
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series IV: Sermons, 1914-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         155           55           448 
 
 
What Abraham Lincoln would say to Adolf Hitler, 1934. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



I 

HI' LER 

On ti Occasion of tn iv r sar of at E::rancipator 

Abb 1 Silv r 

Sunday morning, F ru.ary 11, 1934. 



It is now, my f'ric.:.nas , 12 years si ce t 1 P oirti of urru am 

Li col , and lmost 70 y ars si ce is deat Ti .. '" t i s a n riod 

lon..,. 
0 

oujl to exti ~is ...... t 11e m,:,,mory of ai.y ot er mortal. But 

tJ1e m mor y of or'-~1 am LincolI ecom s mor lu..ninous a d lo ving 

from year t oy ~r, d its r ,diance i er as s wit1 t ne nassin of 

y a rs. dafter all, is not tiat ine true t st of UPrs) ality 

and gr at ss. Doest lc1erny of tim corrode tna t o rso a lity 

and ultim· t ly s troy , or do s t e alc1 my of time ii c • ase its 

nr ciousn ss • 1d its uneal f rom one c cl ·-i tiri to anot r7 

I suppose t.1. a.t an i1 di idur 1 C n, i f l"" tr }: rd PllOU n, 

b guile hi.s own a , su r nis o g . rat i ()1 , ma.c it i 1 d I im 

amt ur o: ame or oopul,rit. 

i3ut you c Hno t D buil c.J d. suuori ti.1.e w oorn. Ti1 

future g n r- tions pass a v ry cool :u d objective c... d r 1 tl ss 

juugrn~ t u~o1 individuals. r - is o sp cial pl ·ding t iat 

t .r e ju1 
0 me: t s ks of ni story. If you .tl.c-V not y ts or 

qw.li t i s of br tress I ic1 L;)o to· .... rd insuring 1 or yours lf 

i nl':ior t al i ty, istor y ~orthvli tl. consiwns y u t o o 1 v.1.on 1 a. d stroys 

you. 

]o,r Abr· am Lit col 1, t · fs i u y ars 1 ·v o stow d ti 

ift of i~1ortality. .e1 will not 1 t him di 1,e1 n d • i m 

too r.mc1 i tr i r 1 iv s. Li e is ade sY1 _ t r • 1 no 1 r 1 • nev r 
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WIJ.enever m n t1 in.,.c tn.: t a Li coln lived runo :" t} em o c upo a ti a d 

si ared t ei r common cl y. . .. en vr.. nn ti ems elves at tHe :f ires of 1 is 

spiri tu.al nPart-J.. T1 ey .. indle t i ir torc1 s i1 all parts of tie 

world b .. its r 0 s. Yout is made strou6er and ag is made ~iser 

e1ev r tne t stamPnt of tnis r· n's lif e is r -read. 

A . t lif , my frie ds , i r si ificant not~ ~ ly for 

trutn in t e "or.ie or Y.ords of trul 

pe .. son lity at om in lmost ev ry 

civilization. 

en of et rnal 

rea t p rso , lity to make t iat 

n r ~t10 , i 1 · lmost ev ry 

In one of is letters, J: rar ; lin . L. ri t s : 11 I 1 • ve 

r C tly re d 11 i.s sp er s ,.. u pers, .... a. ti e m is true 

rom t.1 p f irst d y to ti 1. st . '1111° same philosop y and 

t ne same re soni - \, re rood in 1861 s in 1841 . II 

If one 1 uld r -rcr d all of .,.., am Lincoln's speec es 

a1 d J>c..i.pers todc: y, .I. ,·ould find tnat t · 1 y are tru in 1934 

t · same p i losophi es, t sr e re soni 0 a s 1. used i 1 ol 

and 1841. T}1e st of circumst~nces i C.;.1 sur ou.; ded Linro ln' s 

life, his philosopi y d re soni 1g, t L P. s t of ide s a .. d id als 

w· icn e orougut t play o t1 em, is t1 sam t i t holds good 

todc y. 

