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.Al3S'l'RAC ADDRESS DELIV.CRED BY RABBI ~- HILLEL SIL 

iSEL D E. 105th ST.BEET 0 Y . ORNi l G. 1 1934 

T 

In b·s ir t o ve Austria f rom be1 absorb d by G rca.ny, 

Dollfuss has n destroyed th• Austrian Republ ic d set up a =Bcist St te . 

He h: s 1-- st"d the Social D CJocrats out. of power be U&'-'YW< .. s of heavy r tillery 

d caano but he baa not olved the olitical proble of Austria. The 

Austri Nazis will co tinue their agitation for a oerger · t, the G 

teich d force ill now b aug e ted y t e hosts of n ies which llfuss 

de by hi rut· l ssacre o men, women and ch11 eia. Dollfu.ss wil l ot 

1st lon . If the. zis ti co trol of th ~ ov .rnm~ t ands ek to 

coordi • te Austria it· .any. t 1 _·e ill b i ope unless a • 

i n the F. r k.ast b t een Russia. , .nd J pan <.J.I1tici_ 

The st;A,tu.s quo i n Austria can oe mai t a ined only if the re t 

powers of Europe gwr~ tee its politic independence nd solve its 

desp~r· te conomic problem by est blishin sooe form of customs union 

amonc all th st~tes in the V lley of th Danube . 

The Socialists of Austria a re de ening of the high st or i e 

and a ir. tion from .. 11 lib rty-loving .. opl t ·iro~out t e worlcl for the 

gnificent def nse which they put up in b half of th fr in titut ions 

of the epublic of nstri . ey r ~fua d t o sumit supi ely d co ardly 

as did the Socialists of ~,el"rl'l.'lDY d their h roic r s· st ce thou.&h fi lly 

brok , '3 ~ - Ve S 

?Olittc 1 usur ti 

prov d to be in 

rni to f'u.tur diet tore t • t th r ad ot 

i othP.r p; ts 0f t e orld 111 not be a ·sy · a it 

• 

Th Jewish sit · t ·on in Austri will eco e norm usly 

with th is t politic 1 pow r of th Hei eher which i ahot t o 



with ti-S mitiem. Dolltua • y succ 4 in 1 it in ch ck. ve t t 

is doubttu.1. Should t sis t into p r in ustri ' . th re wi l l pr b bl7 

be rep tition of w t to pl • 
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it~ i "11 i · st f w : eka of t.hia month, political 

riots t , K l ac int of th gr ~t countri~a of Europe. r - ce 

and Austria . 4b cost in 11! s a lling. It i s not ye\ 

pos i 1 ti . t . t) calculate e effect d signific ' ce 

of th riots in Fr c on tl 6th d ?t1 of this mouth. It 

is 11 V cloud d y ~. So rut pol tic_ elm nt■ 

compris d t r e m bs wl o sou. ht t 0 storm t C.uam r of •puti • 

It s s:ms th·~t those riots r [;.ll out l!l'"Bt ti n of th• 

of D puti a but int t n .r· cond io of u:iliap i ss , d 

conooic di tr ss hich r v· ilec'.i. in r'• c • t t h is tim • 

Th ~cure o irrit~tion i er · • un mploym nt. In 

Fr nee. usi . s s b- n 10 n orse f ro . 01th to mouth. 

xports ve b n di dlin . t si 

ha ~ ns i~ ·c Cb. s, o verrun nt r v nu~s • ve i crea d. 

th r f or- t, s, v b n incr a 1 . Th • l ari a of the 

Ci vil rvice loy hav b A cut. r · ce i 9 d 1 t 

C in ts !thin th l st t 0 y r . ~ top of 11 this came 

th notoriou ,.. vi ir d th sc· dals COJ ct d with ) 

th .Boyo. ic\p 1 
. op. £eh i v•stors to s n r r •• 

h lot 0 30 i l lions. In t ia C· try•• lo :un · r ds of 

millio s of do 1 9 n a· ot .i il in thy st.art 

r volution ov r it. 



