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I in my life. 

RABPIS ND THE'IR C~ITICS - -- -
Sermon, The Temple, April 17, 

To be criticized or attacked is quite a regular and corrmonplace experience 

In the course of a very active public ministry of more than a decade and 

a half, in which I have stood for and tried to champion some very positive ideas and 

movements in Jewish life and to express some very positive and definite views on issues 

hoth local and national, I have, of course, made some enemies, 8'\d have, of cours7 been 

criticized and dtacked. r suppose that all men WIil.-.. ~ in public life -etMI who are 

not satisfied merely with being pampered idols or stradd lers 

have similar exneriences. 

~ometimes these attacks are in the realm of ideas,5M:i'are inspired by 

legitimate differences of opinion and are restricted to the amenities of public 

discussion. ~ut oftentimes these attacks are motivated by personal aninosities 

and envy. They then tal·e on the character, naturally, of lander, innuend~ and plain 

mud-slinging. 

Mostly I ignore such criticism. Never do I consciously initiate contro~ 

s f}ec c'o..llv 
en • n 11 wen tfte attack is pe.rtie~lar'ly virulent and personal I do take versy. 

occasion to expose the critic and the real rootive behind 

and viciousness 

the criticismJ. so that those 
pee u....ft ol"-

the ~Ftieular malice 1 
tu;.#1or ct 0- f_u !,/,shed 6..1t!~ K. 

Retf ,t fy I felt sons trained to expose to make public the personal 

malice of his attack. I was also moved by another consideration not uite asp rsonal 

as this. is attack which centered upon me was part of a hole~ale onslaught upon 

the American Jewish ministry whose symbol 

he helieves 
I ( CLr t ,' le 

- ~ ....,ltt- -~•1 pays me an uncon cious compliment by declarin that my 
rnc lcL /\ 

"example has done more to 5 I the aspirations and ideals of youn rabhis than any 

other ~lngle influence of this decade." 

I had to ruh my eyes w en I read that. 
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nd then he proceeds to indict these youn~ rah is throu~hout th land on 

every conceivable charae. The are insincere. Thev ar poseurs. They are elf-seekers. 

They are poor scholars. They are poor everythin , . And becau e I was puhlicly singled 

out as the symbol of these men and their spokesman, I felt called upon first to reveal 

the utter lack of qualification of this entlemen to make such criticism. For Mr. Samuel 

is a frightful Am-Haaretz, devoid of Jewish learning, possessed of a hopelessly con-

fused mentality, as evidenced by his books ,(You Gentiles~ and I, the Jew", a second~ 

rate writer and a third~rate orator who visits upon the rabbis all the deficiencies 

of his own make.:,.up. 

That was my first reason for writin~ a reply. And the second was to defend 

the men in the ministry against unjust and ill-tempered denunciations. 

I was gratified at the response which came to me from my coll ag 
.., 

s throug~ 

out the land on the publication of my repl~. 

qin~ tftt! warmth and appreciation for 

orofession and the cause of Judaism in hurling 

envenomed and envv~consumed dilettante. 

I was fairly deluged with letters expres• 
~ 

ich these men helieve I rendered the 

ack this vi-ious onslaught from an 

Here and there, of cour e, as !TlllCh here as there, a r~bbinical coll~ague 

"1 of mine ~.,ho be~uiled himself into the belief that somehow Samuel's attack was not in 
~ 

tended for hi ecause he was differ nt; or here and there, as much here a there, 

some colleaoues who somehow believed tattle attack on a i ilver automatically 
. , 

raised the value of kt"5 own stock made a path tic attempt to defend th writer. But 

men saw quickly throuoh the maneuv r. 

Samuel elon s to a whole group of men who in recent years have made the 

rabbinate the target of their shots. These men are mostly journalists and writers 

who have attempted to esta lish themselves in the non-Jewish lit rary world and have 

failed. hey ave accordingl brought their literary wares over to the Jewish world 

here, too, they have not been as successful financially and otherwis 

hop d to be. They wanted recognition, acclaim, leadership/ and rewards, ese were 
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not forthcoming) aftt!I 9f> they have become enraged and vindictiv7 and they are venting 

their wrath upon all men in Jewish public life in the United States who have achieved 

some measure of standin~, influence) or success. 

•' The vehicle of this group for some years 

periodical 
c~u."1.eo.h 

ah J ournal, a period!-

would pa~le~i•• 11 y blast forth 

with cynicism, with recklessness, with what we Jews cal~ about J wish leader;., 

both lay and of the parish, and Jewish institutions. "Jewish lay leadership is bank~ ..._,,,,. 

rup •~was their cry. Also, "the Jewish rabbinate leadership is bankrupt." "The rabbis 
:::::: -are uninformed. Thev are flunkeys. ~he rabbinic seminaries are intellectual morgues." 

