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HE I T i 

y 
Ra bi A illel Silver 

At 
Th I'empl 

On 
Sunday nor i g, February 4 , 1934. 



T e answer to the qu 0 s t · on, 11 Vllio is the id 1 r.11c.1.n '! 11 

or 11 ,'rho i s t~ e i d 1 , ,o n ?11 dep e ds, of course, upon your 

philosophy of life, upon your co~cept of what you consider 

man's destiny to oe. It depends upon the social milieu i n 

which you live --upon the dominant current of t i ought in 

t e age in which you find yourself. For it is t e out

standing need or condit i on of an age which determines the 

type of man or oman mo s t sought after in tha t age. 

For ex.mple, in tne age of struggle and conflict 

when the warlike quvlities a re most in e and, the warrior 

would be t i e ideal type of man. All oth r de ir ble qualities 

of character ~ould oe suuordinated to pnys ical urowess and 

bravery. The perf ect soldier wruld be tne ide 1 man. And 

children's minds would b e influenced by the milit ary traditions 

and t ey would be tau • t at ho e or in school t o emul ., te the 

example of tne warli en roes, tie i "ea l type of man. In a 

country like Germany, tod y, f or example, t i s type of 

i s gain uei ,~ i eld up for t e emulation of t he rising 

gener~tion. The soldier is ag· in being exalted and 

ap t eosi zed. 

Ther e w r other · es wen aw ried and spent world 

turned way _rom t e cnaos which strenuous military chievem nts 

1· d brought about ·nd turned to the monastic life, the sc tic 



-2-

life. 1 en tne soul of man was tired, 1e was accustomed 

to seek refuge and peace for nis soul in solitude and 

in that age, we exalted a ew type of man, a saint -

the man who turns nis back on all worldly ac iev 0 me1ts, 

unon conquest or tri h, who leads a quiet saintly 

life of c~ntenpl~tion Uld piety. Here a new set of c racter 

values is extolled, a different mouel set up for the admir· tion 

and emu.l .:. tion o the yout of t11e cowitry. 

In the Age of Chivalry, it was a mixture of these 

two tyl'.)es; of tne of milit· r, prowess and t em of 

moral rectitude, tn.e man who combined courage Vii th courtesy, 

bravery with good 1ers, tne Rola d or the Sir G lahad. 

.na t was t11e ideal type of man. He was tne synthesis of 

Feudalism and C' r 1stianity t · e oelligPrency of the people 

of fostern Europe mellowed by the wors ip of ~- ry, the 

other of God. 

In the Victorian Era, the i deal man w=s the ,an 

of property , the suostantial important of property, 

the successful man of affairs. He w· s the product of 

triwnpnant bourgeois society of the ineteenth Century. 

Among our own people, for many centuri s was the 

man who combined 1 arni with pity -- t e ZadiK. The 

model 1eld up for emul tion • s tie Z dik, the scholar, 

the man of piety. 
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Ev ry g ·nd ev ry volution re lly nroduces its 

o ide=l type of L n. 

Simil arly tne i deal type of \' om· , rid witn tne ,; s 

d reflected tr gPs . T e :n· triarcns of tne Bi le. s ,.~r 

eber•ca, Rac1 el, Lean, De orah, Ruth -- t ... P domi s. t ...... . ,miliar 

figur s of the Biele are v•orlds removed f rom, say, the Gr ek 

id 1 type of v oman -- Helen of '11roy, Sapp 10 or t e tair 

spasia. And th-,:.se again are as fl r removed fro:n. ti1e tyoe of the 

aust r Ro::1· r me: tron a s tne Roman m ...... tro was totally differ nt 

ram t1 E- cloist red nun or J.J te 1 s B a trice or tne J e Austin 

type of Vi ctorian woman or t1 pioneering o n of our, st or t' e 

fr e al d equal types of our mod r.J! WO .. r ood. 

