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ONE GOD, ONE LAW, ONE HUMANITY 
And The New Paganism Which Is Challenging Them 

!y 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

At 
The Temple 

On 
Sunday morning, Jai uary 21, 1931 



The confusion, my friends, wnich exists in the world 

today is to be found not merely in t he p oli ti ca l and economic 

life of t he men of our nation but int eir spiritual and 

intellectual lives as well. en seem to have lost their way in 

the world, and nations too. The ancient landmarks have been 

removed. T'ney are oeing ignored. The t ested compasses have 

been thrown away and men are l eaving the great highways of 

human progress and are rushing into the dark lanes of the 

jungle in the hope of finding some shortcuts to s~lvution and 

to apoiness. 

Tilrough many centuries of 0 roping , s t ggling and 

experimenting , mankind ha s evolved a set of i deals which it came 

to reg,_rd as indispensable t o its pPace and t o its progress. 

It tried other and opposing ideals trough the long epocns of 

time and f ound tnem wanting and dangerous andtbandoned them. 

Unconsciously a t first and t hen consciously, through 

t e processes of trial and error, mankind outla ed these 

defic i ent and hurtful aims whic it discov red t o be objectionable 

and sanctioned tne others w 1cn it found constructive t o its 

well being , prosperity and its security. 

From time to time certain sections of mankind naturally 

proved disloyal to these social ideals. But always they returned 

to them in deep contrition, repentant, having suffered in the 
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violation of those ideals. From time to time, certain individual 

heretics would challenge t e validity of these ideals . .ia ind 

as a rule orushed aside th~se eretics, rejected them. 

But today, my friends, the apostasy from these ideals 

of the race has assumed menacing proportions. nole nations are 

losing themselves in the jwigle world. A furious spiritual 

and intellectual reaction has set in which seemingly threatens the 

very survival of those classic ideals of mankind. Paganism, 

heat1enism -- I am referring to intellectual barb rism -- are 

again strutting on t · e stage of t he world blatant, arrogant 

and belligerent. 

Dispairing men everywhere, and particularly inflamable 

youth everywhere are bein& drawn to the revived idolatry of 

tnese Gods wnich once upon a time were dethroned and now are 

once more re-enthroned. 

T"ne cl assical social ideals which we r e capitalized 

through human experience may all be encompassed in one general 

term, Unity. One God, one moral law, one humanity. All the 

great religions of roo.nkind had this unity at t e art of their 

mission and their message. All the eat religious teachers, 

preachers, prophets of mankind taught this oasic ideal of unity 

in one form or another, in one wa:y or another. Unitt! Out of 

chaos -- one Universe! Ou.t of polytieism -- One God! Out of 

inequality and injustice -- One moral lawl Ou.t of str gling, 

war ring people, nations and races -- One humanityJ 



-3-

t prophetic t eacl er, preacher, seer, poet was there 

that di d not enjoin this i deal of cosmic unity in the very 

core of his teachings r eth r it be .os s, Isaiah, Jesus, 

Mohamed, Confucius -- any of the grea t teachers whose teachings 

determined civilization. nreached the ideal of unity, one cosmic 

and social unity • 

.Among our people this ideal of unity was the dominant 

theme in the whole ideal of our race. Isaiah first exploited 

this domain of human values. Our religion began with Abraham, 

the father of onotheism and is summarized in the theme: 

''Hear O Israel, t e Lord our God, the Lord is OneJ 11 

This concep tion of the Unity of Go d is not a theologic 

conception, my f riends. Our people wa s never given to a stract 

theologic speculation and dry barren di alectics. This ideal 

of the Unity of God is an accepted axiom from which all rea soning 

and speculation is derived. 

T'ne religion of our people was opoosed to the ~ragm ntations 

of the Universe which w~s implied in polytheism. It proclaimed 

the belief in one Universe, t e creation of one intelligence and 

the dwelling place of one God. It thereby proclai med the belief 

that the Universe is a Universe of Law, of order, of purpose. 

