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11 ... HE ADV TTAG S ID DISADVAlrTAGES Oi 

y 

RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
T~ E.'.PLE, ~1J?IDAY, J All. 

17th, 1932. 

Vhen I came to write the address of this morning, n The 

Advantages ~"ld Disadva."ltages of ·oeing a Jew" I found that I had eat 

difficulty in discovering \hat tha disadvantages are. I could enumerate 

any number of adva"ltages , but I couldn 1 t find y isadvantages until 

I realized tbat every condition in life, ho ever desiraole , brings with 

it as attendant circUl!lstances, certain disadva.."ltages , - that no 

condition is quite perfect. 

To be rich is desirable, of course. Everybody strives 

to be rich. And yet the sages of mankind have warned men of the entice

ments and eakening infr~ences of wealth. It is as diffic lt for the 

rich ma.~ to enter the Kingdom of Heaven s for a camel to pass through 

the eye of a needle. 

To be learned is a desirable condition 01 life much to 

e preferred to ignora."lce and yet one ·of t · e great sages of the Bible 

declared: (Hebrew) 11 He who increases k::no ledge increases headaches. 11 

To be a r~ler is more preferable than to be a subject. 

Yet a great. poet warned us that: "Uneasy rests the head that r les the 

I 
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crown. 11 The position of rulership brings with it certain defi:iite 

disadva.."'l tages. 

And so it is ,ith all conditions of life. To belong 

to a."'ly group, y nation, or an.J race is to take on the adva."'ltages . 
and the disadvantages of those condltions in hich the group, race 

or nation finds itself at the given moment, as well as its histor 

and its political. economic and social setti g. 

It is ot particularly advantageo~s, if one were to 

strike a balan e, for a person to oe er. t day ith all the 

e ono~ic upheavals of th t country wit. the burden of defeat upon 

the neople. Yet I a~ inclined to thi. th t the Ge. n in Ger n 

today wo"'.1.ld not ish to be a renchman any more than ... renchroan , ould 

v ant to e a.11 Englishman. 

A loyal me ber of a group does not eigh the adv nt es 

·gin t the disadv ntages of oelo ging to a group. He is not n 

• ccou.nta.nt. He is not calculating. He is a member of a roup and he is 

revolved to endure and attempt to sur ount the diff:c ties. It is only 

tne we cer members o a group that desert it hen they find that the 

minuses are greater than the pluses. 

~ow the Jew s never been of the calculf.l ting kind. He 

. s never udited his accou."'lt with destiny. He has never set up the 

advantages of being a Jew s gainst the disadva."'lt es. ot that he 

"id not know, - was not aware, of the definite deprivations and 

li bilities of eing a Jew. He las lways a realist. He faced the 
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fa.eta of his own life as well as the facts a out him, quite soberly 

d realistically. He 1as never given to ecstatic emotionalism. 

He did not eagerly pursue or elcome masterdom. He did not enjoy 

that satisfaction of self-affliction. He as a normal person ho 

loved life. He loved the joy and the lau~hter of life. He believed 

that God who loves men, also loves their laughter. Heh ted pain, 

hated humili tion. He was very proud a.~d sensitive as a people. 

Some eople welcome pain. Some people love to be b miliated. -here 

is a definite psychosis, a definite morbidit ~ ich craves self-

humiliation and self-torment. But this w s n ver characteristic of 

the Jew. 

·evert elese, tho h his life eld all these things 

hich the Jew abhored, pain, persec tion, hur iliation, he never tte~pted 

to flee from his destiny. He never really lamented his fate . 

• o group was ever so self-sear ning as the Jewish people. 

You iOlOW t t, of course. fo people is as self-analytic 1 as the Je ish 

people, parti ularly in recent ears. ver er ~Y of tne Jewish so 1 

every Je ish experience, ever nuance of the Jewish character has been 

analyzed by the Jew hL~self •. obody has ever said as biting things 

a out the Jew as the Jew himself. ~he Jew has a gift of being able to 

objectivize h self, to see himself in the offing, sit iere, d to 

atch himself livi and moving in the world. So that the Jew knows 
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every advantage there is in oeing a Jew and every disadvantage. 

And yet :he was not tempted to strike a alance and to calculate 

that the disadvantages exceeded the advantages ~d therefore the 

business of being a Je snould be liq idated. 

Let me enu."llerate some 01· the disadva.11.tages, which I 

had so ch trouble in discovering. 

irst of all to belong to a mi~ority gro pis to be 

disadvant ed. A minorit op is 1 ~s subjected to the ill 

or hims of tne domi!lant majority. It ca.~ never fully control its 

own destin. It m~st cater. It mu.st co~pro ise. It st plead. 

