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YOUN OPLE--, LAT AN THEY LOOK FOR 1lARD TO TODAY? 
What Does This Changin0 orld l!ean to the Youth of Our Nation? 

By 

Ra.obi Abba Hillel Silver 
.A.t 

The Temple 
on 

Sunday, October 29, 1933. 



The life of~ young oeople a decade ago wea determined by the war. 

The life of e people of e• ~Maent d~ is being determined by the depression. 

Those who were twenty or twenty-five years of age ten years ago wer influenced 

by that complex of ideas which the war and ~ aft rmath -o.f the war brought 

a.bout. W1l1l that he war swept over t~e lives. ~inds and souls of 

yo'llllG oeople a decade ago. Their outlook, 1Jilei~ attitudes and 

were fashioned in the world 1 a mood which Prevailed at that time. 

standards 

of milita rized life Wl er which people 
I- ' 

The world went on an emotion l snree. 

a dominant note of 

disillusioned byte utcome of the 

so high during the 
,/ ' '/ 

~:!i-~~a~_.6"81.,...._~ the actilal 

J ~ 

ere was al so ....-:1~~"8fl ... ,-e11e., 

(.) ,,)' 
e tw.-,..1.,w,ii.._ en were 

eace \\h ich was made. 

wPre • disappointing. Peonle 

felt let down, so eh w betrayed, ~-w+8---¥er-y mi at of victory. 'l' ~ fel 
I 

d~ted. They 

spiritual exalt tion. 

I 
realism

1
aad became 

iJ" own former 

11 hard ooiled. 11 The sni ·it of debunking as v,,, 

t ose days, yo will recsr tliat in our 

fiv or six or seven 

ng ~ a,ra w a to end disastrously w t e debacle of '29, ... ••~• 

Everyone was caught up in this flood~tide move~ nt of iad ••••al 
exuansion,ot sfta&eial snecu.lation, get rich ~uick enterprises. The 

I 

number of millionaires was rowing successful money-maker 

r 

t 
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en had unques tioned faith in the c pteins of 
f 

y listened to them 

' on all subjects. The univ rsities ·ranted honorary degrees 

medals 

c.md t hey, themselves, had begun to vote themselves 

achievements. 

he young 

t mood , and that 

~ent. And as a result 

"revolt of y uuth, 11 t h·t emotional r , lease,_.ile ... '911._ft,_!'l-.._.,._.MiW(a;J.alU 
t - ,. I 

~ from discinlined 

as modernism, 
, 

passed ~or brilliant It was the 

when the erica.n People decided to nullify the Prohibition Law, not 

neople felt secure. T eir future s 

bigger and better every day. , 

i:fhe young people of 

-
hoped to be 

Our young 

Things were etting 
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They are beiD& influ need by the kind of world 

It is a herd world. 

Fortunes ve crumbled. en ha1e been ruined. ations have b en imoover-

ished. ·1ant, actual want has co e into the horn s of many of these young 

People. Desoerate ef i orts, new and strange devices
1

are qeing resorted to 

~ to salvage the economic system which h · s broken down. Everywhere 

there is insecurity, fear, struggle, frustr tion. 

ships, revolution. Young men who are gradUb tes of 

en talk of dictator

highat schools 

to see their careers retarded. Their future urosPecta are gloomy. 
/ 

The whole nrtion i sober. 1e no longer f el as tho~ we are 

emb&rkinv uPon an uninterrunted economic joy-ride, out for a roaring 

good time. 'le are no longer cynical. The rd boiled mood, th debunking 

mood has left. le are no oathetically r achi o t for some 

will sustain us in these dark dBys. e have set 

the whole economic system under which we live. ~/e ~l no longer 

worship o financial wizards and cantains of ind stryfbecause we discovered 
' . 

I 

the clay feet of these idols whom we ,orshipned -- th ir knavery, their 

~rauds, th ir stupidity. ,ear reachine; out for a new social order --

for something more stable, more secure, more 

upon M gre t new exneriment, Vast transfo 

launchWlg 

ew 

new idea ls are gainil\5 currency. New 

of leaders and ne stan & of leadership being 

• 
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All over the world the New De 1 has set in. In some countries it is 

very far advanced. In other co sit has jut begun to take the first 

steps. Its or ·ress is inevi ble. It is not another e~er ency measure. 