,/j t is id al , th r '-fore, for o a ~e is not n cess rily 

ideal form ti1er . T11e i deal man '1r woman is t1 e one no most 

adequately ~ ets til social r uir ;n nts of nis or er ge ad tne 

conditions of tn sori ty i1 w icl n or sne finds nims lf. 

r re r c rta in qual ities, en rally sn~aking, nich 

re •• irly con!=:tant i1 the r· c 1 s estirnL.t of tl e ideal m • d 

woman. I s y, gen r lly sn E- in6 , fo r ti re • 1· si ificant 

xceutions . B auty in or::i." , courage in • n y re s 

univ rsal qualities as you ~re l i~ l y t find int e rac. T ey 

are oiolo~ic a!d instinctive ru1d, ile prPf r nee w snot &l • ys 

iv n to ien in the soci·l timate of all culturPs of our 

p opl , n v rt1 el ~ ti ey r fairly co stant t,~r ougnout the 

world. 



is vr-tin. 11 

Our BoJk o.r Prov r s says: "Gr, ce is 'a ls r nd beauty 

evert1 eless \1 en tne writers of t11e Bible i • v occasion 

to spea of woman, t ey lways tat<:e tle trouul to ooint it out. 

Of Sar , the :Bi 1 sc ys: 11 S e e.S v ry oe:: utiful. 11 Of Reoecc· 

old Eli er said: 11 d t1 e girl as 5 0 d to look t... In t · 

c s e of R c1 ... el, ti ... e v ri t r of t1 e Bi 1 S? S! 
11 ,. e girl was 

b rutiful i fo r m c?nd f ir t o loo;.c u:1on. 11 Her sist r Le r Wb.S 

not so fir. Jacob, stra l y en ug1 , f .11 in love with c el. 

::C,pauty i r oman, co ag in r.u...n . 

1
1 er ~re ot er li ties whic1 ar ... "airly co st.1I1t in 

r.1an . Of some o~,.., ti se I , nt to ~pea this mor i1 g . Let •ne 

rad to you tl d scriptio oft e id al r ·n s envisaged by a 

oPmoer of our race t I t y- f iv . c 1 turie s :::..-.;Jo . I w0 11 n lLce t 0 nave 

you contr st t1 e i d al - of t v,e ty-fiv c uturi s eo ith t e 

o !it y quali ti s you v:ould include ideal m o-f too -· d se 

in your cone pt ion of an iue 1 

llo , nee for t1.. tn oloGie langu.a e i ... W1J.i e it is writ ten. 

H t.t·t walk ti uprir11tly, • d or .. t ri 1 teousness , 
lQ. S_p 0 t1 t Ut· i iS .. - rt; 

T1.1.rt 11' t i .. Il') er u o 1 is to .ue, 
:or cot vil to~ i f llow, 
• or t, .A tH up a r pr Jacn • t.:., i 1st i. s 1 ~Hu our ; 

In \ 10s 0 ey s c. vil . o rson is d rnis d, 

But 1 onour~t1 t1 m t1 t t fp r t1J. Lord; 

H ti • t s·. ar tn to ni s o m nrrt, • d ·i not; 

r th urioe 
t do ti t s 

out t, 
r:.., i st 
t} i u- s s 

oc 
V ov d. 



Sb ted in mo crn t PIT!l S t1 is p elmi s t ii cor-o or .. tes the fo l lowi g 

q 'lities: ju ti ce, t .. :u.t .1f ulne , LCir dlL _s~ , o or ~ 1 d cour · e. 

1 ... c::e 1101 ci ood to ,;, y, after t ,· Pll ty-f i v nturi s. 