I took it upon myself, knowin~ these people, to expose them some years ago 

in a series of articles ca led ".Jh do the heathen ra eZ" - --
tl.emen was "Jewish Cu lture~ Jewi~h ~ulture was to be a su stitute for Jud a ism. They 

were not entirely sure what was meant by Jewi~h Culture, whether it was milchig or 

?ut they were sure that they were hostile to the reli 0 ion 

of the Je~ish people. 

Thev resented of importance which the synagogue was 
0 

in Jewish 1 if e, M11i-~&e-~l,,e,-,,.19"i+"""11-1-illlMl!!IIIIM•l--"~~H~~~~ 
a:'1-t'(···~w,,,r,,....,.,""1};'"1!'Tr':~ 

lif They the spokrn and leaders,&ftd ~ecause I made it my busi-

ness to dissect their credentials__, 4•-•••-••••s~s•••-••t111S1111t-•s-•••••••-•f•s•l•s•to investigate their 

scholarly 

of Jewish 

,-
equipment for the task which theY, set thems~lves, to scrutinize this program 

to 
Culture and~lay bare this sham and charlatanry to the American public, of 

course these 

number which 

gentlemen have never forgiven me. 
4-u.,ke. n f>I r,.t ~ 

have~and which will take place. AM =.hose of you who~take pleasure 

in these thins may rest assured that there will be other attacks and perhaps other 

,.-e lies. 

The position which I have taken throughout my ministry and which many of 

my colleagues have taken, which runs counter to this so-called JewiRh Culture as a 

su stitute for Junaism is simply this: I helieve that T.P-l i~ion is the sole reason why 
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the Jew has persisted throughout the ages in maintaining his identity. I have 

searched hi~h an low in Jewish history and literature to discover evidence, 
0 

the thesis that the Jew strug~led desperatelY, throuP,h the ages a ainst great odds, 

~ ~tttct-..e because he wanted to produce great art, literatur7or drama. The Jew stren­

uously resisted intermarriage, for example, a practice which would have destroyed him 

in the long run, not 6n the ~rounds that such intermarriage would result in a racial 

admixture and would produce less ~ifted poets, tTU~icians
1

or writers among the people, 

but simoly for the reason ~iven already in Riblical times; 
he.. 

thy son from followin~ Me, that may serve other oods." 

0 Lest he w i 11 turn away 

The Jew persisted in racial loyalty because of his loyalty to his faithj 

hen the Jew in the nited States or E:¥; ewhere w-H-l abandotf/his faith, he will quickly 

assimilate) and no quantum of Jewish art or music and no am::>unt of books on Jewish his­

tory and philosophy will be able to check the inevitable process of assimilation. The 

anti-religious Jew will be the first to go}as he was always the first to go. The r ~ 
. 

11 iously indifferent Jew will linger on by sheer force of inertia until the relentless 

assimilationist forces w+H scatter and overwhelm him too. The secular nationalist Jew 

will endure until such time as his ideolog~ lll!tJ which is borrowed from the 

.2,ld world, from the compact and segregated corrmunity life of ~urope JUail - -- --

wt 11 no 

become dissipated and scattered~ 

~ven the maonificent appeal which Pale tine is making today to our people 

e trong enou ~h in the ye8rs to come to command the unfRlterin loyalty of 

the Jewish youth. The up ui 1 in , of a tron Jewish comnonweal th in Palestine, how 
"--"' 

~ver much desir.a le, will not achi vet e miracle of preservation for the Jews int e 

Tni ted tate . 

The existence of a erma iatherland, stron~ and powerful. has not kept 

the eight or ten millions of ~ermans in the nited tates from assimilating. 

Cult ral pluralism, the idea that rer.ica must hecome a of 

n ous cultural groups, is a vain and hopeless dream. The United States would not 
't~ 

permit itself• be Balkanized culturally. from any reading of the Je~ish 

• 
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/ scene in the "nited tat.e,s, only that Jew who w+-H- remain steadfast to his fait!y 

(keep that i ind: not merely to the set of abstract theologic principles which are 
rich, 

• 
inherent in Judaism, but to tho/1a undant faith which is our people's, a faith which 

carrie~ with it Jewish practices, Jewi-h habits, Jewish modes of life, Jewi h customs 
. 

aad th~ Kebrew language throuoh which the genius of the race expresses itself, the .. 

synagogue and hosts of common loyalties a-il &f which/ come with Jewish religious life) 

--- ~ill carry on the destiny of our people in this country. All others will assimi­

late as they always have, as they inevitably must. 

Only in Palestine is a secular Jewish life possible) or in those countries 

where a Jew possesses \a distinct group life, possesses distinctive minority rights 

a nationality ithin an empire of nationalities. 

This is not and cannot be the case in the nited States. ~o th t we who 

love both Judaism and the Jewi h peopl e ~nd the o are not synoruij w sh to pre:,._ 

serve Judaism throu~h the Jewish people and the Jewish people throup,h Judaism. There, 
\...:.,.,, to, 

fore we are vigorously opposedAand fi htin cons stently against, attempts to reduce 

Judaism to a secular na ionalism or humanism. And ecau e of that it is likely to he 

the battleground of the next decane or tw~and you may expect your rabhi and all other 

rahbis to e in the midst of the fi ht of polemic~. 