It is an entire re-org nization of economic life. It hooes to make future 

depressions unlikely. It .hannens to transform our en ire economic system 

which has roved in so any weys wanting. It is refashioning our domestic 

economy./ 

'Jhis call the Tew Deal is really a new a?Plication of the 

natio for form of life. It is goi to transform our cono ic 

our moral and our xuressions. It is go1Ilc; to e, in they ars 

to and n t distant yEars to come, a ne civilization. ~ young 
I 

people are being fashion d nd det rmined tis new environment in whic 

find 

You he,r no m re toct.ay about the 11 r volt of youth." 

is at its ragged tail end. 

e Jazz 
f I 

e 

ot at all. t they have been so eI'€d. They have been forced down to 
,. 

the bedrock of realities of lif e, 

out. tith it, the entire school of .encken h s disenn ~red from the scene. 

They have nothint, more to say to our young Peonle bec&.use our young oeo-ple 

are now occupied i th far m re serious 1roblem1t tnan those , i ioms which 

r. nc~en nd hi school were following de ago. 

vi ·1 t schouls and colleges in all arts of the country I 

am told t) r r.a that young oeo?le ar much m re int rested in 

economics and in the social sci nces. They ar becoming a bit more Sec.rching 
I 

and in eoendent of thought. They want to .mow why these things have come to 



-5-

be, whet is the ey out and vhat is the next steo to be. I do not ant 

crusading zeal. 

fy.;J. t~ e is a searchin6 and much deeper interest in the solution of 

economic nd oolitica l oroblems,M-:..-.-w. s driven those nroblems 

visibly into their world of tho ght•a84il!!I_._..,~ r young neopl e are no 

longer th1nkin6 of soft comfortable berths, of getting rich quick. hey 

are thi , in0 abo t gettil'\; a job. They don't • t to waste their years, 

their talents. chance to work\ hey are be inning, 

to grope for s of comoensation in life other than the 
,, 

they are be~inni~ to see that life might deny them in r 
r , 

a large asure. e l• are ~m~~~~-8.-(~U . ...:.t~ti £r. 

uncertai a no. 

~ 
than a dee de JO. Hard as t hei~ lot undoubtedly 1s, I think that 

I 
in cop rison w·th the lot of th~ir brothers of ten y ars ago, t 

• 

is a better and haooier one. I believe tha t ultimately the · will come through -

his 

ew ucceeds in a mea re, the young neonle of a new 
I 

which will much mo e whol some than in hich 

yo oeople found Lh selves ten years ago . 

,'/hat may our young oeople of today look for c. rd to? In t e f irst nlace 

orld of 6rea t r ecurity, a orld 



in which th-re will Probably be less orosoerity , o rit.y 
,,, , 

for the individual, -- less of great oriv te standard of 

tan r of livi living of 

of the average is likely to be appreciably levated. e Peaks ~n siM&r 

ill be leveled off, but any of the 

be r ised. 

In the new world in which youn6 ~eoole are enterin5 • grea t Private 

,eal th is not 1 ikely /' to be ithin the reach of everybody. t of 

n don't require gre· t orivate weal th /4 
,, 

course, not necessary 

They require, fo r haooiness and fulfillment, a chance to wor~, an opnortunity 

for self-ex~ression, Silil~~,aw~ homes,' a mea e of security~tection 
'} 

against the disabilities of old age nt. 
I 

0 r young oeoole,~~==• ... should adjust themselv e tot' e ry rosoect 

of a more odest standard of livine throughout their lives 

not 

are 

in 

th 

t oeople of th ld ~l ,, 

nemselvea 
/ 

/ -'rhe • outh of th 

the oros ect of some y becoming rich. 

Old .iorld is 

ot that they 

erial than our neople. The possibilities fo r gettin::; rich 

the new order which w enterin.g, the Possibilities of amassing 

will be f e.r f er tr: n in t c.e oresent order. Young people 

e thei lives round that nrosP t and should not make 

ultin te 60al of the orosoect for great 

priv te ealth may not be then st, it does not fo l low th t 

the life of youn oeople ~b les haPoY.ot~s..~e. It .~~~~ HJ~~r;-

, 



The· will 

be th j oy of grr·tifying work. 

ond comp -tition. 

, orld . 
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ho excel. Tne1 wi 1 a so 

e wi 1 always be room for challe 

·nor. He 1 fe that he 

• 

. an I s signi fic,-ince .,.,..._~h imo ired i t e future as 
I . 

it has be n in the o· st when we judged significance by the ability to make 
I 

money. • oneJ· v ua.tion of success rr.ay co!!'.J.e to be disc· rded. 

