
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series IV: Sermons, 1914-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         154           55           417 
 
 

Washington and his America, 1932. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



... 

BY 

RABBI ABBA HILLEL ~ILVER 
~HE T&,.PLE 

FEB. 2lst,1932 

In swmnarizing the character of George Washington 

and his significa~ce in the life of the A.~erican nation, I can 

do no better than read these two paragraphs from the recent book 

of James Truslo Adams, called 11 T'ne pie of .America. 

"In the travail of war and revolution, America 

had brought forth man to be ranked ith the greatest and noblest 

of any age in all the world. There have been greater generals in 

the field and statesmen in the cabinet in our own a.~d other n tions. 

_here has been no greater character. nen we think of 'ashington, 

it is not as a military leader, nor as executive or diplomat. 

e think of the man who by sheer force of character held a 

divided and disorganized countr toget er until victory was achieved, 

and who, after peace was won, still held his ~i&U!lited countr en by 

their love and respect and admiration for himself until a nation 

was welded into enduri s tre!lgth and unity." ... 
"~here were great patriots ca whose names 

are inscribed in the story of that time. There re many humble folk 



-

whose names have faded from our histories or were never known 

outside their narrow villa.ge circle. who struggled and suffered 

from the noblest motives. But war brings out the worst as well 

as the best in men. It is a mistake to think of the .America of 

1}76 - 1783 as a nation of patriots pressing their services to 

gain their freedom. It v.a.s hard to get men into the army, and 

to keep them there. Often Washington had neither money n~r food 

nor clothing to offer them. But he always had an army, pitifully 

small as it was at times, which held the flag flying in the field 

thro h love of him and confidence in the character which they 

sensed in his dignified presence. Without him the cause would 

have been irretrievably lost, and the thunder of the orators would 

have rumbled long since into forgetful silence. When tte days 

were blackest, men clung to his unfaltering courage as to the last 

firm ground in a rising flood. ~hen, later, the forces of dis

union in the new country seemed to threaten disruption, men 

again rallied to him as the sole bond. of union. Legacy to America 

from these troubled years , he is, apart from independence itself• 

the noblest heritage of all." 

There is in these two chapters which I read, as 

• 
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as well as in almost any authentic biograp~ of George ·,ashington, 

there is a.n emphasis laid upon tne character of the man. The character 

of George ashington seemingly was the cement which held the 

Revolution, as well as the young nation together. 1en believed 

in him even when they did not believe in the Revol tion. 

ashington was not a..~ ideal, a perfect man of 

infallioility or of g~nius such as legend and tradition have painted 

him. No man is. ashington was a human man, a man who possessed many 

of the weaknesses and frailties and so e of the vices of the average 

man. He as not, what we in our ignorance called a genius. But men 

believed in him. Tney believed in his sound practical j gment. They 

believed in his moral and spiritual integrity. _bey believed.in his 

courage. They believed in his loyalty. Ab ve all, they believed in 

his ·practical sagacity. They believed in hiin, they admired hi:n and 

they loved him. 

of this man. 

Courage particularly, seems to have been the quality 

or you must think of the Revolutionary ar not as a 

swift consummation of a great ideal, won over night, or of a united 

people rising against British tyranny. othing can be further from 

the truth. The ar lasted some seven years. Seven dark, heart-breaking 

years of war. It was a war which only one third of the American people v 
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really wanted, a.""ld mostly the poor people. ·rhe bulk of the property 

owners were Loyalists and Toreys. One hundred thousand of them fled 

their native colonies because they were not in sympathy with the 

Revol~tion. It was not a united people that entered the Revolution. 

And ashington 1 s army never numbered more than some 25,000 people 

and at the close of the war ~ashington did not have more than 6000 

soldiers in his army. And during these seven long years his officers 

were without clothing and food and nearly al a~ without money. 

Valley orge was not the only dark moment of the 

Revolution. There were many dark moments when the Revolution seemed to be 

doomed. And it was the tremendous courage of this man George asbington 

that carried through the Revolution. And he manifested the same courage 

dter the Revolution. 

But do not a.gain for a moment assume that with the 

victory of the Revolutionary forces in 1783 that the .American nation 

sprung, as it were,full-grown, from the brow of history. Not at all. 

Again some six or seven heart-breaking years had to pass before the 

Constitution was finally adopted and the nation fi'!'lally came into 

existence. And they were years of dissension and struggle of the 

states for sovereignty, of jealousy, of fearfully depreciated currency, 

of economic collapse. The kind of years which for some of the nations 
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of estern Europe, followed after the World iar. 

