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BY 

BA:B:SI ABB.A. B'UaLJ:L SILVD 
.lT THE 9MPLI 

SUN~?, DZCIMBB:R 6. 1931 

It is good, my friend.a, to recount from year to year the 

glorious story of Chanukah. Chanukah commemorates, as you well know, 

the victory of the Maccabees and their followers over the boata of 

Syrian Greeks under the leadership of Antiochua, the Illustrious, during 

the sixth decade of the aecond century before the Com~on Era. 

It is well to remember that this struggle of tbe Maccabees 

waa not merely a struggle for political independence. It waa that. But 

it waa mu.ch more than that. 'rhe Jewa at thia time bad not been enjoying 

political indapendence for a great number of year■• 'l1hey bad remained 

under the rule of the Peraiana for nigh unto two hundred yeara without 

rebellion. They bad remained under the rule of the Greek Empire for nigh 

unto one hundred and fifty year• without rebellion. But auddnl7 rebellion 

flared up throughout Pale a tine. lb¥? Because coupled with the de a ire for 

political independence there came no• the challenge to defend their faith 

and their cultural integrity, their su.rTiTal aa a people. 
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Let me make this clear. 

Alexander the Great, who in a few short years extended 

his empire from the boundaries of Macedonia clear to the boundaries of 

India, in conquering Asia, parts of Europe and Africa, not only 

brought with hL~ his Greek army, hia Greek ideas, hia conquered regions, 

he brought much more. He brought Greek civilization, Greek culture, 

a Gree~ w,q of life to the people. 

Now this Greek civilization was a very rich, creative 

beautiful civilization. It had alreadl- seen ita hey~ when Alexander 

appeared. The dqs of Plato, Sacretea, the great Greek productive 

campaign harvest waa over. And yet even in his day, Greek civilization 

was~ abundantly rich, gloriously beautiful.. 

Tbe peoples which he conquered, quite willingly accepted 

this Greek culture or civilization. Later on even a conquering people 

like Rome submitted to the allurement and fascination of this culture. 

And while Rome waa a master of the Greek culture, not the slave, it waa 

certainly a diaciple of the Greek Roman culture. Writers of history of 

culture used the Greek as his model. 

ind 11 ao happened when Alexander conquered .laia Minor 

he also conquered Palestine. In the courae of time a higher atrata of 

the Jewish population, if not the mas•••• were per-.aded by the influence 
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emanating from this Greek civilization . .And tpe Jewish upper clasaea, 

the ariatocr&e7 and the priestly h1gherarcq gave itself over entirely 

to Greek ways of living to the hurt and sacrifice of the Hebraic w93 

of life. Greek became the langu.age among them. Greek literature and 

not Hebrew waa needed. 

With it all we shall see a great deal which was admirable 

taken on by the Jews. Now there was a great deal in this civilitation 

which the Jews could adopt with great profit to themselves. One of 

tbe secrets of Iarael 1a survival is the fact that Israel always adopted 

cultural values from other races and other peoples. Israel never 

willingly nor voluntarily ghettotized itself intellectually unleea 

forced to it by p~aical persecution. The Jewish mind was alwayt re~ 

to pl9¥, to give~ and take of the minds of other people and wben they 

found themaelvea in Babylon, Greece or Rome, in Italy or in Western 

Europe it alway• borrowed, alwaya adopted, even a.a it al•~• sought 

to give of ita own treasure• in return for what it borrowed. 

'l'he reason •111' J ewa toda.Y are so avid for learning and 

) ( 

wbf they are found in such amazing number• in every field of 1n tellectual 

endeavor ia due to the fact that during the Dark Agea they were dated 

the privilege of learning and when the ghetto walls crumbled, th97 have 

gone into theae department• with a veritable hunger for learning an4 
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and study. And though the Jew was eager to learn and did learn 

a great deal from the Greeks, he never accepted a foreign culture 

indiscriminately. He never permitted his own cultural individuality 

to be submerged. He knew that be bad mu.ch to learn from other 

people but he also knew that he had much to teach other people. He 

was conscious of the great cultural heritage which wa.a bis o~. 