A regards the criticism of the rabbinate, no right• thinklng n resents 

well-directed and instructive critici m. In ·act the rabhi are their own severest 
Centyg._( 

critics. If ou have ever attended a c.o~f!T"wnt""@ of the . A Conference of Am rican 

abhis, or if you have ever read the reports in the yearbook published by the Conference, 

r) ou would realize ho~ unsparingly the rabbis criticize their own profession and them 
'--" 

selves. There is no spirit of smug complacency among the rabbinate in th United States 

I assure you. The difficulty is with the layman, that he is not profound enough l today, 

I/ ) in his 
criticl m and does not r reach down to the ba ic problem involved. 

/II() 1'c.\e ~a..i. • 
was Professor Kaplan ho recen lv aid that the profession 

~ -I believe that it 

of the modern rabhit is really a new pr fession hearing an old name. In the olden days 

the profession of a rahhi was well <lefined . The functions of a rabbi were clear-cut. 



• J . 
A rabbi in the old world was the religious head of his community. - - He wa;. the re-

:::- :=--
pository of Jewish law. To him civil and ritual questions of law wer-\,rought and 

he handed down a decision on the hasis of tradition and law. He was also a scholar 

in his community)61Ml his chief task was to study at home or in the sy o ue. He 

studied the Torah, the Talmud/and rabbinic literature. Only occasionally did he per-

form weddinqs and officiate at funerals. These were the tasks of other reli ious 

functionaries in the community. 

The role of the modern rahhi is totally different. eople no longer go 

to him for a ashah o~ a Shelah in matters of Kosher and Trefah. Hi role as judicial 

head of the community is ~one and hi~ new roJe is not defined. Is he to he primarily 

~ 
a teacher, an advis T of his people, an active propagandist of social reform in keeping 

with the traditions of the prophets of ouY people, or primarily a Jewish scholar? No 

one can perform al 1 of f,ese funct i ns and do just ice to any one of them. Hence the 

difficulty and hence also the root of much of the criticism launched against the rabbis. 
is 

An attacJ\made upon the men in th mi i try in the matter of Jewi h learn 

ing and scholarship. And yet here, too, there is confusion in the minds of those who 

m ke the attack. The contra tis made,in the f~eld of religious study,between the old­

time rabbi and the modern rabbi. That is a false contrast to make. The rabbi of old 

needed to study only the 'Bihle, the Taln"~and rabbinic faw; 

branch• of learnin were not expected of him and w.-Pe frequently resented in him if 

• he had theffl.. Occasionally a oreat rahbi arose who combined both great learning in 

Jewish s urces and also learnin~ in ecular sources, but by and large the rab l of old 

specialized in bne sort of 1 arning and devoted his year. to that, and of 

master of t t. 

~ut of the modern rabbi much else is expected, a much more varied learntn. 

~e must know not only his ~ihlical science and somethin8 of Talmudic literature; he m1st 

not only he thorou~hly at home in ewish history, he must he at home in other ranches 

of learning, in other lan~u oes, in other literatures, in some of the sciences, in eco­

nomics, sociology, philosophy, psycholORY, history. He must be alert to what is oing 



•• 

• J 

on in the world around him and be well informed! otherwise he cannot lead and instruct 

a modern congregation who are the selves not reared in ra binic or secular learnin. 

rahbi in an a e such as ours ,which is characterized by ~oubt and ske ticism must be 
/ 

able to command a scientific knowledge, to comhat skepticism and doubt. I am inclined 

to helleve that the intelli ence and mentality of the rabbi today is not .. inferior 
th ~ I i,.·th r 

the rabbi of old, but ~All'~--.,R-tl~ ~was compelled to restrict himself to one spe-

cialty of learning, while the rabbi of today must branch out and cort1Tiand many types 

of knowledge and learnin~. 

Then, too, this fact is overlooked: the rabbi of old had little else to do 

but study. He was expected to spend his time in the "tents of the Torahistudyin 

over volumes of Jewish law. The comnunities were old comnunities, well established 

and well organize<:,?and the religious life was very well departmentalized. They had 

their quota of charitable inst i tutions} and a definite niche was carve<l out for the 

rabbi, and a definite function. But that is not ..., and was not the case in the United 

States. As far as Judaism and the J wish people are concerned, this is a new ~orld. ,,,....._ 

Jewish corrmunitles in America ad to he built de novo - from th 
IV\ 

round up, as it were. 

-~~~~- synagogu s, schools, charitable and philanthropic institutions, Jewish cen-
1 • 

ters and ewish societies and lorlges were called into existence. A vast 
:..1~-~ 

pro ram of construction and organization w.a6 the rahbis of this 
/' 

generation, a pro ram which consumes their time and energy. This g aeration of rabis 

is a generation of huil~ers. I mean that in a physicals nse, if in no oth ers n e; 

a role which the rabhis of the old ~orld id not have, and much of the time and energy - :, 
i ha to o into this exhausting process of building. 