And thro- h those years and tbrough the years that 

he was Preside~t of tne United States, George lashington piloted 

the ship of state which was threatened almost constantly with 

shipwreck. He piloted that ship through the early strear..1 and when 

he ,·as through and he laid down the scepter of office and bad 

farewell to his people, George .' 1ashington had fairly launched the 

.American nation upon its great destiny. 

The story of this man need not be retold here 

this morning. It is altogether too well k:riown to everyone for me 

to retell it here. But I should like to co ent ~pon one or to of 

the ideals which motivated this man and which constituted his and 

their legacy to our own generation. 

First of all I should like to co. ent upon the remarkable 

ability, vision and statesmanship of the man ho in 1776 took hold 

of the reigns of .American life. 

There were only about two million people in the thirteen 

colonies at that time and yet I venture to say that in 1932, with one 

hundred and twenty millio~ Americans e could not today parallel that 

remarkable galaxy of men who in 1776 rallied around George ·ashington. 

Just think of it, in one era, men of the stamp of George 

ashington, Thomas Jefferson, Alexander Hamil ton, James .~adison, John 

.. arshall, John Adams, Benjamin Franklin; men who by any standard which 
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you can apply, were men of unusual tature, in politics, 

statesmanship, finance, legal scholarsbip. Seemingly the men 

-

of those days had reached a high level of culture a~d civilization. 

And aoove all they ere men of great originalit of thought. _hey 

dared to think. They were not afraid of the new. They were not 

shackled b tradition. Their temper was one of criticism, 

inq~iry and independence. A century and a lf of Colonial 

experience which preceded the Revolution hen the people of this 

country had to build, as it ere, froi bed-rock in the new world, 

had given the men of that day, the close of the eighteenth century, 

a sense of self-reliance and confidenc d tne necessit of 

constantl meeting the encroachr:lents of the ,other Country, the 

necessity of constantly arguing i th the .. fother Country in defense 

of their rights had developed within the .American people a fine 

political sagacity and realism which stood the, in good stead when 

the necessity arose for them to ou.ild of themselves a new nation, 

a new state gover~ment. 

And these men who in the last quarter of the eighteenth 

century, achieved the Revolution and esta lished the United States 

of America, ere compelled by the exigency of the hour to evolve for 

themselves a political philosophy upon which to ground their convic-
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tions against the other Country. And this necessity drove 

them to ....._political fundamentals until they finally built 

their Revolution, their Declaration of Independence. their 

Constitution upon the inalienable rights of man, the basic 

natural rights of man as against the rights of states. of 

governments, of institutions. 

-

The ere forced, in other ~ords, tot ·n1c 

individually. And that is why, to one who reads the ritings of 

those days, the documents of tnose d.eys, one gets the impression 

that those were the free, spacious, hero·c da s of erica hich 

h-1ve not een matched since. A sweeping y of ways and traditions, 

a renc ing out for somethine which was n , b sic, fundamental 

in human thought and an insight into the intellect~l independence 

of these men, ashington, Jefferso , Harnilton, .. :adison, arsnall, 

Adams, • ranklin and others, into their intellectual independence 

ma be gained from surve of their religious eliefs. 

Hardl one of them whose name I mentioned as by 

any standard an ort odox Christian. In fact the were not Christians 

at all. George ashington was no communicant of any church. He 

gives no here evidence that he elieved in the Christian revelation. 

An in the thousands of letter which have survived him, t ere is 

not once ~ention of Jesus Christ. 

early all of the fou:ide~s of the Republic were dei ts, 
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The struggle for religious liberty, for the 

separation of Church and State and for the substitution of 

liberty for toleration has a long and exciting history in 

American life. kMr.1he absolute separation of Church and 

State represents America's orig inal, unique and significant 

contribution to mankind. 

days. 

The struggle began very early in the Colonial 
N, J 

Roger Williams, himself forced into exile. established 
I\ 

the colony of Rhode Island and put into its charter: "lto 

person should be in any wise molested, punished, disquieted or 

called in question for any difference in opinion in matters of 

religion." 

William Penn, himself a member of a persecuted 

-

sect, the QU.aker sect, founded the colony of Pennsylvania and 

guaranteed to all nwho acknowledge one Almighty and Eternal God to be 

the Creator, Upholder and Ruler of the iorld11 l!'f!M aa,ueis religious 
I 

freedom. He did not however, guarantee complete tolerance or 

freedom to the unbeliever. 

But these two colonies were the exceptions. Aost 

of the others had no auch broad provisions for religious freedom. 
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In fact at the time of the Revolution most of the colonies 

had~ablished ~ official church,which discriminated against 
' 

dissenters and oftentimes persecuted them. 

