
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series IV: Sermons, 1914-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         154           55           422 
 
 

Goethe: 100th anniversary of his death, 1932. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



'( 

1 001mm1 

BT 
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THE mfPLI 

SUlD)j,Y, MJBCH 27th. 1932. 

It la now one hundred years aince the death of 

Goethe, Germany'• greatest poet, one of the claaaic writers of all 

times. We are then, a century removed from his d.q. We belong to 

a different age, a different race, a different country and a different 

civilization . .And yet we atop to pa, tribute today to this man. 

It waa Goethe, himself who said: "'?here ia no aucb 

thing aa patriotic art and patriotic acience. Both art and acience 

belong, like all things great and good, to the whole world and can 

be furthered only by a free and general interchange of ideas among 

contemporaries, with continual reference to the heritage of the pa.at 

aa it ia lmown to us.• 

Some of Goethe'• compatriots in 1932 seem to have 

forgolten thia. Some of them have been carried oay by some paeudo-
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acientific opposition of race inferiorities and would arrogate to 

themselves all excellency 1n the arts and science• and deny it to 

all other people. That, unfortunately, is just one of the ma.ny 

aberrations which have come upon the world with the rise ot 

nationalism and eapecially with the l~st war. 

Goethe waa altogether foreign to that spirit. Goet~ 

knew, a.a all right-th'lnk1ng men know, that the great artistic 

expreaaiona of mankind are the achievement and &%J>r•••1on of the 

whole of mankind. It is therefore altogether fitting that men every­

where should pause at thia time to PB¥ homage to thia geniua who 

belongs not only to Germany but to the whole world. 

It is, of course, too late in the dq, nor is thia the 

time and place to stop to analyze or exalt the poetic work ot Goethe. 

He haa long ago carved for himself a niche in the Hall ot lame. He 

belong• and will forever remain amon& the inmortala of the human race 

with Homer, Virgil, Dante and Shakespeare. 

Unlike some other great geniuses Goethe waa recognized 

in hio own dq and upon hi• death a non German, an Englishman, Mathe• 

Arnold said: "When Goethe• s death waa told, we &&14: 
Sunk, then, ia Ju.rope'• sagest head.t 
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Goethe's greatness lies not only in the intrineic 

worth of hie literary creationa. That goes without 98¥ing. But 

he waa more than a great artist. He was a founder and an originator. 

When Shakespeare came upon the scene of English 

11 terature he had been preceeded by a large and extenai ve cultural 

development and the English language which became his medium waa 

in his ~ and before his day, rich, abundant, subtle. 

Goethe, however, had to mould the German language 

and 1n a sense waa the pioneer in the realm of German culture. 

Germany waa cul tural.17 backward in hi• day, very backlrard. !he 

German language waa rather crude in bis day. In fact the higher 

classes of Germ&D1', the nobility, held the German language in 

contempt. They looked upon the language aa the vernacular of the 

conmon people. They preferred to speak French and turned toward 

French literary sources. Germany lacked a national culture and a 

national literature. .And it remained for men of the type ot 

Goethe, Schiller and Leasing and Klipatock, - and the greateat among 

these, - Goethe, to mold the language, to give it scope and viability. 

With Yau.at and Vilhelm Meister, with i,gmont and 

Iphigeneia in Tauria, German literature take• ita place among the 

great literature■ ot the world, - an equal among equal.a. 
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But we wish to dwell this morning a bit upon the 
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man, himself• his message and his significance to his contemporariea 

and to us. And first among these impressions is the impact which 

the man himself, his personality makes upon people. 

Goethe, I can characterize by only one word. Goethe 

la Taat. There ia an amazing sweep and scope and comprehensiveness 

to this man that you find only among a few othera7 men like Leonardi 

de Vinci or in a Pascal or in our own Benjamin Franklin. 

When you think of Goethe, of hie work, hie mind, you . 
don I t think of him aa a small sparkling rivulet. He ia oceanic. You 

think of him aa a&a,inat a background of mountains, skies and aeaa. It 

seems aa if the whole continent of human interest waa his legitimate 

range. His mind was encyclopaidic. He was not only the great poet, 

the great dramatist, the great philosopher. He waa a ecientist of no 

mean attainment•. And in his acience he waa helped by his remarkable 

insight and intuition. 