It must intercede iith the on rolling ajority. A .. inorit op 

must alw 's be satisfied with less than what it is legitimately 

e~titled to of human rights a..~d privileges. It is requently used 

s a scape-goat for the sins and failures of the majority. ~very 

country which was efeated in the 1st ar lamed the Jew for its 

defeat. 

.he condition of elon ing to a minority oup forces 

~pon the members of that group an inferiorit complex, namely that 

~~e discrimin tions practiced against the group e justified ec use 

of the inherent fa·lts and deficiencies of the members of the 

minority group . So that freqQently self-respect, self-pride and 
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dignity are burned up, consumed within ertain members of a minority 

group. And that drives the wea.K in that gro'.lp to become sycophants, 

climbers and toadies and drives others to seek escape from the 

frustrations of the group, to assimilation, to self-a negation, to 

camouflage their identity and to sail under false colors. 

These are 11 disadvant es v,hich accrue to members 

who belong to a minorit group, s~ch as the Jewish oup. 

ain the· are compelled to bear greater share of 

roup responsibility th the individ 1 !o belon~s to the rn jority. 

The individual ho belongs to the majority is never l amed for the 

acts of the members wit.in the dominant gro . e is held for his 

own good deeds or mis-deeds. If, hov ever, . he oelongs to the minority, 

he is held responsi le not only for his deeds but for the deeds of the 

other members of t : at group. If t ere ha pens to e 

the whole aroup is held responsible. 

Je ish er ·minal, 

Then, too, elonging to a minor t J gr up freq ently 

inhibits one from purs· ing his ideals to their utmost or fear of being 

.isun ~erstood and bring ing down pon the entire roup the hatred of the 

entire majority. 

The Je is people ~ere the first people who preached 

vorld eace. T enty-seven hundred years ago our prophets were the 

first men who rejected in the conscience of the world the to ht 

that war is a sin an a crime and t t the idea of life was to bolish 

war: " tion shall not learn war a , ore." 
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e 7ere the first people pledged to of 

international peace a:1d et as a people in t ;:J.e 1 st generation or 

two we have pla ed ver L si ificant role in the orld of 

ringing a out v orla. peace, certainly not greater or a:ny nore 

signific t than t e role of an· other people. 'ny? Becw e the 

preaching of peace on the p_rt of t~e JeJ, espe iall in ~ritical 

times, i:-i ti~es of tension, frequently ring s do m upon the Jew 

the c· arge of ein0 u.np tri tic, n lien, a foreigner, not in

terested in the fate of his countr. So t.nat f'req~ently th Je 

Y ho w~ld. 11:-ce to follow tr • i dea nd preac• • t fro . the housetops 

s bein- his ide , hesit tes eca, se he is raid of the evil 

l;onseqQences vh ich ill come, not .. erel to himself, t to the O ou. • 

Because he preached li eralis .. i:1 Jerm ey in the 1· st 

ew dee des o~ tle cent~r, the ·hole a.~ti-uemitic movement beg • 

ismark ,ho ecame traitor to the li era fpr es of ~er DilY after 

he exploited t · em, founr in t,e J his reatest ene .. ~ot equently 

he t ned g i:ist the. as Jews and inicii.ted or st'm lated a vast 

ti-Je is _rop a.da. 

~O\ as regards the material disadv ntages of being a 

Jew, I don't h ve to dwell on the. . Yo kno 1 t'1ern q ite as well 

s I do. nere are two Kinds of p • oical persecution - the ogroms 

vhich persisted all t .. o h t. e ages and per sec t ions hi--h take m y 
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kino.s of manifestations, desicration, t .e g!1etto, the ellovr dge, 

exile. legal dis ilities, mass~cres, economic oycots, the 

?'l T:lur~s claus s, 11 the vile medieval is .. which comes , ith h· tred 

of t. e mi:iori ty. 

__ en t ere is .:~.at Prof. c 11s the highe r 

'-":iti-se itisr:1 that taKes t e orm o pse o . etaoh· sic preacain 

of hate against tne Jew, oeca set e Jew belongs to n inferior 

race, the liter - r nti-Je ish c sa es. ·hat ., the wa.j • is not 

entirely o· recent ori5 in. le ~i. d it t thousand e rs ago. 