It unified the world, gave it one design, one scheme and 

purpose, unified man ith the Universe and tie Universe with man. I 



-4-

And this -n ostul te, t is aciom of unity b •Pcame t"he o sis of 

all sci .nee. And tris basic postul&te ulti tely oecame tue oasis 

of all tics. ow, out of tris concept oft e unity of God and 

unity of the nivers, tlere evolved tHe id-aloft- e unity of 

marucind, ti e sol i ri ty of tr1 :u:: , r ce. 

·1 nen th re were many Gods, the rac s warred wi tn eacn other. 

Have we not all one Fat er ~ Wh., tnen should we deal treacherously 

witn one a ot.rer? All men are t.ne c~ ilo..ren of one God. Therefore, 

t.t1 r can be no superior d no inf rior r· ces -- only adv' ced 

d backw<.Xd r ces; no emi ently super· or r ci 1 stocks d inferior 

raci., 1 stoc!Cs . I ve oft rep ated t.ti· t f ou sayin .,. of th 

ra bis. God er ated only on Adam. He ::1ignt a ve created m y. 

T.t e r • son wa s t1, t no o e s al l be aole to say tn;-..t t I crune b tter 

stoc1e t you did. 

From this doctrine of t11e hu n race, tie quality of 11 

r ces has l> en challenged. A guastly w id a has arisen w1ic 

is fragmP tizin~ human life, w1 ic:i.L is te cning that all m n, all 

races are ot qual . Hi.tl r says: 11 All cultur 1 valu s, artistic 

scientific a d tee- ical nave been produced by Aryans. 11 This 

cultural blasphemy is ei1 tau01t i t e schools to the ctildren. 

Tney ar ueint; taught t11at t ey are t e "Herrenrasse" and t · t 

all th otners are "unterm ns· en." 
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This morning I read r new item f rom ~ 0 -·lin w} icn states 

that: 11 GPrr.ian sc ool oooks an history are to W1d rgo a tnorou 

revis on und r t.c. f zi .1. ordic Scnool of Thou t. 11 11 Hi story, 

indeed, 11 says Dr. ilrelm Frick, minister of pu lie instruction, 

11 Has to e ntirely re-written forte o nefit of the coming 

n rations. 11 History is now m rely a matter of prop 5anda. It 

is tie mPans of telling c ildr vhc t mi 1t 

11at s ould have b n written. "Europe 

vet· en place or 

is tory ,11 e decl rei, 

11 is ti e worK of 1,1 e ordic race. e adds tat records of originally 

J. ordic tribes, mon0 w 1icn .1 e i eludes , edes, Persians d H.ittit s, 

must be rad as acl iev-. nts of peopl s united by ties of kinsnip 

d th tI f' G .1.~mans. 11 de 6 08S on to sey t l t 11 C iP t Gr f".c( r d Roman 

history u.lso must b tr c t d f rom Lile .iewooint of for die i 1fluences. 

Incid ntally, t e d cline ~ d downfa l l of ancie t Gr ~ce must 

oe sown to be the result of democr tic c;ov~r -nt , and of the 

reluctc~nce of tne people to inc r a !· e and multiply. T 1e conflicts 

between t Romi p atricians and plebei ns must be represented in 

t e lig" t of cl ss wars. 11 

"Tn , orld W,.. r is to o tr ,.:,&. ted from tr e same st dpoint. 

It must be tau~ tint e schools t a t G nn y's resistance was 

only ov rcome by the poison of lib ~ralism di rxisci at o e. 11 

11 Since aoout one-t ird of all Germans liv a vroad, su cia 

attention is to be pai d to their doings, nor must it be for~otten t o 

stress the ~r ic ch ract r of t e re "'lOns ast of the Elo and 

beyond tne Vistula." 
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His er at ope is ti-.12.t 11 11 true ~or ciics11 ul ti. tely will 

t row t ... emselves into one "Sc. ic ·s t ls6 meinsc1 ft" (co::1-non ' te) 

wit Germany , ano. so oring Nor oic II oc .::u.ltur 11 t on rfection. 

Te following w·s iritten y G .. Ce terton forte 

H r ...... ld-· ri une .. agazine , called II I'n He 11- .Brew In rrnany. 11 

II S ffi m.c~y say, as a scientific fac t, t • t th re is in 

nortuer Cnina a well of petrole1U11 , VJe say the.. t t .c.r e is in 

north0 rn Europe fountain of poison." 

