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RABBI ABBA HILLEL ~ILVER 
'I' THg T ~ 

~1l?IDAY, MAY 8th, 1932 

I spoke last veek in retrospect. I shall speak this 

morning in prospect - what may ie look forward to in the approximate 

future in the life of our nation, in the life of the world. 

. ost men, of course, are in these days, given to 

pessimism. or many the world seems to be coming to an end. I do 

not belong to that fellowship of the prophets of Egypt. I believe 

in man and in his inexhaustible powers to master his environment, 

and to solve all his problems .. an has become, through the ower 

of science, master over his own evolution. e have substituted 

social selection for natural selection. That is, we have substituted 

the collective will of the human race for the impersonal,natural 

laws which molded and fashioned him here-to-fore. 

an today is the most important factor in his own evolution. 

And I can not conceive of any calamity short of an unpredictable, 

universal pestilence of some cosmic derangement or man's own mad 

impulse to destroy himself, that is very likely to put a halt to man's 

progress and check the advancement. .an has come into possession of 
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a key - the key of science, which will in the future unlock 

f or him all the doors that can be unlocked. i!an has come in to 

possession of the method which insures his future progress. He knows 

how to experiment deliberately and purposefully and towards definite 

objectives in his physical, chemical and medical laboratories. And 

the victories of the past few generations have given man tremendous 

confidence in this method and in bis own prowess. 

The human race has since the ar and during the War 

\/ demonstrated that it can survive major cal ities. The War destroyed 

millions of people, It disorganized the whole economic life of the 

human family. It destroyed the accumulated wealth of ages. It brought 

tumult and confusion into the life of the world and the Four Horse n 

of the Apocalypse galloped furiously to what seemad to be the last 

bloody day of judgment for the human family. Civilization was comi 

to an end. And yet civilization did not come to an end. It stagger~d. 

It 1as terrifically shaken. But it recovered - not entirely as yet -

but it did recover, except in the fields of economic adjustments. 

~an.kind actually made remarkable scientific progress during 

the years of the war and in the years following the war. ?, ankind 

seemingly possesses amazing recuperative nowers. 

I am therefore a great optimist. I think that mankind's 

progress in the approximate future will be in the fields of social 

cooperation, in the social sciences, wherein we have been most deficient. 
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In the physical sciences - pure science and applied science - we have 

made gigantic strides. 'rVe have remade our world, transformed it 

completely as a result of the numerous inventions and discoveries. 

Even our intellectual world has, to a degree, been remade by the 

new lmowledge which has come to us. And the mind of the race does 

not at all, at the present time, seem to 1~ or be weary. Far from 

being exhausted, on the contrary, it is pursuing as energetically 

as at any ti~e in the past, new truth, new discovery, new invention. 

Mankind is not likely to abandon this quest. ' ankind is not likely 

to scrap the machine, as some of our disillusioned romanticists 

advise us to do. Mankind will learn how to master the machine and 

how to subject the machine to the needs •Of human life. Mankind is 

capable of solving every problem that t he new industrial,technological 

~e has or will bring to its doorstep. Sometimes the race lags 

behind in its social or intellectual adjustments to the new truth, 

which it, itself, brings to life, but ultimately the race catches 

up and makes the necessary acljustments. 

Man will have to turn in the approximate future to the 

fields of the social sciences - economics, sociology and bring to 

those studies the same integrity, the same intelligence, the same 

daring courage that men have brought to the fields of the physical 
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physical sciences. He will have to crea,te new social forms in 

order to bring our life into harmony with the ne knowledge and 

the new conditions that have been created by the scientific age. 

For example, we ca.~ not retain an eighteenth century 

economic system in a twentieth century m hine-made world. It just 

can I t be done. e can 1 t cling to the individualism of a pioneering, 

non-mechanized capitalism in an age of extreme mechanization and 

mass industrialization. e can not hold to a doctrine of national 

isolation or rivalry at a time when nations have become both 

politically and economically inter-dependent . .And we can not tolerate 

war in the orld as war is destruction to the victor and venquished 

alike. 

In other words the forces let loose by science, the new 

economy created by science have crowded man into a new order of 

existence and men ill have to set about, as they are doing today, 

overhawling their structures, their id a ,in order to builQ for 

themselves more proper homes in which to live. 

Thus for example man will learn to control industry, to 

plan his national economy. Nations will learn to produce at a given 
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time only as mu.ch as they require at a given time. They will 

learn to adjust the purchasing power of people to the nroduction 

power of that people. They will learn ho to make available 

to all workers, all work available. ~hey will learn how to 

regulate the hours of labor to the speed of production and to 

the volume required. A social principal in other words, will have 

to be introduced into industry. Economic chaos will be ended. 