The Greeks had philosophers; the Jews had prophets. 

'l'be Greeks had Plato, and Aristotle; the Jews had Moses and Isaiah 

and a :Book of Psalms to give to mankind. 'l'be Greeks bad art which 

mankind ha.a not yet excelled; the Jews had a universal code, a God,

idea which mankind ha.a never excelled. So that while the Jew was 

ready to ad.opt intrinsic values from another culture, he was never 

ready to do it at the sacrifice of his own. 

Ind that ia the problem be was faced with in the aa,a 

of the Maccabees, for many Jews accepted what wae Greek without 

question to the sacrifice of their own Jewish cultural individuality. 

Moreover it should be remembered that the civtlization of the Greeks 

which came to the Jews at this time, du.ring the second century, was 

a decadent civilization. It waa a mongrel •1wilization. It lacked 

strength and self restraint and creative power• of a culture at its 

heighta. It bad 1D\1Cb of the looaeneaa and the vulgarisation of life 

and licentiousneaa in it. It waa a Levantine culture which came to 

Palestine and it menaced the high moral code which was at the very 
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heart of the Jewish conception of life. 

And then too, it should be remembered that Antiocbu.a 

attempted to do something which none of his predecessors attempted to 

do. His predecessors allowed people to keep their own religion. They 

did not interfere with the religious observances of the people. They 

demanded political tribute . . Antiochus was threatened by the rising 

political power of Rome. He tried to consolidate his empire by wiping 

out the religious distinct1veneaa of the various peoples and nations 

which composed his empire. He thought that would merge them into 

one mighty empire which could resist the onsloU&ht of Rome. 

Moat of the other peoples were quite ready to surrender 

their own faith and religious traditions and accept the faith and 

religious tradition• of Antiochua. 'But the Jewa were not. Instinctivel7 

they reaiated. The Jew baa a remarkable instinct by which he can deduct 

that which can enhance his life and that which will corrode his life 

and undermine hi• life. 

(quote Hebrew ) "~ waa the Torah 

given to Israel and not to any other people?" The answer 11 (Hebrew 

) "Because the children of Iara.el tr• bard, stern, of strong 

stuff." ! osea knew that when he said of hia people whom be led for so 

many years; (Hebrew ), "They are a atiff necked people." 

Now that may be a .vice or a virtue. In moat inatancea it 
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is a vice. In some instances it is a virtue. Israel was stiff necked 

whan it came to relinquishing ite religious convictions upon which it 

knew ita survival depended, instinctivel7. 

At this time rebellion flared. The Maccabean atruggl.e 

ensued and for three years they waged a bitter war against the trained 

armies of .Antiochu.s. linall7 came the leadership of Judas Maccabeaa and 

hia brothera. They de:teated the enemy, regained their independence, re

entered the capitol city of Jerusalem and the aanctuaey which stood a.a 

a symbol of the soul of the people. They r~entered the sanctuary, 

cleansed it, re-dedicated 1 t. - '!'hat I s the holiday of Chanukah - the 

Feast of Dedication. 

In this connection, my friends, it should be remembered 

that in 1931, approximately twenty-one hundred years since the victory 

of the Maccabeea, we are facing the identical situation that they faced. 
note 

.And it is interesting to DD how very often Jewish history repeat• itself. 

'l'oday we are faced by the same problem. The problem from 

witbout and the problem from within. The problem of the en81Jl1 from without 

aeeking our destruction; the problem of the enemy from within unJuatl7 

destroying ua through an indiscriminate aaaimilation ot alien W&Ja of life. 

'1'he J ewiah akiea to~ are oTercaet my friend.a. In the 

year 1931 they are very dark with threatening cloud.a. I don It mow ot 

a period 1n the laat decade and a half', I don't know ot a time 1D recent 

yeara when the poaition ot the Jew 1D ID8Zl1 part• of tbe world waa ao 

fraught •1th menace aa in thia 7eaz 1931. 

t t 
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In Eastern Eu.rope Jewish life baa been economically 

undermined. Our people are living in appalling poverty and distress 

in the midst of peoples openly hostile to them and governments 

distinctly unfriendly to them. 

