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- 1932 

BY 

RABBI A3 A HILLEL ~ILVER 
S TDAY, IL 24th, 1932 

It is di fie t to s ·ust ho man 

-

a.ssovers 

our people: ve alr ady ele· rated, os io , t t.ir - five 

hundred assovers . 

. :o holi a· of . , n:ti:1.:: a I sted so ong a."ld .as 

retained so r.. c: of its original si _ • • '·icance. t sti r s the 

i r· gination, - elieve , to onter:!plate tie un· r oken, millen : i a l 

continuity of this hol i y of Passover a"ld to conjure , p the 

n n, circ .. s ances , the . n· epo hs ihicn have wi tnes ed t~ e 

~elebration of this estival. assover co es -own to o,r on 

rear 1932 r ilinc,; lo d of . arvelo, s .. e· .ories , ric: in color, 

V ::l ice !liS tor d into it. 

I oe i eve that t ere is so .,et~ing tra.11qu • lizing 

in conte .. lating so ancie.t a festiv ... i h has , it essed so 

vie isi tudes of f rtu.: e . Seer~ingly th r e • re ino-s w ich 
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ena e. ~ee • ngly tnere are va es ~· ich . ersist. .,learl 

things • ea tif 1 a"ld true , ave a wa, of ov er- o. ing the 

disru.pt"ive a."'1.d destructive orces of t ·.ne. 

Between the first ;:,eder ,1: i h our fore ·· t' ers 

eleorated in t ne la.."1.d o:f 2gypt on that WA.ten nibht of the 

ord, many, 1 an enturies ago , - tat first 'eder which the 

.., eleorated in aste , their oins g irded and their st sin their 

ha.."'1.ds , waiting for he ord which as t set t : em .::'ree, - rom 

tnPt first ~eder to the ~eder of 1932. cele rated tn illions of 

Jewish ho.nes in tno sands of scattere ·ish ommuni ties 'l o er 

the world, - bet ee t :~ t Seder d t.is l ast ~eder many e~turies 

il .,ve el .psed, !!l n tt1ings h ve : ppened, ma.11y tides ave s,· ept over 

men and nations. And du.ring tat time Israel ha s been called upon 

to endure all the fortunes a...."'1.d misfortunes that any people could 

ever be called upon to endure and yet in spite of t:1.i~ o!lg 

stretch of time, in 1932, millions of Jews assembled in their 

homes, around their festive boards, on Seder eve and again the 

child as:cs II is this ni5ht ·'fferent fro1 11 o._her nights?" 

(He rew) And again the father of the family ans ers (He rew) 

11 e ,; ere sl ves o • haroah in tl e L d of pt. etc 11 and p r ceeds 
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to recount .. e v1ho e stor.:r of t e Exodu of the Jews from Ee .·p t • 

.Agai as int e ol'en da.,rs, the::-. tzoth, the 

bitter erbs , the v ater-cress are still eaten avid the festive 

C"'J.p of wi:ie is u.nk. .,,,ga ·n as ·: t! ose •• stant d.aJs c :p is 

set a iie for ~lijah,Kn the ProphGt
1
and the door is 0pened to 

::elco"'.lle : i-:n ,- the ~ orerunner o - t e :.:ess • ah. • d ~ai!'l i!l 1932 

as in tnose man .. centuries w .. ic_ have since passed, yo voices 

~-oin :;ierril i!l nat ch . ing melod!' OJ. 11 .... d -.:radJ:1, 11 11 )ne • i , 

One Kid. 11 T: • t uoor ki v, ose er e .... ron is properl and 

ul ti.. q,tely aveL ged • . i ght~· , i1 self. 

It is pleasru t to conte.nplate t .. is ancient est iv 1 

a.:i to learn oatier.~ e a!ld confide~ce fx m it. e et ,., ne 

perspe tive or rec~nt e the old ners9e ctive .ron s~•. bo ic 

estiv li:-ce -assover. .And a perspective is t.ne .? re t of ·Ii sdor..i . 