At the time of the Revolution there was hardly 

a colony here a Jew or a Catholic or a l'ree thinker could 

lawfully hold off ice and hardly a ·colony 

lony where 

Catholics could hold public religious services. 

But something came into 

" 
erican life and tho ht 

many of these barriers were removed. 
, 

Revolution w o had to ground their demand for f he 

natt:.ral rights of 
C. 

an could not at the same time permit •sf Pf se= 

..-..a the new ,onstitution of the 

because of. religious convictions. 
(' 

The struggle egan L'1lmediately with the outburst 

of the Revolution aild the State of Virginia led thew • 

Virginia had an officially established church, -

the Church of England, t• Bpieee,ai ehca ••· Those who did not 

belong to the Church ere in many ways disadvantaged and dis-
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criminated against. 

In 1776 under the inspiration of such men as 

J€orge .. ason. James !,.adison and Thomas Jefferson the st gle 

egan to dis-esta lish the church anJcg,~arantee absolute 

religious freedom to all peoples. And in 1785 the Act for 

-

e Establis~ If Religious ~reedom, one of the great 

documents in erican life, the fore-ru.~ner a:£ the Dael&&tloh 

42f InoQpenienae, ret~er of the Constit tion of the United States, 

as adopted. And because it is so i+?lPort2.Ilt, d e cause it haJ.-

such tremendous significance for later developments both here 

and abroad and oecause so few people know of it or have read it, 

I ,ant to read part of this Act and the reasoniing which preceded 

the Act, anting absolute religious freedom unto all. 

Section One of the Act for stablishing ReliDious 

~ eedom reads: 11 ell aware that the opinions and beliefs of men 

depend not on their own will, but follow involuntarily the evidence 

proposed to their minds; that Almi hty God hath created the mind 

free, and m ifested His supreme will that free it shall remain, 

by making it altogether insusceptible of restraints; that all 

attempts to influence it by temporal punishments, or burdens, or 

by civil incapacitations, tend only to beget habits of hypocrisy 
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and meanness being Lord both of body and mind, yet chose 

not to prop ate it by coercion on either, as was in his 

Almighty power to do, but to extend it by its influence on 

reason alone; that the impious presumption of legislators 

and rulers, civil as well as ecclesiastical, who being 

t emselves but fallible and uninspired men, have assumed 

dominion over the faith of others, setting up their own 

opinions and .~odes of thinking as the only true, and in

fal lible, and s such endeavoring to impose them on others, 

hath estaolished and maintained f lse religions over the 

greateat part of the world and tP.ro li all times; that to compel 

a man to furnish contributions of money for propagation of 

opinions which he dis elievea and abhors, is sinful and 

tyrannical; that even the forcing him to s pport this or that 

teacher of his own reli~ious persuasion is depriving h' of the 

comforta le lioerty of giving his contribution to the particular 

pastor whose morals he would make his pattern, and whose powers 

he feels most persuasive to righteousness; and is withdrawing 

from the ministry those teffiporary rewards, which proceeding 

from an approbation of their personal conduct, are in 

additional incitement to earnest and unremitting laoors for the 

instruction of mankind; that our civil rights have no dependence on 
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our religious opinions, any more than en opinions in physics 

or geometry; that therefore the proscribing of any citizen 

as unworthy the public confidence by 1 ing upon him an 

incapacity of being called to offices of trust and emolument, 

unless he urofess or renounce this or that !eligious opinion, 

-

is depriving him injuriously of tho ~e privileges and advantages 

to wnich, in common with his fellow citizens, he ' as a natural 

right; that it tends also to corrupt t : e principles of that 

very religion it is meant to enco e, oy ribing with a 

monopoly of worldly honors and emoluments those who will 

externally profess and conform to it; that thou indeed those 

are criminal ho do not withstand such temptations, yet neither 

are those innocent ho la the oait in their way; that the 

opinions of men are not the object of civil government, nor under 

its jurisdicbon; that to suffer the civil magistrate to intrude 

his powers into the field of opinion and to restrain the profession 

of propagation of principles on supposition of their ill tendency 

is a dangerous fallacy, which at once destroys all religious 

liberty, because he bei of course judge of that tendency, will 

make his opinions the rule of judgment, and approve or condemn 

the sentiments of others only as they shall square ith or differ 

from his own; that it is enough for the rightful purposes of 
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Civil Government for its officers to interfere when principles 

break out into overt acts against peace and good order; and 

finally, that truth ill great a.~d will prevail if llJ( left to 

herself, that she is the proper and sufficient antagonist to 

error, ant has nothing to fear from the conflict, unless by 

human interposition disarmed of her natural weapons, free 

argument and debate; errors ceasing to be dangerous when it is 

permitted freely to contradict then. 11 

These are immortal words. 

the Gener 1 Assembly of Virginia, 

do enact that no man shall be cor.ipelled to :frequent or support any 

religious worship, place or ministry whatsoever, nor shall be 

enforced, restrained, molested or burdened in his body or goods, 

nor shall otherwise suffer on account of his religious opinions 

or beliefs; but that all men shall be free to profess, and by 

argument to maintain. their opinions in matters of religion, 

and that the same shall in no wise diminish, enlarge or affect 

their civil capacities." 