And then there is thi other task which was thrust upon them, especially 
I 

sine the war, of fund raising campaigning. A plague of drives~ descend d/ upon the 

ra is. Funds for hospitals, orphanages, homes for the aged , the Union of Ame~ican 

Hebrew Con regations, seminaries, yeshiva~s, dormitories, laborato~ies, bureaus of Jewish 
'--"" 

.. education and what:::;.not; for local relief, ·· national relief, Falasha relief Palestine 

relief. And in each and every instance the rabbis throu hout the country called 
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.. . 
.. upon to assume the role of actual leadership in these drives , aliil6l_Ehese ta·ks 

have consumed much of their vitality I 1 aand ener~y and time. 

The synagogues in the nited States, unlike the synagogues in the old ~orld, - --
decided to become cormrunity cPntPYSJ~nly tc ~ervc the co,u11aunity rellgiou ly but 

also recreationally; not merely to be a house of - worship and study but to be a 

place of entertainment for young and old, of dances, plays, parties, cabarets, and 

so on. So the rabbi was called upon to be a director of a large recreational program 

~ 

for his people, who wanted the synagooue to become their social as well as their re• 
----

ligious center; the rabbi today in many tnstances is not only a rabbi, pastor, but a 

melamed and a chazan. 

I freq 1ently hear people sa, • Jhat does ahbi Silver have to do? He 

only has one sermon to prepare and preach for Sundav mo nin s." They envy me my 

profession. I wish they could spend a week with me, not simply with me but with any 

ra hi of a large co·n~reoat ion. And I a sure you that they would not be so envious. 

Not that I am complainin : I am not complaining and I never have. I love the profe 

too much to complain• and if it were five times as difficult I would still love it. 

sion 

But I should like you laymen to have an idea of just what a modern rabbi has to do which 

often ~eds:, brings down upon him a variety of c itlcism. 

I have nothin~ to do during thew ek but attend four or five noon meetings 

for variou kinds of organizations, civic, charitabl:;and educational. I have nothing 

to do but lecture three or four times a week in the evenings, sometimes at noon, before 

S' 
organizations, societies, school, universities, both at home and outside of Cleveland. 

I have nothin to do but teach four or five classes a week. ~ 

I have nothing to do but to plan programs and meetings for various)organi-

zations withinJhe Temple; to arrange lecture/courses 
'/" 

vi ion and instT"Uction in a lar~e reliaious school. 

and do a certain amount of super~ 
'--" 

I have nothin~ to 

as eight or ten a week. 

o hut officiate at funeral" and weddings, sometimes as 

I have nothin~ to do ut meet with any number of people who come to my study 



for advice and for help. 

I have nothing to do but~ cooperate with national Jewish organizations 

require my time for lectures or for attending out-of-town meetings of boards and 

co ittees. 

I have nothino to do hut to conduct two or three services a eek in he 

Temple and to pi-epare one sermon a wee~ whic, ou~ht to he of some a..et:mt wt- interest 

and literary me~it and scholarship. 

And in my spare time I have nothin to do but make a few occasional visits 

to the sick and aged and carry on at least a minimum of social life in my own home. 

And then if I still have nothing to do, there is still the big thin~ left undone that 

one wants to do - namely, to spend hours at one's desk in study, learning and seeking 

new knowledge and new inspiration, rechargino oneself. And frequently only the very 

late hours of the night and the very early hours of the morning are left for tudy, 

which in the early days was of the rabbi. 

It is clear that the present generation of rabbis has not the time for 

the creative scholarship which some wish him to do. Here and there a rabbi des 

~ 
succeed in forcinR himself to set aside some time for scholarly pursuits - rara avis. 

M -

· Of curse, occasionally you find a ra hi who sets publicity to work, adver-

tisinP- that he is a ~reat cholar and is going to write an epoch-makin? hook and per• 

suades some morons to believe it. ~ut that is publicity and politics, not scholar hip. 

The next ~eneration of rabhis for which this Reneration is building will 

benefit from the work of this generation. It will perhaps be ahle to take the 

advice and profit from the criticism and will, it ts hoped, devote much time to Jewish 

scholarship. 

Pastoral work for a rabbi is not a Jewish custom of old. the old-time rabbi did not 

. 
call upon his people. His people called upon him for advice and consolation. But it ~ 

a ood cu tom that the Protestant and Catholic ministers have f ound very u eful and 

""' helpful. In a small canrnunity the rabbi is able to do pastoral work and finds it help+ 
..;/ 



• 
a.'1 the best way for the ra i to enter the homes of his people. 

6 , 
"Rut in a large 

congre~ation it is practically impos~ible. I once figured out that in this congre­

ation of over sixteen hundred families, it would take a rabbi who wanted to visit each 

family one evening about four years to make the rounds. Perhaps the fault is with 

our large congregations; ut there is the reality of the situation which we must face. 

into 

their pulpits 

play~review platforms. I have heard that criticism made of certain of 

my colleagues who prefer the cheap and vulgar and sensational and easy rather than the 

difficult way of paring an original con~ribu ion on vital reli~ious or moral themes. 