In the last few weeks you read of the riots in the 

various schools of Poland where students rioted against Jewish students 

being instructed in the university. Serious bloodshed took place 

in Warsaw and Vilna and other cities. Life is sad for ou.r people in 

Poland, Roumsnia, Austria Hungary and most particularly ia it brought 

to a most extreme danger, a danger which remind.a us of ·ti. dark period 

of history in the Middle Agea, I am referring to the condition of tbe 

Jews in Germ~. 

There aren't i:nany Jews in Germany, leaa than one percent 

of the population. Bu.t the German Jew was the leader of his brethren 
in 

throughout the world md the position which he achieved in the world 

of finance, science. art, and culture. 

Recently I read an article which deacribea the present 

plight of the Jews in Germany. I want to read one or two paragraph& 

from it. 

'' It mu.at be clear by this time that there ia no uae 

arguing with Hitler and hia clan." 

t I 

Bitler, by the way, will probably be the dictator of Germany 

in the next few montha. ~ minda of the world are being prepared tor 



' . 

- 8 -

this dictatorship. 

11 Appeal• to hma.u decency, to the principle• of love, to 

justice have failed." 

"There is no use nailing their lies and exploding their 

foolish theories. Heaven kno•• it is eaay enough. Only it makes not 

the slightest impression upon than. Hatred bas simply blinded them 

to reason and comnon sense." 

"'rhe Ritleritea were told by Jacob Wassermann and other 

liberal German Jews that the Jews were not a nation, not a people, but 

a. race. The an•er waa a whirlwind of Jew-bating in Thuringia under 

Frick. lliller waa reminded over and over again that the Jews want d 

to be no more than German citizens of the Hebraic persuasion. He 

screamed that it was a lie, a piece of Oriental cunning, deceit, 

camouflage. Writers set about parading before hia eyes the contributions 

made by Jewa to culture in the Reich, and their brilliant participation 

in science, in philoaopey, in art, in literature and the theater. He 

replied by throwing obscene taunts at the head of Freud and Ml.er and 

Waaaermann. His young bullies began to inau.lt a man like Einstein and 

Bitler•• papers gloated over it.• 

1 .1 German Jewish journal came out recently, cf)lling upon 

Hitler•• sense of patriotlam by giving figures and nsmes of J••• who 
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died for the Fatherland b the mud of Fland.era and France. Hitler 

answered with a brutal attack on helpless Jewish men and women 

leaving a place of worship. He instituted a boycott against Jewiah 

merchants in small communities and terrorizes those who feel disinclined 

to head his barbaric decrees. He warna farmers to be on the loolG-out 

for Jews wandering around the countryside as they might throw myaterioua, 

cabaliatic spells over their crops." 

11 We are Christian people," ao ran the Hitlerite proclama

tion in Tlmringia, •we should only buy from Cbriatian folk. The Jews 

plan the wreck of our country. We mu.st love God and hate the Jews and 

prevent the execution of their nefarious designa. 11 Herr Hitler was told 

that the founder of the religion he invoked saids "So anyone •~s I 

love God and hates his brotber, the aame is a liar. 11 He paid no atten

tion to it. Be appeals to superatition, to prejudice, to greed, to 

hooliganism, to sadism, to religion alike BO long aa the effect might 

harm the Jews in some way. He circulates the old blood libel, spread.a the 

protocol forgery, befoul.a the memory of dead men, such ae Lord elchett, 

and does not heaitate to concoct the moat ludicroua yarn• to gain hia 

enda. He tells the reader• of hia paper• that the Comintern and Wall 

Street are in comapiracy to wreck the present economic ayatem, tbat Sir 

Herbert Samnel and Lord Reading cauaed the flight from eterlln& in 

• 
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England a.a an a.ct of Jewish vengeance over England's non-fulfillment 

of pledges in Palestine; he would have his clientele believe that 

Jewa are behind the unrest in China; Jews behind the movement for 

independence in 11B South Africa; Jews manipulating the strings in 

the American crime wave; Jews backing Gandhi, Jews running the Rio de 

Janeiro white-slave traffic. The Jewa robbed Germany of her colonies. 

