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ABSTRACT OF ADDIESS DELIV:UAD BY DR, AuBa HILLEL SILVER AT THE (BMPLE, AhGEL
AD EAST JOSTH STHEET ON SUNDAY MORKING, OCTOUBER 224D, 1937,

BORE THINGS I L uKED IR EURCPE

The line is very sharply drawn in ‘urope today for the onconing fight teo
& finish between Democracy and Dictatorship and b tween Facisa snd Solshevism.

For more than one hundred years, both Capitslisa and Socialism have been
content to develop these within the Democritic soclety. Nach was confident that
it conld obtain its maxinum objective within the Democratic framework,

Within the lost generstion and narticul:rly since the war 1t has becume
clear that both were largely misteken., Years before the war, covermment had to
interfere and restrict the freedom of -rivste Cepitalism by socisl legislation
to pvrotect workers from exploit:tion. vhen the Capnit:listic Economics Pro. ram

broke down followi: the v.rld var, govermment had to s@ep still further in

snd take contreol of the ecunomic situstion, :nd guvermient is everywhere falling

more and more intu the hands of the working classes, becuuse they hud the mumerical
strength, labor, Soclzlist snd Cavitulist porties were everywh re in ascendency.
Capltalisu, thus hard pressed, turned anti-lemocratic or 7sclst. Thus the whole
meaning of Ssacism when bolled duown tu it gquintescence. Facism is Capit:lisa
enbattled and 1s fighting what it now r g rds ss its deallliest foe, 'emocracy.
The Pacist war upon LeEOCTECY is not an iten on its orogrsm. It jg the
program snd the dictaturship which it sets up ls not ad-interin zmm, but sust,
by its very purouesq be cermanent.
The militant wing of Sociwlisu came to reg:rd Democrscy ss its deadliest
foe. lemocrscy nuintalned it did not hasten but rather retirded Socialism,
lenin scrapped the entire Democrstic appsratus -uite as ruthlessly and thoroughly
as did dussolind and Hitler.

pilitant Capitelism belicves that itcan s-ve itself by resioring the

smatocratic system in Surcpe. The people of Europe have, since the iremch levelution,




- -

been taught to think in terws of liberty, (r ternity snd e uslity, in terms of
man's inaliensble rights, the suorene imourtince of the individual, freedom of
thought are now to be re-educ ted into s revised code of medieval, noliticsal
and economicEr concepts. The Stite is supreme, The individual counts for little.
e has mo rights other than those whicli the St:te wishes to grant him. He must
obey ungue tioningly the lesder which is another nase for ruler or the Czsar.
He must not criticize or express unorthodex fiews. He must not luvk mmemx beyond
the frontiers of his country and think in terms of international cooper tion.
All thought of internstion pesce is tresson wnd cowsrdice. fe must prevare hine
self to be a bruve obedient soldier in the next war. "Yonsn must exhzust herself,”
declared lem Von aven, "in order to give 1ife tu chiliren s¢ that the Fatherland
may have strong fighting cen.*

New names h.ve biem invented for ail this. The "Jot:litiriazn state,”
the “Corpurate Sg-te,” or “National Concen r:tion.® Butl is nothing sore thsn
the =tale uedievil vutage warmed uver and spiced »ita twentieth century oronsgunda.

But it is 1 ensely poovular in Europe todsy. It is a new form of Feudslism,
Feudslism arise in Furope out of Just such & se: of CGhaos, insecurity and berflder-
ment as Focism arises from, Democrstic govermments hsve falled to give thelr
gover nents security, peace, work :nd bresd. Niiliens have lost aith in
Parlioments, rorties and elections. They want cuicker encrgency, even desperste
action and they are ready tu rally sround say siren: leader who promises to restore
prosverity quickly, tc bring order out of chaos and who offers to think, plan

and act for them. "Fledge ue your undylng allegisnce. Be ny vas als and I will

protect and help yuu." That is Feudalism. Thst Soo is Fuclism,

Between the new 0. using armies of xekx F:cism and Bolshevism, bitter
snd relentless are the lemccratic forces of furcpe, poorly lead, dishesStened,

retre:ting, but still fighting to save &ll that cen be = ved for the free life

of man,




It 18 quite poscible that the whole of Furope will g0 Fselst or Co munistic,
if econumic conditions €0 not lsorove or if the new comvetition in :rus amnd
the infl:ved and the reupant militerism lead to another war. The Democratie
ideal wuuld then go under snd stsy under for & lon; tive.,, and the World War which
was to have made the world safe for Democrscy will be known in hi:stury as the
way which mcde the world safe for autocr:cy.