The reason that some rabbi~ do i is that the laymen like that sort of thing. They 

are popular subjects and they draw. -lhen ,.{burnin°> 1■•-11111:t- __ c_o_m_,e,_s_ Electra was 

playinP, in Clev lan') I venture to say that at least twenty people asked me if I was 

oing to reviet•1 the play. aai I was tempted to put into the Temple Rulletin that 

~ournino Fecomes Electra""'is playin~ in Cleveland net week and ahbi Silver will 

not lecture on it. 

Ther is a certain sensa ionalism, a certain cheapness and vulgarity in 

so of the,pulpits of thi land, but fortunately these pulpits are not typical. 

as soon as some conscientious individuals in thes temples will bestir themsel e and 

express their dis ust, those loud andhlustering rabbis will beat a hasty r tr at. 

The ch rge i also made that rabbis ar not courag ous in advocating 

social ideals and do not peak their minds In some instances this is a just criti• 

cism. '~ But I think the Jewish rabbis are more liberal tlan any other religious de.ani 

nation in the Jnited States; in fact the non-Jewish clergy frequently marvels at the 

liheral utterances expressed by the rabbis in this country. In some cities i-t k th 

~ ra bi whe is the sole individual raising his voice for liberalism and social ri hteous+ 

ness. On the oth r hand , you and I know how fr quently the rabbi is attacked for doing 

just tha ; how frequently he is attacked for being too outspoken and for med lin,, in 

what the layman thinks is not his busines~. Criticism comes from both angles: the 

radical thinks the rabbi is not radical enough and the conservative thinks the ra bi 



.. 
• 

is too radical. And there you are. 

To sum up, the Jewish people never looked upon its rabbis as saints or 

supermen. Thev looked upon them as men, some of them more gifted than others, but men 

of the people, chosen by the people to perform certain religious duties provide cer­

tain religious ~uidance and leadership in Jewish religious life. And I think that 

by and large, worktn~ under these difficulties, t e American Jewish ministry is pos-
by ~ 

sessed of earnest, sincere, harqworking, faithful men, who following ·.their best judgf~ 
I .,__.,.. 

ment are serving the cause of Judaism and the Jewish people. 

I 
Perhaps in the years to come)when our life will be ~etter organized, when 

our institutions w-ttt- have been lon~er estahlished, when Jewish responsil--ilities ~ 

have heen properly divided and assigned,~ much of this criticism which is today 

being made of the rahbi will of itself disappear. Meanwhile may 

I advise all Jewish laymen to bear with their rabbis even as their rabbis have to bear 

with them. 
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and phllan,broplo lnatltv.tlcma, Je•lab center• and T. . • A••• 

Jewlah aoc1e\1ea d lo•• wen called lnto ex1a,eue. A •aat 

pro~ of oonatruotlon and organ1sat1on •aa laid al lhe doora of 

the bDla ot thia cenera,1on. A prc,cram which cona11Na their 

'* and enera. !h1a g•erallon ot a gm a\lon of 

hllclera. I mean th I ln a p!valoal aenae, 1f in no other aenu. 

J. role which the llabb1a of lhe 014 •oriel do not ha•• and ·nn.11 •~n of 

the time and ener17 of the llaDb1 i to thla •Yh••'bc 

prooeu of bm.ld.bg. 

d Uaaa there la tbia o\ber \aak which waa thrut 

upon thal, eapeclall7 alnce the war, o 1'mcl ra1•1Dc, pa1p!IICe 

J.. pl~• of drl••• deacaW upon th• J .. tah connml\lea an4 u:poa 

the R bbla. da for hoapltala, orp~••• hoiNa for \he age4, 

the Union of 

do \orl••• labor \orl••• B\1.reaua of J••i•h 4u.catlcm and •ha' nol. 

7or loo relief, national rellet, • aaha relit and Paleatlae relief. 

And ill eacla and eTffl matance 1119 labbla tbroupov.\ the ooa\17 are 

called upon. to •aum• the role of ta.al le denblp 1D the•• ariTea. 

And. the•• \aka ba•• OOU11H4 anJCh d their Tltall ti an4 aerg ,1ae. 
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reONa\loulq • not nq o De a hoaa• of worahlp al. an.q bllt 

to '• a lace ot •nterta••••t tor 7~ and old, of 4-oea, plq1 • 
. 

p ,1ee, baret• and ha, no,. d ao the Babb1 waa cal 1-4 upoa 

who wanted \be 

rel1giou enter. 

no\ onl7 a Rb 1. a 

Te \o aol e o 7 

tor ht• people 

\belr 

tor, but a (Bebr• 

• 

one ael'la01l to prepare d preaoh for 
,. __ •. 

n-a-• The,: •'Yl ae 7 profeaaion. I wiah tbe7 wolll.4 ~•ncl a 
. 