They stole the Fatherland's merchant fleet. They stabbed the Imperial 

Army in the back. They inspired the murder of Serajevo. They 

meamerised President Wilson. They murdered five thousand German soldier a 

with the Turkish army, in the gardens of Demaacua. They started the 

Paleatine riot• of 1929. They planned the world criais. They suck 

the blood of new-born Christian children. They murdered Jeaua Christ, 

that "good German.• The Jews, the Jews, the JewaJ" 

11 In revenge and puniabnenta for these beinoua crimea, 

J ewa upon Hitler I a orders are aya tanat ically eliminated from the economic 

life in Germm:cy. • 

"To PS¥ for their crimes and "purify Germany from the 

Jewiah polaon," the Jews are to be ousted from the theatera, from the 

conaenatoriea of 11111sic, from art achoola and actor•• uaociationa. 

Applications for positions are returned with the queationnaire. "If 

you do not happen to be Jewish, pleaae aign thie atatement." It 1• 

enough to have a Jewish wife to bar one from holding an official position 

in Thuringia. Score• ot the ableat actors and musicians have but recentl7 
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lost their living for this reason. MethodicallJ, inexorably the 

Hitleritea are ranoving Jews from Germany's cultural institutions. 

The outside world hears of a savage attack occasional.q aa recently 

occurred in Berlin on Rosh Haahonah, but they are not aware of the 

more insidious silent terror that haunts the Jews of Genn8ll,1, the horror 

that flies by dark and in the night. Even partial lists of Nazi 

excesses, tortures, moral cruelty, discrimination, practices &&&inst 

the Jews of Germany are gruesome documents. Jewish teachers a.re the 

object of an organized hunt. In several districts where the Ua.zia are 

suprer.ae they are required to teach that Christ waa a German." 

"Student associations clamor for the introduction of 

the mneraa clouses. Jewish students are beaten up daily. Jewish 

attendance at Munich University bas dropped as a result from 655 D in 

1925 to 2lK> in 1930. In February of this year the Berliner Tageblatt 

felt constrained "in the interests of Justice" to draw attention to the 

peculiar manner of Justice frequently administered where Jews were 

involved. Jewish business men, especially in small towns, a.re virtually 

ostracized by the Christian community. Justice fails them in many 

places, religion turns a cold shoulder on their plight. 'rhe scandalous 

libels dishonor tbem. The persecution de-bumanizea them. Their fear 

of being accused of dual nationaliam or aliena bad dejudaized thou.sand.a 

of Jewa in the Reich." 

f 
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"Jewish cemeteries are desecrated. Synagogu.es befouled.. 

Jewish girls are molested. Scarcely a dq passes without a new sa..7nple 

of Jew-hatred coming to the fore somewhere in Germany. Pages upon 

pages of individual cases of assault and battery 9ould be drawn up." 

Our brethren in Germany have desperate ~s ahead. I 

am a man of faith, I believe they will survive Hitler, ju.st as our 

forefathers survived Hamann a.nd all the otber men who sought our 

destruction. I am a man of faith. 'l'he words of the Bible al•~s come 

back to me whenever I read thinga of this kind. Hebrew ( ) 

"I, the Lord, do not cbalige and you my children will never be destroyed." 

Hitler will find that he can not pogromize six hundred 

thousand people in a modern civilized country. You caxi not take the 

Jewish mind, the Jewiah energy, the Jewish enterprise out of the life 

of a country like Germany without doing irreparable harm to its very· 

being. Reaaonability, if he ever comes into office,will support the 

Jew. But before that supporting procea• takes place, there will be 

some very sad da1s awaiting our people there. 