11 It is a fc...ct and it continu s to flow . It is rather 

ooviously no sense t o Cell it Germany. It is not rally s:~tisfc ... ctory 

ev n to c· l l it Prussia. It is rrru.ci mor sat·sftc tory simply to 

call it Pride. 11 

'It is a tnin5 oft e spi rit. It is not a tion; it is a 

n"'resy . It is i d al outsiu t e Europ an id al; '1Utside wI1at 

most of us would c· 11 ta orr:i' 1 nu.f3.• .n i 1. It is som t .ing lien 

to Europe wni c 

uA Fr nc· 
is 

op c , nnot di 6 st Plld d1d not d stroy. 11 

n is nroud o ~ Fr nee. But a Prus sian is not 

proud uecause h;{a Prussi He is not uroud, like Frenc.c crusa der, 

of wl1at his country a s done f or Ciiristendom. He is not proud, 

lik a :F'rench r vol utionist, of v11,. t h i s country ua~ done for 

huna.ni ty. He is simply proud of himself and his sort, a nd would 

e qually proud of tneir \VT c in6 Ch .. : i s t J1ci.om or er sl vines hurnani ty. 11 

"This is tu pro lem of Prussi : t1 · t eom thing un ·ptiz d 

d oaric r mains o O t n 1 a tions. Tn .... t is t · problem of · th 

l· st loud ·nd h st rical outore in G~rmany. 11 
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And s o t i is ideal of tue unity of humanity is tne subject 

of a tta c.:. And the i d::;.al of one mor 1 l aw .s well. Our r eligion 

evolved one law applicable to a ll men. '1He si1all 11ave one l aw 

applicable a like to t11e citi zen as to t i1e stranger. 11 11 And if a 

s t ranger s0journ with thee in your land, ye shall not vex him. 

But t he stranger t a t dwelleth i th you shal l be unto you a s 

one oorn amon~ you. And t nou shalt love nim as thyself; for ye were 

stranger s in the Land of Eg:r.pt. 11 

One law of justice f or c i tizen and s t ranger. In other words , one 

law of cnarity fo r tr e citizen and t 11e strant_ er . Ruti1 , who is not 

an Isc:.ra eli t e, is allm ed t o glean in t 1e fi ld of Boaz. 1 ny'? 

The law clearly and specifically sta tes that no distinct i on s1all 

oe made bet ween t he poor who come to k:) ean in t e f i ld and the 

stranger. 11 Thou s • lt leave t h em to the poor and to Lhe stran.-;er. 11 

It is not so in Hitler 's l and. Here t i1ey first take a 

citzen, -- oorn ci tizens who lived t here fo r centurif\s, and 

renuce t i1em to the status of strangers and subj ct these stran · ers 

to indignities and to discrimination and disadvantage . Tha t they 

have done to the J ws . A nPw l E~w is no..,, bein5 fornru.lated . 

Jus tice is ueing made suoservient t o t1e rank and status of t e 

individual. Among our people and among all of the grea t civilized 

peopl s of t11e world, t h re is one aosolute mf>asure of justice 

for tie r icn and p 1or, f or tie noble or plebeian, for t 1e King 

ad t e commoner. 
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aboth • d a vi n~yar d . Al a , i{i r G of S,. . a ri • , V\,·.nted t hat 

sam vi y~r d . But a0 t 1 tr asur d it b cau~ it 1 d b en in ni s 

family fo r many l o.. y a rs • 1td ne woul<1 not nart ,i t i it. T1 ing 

..,. a s unabl t o d :priv e ~ a.)O t ! of h is vin yard , l Cl r concil d 1. i ms lf 

t ote f2c t. J z 1, is wi f e, a +- or igi queen co trived t 11r ou t;h 

tric ry t ~ 1 ' 1 ve auot .. 1 slain and a ve t h vin y rd. For this 

t.r nrop .J. t El ijah r cl.~o i sn d Jab o.Hd .... i d : It Some da: dogs ill 

1 ic ,. y our ol ood. 11 

U iver 8al l a w, univ rs 1 j u ti ce tor a ll lie. Lon 

o f or t 1 r omans e1ecl c.1.r d 11 :F'ia t j us titic .. • t co lum11 (Let j us ti c 

b doe ev n i f t J. ... . .1 av e> ns ..:'all), t 11 J sci cl· rd: "Jus tice 

aoov 11 c.nd aJ ove Ll el s e . Lt Lne 1 cut ti ro'llt£h t e rn ow t ir s . 