He studied botany and made important contributions to 

the science of the metamorpheaes of plant,. He studied anatomy and 

01teology and diecovered the intermaxillary bone in the human skull. 

He wrote extenaivel7 on the theory of colors. He anticipated Darwin•• 

theory of evolution. He studied medicine, geoloa, meteoroloa and 
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painting. He waa eager to acquire many language• and delved even 

into such languagea strange to him and to men of his generation. 

He studied Hebrew and Yiddish. His mind, in other word.a, knew no 

limitationa. He waa athirat for knowledge and hia mind posaeased 

a remarkable fertility. He waa athirst for knowledge. He was 

athirst tor life. He loved life and he enJoyed life. He had a 

ravenous appetite for life. His temperament was ardent. Hie 

conatitution waa rugged and hard. He lived a long life - eighty­

three yeara, - and lived to enjoy a vigorous happy old a,;e. He 

was by nature spacious in hie sentiments and hia contemporaries 

found 1n him something of the calmness, the harmony, the apaciouaneas 

of nature itself. 

Heine th\la deacribea him: (I will speak of Heine's 

relation to Goethe a little later.) ~his is how Heine daacribea 

Goetbe: 1 In truth one finds to perfection in Goethe that union of 

personality with genius such aa we •i•h to have 1n remarkable men. 

His exterior was aa deeply impressive and significant as the word 

which lived in hie works, and hia form was harmonioua, clear, 

cheerful, nobly proportioned. and one could studf Greek art in him 

aa in an antique. Thia dJ.&nified bo~ was never bent by Chriatian 

worm-111ce humilitJ, the feature• ot hi1 face never diatorte4 bJ 

Chriat1an wretc)le4n•••• hi• e7ea were neYer ally, like those of a 

Christian sinner, never 1Dap1re4 cantingl7, rantingl7. or with 
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celestial gleams. No; his eyes were calm aa those of a god; 

and it is the sign by which the gods are known that their 

glance is steady and that their eyes never vacillate." 

And that same majestic girth which they found in him, 

they also found in his works. Heine speaks of Goethe' e worka aa 

if they repreaented1Jupiter in thought and form.• And Schiller 

wrote: "Calm and deep, clear and yet incomprehensible, like nature, 

your work make• its influence felt.• 

And Schiller here plumba the very depth of Goethe'• 

soul, - nature. Goethe loved nature. Goethe worshipped nature. 

Goetbe 1a supreme art consisted in hie remarkable interpretation of 

nature and of the nature in man and in the world without; in probing 

the spiritual aa well as the peyaical secrets of nature; to know, to 

understand bow man mq within the range of his limitations solve 

these problems. 

Goethe was bj religion a Pantheist under the influence 

of Spinoza of whom I shall apealt in a moment. He worehipped the 

God in nature. Not only Goethe, but his great contemporariea Leasing 

and Schiller were not prophetic Christiana. The Chri1tian dogma did 

not appeal to them. When Margaret aaka Faust aa to his belief in 
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God this 1a what :raust or Goethe answered: 

"Who dare ezpre•• Him? 
.And who profe•• Him, 
Sa_ying: "I believe in HimJ" 
Who, felling, seeing, deny His bein&, 
~ing: 11 I believe Him notJ" 
The ill-enfolding, the All-upholding 
J'olda and upholds he not thee, me, HimselfJ 
.Arch•• there not the sq above ua7 
Lies not beneath us, firm, the earth? 
And rise not, on us shining, 
J'riendly, the everlasting atara7 
Look I not, eye to eye, on thee, 
.And fell 1st not, thro~ing 
To head arid. heart, the force 
Still weaving ita eternal aecret, 
Invisible, visible, round tey life? 
Vaat a■ it is, fill with that force thy heart, 
.And when thou in the feeling wholly blessed art, 
Call it, then, what thou wilt, -
Call it BliaaJ HeartJ LoveJ GodJ" 

The whole of life then, the whole of nature, -

nature without and nature within man, the whole of man 1 • mind and 

the whole of man's range of emotions, the whole of God - Goethe loved. 

