsce of moral influence, s a 

pl ce where t:e ;out_ ill looK for oral O idance. _'er e 

·ertain laws ,., c: ·outh st o e quite re ardless af ~ outh 1s early 

j dgments about th0se las of life. A .ome here oral refinement, 

Hliere . or reticence, cle ess , proprieti s, o:i.e.uct, re devotion 

d ety,. reverence ill help to mol h racter • dra: sou.ls 

to so la as m rriage was Tiont 

he only thi 

d ne t to do. 

l: at I am afrai of is that modern 

0 a.ving had so c freedom .. d avi beco1 e disillusio ed 

eco a. terrible disciplinarian ls regards t ,e next e eration of 

. odern omen. 
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tion of these symptoms, as critics have 
often done. Hence one is concerned 
with the degree of civilization attained 
by the society in which one lives, not 
on such grounds as my correspondent 
might regard as more or less fanciful, 
but upon the solid ground of security. 
An uncivilized society has in it the 
seeds of dissolution, it is insecure; and 
the lower the degree of its civilization, 
as measured by the means I have indi
cated, the greater its insecurity. The 
race is always instinctively in pursuit 
of perfection, always looking beyond 
an imperfect society, putting up with 
it perhaps for a long time, but in the 
long run invariably becoming dis
satisfied with it, letting it disintegrate, 
and beginning anew with another. 

Our American society, mainly on 
account of its wealth and material 
prosperity, has always come in for an 
uncommon amount of observation and 
criticism. Every complaint of it on the 
part of both native and foreign critics, 
as far as I am a ware, is reducible to the 
simple thesis that-· t is not a civilized 
sq~iety. These critics clo not use this 
precise formula, - not all of them, at 
least; some of them do, - but it is the 
sum of what they have to say, and 
this is as true of our most kindly critics 
as well as the most unkindly. It is the 
sum of Mrs. Trollope's observations at 
one end of the long array, and of Mr. 
Dreiser's and Mr. Sinclair Lewis's at 
the other. There is a complete consen
sus that our society leaves the claims of 
too many fundamental instincts un
satisfied; in fact, that we are trying to 
force the whole current of our being 
through the narrow channel set by one 
instinct only, the instinct of workman-

, ship; and hence our society exhibits an 
extremely imperfect type of intellect 
and knowledge, an extremely imperfect 
type of religion and morals, of beauty 
and poetry, of social life and manners. 

I am not concerned, at the moment, 

to comment on the soundness of this 
criticism; I say only that this is the 
sum of every ~riticism that has been 
passed on our society. Try this for
mula on any observer, native or foreign, 
and you will find, I think, that it cov
ers the ntent of his opinion. 

VI 

Thus one is led rather seriously to 
wonder whether, in encouraging our 
women to do only the things that men 
can do, our feminists have not been 
encouraging them to take quite the 
wrong way with themselves. For my 
own part, I suspect it may be so. One 
may easily see how our society, if it 
had to, might get on without women 
lawyers, physicians, stockbrokers, avia
tors, preachers, telephone operators, 
hijackers, buyers, cooks, dressmakers, 
bus conductors, architects. I do not 
say we should get on without them; 
that .is another matter entirely. I say 
only that we coulil get on. We cannot 
get on, however, without woman as a 
civilizing force. We cannot get on -
at least, 1 see no way whereby we can 
get on - unless women apply the 
faculty which they have, and which 
men apparently have not, to the task of 
civilizing our society. 

In encouraging women to do only 
what men can do, our feminists have 
encouraged them to put still greater 
stress on the instinct of workmanship, 
the one instinct which all critics say is 
already over-stressed to the breaking 
point; and this virtually decreases the 
stress on those which are already 
intolerably under-stressed. It causes a 
still more violent disturbance of balance 
between the claim of workmanship 
and the claims of intellect and knowl
edge, religion and morals, beaut~ and 
poetry, social life and manners. lCon
sidering the available indexes of these 
several claims, it would appear that our 
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critics (I venture, after all, to give my 
opinion in the matter) have a good deal 
on their side. The development of a 
sense of spiritual activity as social, as 
something popular and common, in 
which everybody may and everyone 
naturally does take some sort of hand 
- this development seems really not to 
have got very far. 

ere ts, or example, a great deal of 
music in America; yet compare the 
development of our sense of music as a 
social expression with that which you 
perceive at work naturally and spon
taneously in almost any German vil
lage! Similar observations may be 
made with regard to our literature. We 
all remember Mr. Duffus's examination 
of the state of the book market, and we 
are all aware of the extremely exiguous 
and fear-ridden existence of anything 
like a serious periodical literature 
among us; well, compare this state of 
things with what one finds in France, 
or indeed in any Continental country, 
for I believe our rating is reckoned 
lower than any of them - as I re
member, we stand eighteenth on the 
list of nations in this particular, though 
I am not sure of the exact figure; it is, 
at any rate, shockingly low. So one 
may go on, through the whole roster 
of spiritual activities. It appears, then, 
that further stress on the over-stressed 
instinct, and further repression on the 
others, are not what will do us any good. 

Here, I think, comes in the point 
that feminism is in a position not only 
to direct interest, but, for the first time 
in the world's hi tory, to direct as 
much purchasing power as men have, 
or perhaps omewhat more. We have 
already seen that, in a commercial 
ense, women's interest controls all our 

organized expressions of spiritual ac
tivity. Take the advertising matter in 
any newspaper or magazine, and con
sider the proportion of it that is aimed 
directly at women's purchasing power, 

and you can sec at once how far pub
Ii hing policy mu t reflect specificalJy 
feminine views of life. Consider the 
proportion of woman's purchasin(J' 
power represented on the boards of 
our orchestras, in the contributions to 
churches, in the maintenance of school , 
forums, lectureships, and you will sec 
at once the direction that their policies 
must take. It is a commonplace of the 
theatre that the verdict of women will 
instantly make or break any produc
tion, instantly establish any general 
mode or tendency, instantly reverse one 
already established. Test the question 
of women's commercial control of 
organized expression anywhere in the 
realm of ethics, manners, art, anywhere 
in the realm of general culture, and 
your findings will be the same. 

Hence it would seem that there i 
here a great social force out of which 
our society is at present getting but 
little good. I believe it is a much 
greater 'force than our feminism has 
any idea of; and this is my justification 
for suggesting so directly to feminism 
that it should recognize and measure 
this force, and then do everything 
possible to give it a better direction. 
Our society cannot be civilized through 
women's attainment of the ends that 
feminism has hitherto set before them, 
laudable and excellent as those are. 
It can be ci ilized by giving an intelli
gent direction to the interest and the 
purchasing power of women. At pres
ent these are exercised very irresponsi
bly and casually in the direction of 
civilization, largely because women 
have been over-preoccupied with the 
idea of doing what men can do. Mod
ern feminism has unquestionably en
couraged and abetted them in this 
preoccupation; and hence it seems 
competent to uggest that feminism 
should henceforth concern itself with 
recommending a higher and much more 
rational ideal of social usefulness. 
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