_he great Jawish • istorian Josephus ·vas co elled to rite a 

defe se of the 1ew against the a..'1ti-se. itt-of is "Against 

Apion. 11 • .. e sar e 1;harges as Hitler is no akin~ ag ·~st es in 

Ge a.'1.y. n~ el· sedition, th t t.e Jews ,ate t.e non-Jews , t t 

t he Jews like to h ve the olood of non-Je ish c ildren or religious 

p pooes; that the produced no great men, etc. etc., anti-semitic 

small~· n e. Yo lready find t t in the ri t L ·s of J osep' '.l.S. 

Is- I :ill note J ti~te unon these fo .s of ... 

disadv ntages. You lmo~ them well. But there is one other which 

I wish to spe.· of a.'1.o. that is the political homelessness of the 

Jew as a people , o lackin a stron . tio.al center. That is the 

reat disadvantage of the Jew o • Of lacking pl ce here the 

Je is a majorit • and therefore a place where the Je can live his 

o life ithout inter erence ith t e peo le aoout niin ; a place 
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where e ca..~ produce his own cul~J.re undil~ted, unadulterated. 

:e haven I t t nat as yet. And beca se e e politically hooeless, 

oeca~se our ational life is not secu.re in an territory, e have 

to spend too Huch o ".>Ur racial e. ergy in the s • .. ple ele en tar t sk 

of surviv 1. That's a great disadva.~tage. oo much of our ener~ 

s peoule ha s to go into the me re tas_ or ~vival, of not ein~ 

d.estro· ed. _ne erica.,i or the ... renc· doesn't have that proble. 

:is proble :i is ,nat to do \,i th his life. problem is how to 

preserve our life. nd •. t t "es p too ru of our tie nd our 

energ . 

~7hat are the adva.Tltages then of eing a Jew·t I ess 

yo h ve trouble to find then . 

' ' 

Int e first place vhile there are distinct disadv t es 

in elongi~ to a minori th r are also disti.ct advantages. To 

belong to a mi.ority is to e challenged, to be co elled to oe 

on the alert all the time; to e forced to excell . To elon to 

discri inated or persecuted minorit, is to elong to groap w. ·ch 

is consistently being inno ed ana. the eaker are oeing 'leeded out 

nd the stronger survive. There is sch a tning as the survival 

of the fittest. ...he Jew has been forced to p ss t o'.l.o-h a millennial 

experience of the ost exacting kind ich el in ted the 1eak d 

preserved only the stro • 
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_o belon~ to a "iscri inated .. inorit is to 

u.."lderstan.d other minorities a'1. theref re to n: ve tolera..1.""e. 11 no.v 

ye tne soul of he stra.."lger ·or ., e ,. ere strangers in the 1 ·1d of 

..... g .. t 11 sa s the :Si le. The Jew is al Fays i th t'i e underdog because 

he is underdog hL~self. 

I he ve een freq'..len tly sked, vi' s a a bi do ., ou 

"lays spe ~ for the disadv~,t ed., the poor nd t ">1e needy. en1t 

there ot er people i. the ,orld? 

ca., take care of tne . selves. I 0 

_ cour et ere ~re. !lt the 

a t rt ts to be dis dvantaged 

poll tic lly or econor ic lly or soc i lly, t'.erei' ore I run s, pre ely 

s~ -~athetic to others i~ similar pl i gn t. 

_ e ancient ~ree·~s disliked s trangers. ~hey ·:ere 

iveJ to ht lato ta ~ht, 'not o l to hate t to dispell the 

st ru ger from t eir mi ·st. 1 -he Jew ,,as t ght to 1el o .e the 

stranger, 11 • o •e tne s01.11 o t he trru 0 er eca e e ere stra .a-ers. 11 

_o oelon0 to tne Je is. neople is to elong to hat 

h s oeen called 11 ... he Veteran of Histor II to peonle i i~n h s 

survived some fo, t housand ears ci t~erefore a a people • ich 

m·.ist ru ve in it spiritu 1 , intellect 1 ,holesor. eness to ht ve been 

,_• le to survive. And it • s survived o t as a m se . ... eople , s 

' . 
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the an~ient }reeks. a oroken torso here a~ arm there. It 

has survived as a living organism and is today as prolific, 

may"be more so, tr.;,n it w s in the thousand years preceding. 

F w it • s good to belong to a 9eople whose roots 

reach do:vn to such nm1rishin~, fructif~·ing soil. It 1s a 

healthy people t o oelong to. And it is g~od to elong to an 

old eo~le which is antiquated because old people have the 

q._,c ient wisdom tha·t :]Oung 9eople do not have . The Jews, like 

the people of Chi ; , have a patient 1isd :n. ht h comes only with 

·he age . They are never given tot· ~t impetuosity, that ruthless 

simplicit , tnat primitive elligerency, that passionate naivete 

which go with yol.l.Ilg ueople who naven • t cut their v1isdom teeth. 