His love of nature wa■ so great that men called him "the great 

pagan.• 

Goethe •a• not, therefore, a formal moralist or a 

formal religioniat or a pietiat. Be we.a a worahipper of God in 

nature and something of the unperturbed cal.mne••• aomethlDg ~ 



the unhurried activity of nature entered into his life and thought. 

Goethe did not fret or fume. Goethe wae not a fanatic. He waa 

not even a social reformer or champion like Schiller or Heine or 

Boine. His contemporaries accuaed him of indifferentiam toward 

all that was going on about him. 

Goethe of course, lived in a very heroic period in 

human history. Hie life spanned the struggle for enlightenment 

and emancipation in Western lurope. It waa the period of atom. 

Goetbe witnessed the sweep of liberalism in the wake of the armiea 

of Napoleon. He witneaaed the reaction after Waterloo. He even 

lived to see the Revolution of lSJO. It waa a stirring, tumultuous 
the 

period in/hiatory of lurope and some of the gallant spirit• of his 

day threw themaelvea into the struggle for freedom and the right• 

of man. Schiller wrote hia monumental works "The Ja.11 of the 

Netberlanda, • "'l'hirty Year•' Wu• "Maid of Orleans• and •tilhel.la 

Tel11 all of them aurcbarged with the revolutionar1 ardor and 

paaaion for freedom and liberty. Hot eo Goethe. lie belong• to the 

old regime. In hia youth he waa a lover of libert7, but never to a 

sacrificial degree. He never roae above the ideaa and sentiment• 

of the middle claaa, the bourgeoia claaa to which he belonged, 
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into which he waa born. Goethe was never able to ahake off that 

inherited reverence for and su.bserviance to royalty, nobility 

and the upper classes. And the fifty years which be spent in 

Weimar aa the pensioner, the Privy Councilor and Minister of Finance 

and boon companion of that pleasure-loving, Duke larl .A.uguat in 

the mid.at of that eaa7-going, luxur,-loving, rather loose, high 

aociet7 of that principality, were not conduciTe to kindle any 

revolutionary ardor in Goethe. The Fren~ Revolution repelled him. 

The unbridled puaiona of the ma•••• and the indignitiea heaped upon 

the claaae1 blinded him to an appreciation of the tremendoua deeP­

lying forcea which were working through the Bevolution. He did not 

understand them. He was not political minded. Even the struggle 

of his countey,{Germany) for freedom againat Napoleon, the struggle 

of emancipation in Germany left him ab1olutely cold. 

In fat:t he waa a great admirer of Napoleon. He thought 

Napoleon was the greateat man that eTer lived. He wrote a poem of 

homage to Napoleon. Napoleon thought a lot of Goethe. He bad read 

'' se"fen time1. They met in 1808 and Napoleon 

bailed Goethe by aqi.Dg "You are a man. 1 And made him a member of 

the Legion of Honor. Goethe liked that. He enJ07ed the achiratioD 

of the great. He loved it. ind he wu 4-nounced for thi8 b7 llllUq 

of his contemporari••• !hey accused him of exercising a quietising 

influence upon the youth of GemaJQ' and thua upOD the youth of tu 
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world when Germany was struggling for danocracy. That waa a defect 

of his nature. That waa part of the man. He waa not interested 

in social reform. He waa a prophet of inward structure not ot 

social reconstruction. 

In fact be had his doubts about reform. Like Coheleth 

said: "Round and round goea the wheel1 , Goethe said: "the conflict 

of the old, the existing, the continuing, with development, improvement 

and reform, ia always the aame. Order of ev•ry kind turns at laat 

to pedantry, and to get rid of the one, people deatro1 the other. 

Jnd ao it goes on for awhile, until people perceive that order must 

be eatabliahed anew. Classicism and Romanticism close corporations 

and freedom of trade, the maintenance of large estates and the 

division of the land - it i~ alWS¥8 the same conflict which ends by 

producing a new one." 

But this attitude of detachment brought with it two 

commendable consequences. In an age of rising nationalism, Goetbe 

refused to become a rabid nationalist. Be remained a cosmopolite. 