And so we have the enemy fron without just as the Jews in 

165 :S. C. had the 1r Syrian and Greek enemies. And thell we have the enemy 

from within. The Proceaa of indiscriminate assimilation. The Jewish 

way of life, really yielding and all too readily to the immitation of 

the foreign cultural, the foreign •~a,of life. Our own religion ia leaa 

f 
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of an influence in our life than it might be. It is lesa invoked in 

the lives of our children tba.n it might be. 

That, to rq mind, is the real danger. Our dang,er is not 

annihilation. Our danger is suicide, my friends. We need the distinctive 

Jewish life first for our own selves, for the culture of our own souls, 

for the contentment and harmony of our own lives. Wey should we surrender 

that culture which ages, generations of the greatest minds of our people, 

prophets, sages and poets, men of God fashioned for us. Why should we 

sacrifice itl What has the world to give us in return for that? ~ 

should we take the Bible out of the lives of our children? What can we 

place in lta stead? Wey, having survived to thia dq and having come 

throu8}l tbeae seas of blood, these persecutions of the ages, shall we 

now destroy ourselves? And we need the Jewish culture and way of life 

not merely for ourselves but for the world. 

.1 few weeks ago I spoke to you about the marvelous eaaay 

of Prof. Orton, 1 The Challenge to Israel11 in which I pointed out how this 

non-Jew calls upon Israel now when the world is in despair, to bring to 

mankind its healing, the full vigor of its messianic vision. The world 

toda3, claims this student of economics and soc ioloa. is in need of that 

which only the Jew can give it, a God idea which is the only one acceptable 

to modern man, a humanism, a moral idealia:n for an every day life in a 

sense, and the social solidarity and stamina which the Jew can give to the 
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world. Be calla upon Israel todq in 1931 to assume the moral 

leadership of mankind. There is a fine phrase from one of our 

Rabbis. He said (Hebrew ) 11 .ls long as the light 

of Esau, the light of the Gentle world ia prevalent and sparkling, 

the light of Jacob is not noticed." .A.a long as the non- Jewish 

world and its wrq of life is in the ascendancy a--id in prosperity, the 

Jewish light is not much in evidence. (Hebrew ) 

".ls soon aa that light of Esau begins to dim." .A.a soon as it begins 

to become darkened, as soon as it• life begins to be filled with 

disillusionment and fear, as it is to~. then. (Hebrew ) 

"the light of Jacob becomes notices, is seen, is called for." 

And this man calls for the light of Israel to illumin 

the darkness of the world. And not only he but otbera. Another 

article appeared recently which did not receive aa much notice aa the 

article of Prof. Orton. It is from the pen of a clergyman and j~ in it 1• 

written al.moat in the self aeme words the appeal of the Gentile world 

for the light of prophetic Israel in ita dark boura • 

.And so Dr. Henry M. Edmond• writes: 

•cne of the controlling spirits of the world'• life ha.a 

been yours. The Greeks gave us thought; the Hebrew, intuition; the 

Greek, beauty; the Hebrew, duty; the Greek, nature; the Hebrew, God. 

We speak of the Hebrew spirit, but we have not bowed to you in token 

of our debt. 
.. 

•we have called peace a Chriatl.an atittude, forgetting 
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that it waa a Jew who firat used those words, which now belong to 

humanity, about beating swords into plowshare& and spears into 

pruning hoolca. • 

"We have described love aa a Christian virtue, not 

remembering that Jesus found sunk in your ancient law His Great 

Comnandment and the second like unto it." 

"We ba.ve appropriated your heroes bodily. We can 

have no marriages withO\lt your Mendelssohn, no story of philosop}v 

without your Spinoza, no anthology of verse without your Heine. Our 

Victorian age lacks its chief ornament without your Disraeli. And 

toda¥ we have your Brandeis in jurisprudence, your Straus and 

Rosenwald in philanthropy, your Flexner and Einstein in acience. 11 

11 We have laid violent band.a upon your saints. We stole 

the massive Moses, the flaming Elijah, the k:nighly r.vid, and that moat 

aUt,oUat group in all the succession of those who have declared God - the 

prophets. The mind lifts at the call of their names - Amos, Hosea, 

Micah, Isaiah, Jeremiah. The rapt John was yours, and that Apostle, who 

after the cornerstone was laid, built the Christian Church. He wae 

yours, in whose face we have seen God aupremel1, Jesus was born of a 

Jewish womb, nourished at a Jewish breaat, nurtured in a Jewish home, 

led by Jewish teachers, set atl.ame at Jewish altars." 