Perhaps the hove of the Deuocratic idez]l tod:sy lies in the grest historic
Democyracies of the world, inglsnd, Fr:nce and the united States. The countries
which have pne facist or Bolshevist neve re: lly had & Demccrstic tradition and
neve: understood the Democritic discioline. FPe haps the grest lewocr: tic peoples

of the world for whom I¥mocrecy his beconme vart of their very life, blood will

discover ways of solving zag economic robems without destroying the cherished

values of Democr: tic ecivilization,




The line is very sharply drawn in Furope today for the oncoming fight to
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& finish between Democracy and Dictatorship and between Faclism snd Bolshevism.

For more than one hundred years, both Capitslism and Socialism have been
content to develop these within the Democratic society. Each was confident that
it copld obtain its maxinum objective within the Democratic framework.

Within the last generation and particulsrly since the war it has become
clear that both were largely mistaken. Years before the war, govermment had to
interfere and restrict the freedom of orivate Capitalism by social legislation
to protect workers from exploitation., When the Capitalistic Economics Program
broke down following the wWourld Var, government had to sSep still further in
and take contrel of the economic situstion, snd govermuent is everywhere falling
more and more into the hands of the wor§1n¢ classes, beczuse they had the mumerical
strength., Labor, Socizlist }iagéigftillct parties were everywh:re in ascendency.
Capitalisn, thus hard pressed, turned anti-Democratic or Facist. Thus the whole
meaning of Facism when bolled down to it quintescence. Facism is Capit:lism
enbattled and is fighting what it now r«gards as its deasllliest foe, Democracy.

The Facist war upon Democracy is not an item on its orogrem. It is the
program and the dictatorship which it sets up is not ad-interim =mm, but must,
by its very purpuse be vermanent.

The militant wing of Socialism came to regsrd Democracy as its deadliest
foe. Democracy msintained it did not hasten but rather retarded Socialism.
lenin scrapped the entire Democratic apparatus cuite as ruthlessly snd thoroughly
as did Mussolini and Hitler.

Militant Capitalism believes that itcan s:ve itself by restoring the

sutocratic system in Europe. The people of Europe have, since the iremnch Levolutionm,
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been taught to think in terms of liberty, fr ternity and ecuality, in terms of
man's inaliensble rights, the suoreme imvortance of the individual, freedom of
thought are now to be re-educ: ted into a revised code of medieval, political
and economicxx concepts. The State is supreme. The individusl counts for little.
He has no rights other than those which the St:te wishes to grant him. He must
obey unque:-tioningly the leader which is another nsme for ruler or the Czar.
He must not criticize or express unorthodox fiews. He must not look mmemx beyond
the frontiers of his country and think in terms of internstional cooper tion.
All thought of internation peace is treason and cowsrdice. He must prevare hime
self to be a brave cbedient soldier in the next war. "Woman must exhsust herself,*
declared Hem Von Papen, "in order to give life to children so that the Fatherland
may have strong fighting men.”

New names h:ve been invented for all this. The "Totaslitsrian State,”
the "Corporate State,"” or “National Conceniratiom.® But is nothing more than
the stale uedieval potage warmed over and spiced with twentieth century provsganda.

But it is 1. .ensely vopular in Europe today. It is & new formm of Feudalism,
Feudalism arise in Europe out of just such a se: of Chaos, insecurity and bevé#lder-
ment as Facism arises from. Democratic governments have failed to give their
gover ments security, pesce, work and bresd. Millions have lost ‘aith in
Parliaments, carties and elections., They want guicker emcrgency, even desperate
action and they are ready to rally sround any sirong leader who promises to restore
prosperity quickly, to bring order out of chaos and who offers to think, plan
and act for them, "Pledge mwe your undying sllegisnce. Be nmy vas:als and I will

protect and help you." That is Feudalism. That too is Facism,

Between the new ovosing armies of xgkx Fé?icm and Bolshevism, bitter

and relentless are the Democratic forces of Kurope, poorly lecad, dishesttened,

retresting, but still fighting to save all that can be s ved for the free life

of man,
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It is quite possible that the whole of Eurcpe will go i‘alélit or Cormunistic,
1f economic conditions 40 not improve or if the new competition in srms and
the inflemed and the rampant militarism lead to another war. The Democratic
ideal would then go under and stay under for a long time., and the World War which
was to have made the world safe for Democracy will be kmown in history as the
war which made the world safe for Autocracy.

Perhaps the hove of the Democratic ideal todsy lies in the great historic

Democracies of the world, Englsnd, France and the United States. The countries

o
which have spne Fa‘ci.lt or Bolshevist neve: re:lly had & Democratic tradition and

never understood the Democratic discivcline. Pe haps the great Democr:tic peoples
of the world for whom Dermocracy hes become vart of their very life, blood will
discover ways of solving ami economic ~roblems without destroying the cherished

values of Democrastic civilization.