• 

All th s f ct ra co tribut d to political t nsioa 

in '?" .nee which urst ita bods on th 6th of this ont. 

The oy lists ho· e th r nch asci ts seized th opuor tunity 

and n vor d to @xploit it for th ir own ends. Th• first 

riots w .re conduct d l • gely by th 1 oyal i ta in -·r nc . h 7 

d cl rd DP. ral s tritte. 

b for ... .nc d or Euro , it is di ficult to y. It 

indica t s cl ly t t th re ia v ry ro ti-democratic 

1 m tin c, t l· std ocr·tic s t rone.)lold in Europe. 

t e other hand, it indic~ t • t ·.t t r is in 

r nee trongly or ized democr~tic b hich is det rmin d 

not toy ld to 'a cism ithout terrific r i t ee. It . 

well • t • t th en · l stril{e d cl r d by th euch tr£.de 

unions will marl t oeginning o or iz d r sist· ce ith 

the read of asciam. 

t too place in ustria is of far er• tr ort ce 

d • t r me ce to th pace of •• You will rec 1 

t t} orld i n tria t r th 9 ssin tion or 

Archduke 1" ce in Ser 'VO. It is it• pos i 1 t 

then xt n nutria too unl• it is t · cip t d 

by , r i t · r . t b tw ll si ap • 

Th hot n "er Jevo whic hoed ound t • world ia 

1914 d t th rld 1 • c :u.sed b th f" ct t the 

' 



• 
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num roua • tionuli ti s which c ris d th dual mo • rch/ for• 

the w d not b en ranted th ir po11 tic 1 i d p ndenc• or 

their o ortunity to re lize t eir nat i onal and eultur ..... 1 

as ira.tions. Tb ,lorld l r disrupted the Dual fonarchies. 

Ou.t of t1• ruins of the crul!lbl d c;mpire m r d n w Stut~s 

lire Cz cho-Slovakia d J o- lavi·. Hun ~; ry b•cr e an 

t rri t ori 1 slices were cut awq 

giv n to Rouma.nia, ol d \lld It ly. The a tiona.l 

aspirationa f thes• d .. f erent natio liti -s . r to la.r 

xt nt sl..tisfi d by the ,,orld • . Tho e problMis r" olv•d. 

But otl r problems equally as serious ~re er• t4td, p,.rticularl.y 

econo ·c orobler.is nd ~r.ticularly the cono c problem 

in Just ia. ~n.oreas, in the d· ya of i'r" c19 seph, Au trin.-

i o'f 260,000 square rnil~s with • .. 

populiltion of over 50,000, 000, , s ri· toda.y is a d )~nn.e.t 

country, a pitiful remnant of her fom r rnpir•, l•se t 

th area of th t te of ai e :md with a popul~~1011 of 

less than 7, 000, 000. 

Vienna, in th• days b ore 1914, w s the g~ and 

brilli t c·pi tol o tb gre~ , emoi 

c.ild economic as well s th cultur l 

• d t l C0 '1'1el'C1 

empire. Vienna today r nre~ nts a strange .anomoly, an 

1 p • tin h with th• body of· piguy - a city of n • 17 

2,000, 000 D opl c nt inin on third of the opul' tion of 



Auetri • d r ctically no hint rl d to aw upo for c nor.de 

sust ce it· t e r sult tn<;: t v r si ce th w· , th conomic 

lif'e of t , ustri • terri le. r • ·..m 

oft t countr· is f·irly st ri • In th 

t figure 

rly • • ot 

1932, t fits industrial orking yopul· tion of 725,000, only 

480,000 re out of ,orA. 'l'h un ploy ·1• t r lief in.er s d in one 

, 
y • so e 6, . Au~tr · imports twic · tit xporta. Its 

econo ic r • rv s ur ei constantly drain d. In 1930, · hP-re 
1.tt~t d 

wer• ov r 3,000~i cid s • d 1,000 suicides. 