"And though we all know that this Assanbly, elected 

by the people for the ordinary purposes of legislation, only, h ve 

no powers equal to our own, and that, therefore, to declare this 
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act irrevocable would be of no effect in law; yet we are 

free to declare, and do declare, that the rights hereby 

asserted are of the nature of na tural rights of mankind 

and tnat if any act shall be hereafter passed to repeal 

the present or to narrow its operation, such act will be 

an infringement of natural right." 

No these ideas embodied in this kt were 

not new. They ere know~ in the Old orld. John Locke, John 

.. ilton, ·Voltaire had advocated. them.ans po.rlienlarly~ great 

Jews advocated them, Baruch Spinoza d ... oses lendelssohn. ,. 
you find in which I have r .ead, you find 

.,.oses ~-1endelss h.~ in his "Jerusalem" and 

liberty was a matter 

advocated it. 

But here for the first time religious liberty became part of 

the organic law of 

ideas were embodied in 

1efore very long the same 

onstitution of the United States. 

Article Six, Section Three of t he Constitution 

of the United States, adopted in 1787 at the Constitutional 
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Convention in Philadelphia two years after this Virginia Act, 

reads: 11 No religious test shall ever be required as a qualifica

tion to any office or public trust, under the United States." 

This was not a wish. This was law. The law of the greatest 

Republic of its day. 

And two years later this idea. was still further 

amplified in the first ammendment to the Constitution of the 

United States. The first article in the so-~alled Bill of Rights 

which was adopted by the first Congress of the U::ii ted States 

meeti:ig in :qew York in 1789, which reads: ncongress shall make 

no law respecting an establishment o.f' r ~ligion or prohibiting 

the free exercise thereof." 

l/Jl}li Washingto:i cha:npioned of re 1 igious 

freedom and ~~~ apou him the • ashing ton 

wrote to George ,!ason during t11e Virginia struggle in 1785: "No 

man's se~tL~ents are more opposed to any ki~d of restraint upon 

religious principles tha."l ine are." 

A."ld it was due to the efforts of George Washingt~n 

that the first Amendment to the Constitution of the United States 

was passed. 

Washington, when he became President was !elicited 

by many of the religious groups in the United States for bis 
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cou.rageo s cha."Ilp'oning of religious freedom. ~he· l rote 

addresses to him tha~Lng him :or his 1 or in their behalf and 

he replied to them. 

ches of Virginia: 

IL 1789 he wrote to the "li ted Bautist .. 

11 If I could have e!ltertained the slightest 

apprehension that the Cons ti tut ion I'ramed i:l the Co!l.vent ion, 

nere I had the honor to preside, might possibly endanger the 

religious rights of any ecclesiastical o iet • certainly I 

shoulQ never have placed m signature to it; and if I could now 

conceive t t the General Govern.~ent mi t ever be so administered 

as to render the liberty of conscience inse~~re, I beg you will be 

persuaded that !lO one ou.ld e more zealous than m self to 

establish e fectual barriers ainst the horrors of snir·tual 

tJranny d ever species of religious persecution .. or you 

do btle a remember that I ve often expressed my sentiments that 

ever m ~ cond ctin~ himself as a good citizen and oeing ccountaole 

to God lone for his religious opinio~, ouaht to e protected in 

worshippin'-" the De· ty according to the dictates of his own conscience. " 

Pennsylvania and to the Je ish Cor:imunity of ewport . 

