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SUlm.l? 
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BY 
li:BBI illl HILUL SILVD 

It ia of course altogether too early even to attempt 

to prognoaticate about what is likely to be paaaing and what is 

l1kel7 to be permanent in the Russian re-Yolution. One can not 

foresee the role which the revolution will take m, more than 

one can foresee the path which a tornado will decry. 

But if one wishes to take a long view of histor71 

not a vie• of a decade, but 1n terms of a cen tU17, and bring hia 

historical knowledge to bear upon a given ei tuatlon, one m~ draw 

certain conclusion• which mq be, I •~, which mq be, warranted, 

but avowedly do not poaaeaa any finality or any ·abaolutene•• about 

them. 

I belleTe that out of the Russian experiment will 

come certain value• which will have permanent aignificance tor the 

human race Juat ae there have come out of it already certain value• 
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which seem to posses• only a transitory and paae1ng significance • 

.Among the permanent values, which to mind, is coming 

out of the Russian experiment 1a the idea of the planned national 

econoJD¥. 

Central planning for the economic life of a people 

did not originate in Russia. In a sense it baa been going on for 

more than a quarter of a centurJ. It waa inevitable in the econanic 

proceaa which the machine aet in operation, - tbat proceaa whose 

outatanding characteriatic is maaa financing, mergera or independent 

and mercantile unita into ma.as organization and central management 

over maae prochl.ction and distribution. 

What is novel in lhlaaia1a tiYe 7ear plan ia that tha 

central planning 1• done b7 the State. 'rbe State ia doing the planning 

for an induatry which ia State owned and State operated. And the 

apparent aucceaa of thia plan of large acale economic planning in 

Busaia which baa enabled Ruaaia to keep i ta people emplo7ed and favorabl7 
.. 

emplo7ed, while the countriea of the Western World, especially the more 

advanced countriea of the Western World, in spite ot their greater 

industrial develop:nent, are plunged into an economic depreaaion with 

million• ot their people unemplo7ecl. - the apparent aucceaa of the 

central control of industry in Ru.aeia baa brought dramaticall7 home to 

the induatrialiata of Jmerica and the Western World the need of aome 

, 
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central planning of its own economic life, some •B.¥ of obtaining 

a balance between the consumptive need.a and capaci tie• ot the 

people and production. 

~o arq one who takes a large view of history. it 

ia clear that the era of ~e•tricted individualiam in bu.sine•• 

and industry baa entered upon ita final stages. And Ruaaia seems 

to indicate what the next atage is likel7 to be. Ruaaia1a experiment 

of central planning doe• not prove that that can be achieved onl7 

through dictatorabip or through the abolition of private propert7. 

It is conce1Table that a capitaliat aociet1 m9¥ evolve a aati■factor7 

system of control either through local boards ot control in the major 

industries and ultimatelJ building up with one supreme economic 

board o! expert• at the bead which will regulate the rate of production. 

price. etc. This would of cOllrae. limit the power of the individual 

and hia effort for unlimited profit• but would not eliminate him, nor 

4eatro7 private capital. - I say it is conceivable that that central 

planning could be achieved within the frame work of a capitaliat 

aociet7. The principal of central planning is aound and 1 t remain• 

to be aeen whether a caplt&llat aociety can adopt it and operate lt. 

If it can not. It will not be tbe principal of central 

planning which will go. It will be the capitaliet ayatem which will 

collapae becaua• tbe old method, borrowed from the older civilisation 
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can not be altogether operative in the new set up which faces 

mankind todq. 

That, I believe, will be one of the definite values 

which will come out of the Russian experiment. 

Another one ia tbe induatrialization of Rusaia. Now 

this industrialization would undoubtedly have come without Bolaheviem. 

It is inconceivable that in a world that is having vast industrializa­

tion that Russia alone should have remained medieval industrially, a 

goverment that did not interfere with the industrial life of ita 

people. lhlaaia would be industrialised. Perhaps not at auch a tempo, 

but undoubtedly it would be induatrializecl. 

Ruaaia baa borrowed both its method.a and technique from 

Western Europe and America. Industrialisation ia in fact a product 

of Western capital.lam. Bolaheviam eager to save the revolution by 

making Russia •elf auataining and eager to hold the loyalty of the 

people by giving them a higher standard of living than they had under 

the Czar, put on a campaign which for acope, vigor, tempo, 1• 

unparallelled in the history of the world.. ~he country present• 

the picture of an army on the march. keyed up to a terrific pitch of 

entlm.aiaam. How long that pitch can be maintained ia quite another 
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queation. Bu.t for the time being industrialization in Ru.aaia 

is a religion. With us it is only a fact. In Russia the 

proceaa of industrialization baa become a religion. 