In other 

start hUClbly. 

woras, / beli ev tr. t young ueoule o h t to be sati sfi eel. to 

Yuune; eople oUc:;ht not to ,rai t until they h· ve n eans en ugh 

to maint ir an e 

never ave the 

ive home b lore t ~e 0 et mnrried. ose ho ai t n:a 

they are xoecting. 

be w lling to b " i very mod stl and hunbly, 

Ol)le OUe;ht to 

d· ted by t .e nros Ject of 

having to struggle for it. 

homes, bet ruarried, to he. ve 

of their own cumf ts. 0 

arents should assist you.g oeople to build 

li s, v n at the cost of sacrificing some 

it to our young eopl€. 

Young oe ple tod y, at the 5 s of t nenty-five or thirty are not 

e rnin enou i rui· in. tf..Ilces t en ble them to stablish the . ind of 

homes the r ore ta live in. &rents ought to mrue it uo ~ ible f r children 

early in life to h ve ho~es, d to enjo· tho~e sctisfactions of lif h ch 

come only 1 • th home, f-- ily and children. Our young neoule should be 

willing to start lv r humbly and be content to live very h bly for that ~ay 

be th lot of mot ~eopl in th uays . to come. Tney will find tn ir a tisf· ction, 
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nevertheless, fr tho e ti "' ction nd th t haooin s s ill be 

theirs in • e of st economic c·rcumst nc .s. 

If youn peo ere to seek m for a vice re-,· rd· r 'arofess ions 

and college, I d tell th that the orosoects of the su 11 b siness 

a n e n t s ht toa as they were a en r tion c:igo a deccae ·o, 

£.IJ.d also th t th orofe~sions are being ·ast overcrowd d. I would advise 

you!\:, People t r o·re th 1selves for otc r typ s of service in life. 

I v1ould oarticul ly liKe to see manJr of our young J , i sh ooys nd 6 irls 

no, plannin c,,reers of business rr..en or even or fes~ional nen, go in 

for the career of a skilled or --a man whose lot in the future , y 

be ;ar hapoi .rand his econ mic compensation fr -r eter than thit of the 

professional m· . 

re i ic e- zat·ong i on in th rld and 

the 00sition oft 

uoon as being inf 

skilled v.or1 hicb. n r tion ago wa looked 

h;t of the orofes ion·l m n ha chal\;;.d. 

Ce tainly from the Je r i h noint of view tne orofe~sions ar overero d d. 

re should be an increase of J . ~ish eoole amon a 1 industrial oursuits, 

the b~ iness urofe .ion, labor d fc.rming. 

ur young eool . 1J1'r°~'91!!~!1&--V, 

a world in which t will be much grF ter leisure 

one ·u.nured ioit hours in y law ,,.,. .-,re 

more thin t or thirty-five hours aw k. ,e will 

of lei ti .e ... - O\lr youn / oeople will in the ' s to c 

do with it 1 

are 

to v.or~ 

t str tens 

t ill we 
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If our young people 

wi l l l earn to use e purposefully, their lives will be far more 

beautiful, exciting and interesting than the lives of people in gener tions 

life, •••--~. man needs/ more than work 

and' income. 

books, music,...~~. dancing, play. travel, contact with all thA.t has t . 
been said nd cre 1ted by t he aristocracy of mind and hanc 

te .;v~,"""- more intereati 

·-w .... .J..t. 

Every young . an of tomor row houlo repA.re himl:>elf 

work that will enaole him to make a living ·.i na then have 

t o do 

hobby. 

The se of leis re tin:e is ver e sent i al ~di 

have a gr eater value ecause we will have more time ' 

exploited ill 

leisure than for 

work. There . .:"ore our yo th of tomorrow should prep e themselves for two 

worlds. Rea g , ar ts, sports -- a t hous d an one inte1e vts are 

within the r each of people. These thir.gs 

t he ind vi cual f or ome of t he things ~hich p 

used will coopensate 

the p~st had. 

Our young people 

Ma world in which ther e will be f ar more team work than in the past. 

It is going to be a socialized worl a ~ooperative world, 
I 

aiM...t-1!~1i"Z"l..,.~~d in which the indiviuual will have to play -.am, in 

which the lone wolf, the 
I 

have a bard time of it. 
I 

I had occ ion to 

w. 
predatory exploiter, t he ~ti-cocial will 

I 

ncl I advi ed 

thoroughly 

to oegin t 

st of school te chers 

en in their ~h, ge 



which is coming to be will lay stress not so much upon the priv~te career 

of the individual · uerson~l success uoon his social cooper tiveness, 

his playing o i e team. The ide 1 presented 

h.old -,.p f r the emul ion of -young ~le: -~•--
~ 

• Hora.t io Alger 
/.;..J 

type of hero ~Be~Q1o-¥y--Ni-a;...,,.~~llllfiW. r 
man but the 

l:>-J 
ide 1 of 

of industry and 1thrift .oecomes ~ , 
-1A, .{).,,._.J_ , \r-.y tt . I ..f ,.f 

pP&sti~&& :;,!iWll'QPk •• "7\beco es a 

useful me.mber 
f 

of the ~ormnunity, a builder of the new social order. 