T ough individual efnbers f the Jewish people ray be hign. s tru."lg, 

the Jewish people, as a people, seldo:n gets excited. _ ey are 

patient, they deli.berate; they i1ave seen uch, have learned much. 

It is good also to belong to a people which has 

been so amazingly creative t r1rollgh the ages. /fe h~ve given mankbd 

not only the Biele, the greatest literature of man·~ind. but through 

the ges we were enabled to give to the world men of leadership, 

n=thfinders in L~ost every de O tment of huma..~ life,-science, the 

a rts, philosophy and 11 terature. If you }1.ave any doubt about it, 

make pa list for your ow:i satisfaction of tne leaders of 

• 
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:orlci thou~ t today in the ear ·1932 ~nd yo~ ill be amazed 

to find ho, m n oft ose are Je ish names. Thoe 1no write 

OQ~ the text books of the reat move ents of the rorld are in 

many inst~nces Jews. 

d th n too, ~Y friends, I elieve t. tit is good 

to elon to a people w ich has al s revered learning, a peo le of 

st~dents, scholars and oooks. The Jew has always laced the schol 

a ove the high priest, certainly above the an of wealth. 

The Jew wast' e first e l to have instituted a 

~"'liversal s ste·a of education. Before t 

th n to thousand y sago, the Jew h d built up in Pal€stine a 

u."'liversal syste .. o edacation. Eurooe dicLY1 1 t cio it until ess 

tn,...n thous d .,' ars ~o. 

• 1iereas tne church t· o'.l.::h the .iddle es s nnressed ... -

tr. i le, di I t ant 1 .. en o read t e oak, t. e Jer. said 

(q ote _ebre 1) "_ea h it illi e .. tl unto t. c ildre:1, 11 to ever 

hild, especially to the children of the poor .. ne Je i ~ idea of 

st ,as . ot to st for a profession. Y , • sk a yo . n to 

:h t he is st dying for "1cl he ii ill say he is st a. ing to e 

something, a doctor a 1 wyer, an e ineer. e Jew who studied in 

the Yeshiv a..~d in the ac demy did not study for profession. 

• 
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It i as st dy for the s rn of study. In f ct the Raubis ·, arned 

the people (auote He rew) 11.fa.ke not the _orah a spade ·th 

111 h to di0 • 
11 .nd to this day tnere is nothi c- t. e Je respects 

ch as intellectual rillience, enius. 

h s this dominant position s a goo people to 

1~ is mind hich oves the orl 

nd people w· ic 

case 

Ana. 1 ti , it s ood to elon_ to a: i ter .. tion"" l 

people. ~fter ·e a ve ade llo ,ances for t e dis dvantages of 

be onging to a people~ i h ot inte ate, t.ere lso 

DX& re adva.."lt es. Yo gain t. e \ o 1 • Yo l;Q e in 

~on~act :ith otner poin s of v·e. 0 r nti 11 st imQl ted 

--:A • 11 ed ·- .. ,:,:> • n isolated oeople i ally d _ eople. 

tis :people who comes in cont ct , ith other peo le d exch .D'es 

ideas t h tis us all the progressive ue~ple or the orld. Andi 

th Jew to r is progressive citizen it is de to the fact t t 

intern tional people, people hlch is not isol ted 

in y one spot oft e •orld, t s tr·velled 
section 

touched every pot in ever DU.U of the orld. 

d c.:o U."'led d 

Bee use the Je 

is n internavio1n , 1 •opl he is he ene, 01 national~, vcnism 

nd the ch8mpion of .orlci peace 

people be ,as a le to et e 

d ec use h Jew is n intern~tion 1 

tural i ter .. e iar·•· oet een peonles. 

L stl it is good to elong to a people ich e ve 

f • 
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the world its od a.i-id its morality. r tever the .'ester.1 worlc. 

h".S today of religion - n et 1ics is tne gift of tl e Jews. 