They talk about it in almost apocalyptic terms. 

The tractor. the a,namc>. the power station is almost a religioua 

idol, if you will, to which Russians today are PIQ'ing an al.moat 

primitive adoration. 'I'be machine ia God and Savior in Bu.seia. 

••there in the Western orld are a bit tired of 

the ma.chine and also a bit afraid of it. We talk of man veraua 

the machine. who will be master, man or the machine. Stuart Chase 

in bis address laat Monday evening in the Temple Lecture Courae 

gave an address on ju.at thi• topic, 11 Shall Man be Slave or Master 

of the Machine.• 

We have for year• now had Jlllria.d• of machine•, all 

sbapea, all aizea, moat cunning which produced in super abundance 

all the coumoditiea which we enJoyed. le baTe bad that 1nduatr1al1sa­

tion for which Ru.aaia ia now atrugg].ing with such eagerneae. We are 

a bit fed up with it. We teated it and found it wanting. It baa 

given ua certain facilitiea and comtoista but it ha.a not given us that 

paradise •hi.ch they belleTe their machine• will give them. 

• 
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They are swept along by a Messianic enthusiasm 

for industrialization. Every new factory which they build ia 

another triumph for the revolution, for humanity. Their children 

are taught actually to revere the machine. 

A.rt and literature in Russia have been literall.J 

tractorized. Everything is made to serve the five year plan. The 

drama in Russia baa become propaganda for the five year plan in four 

years. Almost every other motif known to ua in our art and literature 

baa been crowded out of Busaian art and literature. The hero in the 

Russian drama ia the factory worker who speeds up production and 

succeeds in making his quota, t}?.e XulaJc. the faithless engineer,-the 
. ' 

aaboteger who cannot~ 1'he whole world picture is a picture of the 

machine for the Ruasian today. 

Aa long aa Ruaaia 11 trying to catch up with Western 

Europe induatriall7 that I a likely to be the dominating ilood of lluaaia. 

Somehow, I believe, they will tire of it Juat u we 

have and they will go through the diailluaiomnent Just aa we have. 

Bllt for tbe time being they have succeeded in bringing Ruaaia speedily 

and rapid.17 out of medievaliam through creating new wealth in Ruaaia 

which will undoubtedly increase the wellbeing of the Russian people. 

Tbe industrialization of lbls1ia and the industrialization of ita 
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aggricultural life, I believe 1• a permanent gain of the revolution. 

!1hen, too, thia might be indicative of something of 

permanent value. It baa given Bua1ia new ~ic and a free intellectual 

intelligenzia. The intelligenzia before the revolution waa given to 

defeatiam, to a morbid introapecticm., to a peasimiem. The revolution, 

becauae it waa euccea■ful baa driven that spirit entirely out of tbe 

Ruaaian people. It baa substituted cour~e. faith, hope and action in 

place of thia morbid aelf anal7aia, this peaaimiam, which characterized 

the whole of Ruaaian literature before the war. 

In fact Buasia todq ia givh.g the Slavic literati, 

comin~, - bigger and better every dtq. Every dq muat bring a 

percentage of progreaa over yester~. - bigger and better. 

Tb.at la a definite gain as far aa Russia 1a concerned.. 

Russia needed a diacipline, a forceful pulling out from the moraa• of 

self pity into which it had been sunk for generations. 

And another permanent gain, I believe, whose implication• 

can not be eatimated at the preaent time is this. That even in 

capitalist countriea there will have to come about a certain level-

ing of peak& and va.lle71 in poaaeaaiona and in ownership. The challenge 

of Ruaaia, I believe, baa brought to an end definitely the era of multi­

millionaire•. I think, more and more, mankind living even in a 

capit&liat aociet7 will demand a more equitable diatribu.tion of the 
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good thing• of life. We don• t need auch peaks. They are not 

neceaaary in a wholeaome society. And more and more, the worker, 

the man who producea by his brain or brawn, by his mind or hia 

band, he will become central in our economic thinking and planning 

and not the private aeeklng capltallst. 

And another permanent gain of the revolution and a 

tremendously important one, I believe, is the manner in which Russia 

baa taught the world how nationalltiea 1118¥ live in harmony and 

cooperate with one another. 