L0 t !TIP. !: a d \Lr t a r :ut or t . h Lty-si C l turic.s , t;.,o 

l eld up r, s t i. ie i u. [ 1 type O ~ V oma .... n a. s e 0 any qu.aliti s y u 

·.roul rl ~ y • re presi:> t i y ur co c u tion of t r e id0 ... J. wom· 

todc:.y: 

A wo . an of valour who cwi find? 
For Ler price is far a uo e ruoies. 
Tn eart of n r husb.:nd doth 

safely trust in Her, 
And ne nat· no lacK of gain. 
She doeth nim good nd not evil 

11 tne days of .r lif e. 
Sne seeKeth wool F-nd Tlax, 
And or~et willi1 6ly it n r 

ands. 
S11e is 1 i[\'- t rnerc ant-s· ips; 
She orin~ ti r food from af~r 
S1 e riseth a.lso 1 ile it is y t 

nit' t, 
d ✓iveth food to r ou~e old 
d a portion to 11 r maidens. 

She considereth a field, d buy t 
• t ; 

, it tne fruit of 1er ands she 
plantet vineyard. 

s· girdeth r loins wit st r n ·t , 
.And maketh Strong ll r r ra1s. 
S.r e p rcei vet th, t n r mere ciise 

is good; 
Ht:>r lamp go th not out oy i .ht. 
S1 layet1 1Pr ds to tn distaff, 
And 1 Pr ands nold t · sp i dle. 
Sr e sttetci1etn out i r 1.and to t 

poor; 
Ye , s 1e • c1 et fort 

to tl nee ,.. . 
Pr i an s 
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S11e is not afraid of tr e s~1ow for 
n r ouser old; 

For al 1 h 0 r nousenold , • clot1 ed 
with s carlet. 

S e mB..t-C t ' for herself cov rlets ; 
Hr clot~ i rg is fi lin ~nd purple . 
} er :usob1 d is iO'lO'I u in t e 6;-,t s, 
'hen e sitteth amo O tie el ·ers 

of tne land. 
She maketh linen garment s c...nd selleth them; 

d deliv retl gir<....l es unto th 
mere iant. 

Str ngth and dignity ar e r clot ing ; 
Ands e lau eth at the time to come. 
Sre oneneti er mouth ~ith isdom; 
And tie law of k indness is on Pr 

to gue. 
Sne l ooke t well tot ,~ ys of er 

ouse.t old, 
d .atet not t e brerd of idle.es s. 

er c·1ildren rise up, ci c all 11 r 
blessed; 

Her USOc.nd, lso, r rd e or aiseth 
l Pr; 

"~an daui) t rs have done val· antly, 
But tlou excell s t t1em 11. 1 

r~ce is de ·eitful, ado aut 
ut woman t ut fe·retr t ie 

Lord, SHe s.ciall ue praised. 
Give r o ~ t.P f ruit of 1 r Han(ts ; 
~1a let er · or£ s praise n r in the ~&ts. 

R duced t o its simplP t r rns, tie '""uthor reg,.r ds as es. ential i n 

t 11 -oortra it of th ld al mman t se qualiti s: I dustry, comp tence, 

symp ,.. t1.y, str~th o· ci c ract r, di it •. d 1isdom. How ,, ny of 

th se qualities c""n we car ry ov r i to the • wenti th CE>ntury ·r 

Lt er ad to you poem which a pot oft e l a t century rote 

in tribute tot' perfect wo n ands e o~ similar many attributes 

t P author o t e rinete nt1 Century A.D. 

Fift Ce tury B.C.E. applied t t es 

d t ne aut or of the 

woman. 
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PER] CT .10 Wt 

She was a p antom of delight 
nen first she gleamed upon my sight ; 

A lovely a~pari tion, set 
To oe a moment • s ornam nt; 
Her eyes as stLrs of twili5h t 1 a ir; 
Lil~e twilight's, too, ler dusky ha.ir; 
But all t:ninbs else ao out }1er dravm 
? rom ' 1 ay-time a1 d tr1e cheerful dawn; 
A dancing shape, a1 i ma0 e 6ay , 
To haUl t, to startle, ;1nd. Wc.ylay . 

