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EMBATTLED ISRAEL
A Sermon in the Spirit of Chanuiah

By
Ravoi Abba Hillel Silver
At
Thne Temple
On
Sunday morning, December 17, 1934,
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ABSTRACT OF ADDRESS DELIVERED BY RABSI ABBA HILLEL SILVER AT HE TEMPLE, ANSEL
AND E, 105TH STREET ON SUNDAY MORNING, DECEMBER 17, 1933,

Foolish people who live on the periphery of Jewish life sometimes
ask the question: Why should the Jew survive? No normal healthy people
ever asks itself such a question., Its v=ry existence is its own Justification,
Loyal Jews never asked themselves "Why should we survive?® Lut "How can we
live more abundantly, more nobly and more purposefully?®

The Jew has fought for his survival with ohysical weapons and with
spiritual weapons, with arms against the .rmies of the Creeks and the
legions of Rome and with sacrifice und m rtyrdom in later centuries. This
stru gle for survival was altogether voluntiory., The Jew could have yielded
to his environment over and over again and saved himself untold suffering and
perseuct on, He chose then and he chooses now to remain himself, He wishes
to cooperate with the world in every sphere of luman endeavor fr-ely and
eagerly. He asks of the world only to respect his religious and r.cial
integrity.

The Jew has smrvived throush the ages :nd will continue to survive as lon: zs

he will remain Zmx true to his own inner ligsht, to his ideals of Justice,

fr-edom and pcace; as long as he will have love for pride in loyalty to his
ancient heritage and inculcate them in his children; and as long as he will
defend thée sanctity of the Jewish home, school and synagogue.
History has attested th.t no one can decree de th upon Israel -- only himself,

He is the guardian of his own immortality.