Chaos is matter resisting form. Chaos is the principle of the 

uninformed. the unorganized. the uncontrolled. It is today the 

spirit of evil which is hovering over our economic life • 

. ,!an.kind will learn how to give social form to its economic 

life. Whether the state will do it, whether the state thro Ph the 

ownership and operation of all means of production will do it, or 

whether the state will permit individual enterprise to do it while 

exercizing supervision over it or w ether industry jointly managed 

by capital and labor will evolve its orn social discipline, is 

incidental to the central thesis. In the future the economic order 

ill have to be intelligently planned and controlled by cooperative 

or collectivistic effort. 
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This is not an attack on individualism. ~e confuse 

the IDDX individualism of growth a.nd self-expression with the 

individ1.1alism of exploitation. 1ankind in the ~s to come 

will have to put an end to this individualism of exploitat_ion. 

It is not the individualism of man• s inherent, sovereign rights, 

to growth, free thought, self-expression, but the individualism 

of exploitation which destroys the individual which society will 

have to terminate in the near future. 

I believe we shall find ways of ma.king the life of the 

working man more secure. Ours is still t e economic dark ages. 

We beguiled ourselves inthe few brief years of abnormal prosperity 

which we enjoyed in believing that we had definitely entered into a 

broad, new era of economic enlightenment. We were foolish o t imists 

because we had laid no foundations requisite for such a new order 

of things. We expected our economic set up, such as it is, full of 

ruthless, competitive individualism, bordering on anarchy, to yield 
socially 

such advantages which only a socially organized/controlled economic 

system can yield. 'le must give up, if we have not alrea~ • our 
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.essianic economic romancing and our apocalyptic dre~ns in the 

miracle-working captains of industry who tnroush some act of 

mystic fina.:icial wizardry ~ere to ma.Ke us all rich. 

,Ve must take cognizance of the worki:igman. We shall 

have to draw upon our own best knowledge and daring and enthusiasm 

and set about radically reconstructing our econo:n ic society. 

Unemployment which is the affliction of our present~. is a 

curable disease. But it is a disease ~~d it must and will be 

cured. And it will not be cured by mo ey, doles, - public or private. 

It must be cured as Prof. Beveridge wisel states, 11 b thought and 

organization." 

Industrial stabilization is a problem of industrial 

engineering, a problem soluble if taken in its national and inter­

national scope. 

Each epoch had its dark terror. In the dark ages it 

was the fear of pestilence, of invasion, of famine, of the devil, 

of the end of the world. The twentieth century has ro ht a new 

dark terror i:ito the lives of the mas es o! the earth, - the terror 
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of uneraployment. '!'his new tem>r of the twentieth cent1.1.ry which 

overhangs the life of men ill be ba:iished. 

I think that in the future organized ch rity will 

-

disappear. Organized philanthropy is a survival of the individu~listic 

society which is now bei ~ tra..,sformed. The social control of which I 

am speaking a.:id w i h for etter or or worse, is beginning to tra.,sform 

society will also embrace organized philanthropy. 8ociety in the f ture 

will not wait upon volunteer individual aid or upon the sporadic 

generosity of individuals to are for its ed, sick, handicapped end 

disabled.. _bat which is socially necessar ill become socially 

mandatory. There will always be room, of course, for the exercizing 

of private p ilanthropy to supplement the work of the state or to 

experiment in newer types of social service or to point the Wa;f for 

further progress. But the elementary and i dispensable tasks of safe­

guarding the health of its people, of protecting childhood, of caring 

for the weak, the aged,the widow and the orphan, the poor, tnat will 

be come the direct fixed and continuing obli~ation of society itself 

and it will be so met. 

I thi~k in the near future that men will work ewer hours 

and will enjoy more leisure time. _ e ma.chi~e doesn't need men to 
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work many hours. ,en will have time for leisure and men will 

learn the creative usages of leisure. Education will then not 

cease when a young boy or girl reaches the orking age of fifteen 

or sixteen or seventeen. Education will continue throughout the 

life of a man or woman side by side wit economic purs its . .And 

the orkingman will have tie for play, for recreation and for 

study. Men will have time to ecome creative amateurs if they so 

wish. .len will nave time for living. 

V I believe, too, t.at the standard of living hich is 

fast dropping today as a result of this economic disorga.'1.ization 

will grow and increase and go far beyond the peaks which we have 

-

so far reached even in our most pros erous years. This is a nation 

which possesses a social surplus. This is a nation blessed by God 

with abundant inestimable wealth and huma.:i intellect and the machine 

created by human ingenuity applied to this untold wealth of the land 

will in the intellectual organization in the uture give man such a 

standard of livi as t ey ve never yet enjoyed in the history of 

the human race. ant is the result o human stupidity,not of the 

posity o • resources or the la.ck of the essential or abundant and 

prosperous living. 