Ther e mu·t be a transval a tion of val es in the menta and 

e otional set-up of the ounger eneration of tomorrow. ~is does 
/ 

not mean that individuali~m will be destroyed or tha. the individual will 

be regimented and suppressed. Ori the contrery t individual will r eat ly 

have an opportunity to live his life mor nob1,, . It will be done 

coopera tivelY, It is by m tual velopment tha t men rise to the higher 

levels 

themse 

e are goi r to move ror ard as a oody. e re going to win 

as ti{ a team waere the individual subjects hi1 self :s: al~ to the purpose 

realize 
~ r ,. 

of the te 7 
.kt d • o I look for ard to the new v.orld e.nd to the pro '1ect>of .,... 

ho -, h 

,-y
citing 

~ d it is for yo 

ert inly 

strati fii1i: 

in which there will be trer endous things to do. It will be 

orld 

hun ed years 

befo r e a. ne ~ social order is vorked out, a hun'--red ears before war 

is •.est.r oyeci. It will be hun -. ed ye rs before aemocracy is periected~ 
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Every per on who has hi wits 

It is a good world to live in. 
'J 

aoout him will h~ve a chance to ~ 
It ~ challe 0 e /JI, all that is 

gin man. It~~ hard and exacting world but a world fit for 

strong 1en and women -- the kind of worl~ e lly need. 
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L 

D • 105th ~ • 

ODAY? 

h life of the 7oung people to 1a being det rmined by the de re•aion. 

Tho•• who are ighteen, t nt7 and twent7-tive tod9¥ re belng lnfiuenced by 

the kind of world in which we find ourselves. It. ia hard world, a world of 

ln■ecu.rit7, conflict d f ru.str tion. pr te e f ort■ ar being e to salv e 

the economic a7atem which is bei broken down. G~, d t • t High choola, 

and colle ea e ot find work. Their c era a retarded. !heir 1 edlate 

nroapecta e glo my. e nation baa b n aobered. re no lo er a ah1p 

gaily e b • ng upon an unint rrupted economic Jo7ride, ut for a roaring good 

time. Our poat r mood of n1c1am, the hard boiled debunking mood ia gone . 

re o thet.icall7 re ch1ng out for ao e new aith, a e new vision to a lat 

h urs . 

e re no lo •er wors iP ing our financial wt ~arda. e hav di covP. d 

the cl feet four idola, their naiv ry and their atupidit.7. are e rchi 

for new, avun er and just r aocial order. V ' t over uli i t ng 1 ce. 

ew conception■ ar a1n1ng curren07. New t7J>ea of 1 dera ar aki ng t e s ta&e 

of our nation. The In ulla, e r • • th tone d V S.er1 "•n• are no 

lo r o raclea and our guldea. 

O\lr young ople are i fashioned by thia new envi ro ent. e e r 

no ore a out volt ot Y uth. tt lhe Jazz A&e ia at 1 ta ed tail end. 

It 1• no lo er t to be 1 oral. The debunldnc rage haa etered o-ut and 

with it h a gone the intellectual l derahip of enck:en and hia school. 

p ople are not int . ated in econOIDiea. They w nt to know 

thla ha• happened and what 1• th out and wha\ 1• the next ateo. 

all 

7 

are DO lo er ,.. e ng of soft comfort ble berth• and of gett1 rich uic 7• 



I 

f 

th 7 are worried about j b - an:, Job, Just c ce t • r d n t t o ate 

their 7 ra d their t enta. lao t1e re t or ao oth r c Pena tion 

which lit 1 ht fter nowt t ita trial co - ·• tiona h e b c so 

uncertdn. 

1• ·en r tion f the epreaaion 1• to mind tar better on than th 

1 at. d a 1• their lot, it is • h al thler d in t he lon run ah p ler 

one. The young eople of todq rill c e t o th ir tribul tiona d t heir 

diaal>noln nta anli r and sturdier for 1 t ir tr1 la . Th ir world of t orrow 

h · ve le a of w .. 1th ln it but ch more of aecurit7. The standard of 1 ving 

of the orivileged f • will undoubtedly lo er, but t he v rage will be higher. 

The 7oung of tod ahould look tor ard to ore ode t living 

than t youth ot ter eamt of but r 117 ld at t ined, like th m d. t 

terial b t · na of e youth of 1 d, r nee • Bu.t t.hia need 

not make their lives any leaa hap , b auti 1 or a~ficant. 
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