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Abstrsct of Sermon eliv: red by Habbl Abba Hillel Sllve: at The Traple, incel and
k. 105th itreet on Sundsy morning, May 28, 1923,

Fa C15F 17:LY ABD JESISH PALESTINE

Italy bhas not becoue & Duradise under the Fasclst regime. ‘fven with the
Udectator it hus foiled to solve many ofthe ecunomic srodblens shich horass the world
today. like all ther countries 1L has « severe sroblem of unemployrent, of business
fallures, of low wages, of disinishing loports «nd exports and an unbelanced notional
budget. In the eczse of italy this was true under Fagcian even before 135c9 vhen the
imerican crieis aggraveted the economic situation im sll ‘urosecan countries,

iany nev ond praiseworthy entervrises were launched Dy the "ascliet
Governcent. liew roads =nd thoroughfayes hove been Luilt, great land reclanstion
projects have boen carried throush, lmportant houslng orojects hove been iniiisted,
Itelian porte and borbors hove been laproved, I slisn merchant o rine has brem incressed,
isportant excov: Lions hive been set afuot which -“re bringin: to 11 ht many relics
snd sonwents of anclent ogme., There i3 2180 & sirong pirit of entermprice, of
nztional vitulity, conficence and pride in the c.untry.

But one canngt help ssking hisself vhethvy this could not have been BecenioR
seccouplished under dengcreatie goverment. iiaove mot sisilar ovyobless .nd even gie ter
problens been carried thrcugh by desgeratic countries? 'zs 1t neCess ry to estruy
all freedonm to zchieve 2l] this? Could not & planned notional econony such as
russolini ies endesvoring to carry intu effect be 2chieved without politicz] cerice
and vioclence; without sending tens of thoussnds to prison islands and to evile;
without f:cceshing the countyy in & vast spy system and without inflasting the
oilitary spirite of the people?

unlize the United States or Grest rituin, Italy has no great demceratie
tradition. Ite cost vivid pollitical reco lections ae thuse of the ssall City-itates
of the irnaisscnge which were in the main domin ted Ly suall .ristocrzciesd held by

pssterful indivicuals of the type of ru solind. Germany end "usels likevice are now




under the heel of cictators becouse they leck a grect demgcrutic tradition ond
experience.

Apmer oo hos little %o learn frun Italy except the meed which Italy wes quicker
to sense, th t of plonning and contyrolling our nationsl econouy so that the great
forming ond werilng classes sre not cerigdically victimized and lapoverished.

I w8 snaged et the progress shich  cslestine m de in recent years in the
midst of & world ¢eoression. 1 found Palestine norzal snd even enjoying & egves of
prosperity. It vae ralestine's good fortune not to have bDeen overe-capitaliced, oF over-
industrizli-ed or over-popul sted,

imeh ¢f the credit cust w180 Zo to the inhorent economic soundness of the
Pelestine ecrverizent and to the socially constructed cethods which have been emnloyed.
huch expbasis hos been placed woon coover tive snd nutions] enteyprise rather thenm
upon privite entervrise und this has given & certaln stebility and orderliness to the
cuick develomr ent of recent yeurs. Une of the noblest festures has been the insistence
uwpon self-wori cnd upon co'lective vork. The private vroject motif has in meny of
forumes end selllenents of alleastine been entirely stendoned or subordinated to the

collective L ea. These efforts of the nev socizl orier have been carried throuwh

not by any reveluticmary means or thyough the expropriction of the capitu]l ond prov riy

of other people., len bullt thea out of thelr vwn yescurces and by their ocwn labeor
a:sslisted only by loans from ce tuln nutional funda,

The new economic und political conste l.tion hus mude 'alestine indisveasable
in Jewish life, Thoussnds of refugees from fitlier's Ue:r any are now seeking refuge
in Felestine. i:lestive sust be ensbled through industriel and sgricul tuysl] ersension
to sbsord the mew fLumigrstion. Transordamie, which kas is sn enpty and sotentizlly
rich countyry snd vhich was originally to be included in the PFalestine iondate
should be vvened for coloni:zation,