I saw her upon nearer view, 
A spirit, yet a Wom&.n too1 
Her housenold motions light .. ~nd free, 
Ana steps of virgin lioerty; 
A cou11tena nce in which did mee t 
Sw e t records , promi ses ·s sw e t; 
A crP c...1. tu1·e not too bri6h t or L "' ad 
For h .1an nature's daily f -:, od; 
F r transient sorrows, simple wiles , 
Praise, blame , love , kis ces, te·-rs, and smiles. 

Jud no 'J I s ee wit .1. eye serene 
Ti.1e vFry pulse of tr e mac- J.ine; 
A be i 16 brec-~t i 1 g t ouo tful oreath, 
A tr · veller between lif e t~d death; 
Tne r eason f irm, t11e t ~mperate will , 
Endura.ll.ce, f oresight, strengtn, and siill; 
A -perfec t , ·oman, no oly planned , 
To warn . to comfort, ad cor:unand; 
And ye t a Sp rit s ti ll , n.nd right 
'Ii t somet· in0 of an6 elic lig 1t. 

When you analyse tni s poem of 1/ords orth, -1i s conception of the i deal 

woman, wua t do you find: T1 a t tr1e ingredients are i dustry, sympathy, 

stren&t 1 of cnuracter , competence m d wisdom. 

~hy this a.mazin5 simil~rityr cau e, Ill.f fricn s, 

after c..11 is said done, lif e and ti1e needs of man -w.sn•t ci nt:,ed so 

furdarnentA.lly in tl se cycles of time . Life is s ti l l a sober and 

earn1?st affai r, " vez·y s rious ousin ss . It i i:; till a rd stru,gle 

wit11 reality, a serious or oblen of • djus t ments ,_1 d relations' ip, and 



-8-

ad it requir s just ti· ::, se qualities of · :u.nau daracter, comp t ce, 

sympathy, d.i nity, p rsev ranc , tact ;_,1 d 'cindliness . 

y nt' r q_ual i tiPs a of course des·ru.ble, orilli?nce, 

c a r m, ci uty, intellect. But tl1 se a A· e t ie roe.Ks upon wi ic.c1 t· e 

stru gle of sociLl st bility d nu'Ilan lllitJuiness can be uil t. 

• o , of course , t h~1·e s ll'J id.::. 1 rru:.i.n or idi::. ~l womu.n li ving , 

exc pt of course i f it !aoue s t o ue your husv~ d or your wif e. 

i, en are no anwels and wome1 ,.i_re worn n . de ar all hc! t t e 

raoois call - c.v ra6e n.::ir sons. . 1 is made o ... rth and suiri t. 

"Adc.Un11 m ans ea rt cl ~Y c;. d olood. .A:l a. i very t11 r is 

t · ; t ·:i ic' is i:>artl a.1 d lo ly d t~e lJod of n- • io d lus t. 

s • ue f rom man, f lesn o his f l sh, oone of nis 

bone. , o::ian was f, tshioned out of t' e ri of out of 

t 1 rib r T:i e \'.i se men amon6 t } e ra bis expl ined why wo n was 

fashioned ou t of d:.un 's rih God didn't want to :fashion her out 

of his head because ten she would be too proud. H didn't 

wc.nt to f· s1don ner out of his eye b cause she rnuld see too muc . 

He didn I t v ... nt to f asnion her out his ear o c· se sne would h a r 

too mucu. HP didn't v:ant to f a s ion ier out of is m0uth b cause 

she would t· .l too mund. e didn I t v. 1 t t f a silion r froc is 

• nd bec8us she ulo touch too nmch . He didn 't want to fashion 

er from is f oot b cause she t0Uld gad about too r.rucr. So God 

f· s ion d her out of • s rib so tn t she would be hidden, mod s t 

nd rptiring. But 11 His p l us 

little of v ryt1in~ inn r. 

r set t au t. Tn r is a 
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evert ele s s, Goa. m:• de rnan i 1 t · e ir:iage of imself. n re is 

som t r.1.i g 6.ivine, a divi e ur~ , a divin impul se r1ic d:, iv s mc'.:.n 

heu.v m·,ard , w} icn moves n i rn to ove r c ome t u s t lirni t ~ t i ons of is 

lif e, to rea c out be; o d • i s num .. " r a c 1~ . 