Th • tio1 l f i.nances of. th c :,,,ry • v bf!en in 

. . • of t s cut 1n mor chaos ev r sin J th 

than O C t o ~'I from compl te collap e. In 1931, 

:u.stri · 

would 

mi t ha 

schluss 

red t o s·ve its 1 arr 1gi 

rtD.ll3', ~ . f· 0 hlu" • 

f· cilita t d etw nth s t 

it .ov d th • ndit i ons in a r 1 

Frai ce. It ya.Ad Czecho-Slovaki 

_ or custom's 

,~1• arr 

COUlltriea' d 

• Thia 

Thy loo d on it a & politic· union 

romo.tly v to d. 

t en ustria aad 

Gennany, th hi.ch ~7 mos\ dr d d d which 

-.rohi it b the .r ty of V r • ill s. 

r sult of ~11 th~s f cts, Austri D iD 

olitic 1 turmoil since 1918. iots • c. onplace. Thy 

bav co lmust monthly occurrences. You r C 11 
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in 1927 th r ·-s u. seri s riot in 1 ich 100 p opl re 

k1 1.-d .- d 500 un d. 

politi c·l sit tin of I!~ tri is c nfus d. 

Aus ri is.:.. Republic. Its ov mi o 1 t J • ti oru 1 is t 

p ty [ d is · de u of 165 m~ rs. I t l l · t .l ctio in 

1930. t <:::,cl 1 ~ ocrats on 72 ., t s, th l rg st number; 

the Cu- · t i· Soci: 1.ir-ts won 66; th scists 0 n l i. bl numb 

only 8 .,e .. ts. j. s th oci, 1 D ocr ts of tri· "' tt 1 d the 

larg -:t num r of votf) bu.t n t en u 

ther f'or not c ntrol tn. -

.,ovel"ll.O nt. Th r ~id nt, r. 1 1 , 

cl li t P rt. So do a 

to ,e ority and 

Alistri is not Soci 11 t 

lo •·· t o th Christi= 

C binet 1 s a . 1 t o l i tion C- bin t 1:1 hich the C"ocial 

~er ta re not r pr nted. 

In r ch of u t y , Aus tri s 

depth by hz t ok ~lac in Gr~ • . i h tl 

1 t po: r, tn• 0011 tic. 1 sit • ti n 1 

its v•q 

r se of the 

tri C e 

v r'✓ di 0 turb d. 'l'he Dolltu. s t a iv n diet t ricl. 

o r d Pari iam nt sent o • 

reaa in 1930, the scists poll d n • 1 ibl llU&lber 

of votes, t~ ir po er st ~dily since ·t time 1 etr1. 

ID th proY1s1o electio in 1931, they poll d v ry nwq 

or vot •• Th sci ta• "'-\- vf Au tria •· v•'r7 

r. 
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atro ly or , ized alo iJ' nil t y l ln s. 1 c V n Starh .. b r 

• ro r o th(! 

~ scist It, linn ~· scists d of 

ciste - ti-d ocra tic. ti- ci lit, anti 

It ks t t-b 1 1 • 

SUch i ct· ... tor hin :.e tabli h d i Ro d i rl1n. .. 
Th~ is ~t- r 

L'lCtly t .. 

l i.tic l io 

itio • t 

in Au tri , th 1a i i • 

otl: r • cist but lo 

1 ., t t t -r _ _ • t i ,,, ri i.n, so --. 

t 

b n thr -cor fi ht b t n h o r .... ts d th 

ti- ocr;· "ic I" re r r ~ db p 

r 1 tl ... t . 1. . bl ru. l h t c 0 

fore B ' d hiloso_ h:. s o'f" ov rn.-n nt . • also b D 

lly b5. tt r t in r :~ca those • t 

an ._~d tho e ho 

t o.zi- • -Ci.t tat so lu. t l • 11 i d "' d it d or ic·ll.f 

with r tl r• • 

o, 

hi ~•lf 

J Do 1 ur:!s, • o .s . de c , c llor 1 s t t O y ' 8 

n &.ft r s not ... t tn out t i cli rds ,1scism • d 

nt d di ·t o r 1. t y • , 

• b 11 ed in t 

id not ally 

b olute 

comol te ind p of Au.stria. H th r f rec Dt red hie 

azis 1 Au tr! who continually first t taclc upon t l 
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viol tly • rassed his re im . H c i d on C G.llll,.'a. of 

t rrorism. He officially outl ty, suppre ed t • 

press nd t so of h m to c ,c ntr· tion c·mps but 1th r 

mor l i ncy and chiv l ry t h tr t d th Soci 1st P rt7 

duri t • n,st few days. 

