
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series IV: Sermons, 1914-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         155           55           441 
 
 

Embattled Israel, 1933. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



\ 

E ,1.BA:L1TLED I SRA.EL 
A s~rmon in the Suiri t of Chan11.tcrtl1 

By 
Ra ~o i ba illel Silver 

At 
Tr.1. '11 mpl 
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ABST ACT OF DRESS DELIVERED B RAB I il A HILLEL SIL R F.MPLB, SL 
• 105TH RE·T ON SUND Y ORNING, DECE ~ 17, 10~3. 
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Foolish people who live o t e i hery of Je i~h life so etimea 

the u ~ ti • • ul t J· Je surv ... ve? No 1 h 1th¥ people 

ever asks itsel sch a qu.e in. Its v--ry exist nee is 1 • own Just .i. fic tion. 

Lo 1 Je,s never asked them elves" sho d .e survive?M ut MBow can e 

bly re µu.rp fully?• 

The J w f ught _or hi surviv~ 

piri tu. 1 e · pons , • t arms :/ ins t h-

1 gions f Roe d ith acrifice td 

it _ hysical wei...pons • d w1 th 

of the Gre ""S and the 

t yrdo in lat r centuries . This 

st~~le for survi io.l s l tog t i;..r volunt ry. !he Je could have yielded 

to h·s environment over and ov r ., in · d s eel; hi lf untold suffering d 

perseuct on. He chose th n and he choo e nowt r.main himt el . He i shes 

to coope .. te • i th be world in v ry: phere o-r hunta.n end av r fr ly nd 

eagerly. He asks o~ the orld nly t J risp ct h s r ligious , 1d r ci 

int grity. 

Th Je ~ S11rvived through he s <illd i 11 continu t survive as lont; s 

he ill r • in true to hi own inner li ht , t o his i also justice, 

fr- dom and acP ; as lo ash will ve l ove for pride in loyalty to his 

ancient hari t ae and nculcat th in his chi r lli and as lon • s h0 111 

def n4 th' s ctity of th O ish o e , h ol • s o e . 

Hi tory has att 0 ted th_t no on canner e d th upo Isr el - - only him el . 

He i th ~rdi n of hi own i • ortality • 
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