Ruaaia at the ou.taet of the revolution gave abaolute 

cultural autonom, to the racial groups in Russia. If a small racial 

group wiabea to use lt• own language, ita own school• and ita own 

court• of law 1 t ie not onl7 enabled to do ao, but la g1 ven ever, 

encouragement to do ao. That aource of irritation, of bitterneaa 

exiatin& in the life ot a country like Roumania, A.uatria Hungary or 
I • 

Csecho-Slavac . that constant friction between racial groupa, one 

trying to stamp out the individuality of another group,-that doe• not 

exiat in Russia to~. There 1• no race discrimination in Russia. no 

race segregation, no lynching of people becauae of their cw.t, no 

numurua clouaea against certain race or religion, those miserable 

discriminations which befoul half of the countriea of the world. 
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.Anti-aemitiam which is rampant in other countries, 

officially at least, haa been stamped out in Russia. Russia baa 

pointed the•~ which we in the United States will have to learn 

again with blood and tears, of bow races m81' live together aide 

by side, without destroying one another and without tramping upon 

one ~other 1s aoula. 

...... 

'?here are, I believe, certain phase• of the Ruaaian 

experiment which are purely tranaitoey and one of them is Ruaaia1a 

dictatorship. The Boleaheviks themaelvea, aa, it is a preparatory 

stage, a necesaar, and unavoidable, passing atage to complete freedom. 

I doubt it. My atuey of history baa taught me to believe that 

dictatorship never devolves itself graduel\7. It break:a, bu.tit 

~ti doean I t . The advocate• of claaa dictatorahip here and abroad 

argue that IJUCh a regime i• a tranaitional stage to the ultimate and 

perfected aociet7. And they justify the annihilation of liberalism in 

Ruaaia to~ by the promise of greater liberali1m to come in the 

future. And many Jmerican liberal.a have been beguiled and beatific 

about Ru.aaia and have had little or nothing to a,q, atrangel1 enough, 

about the auppreaalon of certain twldsmental buman rights, freedcn 

of thought, freedom of speech, aasembly, expreaaion, the right to 

differ, - value• which they ao strongly defend here at home, in 

a capitaliat aociety. They have bad little or nothing to aq in 



- g -

criticism of their rutblesa suppression in Russia. 

Now these American liberals who have gone into 

rbapsodie• about the Russian revolution, I believe, are confused. 

They don't know their history. They think that this dictatorship 

differs from the old faahioned military or clerical dictatorahip. Bot 

at all. Dictatorship ia dictatorship . .And no dictatorship baa ever 

or will ever build the liberal society. One doea not logically lead 

to anotber. One destroys the other. Dictatorship must reaort to 

increased dictatorship to suatain itself. 

It may well be that mankind toda;y ia facing an epoch of 

dictatorship, not only in Ruaeia but here and elsewhere. It 11181 be that 

the need for a reorganization which mankind ie confronting will neceaaitate 

and require aome form of dictatorship for a period ot time. It mey be 

that we are in for it. But those who know man's hunger for freedom, 

those who know man'• a,;elesa struggle to live hia own life, to fulfill 

hia om deatiny, to rescue himaelt from the group, the many, I believe, 

those who are acquainted with that age-old at,:-uggle will not look upon 

this tact ot a progressive dictatorial life as good or as necesaaril7 

permanent. 

I am inclined to believe that Russia is go 1ng to have Dl8l17 

more revolution• but the revolution which the dictator• of Russia need to 
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fear is not the counter revolution of the restoration of Czarism 

or even private capitalian, but that revolution which will some da7 

bur•t j forth out of these deapiaed liberal forcee of Bu.aaia, out 

of the number• of Russians who are increasingly becoming more and 

more educated and who will some dq become terribly tired of the 

surveillance, regimentation and espionage under which life has been 

eubJected and will reach out for a measure ofintellectual and 

political freedom. 

Dictatorahip, I regard aa a paaalng pbaae of the 

Russian revolution . 

.And so do I look upon aome of the phaaea of what they 

call the nelr.!lllorality as a paasing phase, even as I regard some of 

these phaaea of oura as puaing pbaaea. 