Dolltu a will t, owev r, ork ith th Social 

mocr ts although the Soci lists were r ady to give him complete 

support. Dolli'u.sa is co61serv t • • or re ct· onn.ry in his 

c mica dis opnos d to Socialism , d to s ci~list tr de 

unions. He reli s r S11p ort tir ely on t C istian Soc i lists 

d u o th H imw hr. Th se ec· bol r d bolder and more 

i as the politic 1 conditi on of country b c • 

mor difficult • Ld unsettled. 1ey 1 te 

su:_ re~sion of th Soci l ocrata t Doll u.ss fo a 

cist St te in stri aft r f hion. Had Do lfuse 

r c iv d th sup:p rt of d d mi t h · v• 

coD.tinu d to o o in th ~ he d b n oi 011 for 

night y ara ut l· d re u d t co it h rself, referri 

t o t . do th id• lines. And .'r ce s too n oss d th 

her own do stic difficult! s. Do lfu s, th r ore, tur d to 

It yr r up .ort. 

I ly was l ' d to ve him p rt. It ly d a Rot t 

er r of "'~,.,,v d Austri d r • a d t st d by Do l lfus a 

on c ndit on t t h forthwith su_pr• s the S ci 1 t ty ill 



Au tri. t :a.t of 1, t mo t , th I t ~li w r­

Son th r ft r, you i ll rec 11, 

th Hei •hr eized t· • ov rn: t, • d the Soci 1 ts, re· lizin 

h t ~ s i th ir, eel ed • • r 1 trike; .. th 

ty s quickly outl wed, o oft ir 1 d.era 1 .riso ed, 

their funds co isca.t d, th ir buildi a occupi d, ith the 

r sult oft bloody C'vil · r oft• 1st eec. 

I nn • t i t Do lfu s co ted o this r r . le 

r sist· ce hich th Soci • lists put u_ . 1 He t t • 

t t t y ou.ld yi ld s i l'th' u r . • 
Soci li t P· rt · s po .. er that had r c l t 

nu.'!l er of v t a 1 tl l st 1 ctio . lly t • ctually 
• 

in co trol of the City of Vi • T the Council of 

th City of Vi lo d to th Soci lit ~rt. Dollfuss 

1 ind t • t the Soci lists would yi ld in th s n r 

s th Socl·li t i did t Hi tlPr. I eli v t t 

all th lib-r· l peopl int rld who live in freed • 
in fr• lf •oi mo t ill s-lut t se 

spl did m n • d om n who pre:f'err d t di r t ·1 r t to 

urr• der t dee oti . S 

to tho illed in def • of Au tr ·· freedom d d ocr cy. 

Dollf'u. s, i ord rt s • stri frorn Gr • 
d stroyed the ustr· lie. d :_s ded ot •r tr1 h 

tot nrush of th • 1 ly victorious C 0 sci in 
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ope. 

iow this vlct ry satisfy 1-Tinc Vo St h mb rg 

and hi s n m\ hr. It c rt.a.inly 111 nots ti fy the u tri 

I zis. Th will c ntill'U to ork for coordination. Th 

politic 1 tra di a f us ri have not b n ud d by th bl r sti 

of th Socialist P· ty out of -ist nc• with rtill ry and 

big s. I am fraid t • t gre ter tr~g dies are in store 

for t. t l ~ s. d opl • 

Dollfu.ss' positlon h s b co. more critical t ever 

before. Th Soci 0 l mocr ts, a t pr set sc tt rd nd outla d, 

will a ize th f irst op ortunity t r ve • the elv•• on 

Dolltu s. Th oo ortunity 111 co in j ini the r s of the 

taz1s. If t· zie wi. it r thro l ction or 

coup-d' 'tat, and ttemot 1 m d t o Jein Au tri r to ~. 