_ e ~odern ew ·n 1932 , on ?assover, sees :1. self not 

:nere J in rel tion to . is immediate tirne and envir onrnent , but he 

sees himself in relatio~ to three t aous nd years of h istory. All 

his tri ls ru d perplexities of tne ho ,.., _l t: e !)rob ems of the 

r-..o·. ent wn • c· seet inso '.l. le ru d precedented, against t~is b~cK-

gr ound of centuries, lose~ en of their ur e c~ and desper teness. 
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In a ~atle: tival fraction the rr erator grows s· al er s 

the deno~i ator grows 1 !Xger. One di ,,ided b"' t ee is ., c~1, 

ruuch greater than one divi ed b tlree thousand. Passover 

re: inds t:e Jew · h people that its enor inPtJr is thr ee 

thousand years, a~d more n that ~11 its par tic ~r probleills 

of the . o ent r.: ust be al':en in rel ~t ia~to th,.,t l .. uge sp n O.L 

t • e a. d t:"! t h e acc"..lmu.lation of experience . ( .. e rew) 

11Reme1:ber the days of o d. vonsider the •·ears of the rrJ.any 

e era.tions . 11 _hat is !l onderf'J. 

gave to o.1r people . 

,.:J .:.t i ~n hich our s~ges 

Yo n 1932 , _ o re v r .1 ch ::_3er turbed ~d ·mrried 

a out Hitler a11d the rising tide of anti- semitis .. in -.:re y or 

in ti1is coun:.r., or in that cou_"ltr , re e,.iber tie .itler of tr · r t~ -

five hu..11.dred years ago , t· e h o of lon ago -nd ll t e inter-

vening h~o s a.'l'ld recall the Red 8ea o:' disaster 1hich f'i all 

overtook all of these persecutor s of yo-ir race . ( ebr ew) 

·,· e r ead i n the E 0 ada as e 1 ift t· e c p of' ine in oy. Ph oah 

,as not t e only one w_o rose to estro s . I ever gener ation 

e:i ~ise to dest r o us . ('· e· re ) 11 Dut God c.el i vers us f r o the i r 
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-.ere is/restitution o j stice i. • istory, a 

1 of compe sation .. t' ose ,lo· elieve , will live to see 

their ca~se vindi ated a"l.d their ,, rong s righted. _hat I s a 

lesson and a fa· th whi\.! the Jew has derive fror.1 his lon6 

living a.--id .. is great experience. 

You are depressed r. y fr ie ds, in 1932. 11 

<J out JOU men ve bee. impoverished, wealt, has va.'1.ished, 

your om, ot· ers 1 , our eco o. ic 

e today eating t he II read of 

rt e are lon and men 

On eder ni6~t the had of t1e household holds 

up to this assey. bl tb.e "bread of ff lie tion11 a."ld saJS: 11 :!ebrew" 

11 This is tl e • read o: ,q fflict io which our :forefat ers ate l 0ng> 

l ong ago. 11 Eat ·ng ' oread o affliction' is no novel exoerience 

in our r'=¼.ce. 

:ere is the (.!eorew), here is the oitterness , 

the bitter heros 'in or tore athers ere ca:led upon to eat 

from time t o time u they s· v·ved,a."ld t hey s etter d ·s. 

_here::·ore yo , r • e~ ds , e wise , e patient , e strong, for 

:)etter ys e ahead. 

he ~eder ta le itself is rvelous lesson in 
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life, in the stra.--ige mixture nd alloy o life, in the uncertainty 

of life. n the ~eder table tnere jostle one a.--iother symbo s of 

riches. affluence, abundance a.nd symbols of povert . On the one 

h9.!1d ri h food, ric. ·ine, r·ch meats as oefit a festive board 

c;. d along side of them the dr ? n.otio and the bitter herbs. 