• but •1~b 8'll7 ... .,.. .... l of 

av 10 \ \ th• •oild no\ M N en ina. 

ot \ t I COlllpl in~. I no\ compl lDlng. I n .. u ••• 



- ,_ 
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1-ot-\oft aeetlM• of lk> u and c 1,,-. 

I :.e nothing to c1o hi '° oo• , n or \brN 

whieh cnigh' to l»• of .... oat of iatenat anl 11\era:Q' ri\ 

ad acholarahlp. 

d 1D 

few occuion 1 nalta to :t Caff1 01l at leaa, 

a miniaa of eocial lUe ta vq own naa:ie still Te 

nothizlc to do. there t• atlll \ lef'I mclou that one want• 

on•• 4-ek 1Jl •'1147. l.Ml"ll1-c d •---IF:, • o•l etc• d new 

in lr&t 1cm. rec clng one•• aelt. 

1* hour• of the nl t the Yer earl7 hove of \be an ... 
let\ tor •tudt, in the earl.¥ claJ• - ,M fuao l o t 

o , , 1, la clear Ula' ,he pre ... , pneralloa of 1- la 

bu no, ,- lilie tor thit ON&llY• aobolarah1p •hloh • 

1 do 8 AOC 

' 
perau4N • roaa 

1 
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llct,y d po tlc•• \ a ol • 

:t, a for whlc t 1 

1• ildhc 111 work ot It 111 

er • • t crlticl 

111, 1 1• hope larahip. 

tba 1 atora ao J&Ot 

-.1 1, t.h ir eOi le. Jewl•h cuta 

or ol . ol • 0 le 

bi 1, • a eoo4 

c~,- thollc ln at ra fCR:mcl T rJ 

Iu 1 11 00" t7 the le to ID p \o 

work fiacla l\ lpful ... , .,-, tor tu bl to Mr 

of • eo le. • it. • no, 

o oe t· 11 OT 

t 1a1\ 

t 11' 1Ja - lt d t • 
the 'Nllad•. • t l •• 
there 1• t I' llty ot \ 

tben h 
. 

their pulpl,a tA,o _, lq-re•l• laltena. I ••haul\ 



orllloi• macla o~ oerlain of ..q coll•~• •ho prefer ihe oheap .a 

,ul.aar and Nl'le&tloaal an4 eaa, ral ~ \hm \he 41tf1Glllt •q ot 

preparbc • or~l coair1llrlt1on oa a rtlal relldou or moral lbe••• 

reaaoa t \ so lab ta 4o t , la flrat of a11. 

ul.ar nbJecta •4 

• ture to 7 tba, l a, t• t7 opl t I • 

ml• tbe 1&7 lL---mtecl to t into 'h• "'--1• 

ol to 

le\la taa, 

4 b'.bl 
la 

• oarab« Become• ectr • 1111 pl 

Sll•er •111 n.ot lecture oa it. 

re 1• a cer\ain c r\aln cbe eta 

pulpl\a • DO\ \yploal d. SOOD • co aclentlou dlTi • 
•• 1 ... 11114 r •• lhelr 41.-1, thoN 

lncl 4 

la 

ooa\ ao l 1 U.ala 

la • ~ crltlci n1 ta 

1,1. •• 1, la tlle 

• 1a ,he aol• 1n41•l 1 1 eoclal 

On 
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mid ph1lnntbrop1c institution , J wish center• and T. .• 1!. '•• 

Jewish societies and loug a ere c l d into existence. 

progrmn ot construction d ore$, iz t1on • laid &t tbs door• ot 
tl 

the R3.bb1a ot this e;en r t1on progr • which consu:nea their 

time and energy. Thi , ner tion or o 1a 1• e;ener tlon of 
~ 

builders.- 1 otcai-· n , if in-no oth r a n • 

role which the n11bbi of 

th tioe ,md en root the 

proces• o! build1Jlt:. 

old orld do not h Ye1 

'?J 

And. th n thor 1a thin-~ r ta •b1c 

:uch of 

tbru.at 
. 

upon th~, eapecial 1,- sinco tho • of fund r:i1alng, canp~igntne. 

A plagae o! dri vea desc · d on tho J 1. h communities and upon 

tba .. abbia. J\m.da for ho p1tcll.a, orph: ages, home• for the od, 

the Union ot Amer1crui IIobre Congr _tiona, • 1nar1•.•• T h1Tae, 

do 1torlea, labor toriea, Bur aua ot Je 1ah ~due tlon and t not. 

l'or locnl relief._ natio:i'll r llef, .i'ol s ·relit ruid Paleatin r lie!. 
' 

~ 1n each and eTe'q 1notr ce th n bit throughout the countr7 

called upon to aaaume th .. role of ctu 1 l der1h1p in these drives. 