There ia mu.ch that ia far more admirable in the moral 

tone of ltwlsi& toda.7 than 1D Weatern ihirope and America. llusaia todq 

almply will not tolerate that literature, that sex saturated moving 

picture, that e.xhibitioniat dance, that jungle music which they regard 

aa manifeatationa of the decadent bourgeois civilization and which 

characterize• and cheapen• and degrades our own cultural life. 'l'here 

u much more in a aenae, of Puritanism among Russian youth, if you will, 

than in this count17. 

Of courae the Ruaaian marriage law• and divorce lawa are 

J,u, but we are running Ruaaia a close aecond in this laxit7. Let•• not 
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fool ourselves about it. In Russia it takes ninety minutes to get 

a divorce, in the United States it takes ninety dqa. What's the 

difference? Here it coats a little more, there it la cheap. But 

1 t is above board. 

We have nothing to brag about our morality in this 

~ountry. We alread.1 have one divorce for every aiX marriage• in 

the United States. 

I believe that both will sober up. Both Ru.aaia and 
the 

the United State• and/Western world, after. it waahea iteelf clean 

of the backwa.ah of that f 11 tbJ war • , and regains 1 t • moral and 

intellectual aanit7. 'l'he women of the worln will not tolerate for 

lODg a ayat-imi which demoralize• the world. 'l'hey are the first victims 

and then their children, of aex laxity. 

Ru.aaian women are alre~ beginning to rebel against it. 

In fact if you read the latest in Russian literature, alre~ the 

outreaching for aome of the older moralit1 is evidenced. Recent}¥ I 

read a book b7 Boria Pilnyalc, a very fine and interesting book called 

"The Volga Falla to the Caspian Sea." which revolves like all Russian 

books, around the building of a dam for induatrialization purpoaea. 

Two character• both construction ~lneera who pla1 fast and looae with 

moral atandarda. In the end both come to grief, both try suicide. 

Before both are destroyed, one baa thia to say. I want to read thia 

to you. It is aymptomatic of the turn in trends. The1 have come to 
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look upon the economic morality aa a social economic asset which 

giTea permanence to a social system and contribute• to the stability 

and efficiency of life. 

"Do you know what a controlling bandage 1•? No? I• 11 

tell 7ou.. You cut your finger; you work in an institution or at the 

plant; you come to a firat-aid station; you are sent to the controlling 

doctor; the controlling doctor pu.ta a bandage on your finger and aeala 

1 t so that you. mlQ' not untie the bandage at home and begin aelt­

aabotaging. Thia la done because~ people were aiclt and conae­

quentl7 aw,q from the plant tor a month with a amall wound which 

ahould have healed in three da.Y•• Thia ia done becau.a• of the self­

aabotagera, for it turns out more beneficial to be 111 than to be 

in good heal th. I muat not tru.at ~•elf; I am an individual; bu.t 

one cannot atop the plant on account of caaea of individual aal>otace; 

ao I am bound in a controlling bandage tor the good of the state. I 

believe that 1 t ia Just auch controlling bandages, placed not on our 

tlngera but on our aoula, that neither ot ua recognizea. It 1• Ju.at 

au.ch controlling bandage• that have brought me here into tbeae meaclowa 

at thia hour ot night." 

"You, ot course, are asare tbat the cigarette• we are 

amoking, yau.r and my boota, apartments, and so forth, are not onl7 

our property, but the property of the state, to the a11me extent aa 

mineral wealth, locomotlvea, and grain aon by the peasant. There 

can be either more or le•• of them. Bow we are a training every mv.acle to 

accumulate aa many trousers, boots, planta, u 111\lCh grain and aa IDaDJ 
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ma.chin••• a• possible; for thia pu.rpo•• you are building your 

monolith. -- During the year• of war and revolution we have 

lost many boot• and much grain.• 

1 But there •a.a aomething I didn't know - beaidee, 

rq time died - and you didn1 t know it either until thia evening. 

It aeema that, like boots and grain. the morals of each of ua are 

also property and not a knowledge that we gradually learn to 

respect, but preciae morality, moral qualities. .And it turna out 

that morality m~ be squandered ju.at like boot• and grain; the 

revolution ha.a squandered it. Morality will have to be reatored 

like boot• and aown areas, becauae morality 1• a aimple and an 

actual economic unit 1 no leaa neceaaary than eoata or potatoes. 

When the moral reaourcea are exhausted to the point of Zero• then 

the reaulta are we - or, at arq rate, I. Thia happens when the 

laat calorie ot moral qualitiea baa been exbauated. But morality, 

llke cloth, ~ be of good qualit7 - like J:ngliah cloth - or ot 

an interior grade, like our cloth. 1 

•we•~ that our countr, 1• ignorant, ignorance 

itaelt; our people are ignorant - having been apoiled, or corrupted. 