That 's life, a compound of the fat a.~d the lean, 

of pros~erity and a versity, of plent an ant . And the wise m.::m 

does not become de:noralized 1he. ·estin places bet'ore him at 

certain :noments in his life the "bread o flii;tion11 and s r:u ons 

him to eat of it after he .as had ears of abundant victu. ls. 

And al~ays in the center of yo~r 'eder table 

is t ' e c p of lijah. Elijah, the forerunner of the .. ~e ss • h , 

t erefore t1 e pro to-type of hone and reder pt ion, the s bo of the 

:;oo d days ahead. 

Passover is am velou holiday in m~~y w s. o 

ex~1nle to ver oe ~tif~l so.gs e ss~ciated vii t: t: e =:e st iv 1. 

O:::ie is t h e ·o .c .. /, " 0.1. . er1, . :.oses nd the c 1ild.ren of Isr-:,el ,v .. ich 

they san:::i after they crosse the ed Sea. It is found i t e 

Boo e of Exodus . ( e rev1) 

11 t,-o c.. is r.:/ ~trengtll -::1 •• 1d song, 
He is oel;o:r.e r. J sal ·1atio . " 
-his is od d I · ill extoll ~im, 
.he .,od o fathers . 11 
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It is song of hope which derives fron the mir~cle of the 

er a ssing of the Red Sea, the mir,i:)cle of rede :rpt ion from sl very , 

the miracle of a victorJ, of tri·.irJJ)h> and hope . 

The other song is the f~~ous 'ang of Songs (Hebrew) 

~hich Solomon is said to have written whi~ tradition prescribes 

for read·!le on the last a.a~, of Passover in the $ nago6i.l8, a song 

of life and love and ·outh. ~hat son0 is L"lspired b the mir cle 

of rebor n nat, e - 'pring. (Hebrew) 

11 or lo , the winter is p st 
_he rain is over and ne 
The flowers appear on tm e th 
he tine of singing is cooe 

And the voice of the turtle- dove 
Is heard in our land. 11 

God's providence and at e• s re irth . oved our 

forefathers to si a:id those songs a ho through our Festival 

~f Passover nd echo also in the hearts of 111 those who celebrate 

tne Passover joyously. 

The Jew, my riends, always el ieveith t God moved 

in histor nd t.1..at ::is p r-'"'ose s v ere u.."'lfoldine themselves in the 

worl . A.--id having th t faith he •,as a le t o sing eve!l in hls 

' r kest hours . (He rew) 11 B the 1ord will co an his lovin 
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x:inch1ess11 (He- rew) 11 .And eve!l in the nig t-time His song is 

heard11 :re s,_.,:1 : 11 A."ld even in the very inter of his discontent 

in the season of coldness c1nd de solation. 11 

The Jew never lost faith thqt ~inter would go 

:1d sprinf ould come and nat· re would have its respurrection. 

I~ the year 1932, depressed tno h ny of us 

re, I - elieve t' at we as Jews, cru still p~t the spirit of song 

into our lives. Our pol i tic~l ~ortunes in the world. today are 

not as bright as they ere. eco"lomi fortunes oy a: d l 'lrge 

int e ~orld tod ,are lo~er than they ere. ~he~e e r:1an 

serious pro le~s acing the Jews oft. ;orld ~ there can be 

10 warrant .. :or relaxation either in alert1ess or in enterprise on 

our p~rts and yet oelieve, i f ~e take an historical perspective, 

even in 1932, it could inspire us to hopef"'.llness and song. 

