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THE JE·; I SH PEOPLE--~ T C I L 00 FOR • .ARD TO TODAY? 
'fuat Does This Changing orld ~ean to the Jew? 

By 

Raobi Ao a Hillel Silver 

at 
The Temple 

on 
Sunday 1 ornin, ovember 26, 1933. 



The situation, my fri ends, which confronts the Jewry 

of the world today is serious, of course, but not at all as 

som~ imagine, dPsperate. And our approach to this situation 

should be preferably one of seriousness but not one of hysteria. 

We re we to take stock of whc-1. t has t ranspired in Jewish life 

since the World War, we would find tha t while there is much 

to place on the debit side of the na tional ledger, there is 

also much to be placed on the credit side. It is not all a 

case of losses. Only the historian of the future wi 11 b e able 

to determine \\hether the pluses cancel led the minuses. 

The German situa tion is of course dominating the Jewish 

scene today and rightly so. It 1s that part of our national 

organism which has been emba tt ered and is now painful . It 

caused the whole organism to oe painful. \~1a t happened in 

Germany has inspired certain auprehension of what might happen 

elsewhere in the world . Nevertheless we ought not to ov erlook 

the fact that German Jewry represents less than four percent 

of the Jewry in the world and that the other ninety-six p ercent 

are not at all living in the same war-beaten, disillusioned, 

propaganda-maddened world as are the German Jews or that the 

rest of the world is not living among na tions of the same 

political or cultural traditions . But large Jewish 
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communities all over the t10rld are at peace , or at least as 

far as any community is at peace in this harrassed and 

turbulent world today. These Jewish COffiimllli ties are not 

with their problems and their irritations. ey are not 

altogether free from discriminations. But · hen we re~ember, 

and we should al~ays remembe~ that the millennium is not here 

yet, t:at a p .rfect society is still far off in the distant 

future. "Then \ :e remember, as we should al ays rememoer, that 

after all our political emancipation in the world, our Jewish 

emancipation, is only a matter of decades and not of ce turies­

if you ernemoer tat, you are likely to 'intain a more 

optimistic and pati nt outl "' O~ of our Je•, ish scene of today. 

We ought not to delude ours;:) 1 ves of C')Urse, into 

believing that .e are livi g i any fool's p~radise, that 

human progress has reached such a high point that racial 

and r eligious differences count for little, and tha t we are 

all rothers and belong to one grea t human family. Many 

of our people made that mistake when they proceeded to ~ive 

up th ir racial and religious distinctiveness in tn fond 

hope tnat oth0 rs would do the same. The 1 aders of Jevlish 

assimilation here and aoroad offered to present themselves 

as candidat s for the society of lib rty, equality and 

frat rnity, only to discover that that society exist d larg ly 
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on paper and int eir own too impatient imaginations. One 

generation or two of good will and toler .nee and freedom 

is not sufficient to wipe out ten thousand years of fanaticism, 

bigotry and hatred. But neither are we living in any wilderness 

of • te, with our enemies all avout us ready to ~ounce and 

destroy us. It is just as easy to ov~r-estimate as to und~r-

stimate the factions working against h beings. 

Ever since our dispersion, our first dispersion 

back in tne sixth century, there s b~en anti-semitism in 

the orld. :lar conditions ag ravate it. Peace co di tions 

attenuate it. :/henev r poli tictl or economic strife and 

tension occur, the Jewish minority broup is under fire. 

1.1h.enever t :.. t tension is ased and condi tions become normal­

ized and t r anquilized, t e J ,i sh situ_tion is improv d. 

People in the world to day find t mselves living in one of 

those moods or conditions of st i e, tension and strain. 

Therefore the Jev, i sh position everywhere is in under 

fire. But its conditi on is far from eing des~era te. '/hat 

we requir toctay is cool h ads, stout hParts and a measure 

of confidence and f'orti tud 0 and f a ith •1hich our fore-fa thers 

poses ed in tim s much more trying than ours. 

In En~land, Fr ce, Hcill..and, 

Czechoslova_ ia, Russia, ~ur EL..st, Egypt, Unit ~d Sta es , 

Canada, South Africa -- in those countries here ov r 



-4-

seventy percent of our people are livi g th re has be n no 

retrogress ion whatsoever int e 1 gal or c vil rights of the 

Jewish people. The area of strain is Central and .... ast rn Europe. 

In those countries, Pol d, Hou.mania, Austria, and of course 

Germany, there are definite and strong ti-semitic move. nts. 

Anti-semitic distur ances, specially in the univ0 rsities, are 

not infrequent. But even in those countries, with the exception 

of Gennany -- even in countries lie Poland and Rournania, the 

lot of the Je ,ish peopl 0 is far from oeing hopeless and defenseless. 