of ID' l • 

no :nan is i ci .~ 1. .du t ·1an <' ' n reacu 

unpardonabl sin i s not in not beinc; i d al, 

ill~ t is ti e 5ra11deur 

out c1f ter b.1.e id r .1 . Tl e 

ut in not s tr i ving 

d rea c.ning out for t.L p i n a nd noble. J. a t, t n.e , is t1 idea l 

in life i t1 e qu 0 st of wnicr m ~nd women app roxit1a te tl e i d a l 

in life . w a ltn and n o er or 

fame or gr c-a t • ss. After a ll, t e se are n t v i t1 i n the r ea c1 of 

verybody out in th r ac1 of only a f ew . A iv rsal i d 1 mus t be 

·onlic ble t 0 all. TJ e r i c today i s no l o • r t i e id al 

mouel of society. en of asy livi g C4nd priv .... te ~ ltn today 

a re mor or les s apolo 0 etic c. nd o t e defensiv. 

AI d tne idea l of po er - - nower over , om : Over otu rs? 

Tiat urin s H . r tac1 es ai d conflict ·1 d uit - ern s s r nd di sillusion

ment. 

F il, t is fa.me ? ow " y of tne t~o bi llion p eople 

tod y r e f a:n us r 10. no,·, lone ,. ill f, How ma y n ople 

li vin1:: today will b r memo er d f i fty y s from todny r How 

ma ny no lived fi f ty y ars a ·o do you rPmem r t od y 'f 'fl • t i 

f me : OulivionJ Tirn.t is t 1.1.e fa t of uµ rly v ryon . }!' m is 

0 p • Pn rrl, so t r an int. 
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'ie cannot all lJ e great out we can all be good. And t " is 

simple, old-fa s 1ioned, tLreP..dbare word, good, :perua:ps sums 

up t ne whole story. It certainly sums up t ne w1olP attitudPs of 

tue ~salmis t, of t.ue Bo ;~c of Wisdom, of ti1e poet. The good man! 

Tr e good woman] Ti1e good f._. ther 1 Tne g1od mo ther] 1rne good 

daught rJ Go '.) dness! 

One of the grea t raoois, Yocl1a.nan ben Za ca i once called 

his discinles toge t ner and asked t hem what t e most nerf ct 

quality i s v.hich eac1 s ould choose for nimself . 11 \Vi a t is the 

thing whi ch a man should cultivate most in lifeY 11 One said, 

11 A good Pye.tt Anot e!· said, "A good co p ian .. n other 

sa id, 11 A g'Jod nei g1 .. bor. n l111e last said, ''A good hPart . 11 And 

t} e e,reat Yocnc4nan said, 11 I regard tHe words of Elazer , s oeing 

t e grea t es t spo:cen. All other words ar e included in his, 

a good .heart . 11 

Now we are accustomed t o t ink of goodness as somet1ing 

weak, as something negligible. Th, t is not t ue true meaning of 

goodness . Goodness is the crovming of a li f e- l ong bui1din~ of 

discipline. To be good} That rnea1s to leasn your sel ishness, 

your an-pet ites, to suppress your er;oism. Tna t is no easy t i ing 

to do. It means t} e curbing of your nassions , to enl · ge your 

world of sympath ·es, to include ot:n r p ople in the sphere of your 

1 if e, to cul tim te your spiritual sens i tiveness, to xtend t ''1a t 

good all about you. 

be good. 

, ... t is w • t I ah ays und 0 r toad to 
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o oe ~~1d, to be 0 1tl , to ~no uity, to rcsuo d to l0v , 

to be c1 ritable in our judgm nt. To oe good i s t o b jus t, 

honoraole and fai r in our nealinbs. To ue 0 00d IDP s to be 

s t ron6 , to oe stroug in nurpo s e, to be stronc: i1 conviction, to 

be stror v in tempt tion, t oe stro g in tie face of opposition, 

to oe s t rong in trial, to stro g i de ,· at, to oe c::.tron6 in 

victory. T t is to be good. 