I f ct, on can say tat he set of circu.:nst ces which 

confronted Lincoln in 1861 is not really dif erent ~lall tnat llich 

co~fronts is d sc dants in 1934. nPr is almost ·n exact 



-3-

co ter-p rt in tne politic~l d social conditio s of 1is d ... d 

of our day. ~ne stru~ le ,- ich r t t U1 ion i twai a d w icil 

sent orot1 er against or t:a r i a war in 1861 co tc..iI ... issues 

whic again r e ti ir oainful apn aranc i tie mod r orld. 

le ideals whic en def 0 ded t en are at:;;.ain ein ., t r tened 

in our clay ~ d a= i need to be d n c. d. Race 0 sessions r d 

r ce n rs 0 cutlo s ar 0 L ri: e i tr e v orld. Intol 0 rant 

political p&rties lik . t i1e 11 .r""o otnin Party11 of Lincol I s 

da a.r everyw er spri1 giI .,. up tod y pr c..C1lin~ J. '· tred, div· sion 

nd. xclusion . 11
• lse and vicious co1 c p tior s of ricanism 

~re a g in o in0 snr ad. 

So t ' c. t Li col1 's li e, his tec:.c~ ... i s i a.e· ls nave 

a p culiar r~levccJ1cy to the a el : ich ·e fi1 d ours el v s. l • t 

rru:..dne~rn w ic11 e find in tr e world tod y, nicn is d Vf,..St ' ti iI e 

lif of :stlropean m tions today may be SU!Jr rized i o e v,ord 

Hitl rism. 71 at ar t.ae c· i f c1 ~ract ristics of t · is t 

re ar t o. First, t .. e su ypres~i on of democracy, t e sta:!I_p in 

out of lio rty • d fr edom; tnd t ob. r is racial i tol ra ce, 

r acial exploi t •; tion, r cial '!> rs cut ion. But th s t 10 re xactly 

t s 

re o 

f or r.i 

on t 

issues as i t1.. days of Li coln. t oottom th i . ues 

d tie s· e. Abr· am Li colr rPstled desp r e1 t ly 

dar d tr, ,~ic y ars a d nis life as ul tim t ly s crific d 

•· l tPr of democracy of 1 is tim . 

,fhy 1as t: Civil ar f'outi 1t: T.d. Civil ar Yas f ou~nt 



-4-

d.ir ctly to preserve t e Union, indir ctly to settle once and for 

all the question of w1-0 ther a race of men could be p rmanently 

d nied t eir : ranc ise, perman ntly enslav_ed ,ll a exploited in a 

la1 d wni c 1 proclaimed at tl e very heart of its exist nee, the 

doctrine tha t all men are creat d free and equal. 

Had th rac que$tion not mbi tt red t1 e ortl a nd South 

th r would not ave b1-::n any threat of secession. But t1e race 

qu stion w1ic involv d a fundamenta l definition of d mocracy, 

a d w ich ' the •nPrican ueople had for d cad s prior to the Civil 

,Jar fought q./ p rocrasti a t ion and dod J: in0 of ti e issue was finally 

forced by an i1 G_scapa le destiny to ma.:.ce a ecision. Is til idea 

of fr e dom and d mocracy v lid a nd is i t to b univ rsally 

valid? Can it be particul rly r stricted too race ? Are th re 

inferior a d sup rior races i S.nould th supPrior r,,,ces be cre Ll.t d 

masters '( Sr.1ould tne inf ... rior races o slaves ·r Should rica 

co.nn1i t itself definitely to t11° doctrine of the devision of 

mankind 'r Are lif , lio rty and tie pursuit of ha·opin ss r e.lly 

t inali naol r ights of man ov r w11ic 1 th St· te has no 

power of veto r Has the State t1 rient to tr spass on tne 

ri hts of m , to re:::c trict, confine nd, if necessary, to a olis 

th s rights w ic.i the D clar .... tio of Ind~p ua. nc reg· rded as 

inali nable and oeyond the jurisdiction oft e States ? 