Ther , r not many Jews in the ited ~tates during 
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the Revolution. Perhaps no ~ore than 2000 and they settled 

in small communities along the sea.-board. In spite of their 

small numbers however, they took an active part in the strQggle 

for Indepe dence. In 1776 there were Jewish officers in the 

Revolution~y anny, some Jews were the close friends of George 

'/ashington a..."ld one Jew at least, Haym Solomon, helped the forces 

m~terially with financial resources • . ashington was ateful 

for this help which the Jews rendered the Revolution and when 

e r~ceived an address from the Community of ewport he replied 

as follows: 

11 ,_ile I receive with ch satisfaction your 

address replete with expressions of esteem, I rejoice in the 

opportunity of assuring you that I shall al ays retain grateful 

remembrance of th3 cordial welcome I experienced on my vistt · to 

ewport, from all classes of citizens. 11 

The Reflection on the days of difficulty and 

danger which are past is rendered the more sweet from a 

consciousness that they were succeeded by days of unco!IlID.on 

prosperity and security. If we have wisdom to :nake the est 

use of advanta.ges with which e are now favored, e cannot fail 
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under the just adciinistration of a good gover!lment, to become 

a great and happy people. 11 

"The citizens of the U:iited States of America 

have a right to applaud tnemselves for having given to mankind 

examples of an enlarged and liberal policy, a polic worthy of 

imitation. All possess alike lioerty of , conscience and 

unmunities of citizenship. It is no no more that toleration 

is spoken of as if it ere by the indul~ ce of one class of 

peo· le that a~other enjo ed the exercise of their inherent 

at ral rights, for, ha pil, the Go, er et of the United 

States, which gives to bigotry no sanction, to perse~~tion no 

assistance, requires only that they who live under its pro

tection shoulu demean themselves as good citizens in giving it 

on all occasions their effectual support." 

-

"It would be in~onsistent with the frankness of 

my character not to avow that I am leased with your favorable 

opinion of my administration and fervent wishes for my felicity. 

" a the children of the stock of Abraham who dwell 

in this land continue to enjoy the good will of the other in

habitants, hile every one shall sit in safety under his own 

vine and fig tree, and there shall be none to make him afraid. " 

11 ,ay the Fat1er of all mercies scatter light, and 
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not darkness upon our paths and make us all in our several 

vocations useful here, and in is own due time and W0¥ everlast

ingly happy. 11 

I read these qi o a ions in extenso for in these 

deys of ours hen there is so much of bigotry loose in the world 

and in our own country so many speak in the name o:· America as if 

they understood .America, but hose ideas are biased and ingrown 

and selfish, it is good to remind ourselves of these great 

documents of our nation. 

That much of this spirit 01 {a hi ton is still 

alive in our country was evidenced in my mind, in Xii a dramatic 

fashion, but ver recently. I refer to the appointment of Judge 

Cardozo to the s~preme co,Jrt of the United States. 

That could not have happened today in uermany or 

in .Fra.~ce or in Poland or in Ro ania. It did happen in the U ited 

States. And it is not only a great tribute to President oover 

for his broad-mindedness, for his capacit· to rise to the high 

levels of American tho ht, disregardi the critical racial 

differences, but it is to my mind, lso a tribute to tP t inherent 

passion for these ideals which somehow still rise in great sections 

of the American people. 
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Had I the time I would speak of some other of 

the eat ruling ideals of George Washington. But I haven't. 

A.~d I want to close with this phrase of his, - his drearn of 

erica? 

-

"I conceive under an energetic general government 

such regulations might be made, and such measures t en, s 

vould render the country the asylum of pacific and industrious 

characters fr m all p ts of Europe - a l nd of asylum for ma."lkind. 11 

There was the dream o er ica. - to be a.--i asylum, a. 

place of refuge to all those who fled tneir persecutions, their 

economic disabilities an disadvantages an a. place here the 

denied and the dispossessed of the world might come an reouild 

their lives in this new asylum o ma."1kind. 

I won er ·,hether in 1932 we still have the courage 

to rite a declaration of independence such as they ·rote in 1776. 

I onder whet er we still ve that glowing aith in de cracy 

to write down with a solute convict ion, 11 All men are created equal." 

Revolutions 

say bout it? 

at would the ordic and the Daughters o the .American 

a out it? nat would the c ions of the Xu Klux Klan 

• t ould the irnr.aigrant balters say about II e be old 
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these truths to be self evident." 

1ould we have the courage to~ to underscore the 

doctrine 11 That all men are possessed of certa • n inalienable 

rights to life, li certy and the purs it of happiness. 11 

• 

,,ould we have t'ile · faith to say as they said! 11 That 

whenever a.~ form of gover.unent becomes destructive of these 

rights it is the right of the people to alter or to abolish it, 

and to instit te new gover ent ... " 

1."ould we have the conf i ence to say, "But hen a 

lo a- trai.! of abuses and usurpations rs ing invariaoly the same 

object evinces a design to reduce them under absol te despotism, 

it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such government, 

and to provide new ards or their f~ture security. 11 

And the heresy hunters of our d who w~~ld like to 

suppress ever revolutio ar tao ht, wold they subscribe to such 

doctrine of revolution preac'ed by the founders o .America? I 

question it . I question it! I think that e ~ve drifted very 

far f rom their wis o~, courage a..~d intellectual insight . 