They are maintaining their p o ts in the face of great difficulties. 

It should b remenbered in this co1 nection that G rmany 

is the hot-bed and always has been the hot-· ed for anti- semi tism. 

BacK in 1907, a quarter of ~ century ago, t r was an anti­

semitic political p~rty ihich must red a quarter of a million 

votes and sent fift en representa tives to the Reichsta.g . This 

was long before the 'lorld . '.c x. Back in 1870, just one year after 

the G~rm. Jew received his complete legal equality, a tremendous 

wave of anti-semitism swept over G rmany and the Je~s WP r e , lamed 

for the economic crisis which occurred in G rmany t hat y- ar. The 

meanest, cruelest and most degrading kind of persecution of the 

Je~ ish people took place in w. •• t is now the G rr.1an Empi ·e. There 

is seemingly an element of the old oaroarism left in the ch~ract r 

of the nnans which added to th ir arro rc....nce and high- dedness 
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js largely t e result of failureand of if riority. And all that 

added to the doctrinnaire dogmatic mood oft e people has made 

G rmany t e most implaccable and m anest anti-semite 0 1 the world. 

The hol e orld. of course, is not Germanic and these Teutonic 

aberrations are not li ely to swe ep ov rte civilized world. 

In Russia, wh~re three million Je :s live . th -re is no 

nroblem of anti-semitism. The Jew in Russia possesses exactly 

the same measure of equality as every other member of this _ ople. 

There is of course the serious problem of Jewish survival. But 

that problem is distinctly not a Je ish problem because all the 

other religions face the same problem today. Only the future 

will tell whether religion can ue definitely destroyed ev~rywhere 

in the world. As a n~tional and racial roup the Jewish people of 

Russia seem to be i no immediate danger of their becomin extinct. 

The policy of the governm~nt is to encourage races and na tionalities 

to survive and to develop themselv s and to express themselves fully. 

In the Unit d States where fourmillion Je is live, the 

l a rg st single Je,;. ish co.nLluni ty today, anti-semi tism has incr eas d 

in some sections of tne population followi ng the wLr . The Klan 

and !r. Ford tri d to give a na tional c • racte_r to these outbursts 

of ha tred but failed. And no • Nazi propag- dists are a . .,ain 

endeavoring to give a Nazi ch~r acter to anti- cemitis~ in the 

United Stat es. They have not succeeded a s y t. Ther s a lways 
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been and there is today a measure of discrimination against t e Jews 

in some industries and in our professions and some of our colle ges 

and univ rsities. And social discrimination has always been here. 

But surely it would be rank over-sta tement to say that the position 

of the Jew in the United States ha s become intolerable. Up until 

1929, Jev·i sh communities thrived and prospered. Since th.at time 

our group like other groups int e United Sta tes has suffered a 

serious set-ba ck . There is no attack -being made upon our political 

position. Ye are not oeing singled out for any snecial attack. 

Unless dark days come upon this country,. 1.lllless -orolonged economic 

suffering leads to a ca t a strophi c political upheaval there is no danger that 

the American traditions of fre ~dom tol er ~::.nce, fortitude and 

fair play will go under. 

I thin:...c that one of Hitler 1s most serious disappointments 

since he came into power is the utter and complete f 2ilure of his 

anti-Jewish program to attain favora.0le response in this country. 

The ~ulpit, the pres s &nd the puclic forwn in America 

·have been extremely coopera tive and sympa thetic in championing 

the cause of German J~wry under the iniquitous Hitler regime. 

Only German-Americans in their eager ness to sta nd by Germany at 

all costs have been deluded or persuaded into swallowing Hitler's 

program, hook , line , sinker and all. These G rman-.Amer icans are 

making a serious mistake. One cannot ch.s..mpion an intolerable 

dictatorship, fcllaticism and cruelty in on<:\ pa rt o t he , ·o· ., ,1 a· i 
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and expect to enjoy tolerance, equality , brotherhood and good will 

in another nart of the world. ~e cannot m a sure life by these two 

standards and 0 et a\,ay with it. The erman-Amer ican i s li ely to 

find himself in a terrible quan y if he is not ca reful. 

In Pale :~ tine a new J e,--ish com unity is developine very 

soundly and ver y r apidly. It is dt:-veloping not without conflict, 

but it is dPveloping in spite of conflict. If the present trend 

of dev lonment will gr ow and is not i ntPrfered with, it is v~ry 

li:<:ely tha t in the n xt ten years it v1ill be one of t · 1;:, l ar ges t and 

most i mportant Jewish c01mrruniti es i n t he v. orld. Jer s ·wi ll be 

free from many ofthe sc s and open ~ounds which Je\i sh communities 

throughout t e world ve. It vri l l be distinctly Jewish E. oup . 