Tn s w re th issues wllicn trouol d t r1 miilds of Lincoln I s 

g ner ction and wnich had to b fou~ht on th battlefield and 
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tnes ar t v-ry i s su s w1 i ch ar a ai arisi c: d trouolin 

t e minds of ~ n i1 our • n°r~tion d w ic, if t ey ar 

solv d p acefully, will at:::b. i hav too vi dicat d uuon t 

bloody fi ld of oattle . 

ot 

Let us see how Aoranam Lincoln aced is issues. Lincoln's 

faith in democracy, i freedom, int e quality of 11 men n v r 

for a mom nt wav rd t1rou .h all thos t rri .J le years of strife . 

xi to 1 o:n._"l,S Jefferson lo -t> r c-.m d t1 e D claratio of I d pe. d nc 

Aoranam Lincoln Wes its ost devot dad ~ost passio a te and most 

uncompromising champio . Lincoln would r p·ard a Fascist, if 

n lived tonay, wit t.n sam i stinctive a nori:enc 

th slav - c: aler of 11is da.y, for t 1 e Fascist thr at ens to 

trample unner foot t e s · m b ~sic ri~ ts l icn re dear tote 

n rt of Ar am Lincoln, t} indisuensibl valu s of num' lif . 

In 1859 - d liv-r d ·an <, r ss on t1 pri cipl s of 

'1~omas J ff rson . , en you rPad it you f el that Lincoln almost 

prop1~tic·lly and intuitiv ly anticipated our day and our 

problems . H~ wrote : 

11 Tn -ori cipl s of Jef.,. rso ar t · .1. J i::.finitio s i..• nd axioms 

of fr 0 soci ty. A! d y t t y ar d~ni d a 1d vt..ded , 1i tn o 

small s10~ of succ ss . 01 das1i ~1y calls t m I litt ri a 

g l raliti s. I ot r ol tly calls t. m 's lf- vident lies. 1 

And ot.t rs insidiously argu t.c at tn y a mly to ' sup rior rrc s . I . 
Tl s xpr ssions, diff ring in -<'orrn , are id ntical i obj ct 

and ff ct -- t supul nting t uri cipl s of fr e ov rnrn nt, 
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and r storing t os of classi f ication, c. t , nd le itimacy. They 

would deli.) t a convocation of crow d 1 ads nlotti g a~ainst th 

peopl . Tney are t h I guard, t11e min rs d sappers of returning 

d spotism . . e mus t repulse t em, or t ey will subjug t us . This 

is a world of comp nsation; a d hew o woula. o no slave must 

consent to uwe no slave . ose wno , ny fr dom tootn rs deserv 

it not for t,· c..ms 1 v s, a d UI der • just God, ca11 ot lon~ reta in 

it. ill honor to Jeffers on -- to ti w o, in tne concr t 

pressure of r stru le for a io a l i - nd single -p ce y a 

people, .tad t u coolness, f orec st, a d C nacity to introduce 

into a m re r volutioz ary docemPnt n ab tract truth, applica le 

to all m n and all tim s, and so to Pm al m it t r e t11at to- day 

and in all coming days it shall be a r buke u d a stumblin block 

to t.!.l v r tr bini:,.er s of r u.ppe rin .,• tyra1 ny d oppression. 11 

Over and over a 0 ain, t rou v- t · ta · of conf usion and 

clas inb of opini on, Ahra..nam Lincoln call d his neopl t o r turn 

to old f• st to t1 -oasic doctri es e unci·-t d in tn cl · rati n 

of 11 d p d nc , to t flt r a l t t 1 of t i1':..t doctrin , i=- cause t1 • t 

truth consists of just t •o t u i s : fi rst, t · . t ov rnm nts are 

i titut d amon~ en , derivi tn ir just pow rs f rom tie co sent 

of t}1 .•ov r d. Governments exist u c· use p opl c ... lled t · em 

into xist ce 1d }av ri • ts only because p opl runt t em its 

ri~ts . Gov rnm nts pos~ess no ri : t s otn r tx an those p ople, 
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citizens gr;. .. nt tnem. , GovPrnments have no divine rights any 

more tnan Ki s have divine rL .nts to limit the ri hts of 
. 

citizens, to say hat man may or may not do . Governments 

exist for tne Sb.t{e of increasing ti e rignts of t1 ... e citizen. 

itler ,nd fu~solini nave a different conception. There 

tne citiz n is mad th tool of the State. 11 Tl -re is no 

power oeyond the Stat e", said ,fuf-'~olini . Tne citizen must 

submit to the authoritarian aosolute and to the State . 