:fue:1 you consider that it is only since 1917, just 

fifteen • ears "lgo, th t half of the Jews of the v,orld ere e· .. :1cip ted 

::: roln t. eir ~o,; pt - Russi . Onl fifteen e rs ago h~ f o:' our 

people were enfra:..1chised and made citizens. p to t: t tL e the 

·:ere gypsies, p:iri hs, living in ghettoes, de::iied the ri:hts of 

huna."l be in~s, - just fifteen ears ago. 0 • they :ire f' ... ree. f 

course, not , i tnout t ei r b-.irde 0 serio s prob e. s, b"J.t the re 
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free politic , lly, eco~omicaily d so cially a.'1 d t e-:,r re eq .... als 

with tne one hun ed !!l.d sixty ill ions of Russi s , no live in 

Russi. 

The present reg ime in Russia is hostile to religion 

nd therefore l so to Juu.ai s. . '.!:!le present regime in . ssia. is 

: ostile to .. ebrew culture. A.."ld t e Jews of Russia, sur fering lL."lder 

disabilities
1
have nevertheless m, de marvelo~s strides forward and 

~t in has not iritten t.e last c p ter of ?.ussian Jewis history. 

One tn~es confidence ~rm s c a fact. 0 e ou~ht 

to take confidence len he sees t e contr tions w.ich the sons 

of Israel are today CTaking in ever ield of • , m endea or. 

is an old people, having survived over pe iod of ti~e wbich few 

natio~s ~ere a le to surv"i.ve. Other peoples h ve gone down~ ter 

sac.1. a lon~ stretc of time. : 11e, h ve - ecor.1e decrepit. But Israel 

after a long , chec~ered career of loody exile d persec •tion, in 

spite o ever· dis oilitJ n d b- sic 1 : ~~·ic~p pu by ma~ in its 

ath, Israel in 1932 is giving its sons and its da.· 0 hters to ~a ,dnd 

r• s le ders in ever/ field of h tho t . _he re tive genius of 

the r ce is at worA in fulls eep nd • i h tide , - in the p. sic 1 

sciences, 9 ysics, chemistr in t · e soci 1 sciences, s0ciolo~ , 

etc., in t~e arts, in literature a."ld in music. ~e are not only 
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represented in proportion to our n bers • t far in excess of 

our n bers a!ld not merely e \ e represented but e e 

riting t' e text-books, t·e creative pat finding, pioneering 

texts for manki:1d ·n many departments of hur a"l thoasht. 

,:e o a-ht to derive a great deal of s-piritu • pl ift 

~·rom the fact that Palestine is anot .er scene .. ich o rr t to 

ins9ire the Jews oi' 1932 wit song, in. spite of the diff i . .il ties 

whic. ·onfront our people there. It i only a few ho s ride f rom 

P~:tlestine to ~g/pt, fro the land of t: e ram ids v: ich our fore

fathers b ilt, to the et>rew Universi y o :.t. 8copl.ls, ~hich their 

descend.a.! ts built, a."ld y~t in between lie t ee thousand ye rs of 

histor as well as the • f:f"ling m steries o n~ ture d • 111ortali ty. 

.. y do some nations survive and w· do others erish? Egypt • s dead. 

The yramids are the to~bs of the a.'1 ient ~~yptian civilization. 

Why are t e sands of the desert covered with the rich cient 

civilization oi ancient ~gypt , of immortality? nd , h • ·.ortal i ty? 

., ma a.'1 old eople rejuvenate itself in an old 1 d a..'1 be oune 

again with all tle ener 

old peo9le? 

a..~d enterprize and enthusi s~ oft is oung-

career of ou.r 

It is one of the .ost u zi:n achieve."1ents in the 

a.zing people. 



-11-

:-id tl e !'nerica."1 Je is: scene s to 1:iy m nd ~-1 so 

source of hopefulness for tae Jew. hu..."'ldred ye rs ~P-o .hen 

the eric Jew set do~n to ~ele rate their P ssover, there 

were proba ly no . ore tnan five t 1ousa..-rid Jewis'i1 souls in the 

United States, pera ps six t 1 ousand Je~ ish souls. In 1932 

t : ere e fo.u- and a half illion souls. <i they e r .. ot a mere 

heteroge_eous
1
unorga."1ized, unproductive ss of human eings. 