It is good to ve such an occasion as the o Hundredth 

n..'11 versary of the Birth of George ashing ton to refresh our own minds 

and bring b ck these magnificent visions of the men who achieved the 

Revolution and who founded these United States of America. 
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• ASHIUG'?OH AND HIS '.a;R ICA • 
BY 

RAB I B HILLEL SILVER 
THE T P , i"EB. 2lat,1932 

In all the biographies of George a.ah ngton d in the records ot 

hie own~ the ate t pha ia ia pl ced pon his character which • 

the cement which held the revolution nd th new natiOD together. .en 

believed in him, his ound j tical intelligence, hi• moral 

inte~it7 and hia aenae of honor d loy ty. 

Hew not the politic l or ilitary genius. e had the genius of 

character. 0 eat r vol tion ia ver h1ne4 and no new order la eTer 

establiahed unle•• aome ere a M the le der• 1• man who poaae•• a un-

questioned moral thority d pr ati e o p raonallt7. The rioan 

evol tion waa fortun te n i . din , such in orge 'aahin ton. 

One muat tand in · i r ·tion of th t rear' ble g.l&X7 ot men who 

1 . 1776 took hold o the destiny of t he eric pe pl , ,,eorge aahi.ngton. 

Thom Jef e • , 

dams, enj 

usual at ture, 

ander 1lton, J .ea diaon, John 1arahllll, John 

klin d o h ra. B at dard they were men of un-

et i n litic 1 judg· nt, l g~l achol ship . d finance. 

They were not only men who oaaeased a high degree of c lture, but of 

great originality nd intellect l coura •· They dared to think. Their 

temper w • critical, inquirin, r~Tol1tionar7. They were not afraid of 

the new. The Colonial experience• of the centut7 and h lf and the 

neceaalty of buildin from bed-rock n a new world had cultivated within 
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T 

the Americanaot the eighteenth c ntury a aen e of confidence and aelf

rellance. And their conatant conflict• 1th the ther Country in 

detenae of their right• bad o.eYeloped ong them a fine 4 ol1t1cal 

sagacit7 .. e need for an intellectual juati icat on of their position 

aa aeceaaioniata from the ire forced he 1 ader of t 1er1~an 

Revolution to et down to the fund ne:tal~ o · p li ical tho yh• nd to 

ground their political philosophy in the n tu.ral .. • ght of man. 

e could not today •rite th eclaration of Inda endence which the7 

wrote tor we have loat much o the 1th wh·ch • eira. The maJ tic 

intellectual aweep and the heroiu ccen ract riatica or 

the Declaration coula onl7 ~o e o people h th propheti~ f 1th 

in democracy which the1 had. I o t 1c; champil)D8 of 

our day d the hundred percent aric triot era ould fix their 

aignaturea withou.t mental reserv tiona to the do ·trine, '11 en • 

created equal'' or 1• 11 n are o s of ~•rtain inallienable ri ht1 

to life, 11 erty d the purau.it of pin • . '1 

I queat1on very rio ~ t er t rel1 ious igot• of our day 

would drat\ the "V rgin1a t for . ta. liahing reedom o 

Ar icle 6, Section 3 oft e Con titutlon of the United ·t tea or the 

lr1t Am.oendment to the Conatitution. 

I ra\her auapect that the me era t the Daughter• of the Am rlcan 

evolution, it they ere 11•1 in 1776 would look with extreme dia-

truat and di1dain upon thoN who m • t.he volutlon. or the American 
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evolution waa moatl7 the work of poor people. \ost of the property 

owner• of that day were loyaliata. 

'!'he Revolution waa more t an a war of secession from the British 

Empire. It waa aocial revolution of the poor, exploited and in 

IIlan7 inatanoe1 diaenfranchiaed far era and proletariat who reached 

out for their righta a men and aa citizens. 

I am sure toot the advocates of present d~ erican respectability 

woulf frown upon the doctrine of r ~volution as a means of over-throwing 

hateful government• which doctrine the Devolution ao entmia1aat1ca117 

championed. 