T' e J vis s c0 ne is not a t all bla c~r. Th r e s.. re 

certa in d-finite gains hi ch mig the r egistered. For exampl , 

within the l ast year we may see t hat t e Era of As si ila tion 

which had l a sted in the Jewish world f or nearly three-fourths 

of a century has definitely ended. Tne whole p ilosophy of 

assimil a.tion has been declared banlcru.pt. The trend in many 

countries of estern Europe rises from a maximum J :::. dsh life 

to a mininrum and f rom ther e to complete self-annihi l ~. tion and 

a sorptions in majority popul~tions . 

Ther e w s a headloni; rus away f rom the Jewish fold 

in the last fifty years in these G:::. r nanic countries. It was hoped 

that by means of assi..111:..tion they would overcome lif e, ihich they 
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as Jews found themselves, that they would advance their careers 

and attain wider economic op·oort'Wli ties, thus making the lot of 

their children easier. 

One method of assimilating was aptism. Baptism was 
\" orld 

particularly popular among the Jews of Wes tern/-- the r·ch Jews 

who are a lways the first to cut and run. University-trained men 

and t he professional men believed that new doors of op, ort'Wlity 

would open to them. 

The number which were lost through baptism wer e not 

very large in proportion and rel a tion to the number lost trough 

inter-marriage. Inter-·narriage definitely t nds to d crease the 

Jewish population for not only is the oirth rate among mi xed 

marriages far lower t han among purely J ewish marriages but 

also because no more than twenty-five percent of the c1ildren of 

mixed marriages are raised as Jews. The incre&se may be judged 

from the following figures: 

In Germany the number of inter-mar riages in relation to 

purely Jewish marriages was seven and nine-tenths percent . In 

1910 it was eleven and nine-tenths percent; in 1925, nineteen and 

seven-tenths percent; in 1927, t wenty-one and three-tenths percent. 

In Germany in 1927, for every one hundred purely 

Je ish marriages there were fifty-four mixed marriages; in Hungary, 

t wenty-eight; Berlin, sixty-four; :Sreslau, thirty-eight; Budapest, 

thirty-nine; Amsterdam, thirty;and ih Trieste, two h'Wldred and 

fifty-five. In other words in a city like Tri ste, th re were 

two and a half times as many mixed marriages as pure marriages . 
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ow t.L. re rs o-en, of c urse, a definite c ec.t<: in this 

tendency and with it the hole tendency to7 ard aRsimilation. 

A quarter of a century ago, Dr . Ruppin wrote a very 

valua. ::i le and int 0 re f ti g bo ".t<: called 11 The Jc.w of Today" xpre~sing the 

thought that anti-semitism would never 0rove an effective check on 

assioil~tion and he makes th se int restin0 o servctions: 

"It is unthinK.aole tha t ei t er in El.rope or erica anti-

semitism could ever bri ao out le~al disabiliti s far Jeis. Any 

such legislation would be a dir ct break ·ith tne political tradition 

of the ninet enth centur , and no Sta te could well take such a st p. 11 

11 Je,.s • s a race, ar eyo d t · ~ r ac of 1 gislution , and 

still less cant ey be assailed as fo llo ers of certain bra cnes 

of tra.cie, etc . , since t _· e is today no one sue branch exclusively 

in Jev1ish hands ."/ 

11 The danger of anti-Je rish legislation which might counte-ract 

t.he assimilative movement is therefore, still fa.r distant. 11 Yet 

tnat is exactly st· en -oluce . 

In Germany, int r-marrial:;e is -oronio_t d by law. It is 

orly a part, of course, of their pro ram. T re has come about 

a re~lization on the part oft e Jes of Central Europe tnat inter­

roarriage dos not insure th :ell oeing of th ir children, but that 

the Je ish r rc ial sin is visited unto t et ird ct d f ourth g ner~tion. 

Th y have realized that oa.ptism anc1 co v rsion do not op n 

doors of opnortuni ty .... or tn m o cause they still r main Je s. 
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The oresent attack on Jewry has been on the Jew as 

a race. 1fuat the Jews of Central Europe have 1 ~arned the Jews 

throughout the rest oft e world are 1 arning. They are not likely 

to make the same mistake in assimilating. They are not likely 

to exile themselves voluntarily from their own Je\ ish spirttual 

and r a cial home in the hope of being wel comed into an alien home 

which does not want them. They have l ~arned the tragic lesson 

which German Je ,, ry learned, that it does not oestow favor on the 

children but makes them spiritually homeless. The German youth today 

finds itself in a hopeless situation. The -parents drove them 
world 

from the Jewisi/and Hitler now expe11s tnem from the German world. 