"Now an emergency is upon us and we are turning to you 
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for help. We are faced with problems which of ourselves we fear we 

cannot solve. In our extremity we turn to all men of goodwill." 

"We have a race problem, both in this land and in all 

lands, which some wise men fear m~ crack the world. Certainly it 

is defacing the world from the fair thing that God would have it. 1 

11 War threatens us. We tremble as we think of what 

portends in international relations. Can we survive another war? 

Will not the heart of God turn awa_y from us if we ever allow again 

the cosmic chaos of armed and ordered hate. All men of goodwill mu.st 

unite. We appeal to you for help.• 

"Once again the emergency calls us together. We are 

afraid for our lives unless sanething is done toward industrial 

adjustment. Governments and institutions have fallen all about us. 

Humanity is turned upside down. We are afraid." 

"We turn to you for help." 

It is amazing and yet not so amazing when one remembers, 

when one is informed and can remember, that after all it has been the 

ancient wisdom of Israel which ha.a guided mankind or that portion of 

mankind which came under its influence for centuries and centuries. This 

code of living which calla for Justice, for peace, for honor between men, 

for self restraint, for pu.rity of life, for spiritual intereat, that baa 

been the code which has tempered the durability and inherent 

of the people• of Western Europe for these~ many hundred• of yeare. 



• 

- 11 -

It is amazing and yet not so amazing when one remembers, 

when one is informed and can remember, that after all it has been 

the ancient wisdom of Israel which bas guided mankind or that portion 

of mankind which came under its influence for centurtes and centuries. 

This code of living which calls for justice, for peace, for honor 

between men, for self restraint, for pu:tity of life, for spiritual 

interest, that bas been the code which has tempered the durability 

and inherent life of the peoples of Western Europe for these many 

hundreds of years. 

And again there is a call for the spirit of Israel and 

its moral law to tame the child of man that is on a rampa&e of destruction 

in the world today. 
on 

And so/Chanukah in the year 1931 we kindle our Chanuka.h 

lights again. For twenty-one hundred years we have kindled them. They 

are simply our symbol of faith in ourselves, in our mission. They are 

a symbol of our eternity, as slender as they are, as frail as they are 

these lights are a symbol of our eternity. They are also a symbol of 

our con tribu.tions to the world. For wherever we come we kindle light. 

Wherever we cane we kindle light. Therefore we repeat from on hi&h 

(Hebrew ) "These little lights which we kindle 

every night, they are holy. 1 
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But tbe apir1t wb1ch helped tbe accabeea to survife Antiochua will help 

the J••• ot Germmq to aurTiw Hitler. 

'rbe ene!IQ' f'rom within 1• the proceaa of indiacrlminate 

aaai lation which 1• 1n tull swlDg and which threatens the iritual 

and cultural 1ntegrit7 ot the people, the undermining of the Jewiah •8¥ 

ot lite. '!'he Jew baa always adopted. the .Jrtey qualitiea 1n other 

culturea. That ia 'iiaecret ot surviTal. He neTer gbettotiaed himaelf 

lntellectuall.7 unl••• driTen to it b7 persecution. 

The Jew in the eatern orld ha.a drunk deep of ita acience 

and learning. He baa taken much but he at alao give mw:h - of hi• own 

racial treuurea. The world needa odq, per apa more than in arq preTioua 

time, the ebraic moral outlook. ita ral idealiam, 1ta prophetic mmger 

after rigbteoumeu, 1ta sanctification of 11.!e. The Jew, by remalnlnc true 

to tbeae ideala, exemplified. in the Jewia life, can be of great help 

to his tellowmen 1n aolving the tremendous 

faced to~. 

a •1th which we e all 