1 believe, too, my friends, that in tne future by 
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surrounding children with an optL-nal environment, the best 

kind of environment, by eradicating poverty f r om their homes, 

by giving them wholesome character building, recreational 

opportunities and by providing them when and where necessary 

psychological therapeutics and guidance that we shall be able 

to reduce that appalling volume of delinquency and crime. 

The two greatest items in the national budget of 

the United States today is education and the cost of combating 

crime. It has been estimated that there are two million criminals 

in the U. S. today. Now the hereditary factor in crLne is not 

nearly as importa.."l t as the sociol.ogic factor. lental defects, 

nervous diseases are of course, factors in making the criminal but 

-

not nearly as important or as widespread a factor as the degenerative 

environment. The biologic factor will in the future, be treated 

by the science of eugenics. But this, of course, is a desperately 

slow process. To make improvement in t he germ plasm is the work 

of generations, centuries, if at all possible. But environment 

which is so conducive either to toe upbuilding or down tearing of 

character can be improved and it is in this direction of social 

therapeutics or sociol prophylaxes of er ating normal,steady , 
- I 

wholeso~e environments in the home, in the con"llU.llity, in the school 

for the youth of the world that the hope of ever solving this 

appalling problem lies. 
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I think, too, my friands that in t he future,-! am 

speaking not of t he ultimate b"'.lt of t he an-proximate future, 

the appreciably near f uture,-we are likely to have better 

government because government is becomi~g very vital in the 

economic life of people. Up to now we bothered very little 

about government. e wanted as little of government i our 

eco~omic life as possi ble. e were crnnpelled to pay taxes 

but they were small. An.d we assumed tha t government ter a 

fashion was performi those functions which government should 

perform. But we have now recognized how desperately government 

is needed in our econ mic life. ~e have no, been bro ht face 

to face with problems that we oirselves without the aid of 

government can not solve and we have taken, in the last few yea.rs, 

nearly all of our major economic p~oblems and placed them at the 

doorstep of government. And taxation has reached a point where 

it is draining our resources. So that we are already becoming 

more vigilant of government. And we shall do that increasingly 

more and more in the years to come. That's a good thing. e shall 

learn to send public officials to our seats of government who are 

qu.alifie4, trained, informed, who possess knowledge as well aa 

integrity. 
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I believe. too. my friends. as I look into the future 

that we shall put an end to war. rot tomorro, nor the next day 

nor the next ear. But we will put an end to ~ar in the appreci bly 

near future. The peace age.cies which already exist are, of 

course, still very weak because they are new. But years and 

achievements will give these agencies prestige and po er. The 

war habit is as old as the division of the hun family into 

tribes and waring peoples and the war habit can not be eradicated 

in a decade or two. But the men of our eneration e already 

thinking differently out war than the 1st generation did. e 

a.re more enlightened about t e causes of war oth as to its 

real causes d its economic ca es . ,e are more enlightened as 

to the real consequences o • war - widespread disaster for victor 

a....~d v q ished.alike. ations toa.ay ara conferri g abo t dis-

armament. They are co ··erring. o.L· course, haltingly, fearfully• 

s'.lspiciously. ut they are conferrL .. g and the next co~ference d 

the next and the one after tl at ill and m st reduce the war maci1ine 

to a minimum. 

✓ ~or countless ages men sacrificed their children to the 

god of :oloch until the idea of 1.:oloch was destroyed and then men 
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stopped sacrificing their children to it. ~or countless 

generations now the human species has been sacrificing its 

children to the violoch of war. his idea of the .. :oloch of 

a.r is bei destroyed. en it is des troyed the hum 

family will ~ease sacrificing its children upon its bloody 

ltar. 

Prel·· inar to the a·olition of war and total 

disarmament must of course co e detailed solution of detailed 

problems which are tod~y sources of i osit in the world. e 

shall solve the problems of reparations and debts which ccrued 

out of the 'i:orld ,ar either by total or partial cancellation. 