And what would the imr:11grant b tera of our day say of ·aahington•a 

dream ot America;" I conceive under etic general government auch 

regulation• might be ma.de, and a ch ea. ur a t n, aa would render the 

country the aaylum ot pagific and industrious character• from all p rta of 

Europe, - a land of aayl um for mankind. " 
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RABBI ABRAHA ll NOW AK 
ill peak on 

"GEORGE WASHINGTON'' 

F b. 19, 1932 

Rabbi ' owak wiJl di . cus C eorge ,v a hingtou in his relation and con tac 
with th J w. This will b on of the, rna11y ent JJlanned tor th lebration 

of the Wa.·hington Bi ent nnial 
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10 :45 to oon M. 

p ak r: Mr. Fr 1 rick PlambecJ 
ubj ct: rman Y u h an l It., Pr bl m 
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GEORGE \V ASHI GTON S 
LETTERS TO THE JEWS 

(ReJ)rintcd from th Jewi h Tribun ) 

To th H bI w Congr gation of a
'l,annah, Ga., 17'90. 
Th concluding ·agraph of th 

I tt r read a foll : 
"I r .ioic that irit of lib ra • 

and philanthr I uch mor ~ pr 
alent than it f o ~ ,, a ong 
enlight n d nat f th rth, nd 
that uour br th ill b t th 1· -

nronortion ,, . it . 1 ~come 
till -;:1or ~ ~ • happily 

pl of Stat 
man in tan hibited 
of \Yorthy im , the al -
flu n of which will doubtle 
much farth r • ·at fully . 
the e ble in • ac which ( u 
th fa, or of ) have b n at-
tain d by for • n , ar ey hall 
conduct them ~ith r renc to 
t ity and charit t ·d th ir 
f creatu1 . 

"May th 
D • lo • d th 
H om . op-
P n 

. . 
1 p y 
la co b 
i it t· 
to " h m ,vi th t 
h ayen and mak th inhabit 

v ry d nomination participat 
temp ral and ~ piritual i 
that p opl God i 
To th H br gr gaf ion of 

po,-t, R. I. 
"Wh" I r i , ith much . ati. -

fa ti n ur r . r pl t , ith .. _ 
n xt olumn 

SLOVAKIAN PROFESSOR ADOPTS 
JE,VISH FAITH AT 39 (J. T. A.) 

.t'rague-Profe or Jo ph Setina 
of Ch mnitz, lovakia, ag d 9 today 
adopt d th J wi h religi u faith 
und rgoing th rite of circumci ion, 
and adopting the Hebrew nam 
"Abraham Hill I." 

Explaining hi action, the prof e -
or tated that after year of tudy 

h ha r ached the conclu ion that 
the J ewi h philo ophy i th mo t 
appealing to him from a human 
tandpoint. Before formally adopt

ing th J ewi h faith, Prof e or S tina 
1 ob r ed the Je, i h dietary law for 
I a number of year , and tudied the 

Hebrew language. 

I 

( on inued from Previou ol.) 

pr ion of , I r joic in the 
opportunity uring you that I 
. hall alw tain ra mem-
bra.1ce of ordial w c I x-
P ri n d on my Yi it rport, 
f rom aH la of citize . 

"'The r flection on the day .. of dif-
f-i,..,1 U •n, ,'1 clf:llnn-01~ ·n hlr>h ~,. l -.:i t .: ... 
---- ..... .- .... ,J ---- .. - ...... --, _ _... ____ --- - .l · --, ... 

d c h mor weet from a con-
that th y c: ~ cce cl by 
common pr rit 

curity . If "\Ye haY m ak 
th be. t - of advant with which 
w ar n 1 fa, or d we cannot fail, 
under h j admini tration of a 
good g v t, to become a gr at 
and hap . 

"Th th Unit d Stat 
of America right to applaud 
th m h • en to man-
kind x 1 arg d and 
lib r p c ·thy of im-
itation. Al lik lib rty of 
con ci • , miti of ci iz n-
hi1 ~ that tol r -

tio he 
ind t 
an ir 
inh 
the · , 
wh· 1, 

to • 
n o-

t h 
go g t 

ctua port. 
on P ol. 1) 
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m \ n 
a at 
t n 

r 
C' i • • • 
p . 

a . .-t 
c from -

f ig 
But that t 

much a .. t ir 
for ·o man atz .. . I ha n I d 
to b Ii v that Judai m i g in 
Ru ia. 

atz • th • 
a ? I \ 1 

mt I 
maintain c a· i 
1 • ·ou ii w 
t m a 1 in r 

m, a habit ·ti n. 
h in "Random Th ught _,. 

(C ntinu 

... ~ uld 
franlrn , , o not 

t h , 1r 
f bl ini n f my adminL fra-
tion an "Y nt wi he for my f _.._ 
Ii it . 

'l\fav t • t 
Ab1·aham i I 
tinu t 1 
th r in 
hall . it i • \i 

and fig t 
to im afraid. 