.nat is tne State ? It is a 1ation in tne hands of a 

fe individuals or of one individual. T t which . the Decl~rution 

of I depenaence denounced 150 years ag is· ain oeing pledged 

and is again gaining nopularity in our day . It has millions 

and millions of followers all over the world. Dict~torships 

have become v~ry popular in tne world today. This is the 

f irst es~ ential doctrine of tne Deel ration of I ndependence. 

Tne second is t1e equality · nd freedom of all men. 

As you enslave you neighoor, you enslave yourself. You caunot 

really oe free w1en otners are not. You cannot lie in an 

airti ,.• t compartment completely fr 0 e wi1il all about you 

men are enslaved politic· lly , conomically ·nd socially. 

Abraham Lincoln, in 1858 wrote: 

11 T.tlese co uniti s. v t1eir repre·entatives in old 

Indenendence Hall, said to tne w ole world of men : 11 e nold 

these tru.tns to oe self-evident : t t ll men are cre'ted 

equal; tn t tney are endowed y their Creator with certain 
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i li raole rignt s; t1 a t ar.io 6 t· s are life, liber ty, • nd tne 

pursuit of hap"1i ess." Tais wc..s tneir majestic interpret tion of 

the economy oft Univ rse. Tis wast ir loft, ise, 

and oble understandi ~ of tie j ustice of the Creu.tor to nis 

ere tures. Yes, 6e tle1nen, to all is creatur s, to tne nole 

greL. t f·- ily of man. In their e li te ed belief, not 1ing 

stamped with tne Divine i • e,;e r d liKe es was se.t into the 

world to e t r·odden o c1nd degraded a d imJ ru.ted o its ..-ellO\. s. y 

grasped not only t1e wnole race of man ten living, Jut they 

rea cned : or .. ard and seized upo tne rt - st posterity. T ey 

erected a ueaco to guide t ' eir c ildren; , d t eir c1ilctr n's 

chil ren, nd t J.e c1untless myriads 1 o s ould i1 aoit tr e e,.rth 

in other au s. ise statesmPn s they were, t ey ew tne 

t d f' ·t t P ency o_ urosperi y o reed tyr ts, .. d so they stablished 

th ..... se 6ret:. t self- vi d/:- t truths, th t en int e ist t future 

some , some faction, some int r st, snould st up tne doctrine 

tn·, t non but rich men, or 1.0 e ut nite r.1~11, or o but Anglo-

Saxon 11li.e men, rP -1titled to li! e, lib rty , d t e pursuit 

of nappi ess, t ir nost rity mi-" t look up c.. in to the 

Decl.~r' tion of I depe e1 ce d t COUl' to r new t e 

battle wnic t · ir f · t.n rs eg· , so ti..at trutn a d justice 

and m re ~11d all t, .. e and Cilris tiru virtues mi t not 

e xti bui~hed from tr l· d sot · t o n ·1ould re ft r 

dare to limit d circ1UJ1scrio t.u ure t uri ciples o nich the 

t mpl o~ li rt ·· s ein uilt . 
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11 T rue oti_i O of m -- tc o t · ou u t or t 1 politica l 

f..._t of y F.I Wl omso v r ut co .. ae l.:l.C-- t o t 1 trutns tnat • re 

You r y do u. tr:.i11 •1i t :C m 

you en ~s e, if JOU will but n ed tlesP sacr d urincipl s. You .. y 

1 ot 01 ly d 

to d at.t. 