You will recall a ew weeks ago I quoted t!'!.e \Ords 

of n eminent professor of eco. ~ics rud sociolo ' ho said taat 

the estern orld is acin collapse an· t .e onl t inu that could 

s ve ·-ester:i civilization is Ju--aism. .1or Judaism, possesses, or 

the Je1ish people possess t' ree t h ings nhich ~re i:idispensa le o 

of ," ster . .;i vil iz t io .. od idea ·i1ich is the onl 

~od i dea cceptab e to odern m n, a pr ctical,ever day mora ity 

onl the Je is. mor it' · assesses d t e . se of social soli ... i 

0 o~ial rs ons: ilit, n interde e .. e ce ·h· ~h u ~is pre c ed. 

A.."ld so o 

.. eeds o... . nki.n.. i:i 

gifts r~ ot antiq ri :i ifts 

·e r 1932 • 

t vit l 

.. ;o ·1 it i good to lon • o people t i still 

d essentially. eeded n t he :orl~ those great co. tri u,.. 

tio s re ily sou~ t ·ter. 

d so. m frie.ds, 1e close our stoc t 'in .. ere 

·oil • ve t.1e adv tages an tne dis dv· tages cI oe·n a J w. But 

the Jew h s .. ot oe n a ook eeper, stri in lances. e een 

the reeper of e B ok. e o • 1 ife ·,hich he lov s nd uhich 

he t: ink is the o st a o life tor man. e ·_as 11 a.. ien t vi'isdom 

• i h he loves to ollov t.u-o =h li0 ht nd through d ess, t o h 

f • 
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jo nd thro h sorrov; . Ee h-->s ".> a.estiny se for : •. y 

hi ancien • see:- •1hich dr ·:s him 'kc: . g!let , irresist" le , 

and he is read., to go tl;.rou3· '> l the v • ss i tudes . misser t • on 

:hich li.;:e m .: hole ·or hin for the 2.!: e of t}'!.i vi on, this 

\a of life .. or .i it is the satisfaction o oei~0 ew. 

str .. 

ours .ere 

_ e strcr!u mon s do .. ot 7isl to e c1i 

.ong our people , thro ht 1e 'l es uch ~arker th n 

le to a , a~ote He re'fl1 11 iook down h Lord r 

ea:ven !l ci see tnat we have eco . .::e tne oe -:er of peoples , e 

ve ·oeen led lL ·e s1 eep to a sl ghter. ve ecome t e 

ooject of sh . e . 11 II tin spite of it we h ve ~ot 

forgotten ~hr n e . Do .. t forget II 

_ht•~ no, stron~ we r e . ~ t 1 s the secret of 

Je, is vi al . 

-·he ·1e" t· e \,ea.- ' 'l l ys 11 th . 'side. , 

h Ve lo t t' .. e·are losin t eI1 ~o • - e pr fe r the 

ti. sel n ~ 1 ur , the oci r v ~tages 0 t ... e othe r C .p . 

-he ·ill le ve s . - e strong r e,."' n n it i ,i t e stro. 

th t t .. eter :ial C av·n ii ich is the Je ish peo le , • re e s on. 

..,e 

• • 
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The J • belcmga lo a. minority group eTer¥1fbeN this 1n JD&nT wqa 

la a diaadTantage. noritlea are au.bJect tot~ will and tie hlm• of the 

daadnant aJorltl••• The~ neTer ·u.11.y control their own deatlnl••· Tbe7 

IIIWI\ be aat1afle4 with le•• thaa their legl 't ate r hta. 1 DIWlt cater 

and compromi • quantl7 they a.re de the acape-goa.t . or the mla-

fortune• and failure■ oft maJorltlea. 

a.ton .. nt for their ■in• and failure•• 

hey aen a a conTenlent vlcarloua 

To long to a minority oup a 19Crimin ted againat 

over a long period of time 1a to ·n dan er 

complex. Self respect and prlde are burned 

an lnf erlori t1 

the furnace of continued 

dagreclat ion. • lMra of a minority group e in dang r of ei driTen to aelf-

abnegation. to c oun • their id.en.ti ty and to • 11 under fe.l • colora. 

equantl7 they are inhl itecl from urauing th ir ideala for fe of incurring 

the oatility oft• m Jorit7. 

o long to minority 

poup reaponaiblllt7 than otbeni••• 

l• Judcecl by hl• own acta. ' t 

to 1 1 bl• group reaponai lllt7. 

aina o any m bar of 1,. 

ia alao to bar a ater e M of 

1th1n the minant group each indiTidual 

r• of th~ inorlty oup are eldp 

w ole gr up 1• bl 4 fort• 

Pl:J¥■ ical per■eautlon and olitic 1 d econo ic die b111tiea 

h Te been ancl in ■atl1' oountrl•• •till are on the oat apparent diaadTa.Atagea 

o Jewiah lite. 
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