e shall revise tnose treaties w 1 ich acer ed out of the ar wh'ch 

work disastrously p&n the life of nations. e sh::ill have to 

establish economic federations among tne people d redice the 

tariff walls which are toda inter ering with the no al flow of 

international trade. rhose people no are stills· eri from 

imerpial rule will ult· a.tely want their f reedom. I uperi lism 

is another dieing idea in the world like feudalism, like slavery, 

1 e itcn-craft. 
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I elieve, friends, that we are ilding today, 

begin~ ing at least to build, a new civilization. Doles, spires 

d minarets do not ma.lee religion. Neither do radios, airplanes, 

swarming, teaming metropolises make civilization. '-'he essence 

of' civilization is secure, free, social living. _ e criteria of 

c ·vilization are neither ealth, nor size, nor speed, nor invention 

out t e values which it places upon human nerson .lity, the rewards 

-

hie it grants to merit, the qualit o its intellect 1, spirit 1 

and aesthetic interests, the stimulus _ich it provides or t ~ose 

social actors which make life sweeter, ore co • ident and . ore 

joyous. _hese re the tests. By all t ·ese tests and criteria the 

civilization o 1932 is just an ultr-modern expression of mediev~l 

barbarism. 

',ie shall uild a new civilization, ou and yo Jr children 

• ter you, in wh • c .. t e ·oremost ~)rinl;iple ill be uan d his 

needs. ot ealth but h a.--i perso al ity in w ... ich tne motif ill 

oe t e nurs it o tnat whica is true and good and beautiful, -

a civilization rom , hich t e ar , chaos, t' e ruthless com-

netitiveness, the ru.tality of our economic order ill h.3.ve been 

'9anished. 

I conclu e with the wise seying of one o· or Rabbis, 
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taken from 11 The sayings of the F .thers 11 !'rom which I 

read this mor ing . "Thine is not the duty to complete 

the task." (Hebrew) u~-e • t her art t hou f ree to 

desist ..:·ro. it. 11 

It is not ou.r • ty to build all this. \, e can 

not. But neither a re we ·r ee to Qesist from it. ~he mandate 

is ours; the ~oral compulsion is ours, - To begin bu ilding 

today type of civilization that ie is· our children after 

us to enjoy. 

In this dark yea:r of 1932 men of faith and men of 

courage will begin to lay the foundations of a new society. 

-
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Organiza c.1:u-i t;r ,ill d.isa p ar. tioC i t in the tutu.re 

will not ait upon vulun ar'J ndividual !Ud and p_i ~te spor tile eneroaity 

to care for ita ·a ~nde ts. 1 . tee· •• 

socially t nn tor/. ,ri~,cre , ill rJ. ·eys "e roo . or priv te philanth , ic 

1n1tt~tive iu 3 Ci'"l service tc su le.ent t 1e o ic instit tions oft 

st te or to ex- er - nt 1~ r. ... ,er t .,'pe.a o •• ervic . ..: t t 1 la ent rJ d 
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Ca?l be roved r idly. 

" J h ve better ex, ernment in t l ·uture bee .ae gove ent 

3 
,.. vit ' 

l the 1 ftB of our citizen.a. e e turning to~ c., 

Qj" • f 8 lution 0 our COn1'M1C l'!" lens to gove ent. he lasy-1 1r 

ttit de towards ~ve . ent t one nnd 8 ~overnment will enter re d 

. ore i wo th ec~nomlc 11 of our eople e shall beco e more critical, 

more • ne and ore vi 11 nt towards it. 

within n 

!Ullc nd will t>Ut an end to •ar, - not to rro• or next year but 

reci bly near future. Our eace enciea are at111 weak 

b cri.uae the, ~re new. Battie and achieve ent will give them preatige. 

~ • 1 t lch is sold • ma.'lkind's division into tribe• can ~ot be 

-r~dic~ted 1 a decade or two. But even t this generation a.re 

t i , kin of ar differently than the en oft e 1 at ~eneration. They e 

ore nli ~htened oth as to its r , c aea - econo. 1c, d a• to lta real 

co equencee. - wides reBd d1aa.atera for both victor and vanqu1&hed. e 

~re conferring ou iqrmamen\ to~ ltingl, earfully, auap1~1oual7. 

But die nt wil co. e. 

Out ?t t c o of our~. I I convinced, ill cot a ne• 

cl 11111z tion. tr e, dom a and m1nJU"eta are not religion. either are 

rndioa, ~lrpli.n • nd 1ng metro~oles civili1 tion. It 1a free, 

s C"'ire nd creQtive soci l life •hi•h m ~ea civiliz t1on. The l \ gen ra­

tio s sough to build civilization out o:t' ealth. ai1e, speed and invention. 

. ey f~iled. Th '"' men of to'Ilorrow •111 bail their civllisation out of the 

Ta.luea h1ch they wll l~ce u-pon human peraonallt7, the reward.a which they •ill 

ant to la.bor and merit, the qu. ity of their intellectual, spiritual an4 

atbet1c intereata and the atimulua which they 111 provide to thoa thinga 

which alee life weeter, ore confident and ore o oua. 
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