Du.ring these decades t'e Jews of erica rganized themselves 

locally and natio~ally, built t eir ·1 thropic institutions, 

their cnaritaole instit tions, t:eir r ligious ·nstitutions, their 

synago ...., es, their temples, t eir religious schools, their acade:nies, 

tneir IIXIIXJ1ACXU 1roraries. And when the crisis came in the 

• ears of t' e war t e strength of the erican Jewish communities 

r.ianifested it self in t. e rer~ar ole loyalty w ich the n ::iifested 

tow d fellow Jews aoroad.. . illions poured forth fr m the erican 

Jewish coraL'~ltl for t .ar-stricken in ~~sterr. Europe. 'hat v. as 

_ sig:i of -bei'P a.~d the spirit-~l strength of tce . Americ Jewish 

people. Of course , e are confronted 1ith m n problems, of ourse 

we ill ave !!l 1ro le s hi nel land .;. t 

of necess • t~ oe co fronted wit . But tl ere is no reason for esp.,ir. 
, 

at: er 1ere is re~son for 'opef lness. 
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e challenge of this • our is the SaI.J.e ha len.o•e :::, 

·n· ca.r:ie to our people r:1 en t:1eJ fa ed. t· .. e . ed Sea . • nen 

t ey c~ e to t e Red ·ea t ere ias t e .:>ea efore t r.en Bnd 

the d an ing..,,. ptians - e lir.. the!!! . k:d t· e t on·e cegcn to 

g -b e and orr-ple.in 3'1 fe3r . ... en tne voi ·e of God •. !e to 

•t ing: II , . e 0.1 alli g on .:e? 11 (He rel) ,, d9e .... , .. .. oses Sfl 

unto the h l ldr en of Isr ael d let t e. move for war d. Let 

ther.i o~ • 

ourage in ac r..g t e t s s of t ~Jorr ow t th t 1 s 

t' e challenge of the hour "''or the ind· v • d al Je1 and or the 

Jewish people . 

And l1stly, m~ friends, I tnir...t:: tt~t P ssover is 

ver" OJO s holida - bec'3. se overi g over it is t at ~ nq' ench'lbl 

th ~t inextinguishable er son"lity of .foses. 

_ e n3,r.1e o· . . oses is associ ted wit. t: ee Jewish 

festiv ls , Pa sovcr , .:>habuot: .nd ~uccot· .. ~ome otber fest·va.l 

are .. ssociated ii tr other n .:1es . ha:1 ~ h is ssoci ted Ni tb t e 

, ac • ees , Puri is asso i&ted w • t .. or ec i ho ·ms l r ead' 

lender. Sorrietci oft e s ~1 i s lready found in the 

leader shi o .. ordecai. 

But ·it ... oses we find the s ·pr e .e ero of the 
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the Je. s· people . ..~o es as t ~e I'irs _ eat religious 

per onalit • to per n t~e scene o histor; . 

th t t • ... e 11 reli ions v,ere fol r at· o s. _.re' 1 ere 

e relig·o!l o d 'Pt ere 

si~pl precipit~tes o ~ ersonal or es. _ne :ere the 

pr~gmatic qd·ust ents of to h' a v r ... e t . 

Ii ta ... oses the 

t1e a ren o e • :J' i s 

c per ona. ... ity Emters 

and t·1 great onE - m , rising 

ove the ss ho eli eratel takes hold oft, e relig·ous 

beliefs, so ia t, s, social s ge and .. ores o "' people 

and reval ate s 2..!'ld r ei.te rets the~ .. a ~ivcs the ne 

and defi!li t direction, - _ .. s . ~rkinw tl e e_ inning of 

reli~ious progress. 