The Jewish communities, of the world are going I oelieve 

f rom now on, to raise their chilcir en to serve the world as JeV'ls for 

t.hent whatever fortune will hold for them in the v1ay of adversity 

and conflict they will be aole tom-et. For they will have been 

prepared spiritually and intellectually for such a conflict . The 

Era of Ass; imila tion h a.s come toad finite close . 

I f you a sk me ther.:c.for , wh:.-~ t can the Jewish people 

look forward to today, throughout the world, my answer would 

be: first, we a r e looking forward to a future vll ich is not unclouded 

but which is not darr or hopeless . That is true of almost every group 

in the world, particularly of minority groups; a future not unclouded, 

a future perhaps of conflict, pe haps of va st reorganization, but a 
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future which is not hopelessby any means unless the whole civilizati •)n 

of the Western world goes do?m to complete defeat. ~e shall a6 a in be 

t e objects of attack from time to time as have so frequently been 

before~ The spotlight of the world today is focussed upon us, but 

as soon as the world becomes normal, our position will become normal. 

ve can look forward to a future where t ere wil l be a more 

positive, a,more- energetic and a more gratifying Jewish life; first, 

because the philosophy of assimilation has oro en down and wecondly, 

it h~s been proved by history that the more pressure put on Jewish 

groups, the more solid they become. The more persecuted the Jew is, 

the more he increases and t e more he multiplies. There is a quality 

of resistance in the Jew which comes into play as soon as an unfair 

attack is made upon him -- that comes to play in a most remarkable 

fashion throughout the Jewish world. As soon ~s we lose onep)litical 

position in one part of the world, we set aoout strengthening our 

bulwarks in other parts of the world. Tha.t is perhaps one of the 

reasons f o·r the survival of Judaism. 
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TirE t.TE1 .. IS PEOPLE-. T CA..'.i IT LOOK FO i7.ARD TO TO.DAY? 

Th~ J ~..-ri.sh p ople t.urou__;hcut t . e orld , y look fo a.rd ton 

future not u. elem ed, bttt one by no e~"l.s dark or _1.0peless. mrl.le the 

Ge:rrnan situation i s of course dc. ir- tin0 the Je . ish scene to~. its ould 

be re .nbered tl ~ t ~ Jerrry constitutes less than four .. ercent of the 

rrorld Je~1 y and t t t.:ie ot.ier ninety-si ~rcent t:.re not livin in the 

same ,. _.r-be~ ten ~ ddened world as t e Ge 

amon_; nation s of t e s.,.ne olit i c"' l nd cultural tradit i ons. 

as ar as any comrnuni ty or _ eople c!\Il be a t p _ace, in thane r_a. sed and 

turbulent ti es. Je~ish cotm:n.mities everyr:,.~ re are not wi thout their 

oble s .1n irri t tion • But ~, J.Sn one r e . bers t ':.. t the 

illennium i n not yet here .. d t :iat t e poli ticc. l ema.nci ~~tion of our 

})eople in the nest 1- v:mced c tries is only of coraparatively recent 

times,~ riatter of dee:::.des ~ d not of centuries, O~e i s j tified in 

tl!.:.:i.Jle n.. _ ~t i nt a.1 d O")tinistic Tieu of the sit !)tion. 

er since our dioperzlon be an ti s been n.nti-semitism in 

t.1.e rrorld. ! r co i t i ons it. Pvace conditions ttenuate it. 

:i.e1ever economi c or :x>li t i ~1 s ri e d tenuion occur, t e J _wish 

··rou co., e s to find t 1at ;_ en life is n. ~in non °lized, t le situation 1s 

a 'f' in inproved. Ue --r l i vi no...-, i n such an era of lmost orld-wide 

econo • c ,L 1 poli tica.l tens· on n.nd st in. "e ne d cool heads and stout 

.:1n, ts :for t :1e asks o.h.eruh 11 e sa.."ile a e of fortitude and tience 

. 1 ich TTa.s o ore- 'rt er"" ' in , s t ours • 
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vents • e ta 1 fini e e d t o t .~ 0 rom 

norr o is 11 ..3ly t, b 9 1 t a.irection o mo e pmsitive a. en r· ~tic 

J . i li. e . An e. crt ill be t o ,rovi e a ~ec es 1rit 1 ome 

. ithin t ... 1 J i••'1.., "'.il or t e r2.,._,edy 

hic .. 1 c :::-t o : t 1e _. :.ir. il t ~d J • h yout o ill not recur 

el·e ~I • 

• 