... te, out you ma tak m d put me 

nil ~rete din6 no indi f re c to earthly nonors 1 

I do claim to oe ~ctuated in t1is co t~st by somPt4i g i i er t1an 

n xiety ' or of'"ic . I c r 6 e you t o drop v ry ::9 ltry a 

i si i f icr·nt t 1 oug.at fo r y 1 s succees . It is ot 1in ; I 

am ot1 ing ; JuQ.e Dou0 las is rot i · . But do ot dc$tro~ that 

i 1Jor t ~l mulem OT umcJ1ity - - tn claratio1 of k eri~t 

I dep na-nce 1.' - -a very promin nt sp a1{:e r, .. of rat vis ion. 

ora1 . Lincoln r • ect d t1 doct ri e f Sup rior and 

Inf rior 'o;.. C s. that ti.1 r . r cv 1c d races and 

oackvford r c s. H d.1d 0t s t up a y fic t itious id a of t 

aosalute quulit s ;. r as ttai ment was conccr ed. fn t h 

-o lieved w~ s t1n t i ve tn S c: m O '.' ortuni ti s of rm tr a d 

d v lopm t, men will r 0 ac' a f air e i c iviliz tion. 

1 xa d r St pp s, \IlO v s vice- ur s i nt of tne 
of tr1ut aay 

Corf o. racy a1 d o e o.c- t i1 orillia ... 1t min s/spo of t. 1e n w 

consti tutio w ic was • dopt d o~" the Conf d racy I t.. , in 

a sK you to b ..... r in mind t1 'JrOt.,r n o" tn azis : 

"The n- Co1 sti tutio · s put at r t fo r v r all th 

a it tin u etio.s r lati v to our p culiar i _stitutio, 'rican 

sl v ry . is , .. a s t i at c·us f t 1 t ruptur , d 
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1 d r tr volution. T1 nr ~va ili i d s .t rtai ed by 

Je • rso c d most of tn 1 adi stat s~en attn tim of th 

old Cons ti tutio wr:-r ti t tne e slaveme t of th ri can w r s wrong 

in principl socially , morally, d litically. Our gov .rnrn t 

is founded u pon exactly t uP opposi t id a; its fou.1 ti o s a r laid, 

its cor r s to.1i:> re c: ts, uuon t1 r ,. t trut tI r t t } e net>ro i S Ot 

the qual of t e w i te m ; tn t slavery -- suoordil ""tion to t 

it man is his utur~l, d normal co ditio . This , our 

n r ~over Pn~ , is t e f irst i1 tn 

t is 0 r • t physicc11 , p.r ilosop ica.l, 

i story of tLLe world ba sed unon 

d .1oral tru.tn. ne r t 

ouj cts of u.: . ity arPb st attai d ne t ~·e is c ~ormity to 

t · Cr r tor 1 s las aid d ere s. 11 

Slav ry 1L s x lted • to a pri cipl roor l ly s ct · o d by 

th a6.vocu.t .s of sl{ v ry, xactly as i tle-r • s xa.l ted Ary nism 

_nto a moral pri cipl. Auranam Lincoln in ~11 his sp ech sand 

addresses at acKed this doc t ri witn 11 t1e uo1er a t his co nd. 

In nis day you wi 11 rec 11 t r ·•, s 

just as 1 our ~y. It • s t n n call d th 

Silv r S irt rrty , 

n ricu • :h .. rt 

strange ho tn se reactio1· ry L-roups lways ar ·ot.,ate unto 11 

~ntvriE reacton· ry. I hisdyit asc·lledtle 11 Kno 

It is 

ric ism11 

ot ing 

Party. 11 It •: s a com ina tion of frat rn 1 ord r ~ d a political 

party. It • d lod6 s, seer t rit s, 0 rips d p < ,,ords. It \I s 

s er tor aniz tion. If ·nyo a ed t}-em r nyt in , th answ rd, 
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It was t.ne Ku ux Klan oft os days. 

veto say aoout it? He .rote: 

y. 