Be waa able to aee beyond the boundaries ot the people into the 

heart of the common humanity and in an a«ge of continental warfare 

when armies were sweeping to and fro across Europe Goethe, like 

hia countrJDl&D 1.mauuel I.ant wu the great advocate of Univeraal Peace. 
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Concerning nationalism, Goethe wrote: ".Altogether, 

national hatred ia something peculiar. You will alWS¥S find it 

strongest and moat violent where there 1• the loweat degree of 

culture. Bllt there is a degree where it vaniahea altogether, 

and where one stands to a certain extent aoove nations, and feel• 

the weal or woe of a neighwourlng people, as if it had happened 

to one's own.• 

In another place be wrote: ".A.ta moment when every 

one is busy in eatablishing new national lo1altiea, the fatherland 

of the diapaaaionate thinker, of him who can riae above hia time, 

is nowhere and everywhere.• 

And again a sentence which I com:nend to Hitler and 

hia followera: "Patriotiam ruin• hiatory. Indiana, Greeka, Romana 

bad it, and so marred the history of other races. The Germana are 

doing likewise, spoiling the history both of themaelvea and of progreaa.• 

Perhaps you will be intereated in a word about Goethe and 

the Jewa of his dq, because we must bring down every problem and eve17 

peraon in his relation to the Jewa. - - -

Goethe had contact with the Jewa. UnfottUD&tel7 Goethe 

waa not intereated in the atruggle of Jewiah emancipation 8ZlJ more 

than he waa in human emancipation in GermM7. He waa not a friend of 

the J"• aa Leaaing, the author of "Nathan the Ii••• waa. Goethe 
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waa born in 1rankfort. Jewa bad lived in n-ankfort ever since the 

twelfth century. The Frankfort Jewish history is very interesting. 

There were many stirring events. The massacre of 1241 when the 

whole comnunit;y waa exterminated-and then rebuilt. It •aa again 

destroyed in connection with the conf'lagation which came with the 

Black Plagu.e and destroyed. In 1349 the entire community waa wiped 

out. It waa again looted and plundered during the riots in 1612. 

It waa two or three times completely burned down. In 1460 the Jews . 
of Frankfort were forced into the famous Frankfort Ghetto and a wall 

thirty feet high built around it. 'And it waa this ghetto which 

Goethe knew, a ghetto which originally had room for fourteen houses, 

now bad in it close on to two hundred bousea. A ghetto which had 

room for about a hundred human beings. now had in it sane three 

thousand h1B8ll beings. It waa therefore over populated, crowded, 

damp and filled with diaguat ing odora. 

This Roman aristocrat visited it once, and onl.7 once. 

Be could not aee that a new ~ was dawning for the Jew• of Frankfort, 

and for all of Europe. He could not anticipate that from that ver, 

•• lh•tto would come Jome and the Rothachilda, the great financial ruler• 

of /I Ge~. Goethe did not rise above his preJudicea of the Jew. 

Be did not favor their emancipation. Just like Fichte of that time, 

he did not favor it, in spite of the fact that be waa greatly indebted 

to the Jewa. 
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I spoke a moment ago about his Pantheism. His thought 

waa molded by the Jew :Baruch Spinoza and he acknowledge a that f' act. 

He write• in hla autobiograpey:• This mind, which bad worked upon me 

thus decisively, and which was destined to affect so deeply my whole 

mode of thinking, was Spinosa. After looking through the world in 

vain, to find a means of development for my strange nature, I at 

la.at fell upon the ethica of this philosopher. Of what I read out of 

the work and of what I read into it, I can give no account. But I 

certainly found in it a sedative for my paasiona, and that a free, 

wise view over the sensible and moral world seemed to open before me. 

But what especially riveted me to him, waa the utter diaintereatedneaa 

which shone forth in hia every sentence. That wonderful aentiment, "He 

who truly loves God must not desire God to love him in return," together 

with all the preliminary propositions on which it rests, and all the 

consequences that follow from it, filled my whole mind. The all­

composing cllmne•• of Spinoza •a• in striking contrast with my all­

disturbing activity; his mathematical method was the direct opposite 

of my poetic humor and my wa;y of writing; and that ver, precision, 

which waa thought ill-adapted to moral aubJecta, made me hia enthuaia.atic 

disciple, his most decided worshipper.• 

In fact Goethe tboU&}lt once of writing a play and calling 

it "~ Wandering Jew" uaing Spinoza aa hi• hero. 