otLi >J nm.s t s t and i nt e way of i moortant uni v r s .1 equality a nd 

justice. t s o in tlitler 1s 1 d. Tle O is no justic t re . 

Ti Pr is only mi t ~nd ~orce. d i f y ou t i 1 I a.11 exai:;,~ r ting 

1 t m r a d to you as nt i ce f rom one of tJJ. sn ec es of t 

t -azi sno.cesma , Col. Co st · ti Hi rl: 11 T ....... r is only 

0 i ·npartia l jud a o t e 'ations . " C'4 , .11 0 do you t r i 

t t is, God ? 11 T 1 t is succes s . D_vi e ju;" tice ards t he r i 5ht 

i.. d will • -:.v tot stran _r . 11 i s t h e 1:r t is sue t i • t r 

to f i u-· t wi ti1 i n t} -ry roxi. t f utur . Tn e J :i sh i d""al, the 

Christi i d a l, t · er lig1 ous id 1 of on l aw f or a ll men 
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entrenc es a in nis rig1 ts ,~ dprer -::ati ves, i er ases is 

di ity, mak shim imnort' t. Tne n cone ption , t 1.1.at ju£ tic 

is only t11e ri ght of t :.C .. . stron6 , simoly d isfra.: c ises tne man , 

mruces 1 im tn ·) r y to tl e dictator , t 1 ru.te , t1 e scrupulous . 

, uen t1 e St, te is a ove moral L... , Vii n th Sta. te i t - i s 

t n t it can b cruel aid unjust ad tyr nic· l, just so it 

services its ow end, wnen ". clas s or a par t y s· ys t .. 1 t it is 

justifi d i trar.iplinu· on m r"l law i order t0 r ac1 its own 

ooj ecti vcs, t ' n man is cor!ml tely at t.L r.ie rcy of CI· nc dis 

victimiz d. ~ ere are no free peopl 1 ft . You ar fr e o ly 

a s your life is prot ct d by law. 

T1 r :·or th • ndi vidual i tn v; rld toa: y s 

tr r.i ,ndously lost out v ryv1 re xc p t i d mocr ci s . In 

Ru~sia , taly, er y, t1 vorth o: ti inoiv·dua.l n s decli1 d. 

u rao is statai tnat '.,an 'll s mad l t e L -·e of -.,, od. 11 

Tod;,y ina.ividual um n ri .: ts st d fo r not i • 1.russ0li i 

decltr d : 11 1 do not o li v in the sanctity of 11umau lif e. 11 T ey 

in~ sacrificed by t tens ~ d _ ll'!l reds in ord r to i c ..:·eas 

of ti diet t or. rat is t xt tr endous is sue 

ov r va ic1 b ttl s Ii ll be f ouu t 1 d t1 individ 1 will co 

mer ly cog i! t 1 e 11 n 1. 

Lastly, my f ri nds, i t! id al of orot1 rl ood d nµ C • 

ot l l men ar er at d qu in 1 alt1 nd i t llect. Som ·r 

mor f ·v rd d mu.st ssist ti 1 s f·vor d. ~ n's sunr ne 
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task is to 1li 0 nten, to 1 v&t t v~ l ys , to str n tr n t e 

w , to 1ove, ti m lv s, t-J. , stacl s and dis bilities of 

nviron .. ~ t. But tiL· t t oo 11 .. s o~ c " l l ged. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

lis ew 1 .resy mea s t • t tiie stro ,:)-=-r nc.:.tion sn 11 stra .:,1 

tl e ; ate r. 'J:nat means t rnal lorifica tion of w·. r. Franz ·,1er 1 

d 0 cl,~red : 11 In pre- a r d-. ys in Europe sol di rs ~ - _ c1 s b cause t1 ey 

1, d to. o ooys of tw 1 v warc1L fo r tne ftL1 of it -- d o 

they ors11ip t 1 e un • ~orm. 11 

; are JaC at, in i ti e jun.:;le orld • nd t ' i heresy • ~ainst 

o :umanit y , on law, ·s r suonsible for urin in0 many ueopl 

in ti tion oaci to t1 .. ~ orimi ti ve jm gl . 