11u.t did Aor iam Lincoln 

11 I am not c Kno -notnin6 ; tnat i s c rt in. tlm could 

I oe? How can ~1y 01 1. o a;.i ors t11e o. pr ~siou oi' e0 ro s be 

in ~avor of de6r a din cl sses of lite · eopl f Our orouress in 

d generacy appears to met) oe pretty rapid. As a a tion we 6 an 

by declarin ti c: t 11 all men a.re ere ted equal." 'le now practic lly 

r ad it 11 ,11 m0 n 'r er , t d qu 1, xcept o-ro s. 11 nen the 

Know-nothings e;et co tro l , it /ill r d 11 all ::nen a re er , ted 

equal, except necro sand for i rs and C- t olics . 11 ' J .. en it 

comes to t n is, I shall pref r erni • r Ltin5 to so·ne country here 

tney ma.K o pr ~te se f lovi liberty, to Russia, ~or i LS tanc 

where d spotism can b taken pure, a!.1.d i t out t e case alloy of 

ypocrisy. 11 

I wish to God w 1 d a Lincoln today to d th that 

f • rle ~ ness a d oroad hu."!l i ty of n is. rica, u r aii.am Lincoln 

m irta in d, was built unon spirit and not uuon blood. Hitler 

says tnc.. t n· tionulism is a 1~.at ter of olood. Only those who 

lo g to the race __. of t e Arya s s1 ould allo •. d to b 

citizens . T1at is pr poster0us. This n w id a of nationalism 

wnich s b ens t up in r ny • s di sfrar chised hu.~dreds of 

p ople . Wh t cid Aoraham Lincoln tninK a uout t i onalism oas d 

on rac cult or lood ? spok o: tiJ.· t t oo on t e l!.,0urth 



of July i lb -8 to a ~roup of fellow citiz 1 s. 

s ia.11 close. 

it .. tru,. t I 

11 e nold t 1is a nual c 1 br, tion to remind ours lves of 

all tie tood doe in this nrocess of tie, of low it 1as done 

and v110 did it, and how we are istorically co .. 1l cted witn it. 

ins tnese, e d see ued olood from our .t ave 

"""nscestors amonb us Jer~ o.p s .cialf our u ople vmo re not u sc dants 

~tall of these nen; t ey a r rn n who h ve com from Europe, 

erman, Irisn, Frenc ·- nd Scandi avi , -- rne tu t 1 ~ve com from 

Europe t ' iems el v s, or w .1.ose unc st ors r ve come hit er d settl d 

u re, fi di 6 1,i ms lv s our equal~ in all tl i s. If t ey 1 0 k 

oac t rougi1 tni s ni story t trace tr1eir co ~ tio 1 :i t .1. tnose days 

oy blood, t 1. y find t ey v none, tl1- c ot carry thems lves 

back into t t Llorious Ppoch and e tI.c :J.C- lv s f..-el t • t they 

are nart of us; out w· en h y lool{ tnrou t · t old D clar·-tion 

of Inde:p n- ce, they find that those old m n saJ t t '' ie old 

th se t rut1s to bes lf-evi d t, tiat ~11 m 1 are ere ted 

equal''; d ti..1. n tn y f ..:.p l t • t tnat moral sentim nt tau nt in 

t o.t day, v id. nc st· ir r l Ltion t o those .1 n, t ·tit is the 

f ther of all mor 1 pri1cipl in t1 m, and that t hav a ri t 

tocl im it as thought· ey w r olood of th blood, ad fl s of the 

flesh, of t i ue ho rot ti .. t D-cl • r e tion; a d so tney are. 