St dents of religion nave al 

it: he~ zi~g per on lit of the vod of o 

een i mpressed 

Bi le. he 

,od o o r i • le is not a pale , met p' rsicA.l n str ction. _ e 

God of our Bi. e is not a catagorical i mper tive .. he ~od 

prese ce. Y~ ... e 

(He rew 

ver 1 vivi, everl sting, vital, rat ve 

s il 1 o er a: er o~ it. 11-
J. .. : at • 
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.-ow I have no doubt t: ..... t this mc..rvelous, 

_:lowi:lg perso ali ty of .. oses, that persona it .... r: ich :.ichaela:ic-elo 

seens to ~ve cau6 tin his remarka le st t e - I h- ve no • 

t_ t this abundant personalit./ o .. oses first endowed to the 

God concept of our people this uniq e note of mosterful 

person lit w_i~- Ya weh tot is da· as in Israel. He is 

not to be explained or p' ilosophized or ro ·ht into existence 

through s tle intellect~l ane veri . He is the. ost 

cominant fact in existe ce. 

t 

~.:oses was t e first , an ipa'Lor of t· e human race, 

the first revol~tionist. All others kindled t eir spar_ sat tte 

flame of is spirit. ..oses was the greatest of the prophets . 

"There never arose" sa s the i le 11 a prophet like unto .:oses.' 

1.~oses ...,. s the • great l aw- giver. Our _ora...½. L., the 

'' _or b of . oses~' __ e five cooks are t· e 1 ive Books of ~oses,'' 

if not ct'..lallJ of nis ,· riting , certaL.l• ins_ired by his spirit . 

Both t' e ritten d the un ritten la1 trace their rutnorit to 

. 'oses. 

.loses ras the 6 reat leader of men . 
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agon of leadership. ~o~ often did the people re se o 

follow him? How often did the hosts o saves seek to 

ctestro.;r him. How often dia. theJ t~ :po h" . n : eir 

discontent a.--:id co :iplai!l anu mur, ur ~gai st im? But .. oses 

p itied their i!l ess . I!e forba e their f it: lessness. 

3ut :.e never ielc.ed to t·-:er.1. e ed. _ .1.e~ follo ·,ed. 

i ~ t , co rage hovers So::e t.1 ing of t be 'on :t la"! e I of 

P. ound the : 'tel of the leader, . : sea. 

And he • the uilder o the Jewish n~tion. 

brah was the leader of a tri e; .. ses ias t e f o nder of 

t e :iation. , it' ::o ses the istor of the ewish peo le 

. - fittingly e o r--h tuis rt1g6 ed leader, this nation-

o ilder and 1 iver, t.is prophet 1who~ God knew face to face' 

w s in his w s the h blest of men. 

11.1.;ow the ma.."l : .oses was ver n·o1e11 • e re d 

in the i le, 11 ove all the en t a.t ere ll.pon the ace of 

the earth. 11 ~ the heart oft· e people knowl~g his ilit 

wa.s never a ed b his eatness. Lovingl t'1e· tu ed to him. 
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11 Belo"1ed of God and men s .. !oses. 11 .he" C'\lled him the 

1t ~·ai thful ~bepherd.. I .And :.oses WO ld no : r ve asked for 

n gre ter reward, Loses t· e Shenher of . id an, rn 1 d 

h ve sked for no ~reater reward than that, to e called 

11 he .ait f 1 Si1ep::.erd." 

n t'i perso.alit, t e sp·rit of this ma..."l , 

to ~ mind tne greatest n t: t ever lived, is the s i ri t 

~ hich hovers over t e esti val of ssover:. : e • s li th s 

• at our Seder. He listens to our c a.."lt o our song. II e 

• t' 'J.l S:le her 11 ' .e i so a:;? y that i s:r.eep h ve :1ot left 

the fold. A."ld the fait' lness a.Yld lo~·- t of . oses runs 

thro O t e .• ~- estinies of those whom he led fror slavery 

to freedom, from suffering to 1~ p iness. ~ ely 

·oyous festiv is this ~estival of Passover. 

app and 
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