/..nd th ae taaka hnTe con ~ rouc ot t 1l" Y1ta.llt1 and en ra ruid t1 • • 
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unlike the Synag0uvues 1n the old orld, decided to be.come community 
,J1S 

centera,~not oXll.7 to erv 

recreationall.7; not ~eroly to bo 

it:, rcligiowsly bu.\ al o 

ou 1 
ot ore" 1p and atudy ba.t 

n • for youn nnd old., o~.-;-pl 

pnrt1ee, C!.!b eta 

to b direotor or lnre r ere 

who anted tho ::,yn.-igo 

rel1g1ou center. 

• 

to co:. 

r d o th R bbl wu called upon 

pro for ht people 

• 11 tl eir 

(li br • -

I :troqu ntly h..i -:r people rJ3, " h t doe• Rabbi Silv r 

h.~ve to do? Be only baa one no on to prep e and pre ch for undq 

my protea ion. I v11h they oul.4 ap nd 

week •1th me. not a1 :iply ,1 t11 mo, but 1 h nrq abbl ot a l r 

• con&regnt1on. I asuro yo'.1 th t th y •ould not be ao en 1o • • 
. 

Not th."lt I m co plalnln • 1 not cur-, 1 1:d.ng. I nover h-ive. 

d it 1t wore tive ~imea 
\ 

u d11'!1cul, I •till would lovo it. But I hou.ld lllc.e 7ou ln.ymon to 



~'llTe aD idea ot Ju.at l13t a modern Rabbi baa to do .whlch-

I b.:?.ve nothing to o du.ring the eek but attend 

four or five noon rneeti."lgo !or vor1oua ldn a of orga:11sat1one. 

o1v1c, char1\abl end edu.cntionnl. I hnvo nothlnn- to do 'but 

lecture tbrea or "our t • ro ... s n e :: in tl even in. •• som time a 

t noon, before orgnn ~a ion, c1et1o • achoole, uni ero1t1 s 

'both at roce ond out sido of Cleveltl!l 

I ~'\Ve -r.oth'" ,, t do t t t. cl1 four or flve 

claaaoa week. 

I h.1:ve not~ in."" to do but to plan pro 

meetings tor the varlou::, org 12 t1o nnd olub1 ~1th1n th ~ plo; 

to :UT::m&e lecture cau.ro :ind to do curtain iunount of wp rvision 

o.nd 1.nstr-.iction 1n 3 lc.rBa rol 171ou. ach"ol. 

I :v n~thin~ to do but to oft1c1 te \ tunernl• 

.and wedcllng•• •or:aot a m ny ns 1 nt or t n a week. 

I lnv not· in.g to do but eot mq number ·of people 

•bo come to .tD¥ atud3 1'or dvic and tor help. ' 

I ~ve no bing o do but to cooperat• with n~tlon:u 

Je lab orgnnua,1ona ho requi e y ti o for lectures or for tt nd1~ 
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I h-:?.V nothin.1 to do but to conduct two or th:re 

•ervice• a T1$8k in the ~ _ 1 nd to pr ore o~ sermon a w a 
which ought to be of some ,r.iowit of'. int ~ t nd 11 te:rnl7 mer1 t 

• and acholnrshlp. 

rtnd in y s . r lma I h v not. 1ng to do but 

tow ooca.sional Ti.alt tot: ic 

a minimum or aoct:-.1 life in 1,y o no o~~. 

nothin.g to do. tore 1 t 11th bl• th 

to do, tor ia at1ll th 

d carr:, on t 1 " 

• n it I •t111 h Ve 

l t undone t t o:ic on to 

1 , to sp '.ld hours t 

::in ., no a,o ledge nd. 

1nsp1~t1on. reclmrg~ one's; clt. Ar,., raq~ently 01111 th v r:, 

1~ e hours or ~be nigh ond t 1 er • o our be uorn ~ e 
t.. 

left for atuq. uhich 1n t th ct1on of th 1. 

-- it 1 cl th t h pr • nt gen ration of bbl. 
"" ( ;1du., 

1 

b:la no\ the time tor the ere:! iv sc lc.rahip hicb aome wl sh him to do.--
- CC' Uc,.½le, ' / 

ltere micl -'here a bbl dooo ,c\;e d in forcin~ him elf to set ld 
. 

some time for •chola.rq v, n. i . 
( ' ~ 

'/ / 

:;ou :f incl R~bbl who eta 
. 'l 

pu.bl1c1t7 to rk, adY~t1n1:pt t he is a grc t scholar and 1a goi g 
(' 

some orona to beliove it. 

f • 
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. . 
Ba.t th--lt ol c~ 1a pu 11c1 ty and politics, not achol rship. 

'l'he next gener tlo~ or n.~bbis tor h1ch this generation 

ta buildi:Dg will benefit troo t c ork of t his gonerat1o~. It ill 

pcrh ps be 3ble to t ake t ~ ~dvice end .,rof it from the eritici d 

111, 1\ 1a hoped, t o J i h scno larahlp. 

then there 13 t crit ici t l t 1>3ator• do ~ot 
. 
visit their poople. Pnstor.. ork or a ... b is not J lab cu t onl 

o old. -he old--tlme b1 did not c o.11 u on io people. 
1 " t<.,r ZA-l4- , a cc 

called upon him for advice nnd c nool t . But 1'-t.-a· good 

cuatora t t md Cat iol1c ini t ra h..~ve toa.nd vor:, 

uaetu.l and helpful. 
, . 