+.bank• to Ruaaian clarlme••• Thia argument 1• not right, becauae one 

can turn sour like molded bread not onl7 throu.gh ignorance bu.t 

through corru.pt morality - or perhapa becauae of ab•ence ot arq 

morality. The controlling bandag• 1• a matter ot morality, not ot 

knowledge or ignorance, Ju•t lilce diahoneaty in regard to a woman, 
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theft, lntrigu.ea, underhand plott ng, deceit ■, baughtlne•• 

of effice, bureaucracy.• 

And so on. So that moral life 1• not onl7 

desirable for the individual, bu.t 1 t seems to be a nece••arJ 

requirement for a aucceaatu.l. state of connmmity life . .And ao 

I believe that the •new morality• both in Ruaaia and in the 

United States will perhapa be among the first things to go. For 

after all there are no new moralities at all, only antiquated, 

looae forma of liv1'1g ri th which mankind experimented year• ago 

and discarded them becauae they found tlieai want in&• 

1nd lutl7 I think that hoattlit7 to religion will 

cease and be diminished in the yeara to come. That hostility waa 

determined because the Orthodox Church in Ru.aaia wu a bulwark 

of reaction• an4 the stricteat aly of Czariam to enslave the ma•••• 

and keep than in ignorance, ao that the revolution, li it waa to 

succeed had to deatroy the power of the organized church, the Greek 

Orthodox Clmrch 1D lluaaia just a• Spain and llezico had to deatro7 

the power of the Catholic Church in tho•• cO\mtriea. 

When Buaaia loaea tbia fear of the Church, then 

hoatilit7 will, to a large degree, diaappear; Of courae it 1• tru.e 

that it• entire economic philoaophJ la bllllt upon determlniam and 

materialiam and thi• philoaophJ which 1• n01r inculcating in the 

rising generation. Jut~ courae economic cletermin11m and materlali• 
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have not been acientificall7 demonstrated. It is not the 

laat word in philosophy. In fact it is the first and mo•t 

obvioua. Modern and recent discoveries in the field of 

science are knocking the last prop from under thia inter­

pretation; of the nature of the universe and no economic 

system, however desirable, can long perpetuate a false 

scientific theor:. 

hod I believe in the long run, talting a long 

view, not tomorrow or in the next yea:r or in the next decade, 

but a long view, Ruaaia will find 1ta religion. Religion will 

emerge in Russia. Perhaps not in ita present form, I might•~ 

certainly not in ita preaent form, but neverthelea• a religion 

vitally built on the conception of an intelligent purpoaeful 

univerae, a friend.17 univerae in which man 11 at hc:xne, and 

1n which ha can pl~ a deciaive role; a religion which will 

proclaim the dogma of bJDJAD progreas and the value of human ideal.a; 

a religion which will maintain that the ultimate victorJ belongs 

to goodneaa, not to evil, to reason, not to inaen~ibility, to life 

and not to death, a religion which will sublimate human life 

without falsifying and preach it• eternal code of Juatice, lo••• 

peace and righteouan•••• 

I think religion in Russia will not laclc form, color, 

cult or shrine, even though they are pulling down aome ot the •acred 
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ahrinea 1n Buasia todq. They •111 build others. The soul of 

man in Ru.asia, aa elsewhere, will not make forever a aanctuar7 

of the shop and the factory. Nor will it be content with the 

aciencea and the arta. There ia banger in the bnman soul for 

something above things. There i a hunger 1n the 'bummi soul to 

link itself up with the universal, to corelate ita world of 

valuea with the world of cosmic values, to atune itself with 

some of theae JD7&teriea. bd that mystery will, I believe. 

expreaa itself in some forms of religious thought. When mmq 

people think alike, they will join together and build churchea 

and temples and elirinea. 

These, I believe my friend.a, are some of the 

paasillg and the permanent in that amazing thing which happened 

in Russia 1n 1917 and which baa continued for nigh a decade and 

a half. We have much to learn from it. Russia baa much to 

learn frcn ua. What we ought to have toward• 1 t 1• a free and 

open sympathetic mind, to observe, to etu~, to interpret, not 

to rail or denounce. The future belong• to truth. That people 

whose faith is grounded 1n greater tru.th ia the people who will 

enJoJ the greater bleaaing of the good life. 
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