T ll t is t n 

arts of 

1 ctric cord i tll' t D cl'r· tio t t lirucs th 

triotic ·1td li o rty-lovin m to~etn r, that ill 

li t ose p triotic n arts ·s 101 s tlie lov of fr edom xists 

in t.. mi ds of n tnrou.ghout tn :orld. 11 
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In other ·1ords i t is • n lectric cnord of ideals wnich 

li s tl .. P ci tiz 1s of t is nation. It is your fa i tnful ess to 

the oasic .;:icL..n :>ri ciples t t-t makes you an A!.. Pric , not race, 

ancestry, olood. Loyalty to its id als. t I s >wd • t m es n 

eric • 

I have frequ.::>ntly b e ""sKed, will lJTl ric e... go •1a.scist ( 

till meric~ 6 0 I zi r I c~n•t s y. 10 o.e c~n. E · ryt in~ c 

naopen in tnis ·orld. But I will say tis: t1 t merica will 

o azi or Fascist only if it ill betray A ranam Lincoln and ~11 

tht t he st')od for ; if it .., traJ Tnom"' s J ff r on ru d all tlia.t 

1 stood or; i f it tmnpl u r der fo ot ti t:, 1, r · tion of I a.P-

pe de ce a, d all t · u• t it co taiz d; if it tray Gorge ,as1in~ton 

d ·t~n snirit t.1r t w s his; if it betray t 1 PO ye rs of 

tr·di t ion of nopul r bov r , nt a1d t i e ri~1 ts of m n; w1e rica 

is ready to u trny its foun~ation, its co stitutiou, its sacred 

Bible, its re·arkable spirit, t e wisdom of a ce.tury and a lf 

of exp ri nc , you ·:::ir y just as ·, 11 go Fascist or anyt·~ing ls . As 

lon as t1 arts of the meric n peopl will r snond un fr id to 

tn s dy runic ,ords of Li col , Jef ~ rsoi nd Roos v 1 t, as long 

as it ill respond to tL lectric chord ic is i m ric n lif, 

so lonb is tis country s cure ~aizst ~~sci sm ~ d tyranny of l l 

inds. 

One tning we might 1 urn nong • n- "rom Abra} . Lincoln 

as tru t n , s wi lli rr to fi t, n n 11 c ssary i 1 t ese 

id als. He as not bo·stful m" . H s a :um 1 m , mod st 
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y ur -y s t o tros vO~stful i or~ . ou es, 

o o ..i els . . .. it 1 r , you , t 

insi :;.,ht into ti.le su:pr me gre '- t1 ss of ti is man. tr se 

·ori cipl s r i1 dan r of ing lost to t 1 .k ric, n opl, 

tis . ·n did not n sit t to lead a nat · on to w~r. It may oe 

n ce s s £ ry, rey f ri ~ d s, in our g n r tio1 to f i ht a ain for the 

pres r v · tion of ti. e s id als of 1 i f e, lio - r t y a d t ~ pu rsuit of 

.. o• i ss ru d t u e i I a li ab le ri o ts of man, fre dom a 1d d mocracy • 

and if l e 1 ve t1 e st r e gth d t 1 loy.=i 1 t y of 

Li 1coln 1e SI 11 oe a s n wac. 
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1 The new Constitution ha• put at rest for ever all the a&itating questions 

relating to our peculiar institution, African ala~ery. Thia was the immediate 

cause of the late rupture and present revolution. The prevailin& ideas enter­

tained by Jefferaon and moat of the leading atatesmen at the time of the old 

Constitution were that the enslavement of the African waa wrong in principle 

socially, morally, and politically. Our new gover11nent is founded upon exactly 

the opposite idea; its foundations are laid, ita corner atone rests, upon the 

great truth that the negro ts not the equal of the white man; that alavery­

aubordination to the white man--1• hi• natural and normal condition. Thia, 

our new government, ia the first in the history of the world baaed upon this 

great physical, philosophical, and moral truth. The great objects of humanity 

are best attained when there is conformity to the Creator•• laws and decrees." 

J'rom H.Abraham Lincoln" by Lord Charnwood, Chapter VI, "Secession", Page 179. 

•A• I would not be a slave, so I would not be a master. This emreases 

~ idea of democracy. Whatever differ• from this, to the extent of the 

difference, is no democracy.--A. Lincoln. 1 

From "Abraham Lincoln" by Lord Charnwood, Chapter XII, •The End", Page 456. 