" h Fat ·11 
ca h, and n 
ur and ma • 
ral tion: u: 
wn im and ·l 

h·q P 

Fathers and S 
Don't forget that the dinner on 

Monday night begins at 6:30. 
We'll be seeing you. 

ALL.' POR I TEI NATION \L 
BOUY DER LEAGUE TO FIGHT 

A TI-SE IITISl\1 
Pror > ·.·o r o r J . 111C l ni , , .. il) .. 'a).· E. i:li ng 

La ·s nadN1uat,- to ,JN•t . ritation 
(.J. T. \.) 

,111 '-a proj ' ·t to org-aniz an 
in na i Joct. • t tigh a,1 • -
iii: "' d l "' •agu • -
tio 1 l y Pi r 

u . ·ish facult. • m ~m-
l \ I om . 

. cJ of • r T \d s o 
, ·ho i: an au r ·1 l rig-ht:, 
·all: for ·tll g r m f 
h L 'agu o at· m -
• • • ,·s to curb a i -

h \ir ·c 1. t ·1 1 • 
\d • w 
-ta a ·h 

i n ·, 
l h la . 
countri('s ha 

qm t • to ·op~ with an i ut-
mn.;t~,. 1 hi:, h( s· • n part 

I • I i t 1d 
Yari-

' n • . 
u i 

It l' (' 
.. n i1 

h 
tan 

1 'dg 1 lan 
t d ain 

ri t • -
i l l 

1 r l. 

·t P1· 1· 

I IE 10 RIA '.( 

FHA K KOHL 

Iii: ·c • ing-
:taff , 
·md h 
whi h 
mourn 

·t 1 nd 
: mpath . 
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March 20th ! ! 
The details will be 

announced next week ! 

A OTHER P.T.A. GET-TOGETHER 

frf'. "' m. r nb rg r, Pr id nt 
f th I arent T , h r.. A sociation, 

announce· that plan are b ing 
fo1 med for th n t me tin f the 

_ .'O iatio 1. It , goin t be a ix 
l ck u1 per, and the pric p r 1 late 

will : irpri e ev r on . On of the 
cit f r m t du tor. will b th 
p ak r of th \~ ning. Th n t~ 

group will adj ou .. n to round table dis-
cu io of th problem of the 1 chool. Full detail , ,vhich ar b ing 
arrang d ) fr/. Baruch F ldman, 
program chairman, wHl be announced 1 

n xt w ek. 
In th m ntim a,e th dat . 

Tu . day v nin.7, larch < th 6 :oo P'. 
Al., in th Dining Hatt. 

IE S CLUB FORUM 

rick Plamb ck, who i. to I 
, n'. Ck b Foru +-hi 
S ,._ iR an :-. an 
d tt in 
S i n 
, I c ·n 

, p f h 
ny. In of 
m • i i11t 

l f . ... 11 

HOOL 

m· 
B )rnic 

, aibman. 
Dr. ol 

t 
D 

nd 1' • ~ 

}' i 
, r rd 

ha in fiv • <lit thi 

BAR MITZVAH 

On hi: aturday morning, L on
al d 1 ron nber ", on of ir. c: nd Mr .. 
H, man Kron n rg, 2 60 E . Ov r
o k Rd., will b BG r '.litzv, h. Th 
->t'.. .. T'Ti ~vah c]a... is condtY·t d by 

T I- erman Kohn. 

BERE.AVED 

W r "' rd ,._:ith rrow th 
l a • ·ing of r. ich Am.:t )r 
of , io and tend our 
in m th to th f· mil 

of the berea d. 

A l{NOWLEDGMENTS 

PL RA JJ F . 'IJ: P arl chv al't.z in 
memor' of h r mothe1·, M o11ie hwartz 
Kl in. 

],/ fJR.-H Y Fr1 Tl : Ir. E. ri.~ h in 
m mory of hi fa h r I. Fri •h • Mr . rm -

arnpliner in m mor. of her hu , band. 
SCHOLAR. HIP FC D: Mr . J. E. 

1 lein in memory of the I irthday f Hc~l n 
Goodm_ 11 Altman· athali Gr .. ·man hi 
memory of hr fath r, G o. H. Q.ro· .·man; 
tr·. r 1mm G-1· • and f amli. in m 'mory of 

their hu, band and fath r Jacob Gro:s. 
c--:i..~J_ HJ • E F C ·n: laric 

in m:emo1·y of h 1· .fath l'. G 
man. 

' r a 
l a 1r fc 
1-.Jtr Law 

A Card Party 
for Men and W omen 

un r th au. pie f the 

I TERHOOD 

ha be n ann un d for 

Sunday Eve. March 13rh 

:- Refre hment 

c per p r on All are w I om 
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