He waa also influenced "t¥ another pbiloaopber Solomon 

Maimon, that strange Jew who came out of Lithuania and in a few year• 
• 
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demolished the philoaop~ of Wolff. Kant said that Solomon Maimon 

waa able to understand fully his philosophy more than any other 

man in Germany. Maimon flaunted a system of his own, the theory of 

idealistic monism, which influenced Goethe as well as many figures 

up to the nineteenth century. 

Goethe waa first brought forcibly to the attention 

of the German people by a Jewess Jachel von Varnha&en. This remarkable 

Jewish woman who was the leading woman in the intellectual life of 

Germany, in her~. whose , bome waa a aalon, the rallying place of 

all the brilliant minds of Germany was the woman who became the first 

great admirer of Goethe and who brought him to the attention of the 

leading spirit ■ of Germany. A Goethe cult waa created. In other. 

word.a, it was this Raebel von Varnhagen who, aa we say in tbia country, 

made Goe the. 

Heine admired Goethe a great deal. Heine had contacts 

with Goethe. And when Heine wrote his first little volume of poems he 

sent them to Goethe who was then alreaccy acknowledged as the king of 

German 11 terature. And Goethe did not even deign to acknowledge the 

receipt of that volume of poem.a. And later on when Heine had written 

hi• "Lyric lnterme1zo• he again sent it to Goethe and again he waa not 

given the favor of an acknowledgement. But Heine admired Goethe a great . . 

deal and wrote to him one day asking for an intervi•. 
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Heine wrote: 1 Your Excellency: I beg you to grant 

me the happiness of being in your presence for a few momenta. I 

shall not trouble you much. I shall only kias your band and 

depart. My name is H. Heine; I am a Rhinelander ... I, too, am 

a poet, and three years ago I took the liberty of sending you my 

1Poems 1 and a year and a half ago my 1Tragedies, 1 together with a 

'Lyrical Intermezzo.• I am 111, and three weeks ago I journeyed to 

the Harz Mountains for my health; and as I stood on the Brocken 

I waa seized by a desire to make a pilgrimage to Weimar to pay my 

respect a to Goethe. In the 11\ral sense of the word ,J!'ave I made a 

pilgrimage hither: that is, on foot and in rags. .And now I await 

the granting of my pr~er ••• " 

And so Goethe granted hia prayer and the two met, the 

two greatest poets which Germany produced, - Goethe the ariatocrat 

and Heine the Jew. 

Goethe waa alread¥ called "your excellency. n Heine who 

was still the outcast a.a all the Jews were 1n Germany. Here ia how 

Heine described the visit: 

"I had thought out on so many winter night• what 

sublime and profound things I should say to Goethe if ever I were able 

to see him. Bu.t when at length I did see him, I could only aq that 

the plums on the road between Jena and Weimar tuted very goodJ" 
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Goethe waa at first inclined to be sociable, 

but when Heine told him that he too was writing poems and 

that he too planned to write a "Faust", Goethe became rigid 

and cold as ice and sharply asked Heine, "Have you no other 

business in Weimar, Herr Heine?" 

"With one foot over the door-step, your Excellency, 

all my business in Weimar ia ended,• waa the quick reply. And 

then Heine took his leave. 

Perhaps you will be intereated in what Goethe 

thought of' America. Goethe •a• very enthu.aiastic about America. 

He believed in the promise of' the new wo~ld. In fact at one 

period in his life he thought of migrating from Germany and 

settling in America. Here is a little doggerel that he wrote 

about Jmerica: 

".America, you're happier far 
Than this old Continent of oura; 
In you no ruined castle• are, 
No baation towers; 
No enmities hoary, 
No dream a of paa t bl ias, 
ror you cloud the glory 
Of life as it ia. 