To 1.>e good, my friends , mea11s to be a good artisan , a 

good crafts1:i , a goou 1-- orer, a ~ood f~.r mer , good merc1 t , 

good lawyer -- good in wlatever ts~ d sti y • s ssi ed to you , 

r g~rdless of now humole 

V r y f ~ ac ieve 

e t ask ay oe. 

full measure of thi ~oodness . T ose 

mPn d worn n ho re ch f ter tre idP~l a o Pnjoy a fullnes s 

and vitality of livi 6 w.tich is a olessin · to our c::. lv s nd 

to tnose wnose lives touc' ours. 11 

from Himself. 11 { ? IG (J •/< ~?l • \ff~) "hole p· iloso!Ji y is su·.un d 

up in tnos four \\ords • G ,d ness is its own n0urish::, ... nt, its 

o.n inspir ction, its m vi , VPr i tus, vit. It is tne inspir,,t ion 

of t} word t • t is t 

is a supreme id al . 

id al . A! d to my m· d, this g odn ss 

na o ... 0 n v ... ry fr uer tly called t minii t r to •n n 

nd worn n in ours of j:)y • I sorroVi. I • v fr u ntly s n 

wives w ose nusoa1ds w r rilli nt en, import·• 1t raen , • alt y 



me • d v:J1en t - eir husua!lds died , t r es of t ei r wives r mained 

i rd co .. mr ssed i bi tteruess a s if t!1e r !3E>nted t .1.eir 11us , ds 

in dP t1 ev n a s t11.ey i:ad i life, a s i f lif e J.a.d sor.ie.co roobed 

tnem of t1 e 'lloc. t precious tci us . l ' t Ot l18T ople s id coout 

1_im wa.s no c omoe.1sr tion for t . m. 

ds -:erP hu:nule m , ,.nose 

quie t \V-ys \/ere ui · era lded, wnose live s ccomplisHed o t 1.in 

pectacul· r or uar ticularly i mportant s we 1 um· ein s 

c::.sure icrpor t ._nce . , 1 en t .ir i uso· nds died, t could see ue1lind 

t e ric1 copious te .... rs of t1 eir , i VE: s IL~ 

of a :, • • elous p ride . I could lrnost 1 Par :1eir ives mutter as 

if i tri u te to ti1e den.. rted: HP was a. H I . 

good manJ Deat could 1 ot roo ti em, .1~en lif ~d not ! Li f e 1 d 

uiven t ... ern ti r ou t:..1 tneir life's co:no 1 ions1 .. ip, t · e nos t nl c-c sure 

r icn li+- C o+ er. Goodnes s expressed i tne Ui 1' pr s ce 

of a 1 um in • T L uc of a 1i6uer i d a l! I C' 'tJ 

1 11 n you t iru<: of J O Jo t. i.er, WJ. ' t ua.l i ty in f" .. r life 

stands out r S th mos t r v _-- lin6 , f S ti.e d nr t q lity. Her 

goodne Gs . eruty divi ed . It is a comnosite . It is a tot l i t y . 

It is 2 fulln ss of . ei Su 1.. s ood . a. v: n your mot1 er 

too your f· ce oetween 1 Pr iJ.and , 1d s e loo d • t you, you w r e 

co1sc ious of 0 1P r di·nce, of good essJ Goodness! le • ed is t e 

Ii o i~ oodJ Bl ssed is t1. .ot1. r ,." o is 6 ood J 1 ,..~ ed is tile 

dau ter wno .s bood. lessed is t ri.e son •• ... o is )OO..J lessed is 

oraa.n 1 o t idnk t.u of r f. t er J trut o life 

is oo ss . 