Hitl r is not ve s-tisfi d witn ~ tipatizy. 1 t. t is I a tr d ? 

e C, ys : 11 i"· tred is r.ior dura 1 t .. a n tipati1y and the 5en .r · ting 

power of t,r 1.t c ange is 1 ot so mucl insig11 t a s s teri II H st ri 

is wna t you n ed to adva c , to make uro6re s s. So b.::,at t e drums, 

souno t1~e tom toms in a f ury of madJ s s. ht \'ill m • e G r many ·r • t . 

Contr st th l s ul d.re of ;.• tr d • nd ' . t ria of tn 

can io 1 @ d of tne m~dicine o tried t o cur a ll the illnes s s 

of tH 1,ri o oy d ci 0 mad a.~ ce , co1trast t is Pw T)a anism wit 

tH c lm st ·dy .alt d i u. a ls of r lie:,io ,iic.t ... I rP d from t1e 

1 V nt1 ~rpt r of Isai tni nor ii • • 
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Aud t1 ere s1 all come fort.r1 a s •J0 t out o-t~ t.::~e r- toc~ of Je~se, 
d a twig sna.11 6row fortl out of h i s roots. 
And th sp i rit of tne Lord siall rest unon 1im, 

Tue snlrit of wisdom and understanding, 
Tne spirit of counsel and mi gi1t, 

T:ne s:piri t of •:-. nowledr::e end of the fear of the Lord. 
And his delignt shall be in the fear of the Lord; 

And 1.1.e s.t 11 not judge after l ne si ght of 1 is eyes, 
either de c ide after the nearing of his y 0 c,,rs; 

But ith ri sateousness shall he judge tne poor , 
d decide wi t.r: equity f or the r:iee ~ of the land; 

.Aud ne s.i al 1 smite tne la11d wi tn tne rod of 11i s mouth, 
And wi tn t ' e bre&.th of nis lips si1all 1 e slay tie wicKed. 

And rig1 teousness s 1a.ll oe tx e 6 irdle of • is loins, 
Ana. f ait1fulness the g irdle of n.Ls reins . 

And ti.18 wolf sriall dwell with the lamb , 
And t1 e leopard SLlall lie down wi ti1 the kid; 

And t e calf and tne pmmg lion ana. tl1e atliut, toget11er; 
d a little c1ild s1all lead tnem. 

And t i e cow and tie uear shall feed; 
Their youue, ones shall li F down to ~ t1,1er; 

And tue lion snall eat straw like t 11 ox. 
Anci t.ue sucking c i ld shall play on th no l of the asp, 

And t11e w.::.aned c1ild siiall put his i .1.ar d on t · e ·oasilisk's aen. 
T11ey snall not hurt nor destroy 

In all ty Holy mountain; 
For tn earth shall be full o · the knowl dge of the Lord, 

As t r e waters cover the sea. 

There is th t r al stru&gle, my f ri nds, u ... a.rkness or 

light, w1i ty or fragmentization. Tne stru~ le of tomorrow wi 11 

be much more si ificant. :1 r ind mw:· t set about n!·eparins itself 

for this new stru~gle , this terrible plague sw ping over t1 world, 

thi s spiritual di sPas e . .Ad unlf>s s it is checked , it is quite 

possible tha t Ce dictators a nd. tyra ts will somE> day dr nee a 

dance of tl e macabre over tne gr av s of r;iankind. These classic 

ideals of civilization will go down to utter defeat -- 0 e God, 

One Law, On .Hw ani ty J -- ti e ar th stand ds a rounc wnich 

every ~i vil ized id al out,;i t t o rally mor t iJ..an ever o fore. 
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