The hour is yours, and here I a good luckJ 
.And if your sons will write, m~ Fate 
From knight• and ghoata and all dull truck 
Preserve them all, at any rateJ 
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The freabneaa, the new, the freedom from the 

shackle• of tradition was what attracted Goethe to the new 

world. 

I said before that Goethe was not interested 

in the social atrugglea of his day. His temperament waa not 

of the militant type. And yet scmehow Goethe did understand 

that the meaning of life, after all is said and done, is to be 

found in aome form of social service. 

You know •Jaaat." Of course you know the theme of 

11Jauat• the insufficiency of human knowled&e, the insufficiency 

of human pleasure■, yes the insufficiency of human love,-eveeything 

fails Faust. It took Goethe thirty yeara to write "Jau.at." His 

philosophy cryatalizea itself in the aecond part of Faust. 

Fauat finally find• his release, his redemption 

his peace in undertaking a social project of great social 

significance. And in that work for the betterment of society 

he finds hia peace and reconciliation. ( quote German) 11 Wer 

immer atrebend aich bem&ht Den Ioenen wir erl8aen.• 1 Aa long 

as men strive to reach perfection through work• of social utility 

and enhancement, ao long ta there hope tor them and spiritual 

redemption." 

That perhaps, better than Goethe knew, auma up the 

meanin& of his life'• work. 
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The world in 1932 lays a wreathe of tribute 

at the shrine of his memoey~~o served his fellowmen by 

creating things of enduring beauty. He enriched life by 

bringing beauty into it. 



......... , ... -.,ca la for­
tunate in bavtng no bualtlc rocb, 
no &DCNtora and no claulc eoll." 
And lie •ar:med up tJlle fflellng la 
the well-known venee: 
A~, ~•re AapJrier far 
7'"4• tMa old C0tttitleftt of 0tera; 
It1 Woll tlO MKtled CGatlu are, 
No baattotl towera; 
No et1t11UW.. Aoari,, 
No drea...,. of pa.at bU., 
Jl'or i,ov clovd tlae glory 
0/ Ufe • u ca. 

t'lae rao.r '8 Wottnr, atld laere'a 
good lt&Ck! 

Aftd 'I i,ovr ao11a 1DUl write, "'41f 
ll'ate 

Jl'rom n,ghta aftd git.oat• a"4 all 
dt&U truck 

PNuten,e tlwml au, at at11t rate I 

In bl• old age he could never 
learn enough about the government 
and nature of the youthful Amer­
ica. The fresh, naive manners of 
bl• American vlsiton always de-

( Continued on Paae 18 ) 
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I 

Geniua overle all racial and nat~onal victoriea. 

'!'he intellectual poaaeaaiona of mankind are the achle-vementa and 

heritage of all peoplea. It la therefore altogether fitting that 

men ever,-.here ahould pauae to p~ their tribute to the exalted 8Plr1t 

of Goethe who belong■ not only to Germ&n7 bQt to the whole of tnanklnd. 

Goethe'• greatneaa 11•• not onl11n the intrinaic worth 

of h1a 11terar;r creat1ona, but 1n the fact th t he •a.a a founder an.4 

an originator. 

Goethe together with Schiller, Leaalag and llipatock 

atanda a\ the beginning of modern German literature, and more than the 

othen he gave it atrength and acope and Y1a'b1llt7. 1th Fauat and 

Vllhelm elater, •1th Egmont and Iphigeneia in !au.rla, German literature 

talma 1ta place among the great literature• of the world, - SD equal 

among equ,ala. 

Goethe 1• Ya.a,. There la a ••ep and comprehenalnneea 

to him that one f1nda 1n a Leonardi ~ Vincl or in a BenJ•ln Frankl.la. 