In a amall .co :muni ty tho n. b 1 1a able to do pD. toral 

homea ot hi• peoplo. a.it in o. larg co r e tion it 1• pract1ctlll.J 

1mposa1ble. I once 1'1~od out t hn.t 1n t h CODt gatlon of ov r 

a1xteen hundred tai 111es. it o,.ild ·t ~ n ob anted to vi it 

each fam1]¥ one nentne., - 1~~wl~t.maA ttm:1!1ti01:I o 

tho ;rounda. Perhapa the f ult a 1th our largo· congregation•• t . ,/ 

e ouat face. 

a.de ol Rnbbls for turnin 

their pulpit, into book nnd pl, y-rev1ew pln.tf'om•. I ba.,e beard. tlv.\t 

I 



/ criticism mnde of oertain of colle 

. ,' . . . . . 

w.lgar and. •en•e.tional and e y r tho~ t1 • n the difficult •tl:3 ot 

prepnrinc: an original contri bu.ti on on a vital rellgtou• or moral theme. 

Th& ra~son t "' oo ~ abbi do thnt 1• tfi,ra~~il'.1 • 
I 

t~'\t the l~ like thnt sort o thing. 'Ih'"'Y ~ PQ1Nlnr eubJecta and 

they draw. Wh~n • ourn1!1{; JJecomes r'l ctr:1 as plnyln#! in Clovela.nd I . 

Ye!lture to S3y that nt le st t nt:, pcoplo . -:-,.red oe 1t I • oing to 

' rertew the 1~ md I t ~tod <> 1.1.t into th '.r ple Bnlletln t t 
i 

• ourn1ng BeCOl!le• ctr ~ l crtue 1.n Cl V land next w ek imd bi 

S11Ter will not lecture on it. 

There 1• a cert in ns t1on 11 • a cer,ntn che :ne a 
. 

d w.lgarlt7 1n aome of t'· o pulpits of thi .l 6u.t tortun~ t ly th 

1Jl thG3 Tenple• will ~stir tl GClV d cxproBG thelr d1 guat, those 

loud d blu:,ter~ P..nbbio _11 beat~ .3t ~otro t. 

1D o.dvO(ta\lng 110 c1:i1 id a do not 

1 are not courag oua 

ak t 1J" :n1nda. In aome 

instances thio is a Just or t icl ~. Dut I ';lnk the Jewish Rnb'bi• 31"1 
• ot ot 

fl?Or liberal thtm. tt.rq/roli L> do!lo in ion 1n the United ~t tes • 

In !net tho non-Jev11h cler • fr"q-'1ent~ rvela a\ tha 11ber 1 utteranc a 

oxpreaaed· bT the 'RAbbta 1n t iG countr;r. In a..:>:i.'le citlea lt 1a t F. bbl 

who 1a the 1010 1nd1Tldual r 1 lng h1a v ic for l1berall8!D and eoclo.1 

rlghteowme •• 

On. \he othor h .. , 10~ d I know bow trequentl7 the ' bbi 

1• att&Oked tor dolnc Ju t t t. 
•. 

o trequon tl7 ~ 11 at tacked !or bo ing 



bua1ness. So cr1t1c1a!n com..,s fr.:,n bo h ..,l • ~he radical t 1nka the 

atbi 1• not ro.d1cal e:loueh "'nd t h.., cone. rv tiv th the n.bbi 1• 

too ra.dlca.1. And t, re you. , .. re. 

the mor .. let1rnecl th~ other • l:r.it 

people to perform cert&in r 11,,.tou 

r.ind l dera ip in J \'11 h r 11.> o 11 c. 

orlc1ng '1nder theae 41fi'1cul ion. 
. 

po t!! sued of earnest, slnc r • h u-

th ir best Ju~ent o.ro oc 

m n, aou: 

on 1 .~o 1 

or t !?1 : or 

rol1g1o ~ 

link t~t by 

c i h m1n1 t17 ia 

111h 111 men who follo 1 

of Jud.11 ~d t \e J ;ri peo le. 

?er !\J>8 1n t yc:-.J:u o c r:;o ,. n our life ·ill tt. r 

organi~ed, when our inutlt· tion 1 ~ h·~ b n lQngar . t3 11 hcd, 

Joi11ll reaponaib111tiea vi l Vtl b nro ~ rly di vide4 and n.asigne • 

nnic 1 of th1• cr1t1cla.ia 'l'lhic 1 1 to ~ b .. :7 m:1. ~1n1t th bw1 111 of 

itaeU' diaaJp ar. or th t.1!:. 1 1 Je•ish l .. to 

bear •1th their R bis e n th ir bla h--v to be• 1,h t • 