Bia 8})1r1t 1• not a aparkl rlvule,. It la oceanic. One thinlca of 

ht.a again.at a backgrOW1d of mo-.talna, aldea and aeaa. Almoat the 
.. 



entiN continent of b~ life an inter at waa hla range. He waa not 

mere}T a great poet. dramat.ia\ ,md philoaopber. Re wu a scientia\ 

of no mean attaiunenta. Tie atud1e4 botmq and a. important contriw.­

\iona to the acience of the met orpbeaea of planta. Re atu.dle4 

anatoaw and oateolog and diacOYered the intermazillAZ7 bone in the 

h,nan almll. He wrote ex\enai••l.7 on the theor7 ·of colora. He 

anticipated Darwin'• theory of e'YOlution. 

e wu ath1ra, for kno lefce and hia Uilral tor lite 

wu ecpall7 grea,. He lo••d llte and aJ07e4 life. Ria temperament 

wu arclen\. Hi• conatitution. waa ~ and ruge4. Bia appetite• 

were grea,. Be 11Ye4 lo~ - elght7-tbree ara - and •nJ07ed a fine and 

vigoroua old ap. Here wu a man hewn ou. of ••1•• rock. of the •er, 

areecl of '?itODa. 

Goethe lo••4 nature. He orahlpped nature. Hi• aupreme 

art lq 1n hla interpretation of n ture in man d in the world wlthoa.t. 

Hi• lo•• of nature waa ao great th I mall called hllll. • the greal papm. 1 

He waa a lanthela\. e wu not. a Chr iatlan. Cbrlatlan dopio did not 

appeal to him. e waa dlaciple of Spinosa. e worahippecl God 1n 

nature or n tu.re- 1Tine. 

Sanetbing of the unperturbe4 calmD••• and 111llmrrle4 actlnt7 

of natm-e entered into hi• thought. Goethe did not tre\. He wu ta 

reNl or a fanatic. e waa not ••en a aoclal reform.lP or cbamplcm lllre 

Schiller or eine. &DI gallant aplrlta ot hi• dq' threw th Ml••• lllto the 

atruccle for human emanc\p tlcm. 
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Goethe'• life apanned both the American and the ... i'rench re'YOlutiona. He 

witnea .. d the sweep of llberaliam 1n the wake of the armle• ~ Napoleon. 

But be remained indifferent. He neTer roae aboTe the tradition• of the 

bourceofi ■tock fran which he sprang. Re wu neTer able to shake oft 

h1a inherited reTerence tor caate and nobllit7. And the f1ft7 7esra 

spen, at Weimar as the penaloner of the pleaaure-loTiDC Dake Xarl A.ugua' 

in the mldat of the eu7-going, lUXU17-loving hlgh aociet7 of that tu., 

••r• not conduc1Te to ld.ndlf azq reTolutioD&17 ardor in him. The French 
. 

ReTolutiOA repelled him. Germany'• atruggle tor freedom againat Napoleon 

left him cold. 

Goethe •a.a aimpl.7 DOt intereated 1A polltlcal or aoclal 

~onfllct. He waa intereated in man•• inner lite, h1a 1.mrard culture, not 

1D aoaial reconatructian. Bu.t h1a a.,t1tuu ot detacllllent enabled him 

to rl .. aocne the na\1oul.1at1c chauTen.1• • lch wu deTelopiDc 1n hi• 

da, and to adTocate un1veraal peace at a time when the whole of Europe 

waa oTer-run with warring armlea.01' rabid natlona.11• Goethe wrote: 

• iltQgetber, national hatred 1a something peculiar. You will alwqa 
.,,,. 

tiAd lt atrongaat and moat Tlolent where there 1• the loweat degree of 

culture. •t there 1• a degree where it Tan1abea altogether, and where 

one atanda to a certain extent above nations. and teela the weal or •o• 

of a neighbouring people, u if it had happened to one•• own.• 

Goethe'• compatriot• ot 1932. • well a.a nationallat1 through­

out the world might well ponder th1• w1adoa. 
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1few eeaid rt WI tU, ibngi of l'iatf@d W1th0dt ti&:ttttg! 

..... Altogether, national hatred ia something peculiar. 

You will always find it strongest and most violent where 

there is the lowest degree of culture. But there is a 

degree where it vanishes altogether, and where one stands 

to a certain extend above nations, and feels the weal or 

woe of a nei; hbouring people, as if it had happened to 

one's own. ~i:bii iegiree at ccrltwe ■as coufozms.ele •• 

Ille' aatwa, ••• las.a tsecoma atteagtMtted Iii it tong 
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