th r will b ar in ope. ce, It·ly d Cz cho-S1 v ' 1 

11 ch ck i t. Thy ot nemit it. •. ce do s n t wish 

to•• the po. er of G~r au,;n nt d ~ th additi A of 

oth rs ven millio u opl, or doea Cz cho- lov i . C ~tainly 

It ly do not t to v ry p rfu.1 p ople come do to 

its • order. 

If not r , hat 1s th o ~1 1 . oluti no ustri 

situa.t · on I th f irst 1 c , · on the • t of the 

e · t po rs of 

Such a rant• 

to cur t 

o • o t • nolitic 1 ind P.nd nee of Au tr • 

ould q rv notic t 

orption of ustri 

rnum_y that 

111 • o t to 

atte pt 
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decl . t i no ar. . t t h 1 ut it ill not solv the 

pro 1 • Th roblem of stri is con ic ro 1 • 

Unlea . u tr1a i s iv n relief, unl ss so• f o of custom•s 

union 0 all t Stats in t · . 11 y 0 anu.b• ia 

st bl i h d, Austri ill 1 ft i xactly th s pl i 1t it 

• b en in ev r sine t r st ~ r. Th cruehin of the 

Socialis t Party l st w , t · r f ore, baa not f i nished any 

c tr int sad h i story of A stri. 

t does 11 t i t o th J ish popula i n in 

Austr i r r f , mill i on Je a i n Vi • 

r th r f i ty ors t,y-fi ve thou d J sin oth r 

ci ti a in Austri •• . J raid t t t h r . ma.t• future in 

uatria bod a tnem no 0 t to f· • th t event lity. 

Dol l:f'uss is t an . nti-
. 

it. At 1 st cl lms t the 
1h2w•v £, 

is not. Th r a of th Heimwehr/ re -hot through with 

ti-S mitism. All • scists • re • t i - ..., mi t s. 'l'h Jf! s in 

It l.y r sp red b th asci t -roup th~r• only b c :use t ir 

numb r is n ligibl. seolini, som how, snot f or tto 

his cos o. ol i t bac ound. He i . ·h.i .. t i a c · led an tt t ned" 

despot. • v r hilosophy, th ol "tic policy r ~ ci am 

i op os d to minority ups. 

i I!1U t f i d it~ 

aom th r oci 1.d 1. It 

a Ci 

is fr ue 

1 cks ·· sis of con1mic 

, its raison d'~tre iR 

find it only in· intensified 
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• tion i m, sin th C SI! f G ~ . t slfied natio i 

r d, c s i t . "". dr ci·lis d r ci li 1 ~ l . 
is d tri nt· . This trong ti li 1 s ells stro 

anti-S iti Co u ntly, r i t o po r in Austria m . . 
the int ton of · nt·- i tist • 

i ot l.- n ph om n • ·od rn ,ti-

b ~<: in 1 1 • r ck' s It t r ism 

r act:.o d t>ro· e : th th lib ls t .t t w· a i 

to attaC: 11 the J a of as a. m s of di lo the 

li r·l pro r an d·scr d t t i t • onom id ,; ls of th 

r actio ·ry mov 

i vot i t h u.l rum r .:.. lod 

institutions. Th n mi 

c s~u t to i er dit th N 

us d th ,J • aa 

lib r.' 1 d uro 

of the i hi rd R blic jn 

epublic s t ey ati tized 

th J s. Tzarist i ro romiz d t J w b c :us• h w s 

s id t r o-on i ule r t revolutionary~, v nts which 

w r un inin th re im. Hitl r, i elf, in an u · ,v r 

to er dit th d& ocr c f orld aid t t d mocracy 
\. 

i a r duct f th volution, t t 

a ro d ocr· cy b c· u de er cy i 

ic. 

spr d t 

from iE arck•s 

• c , to u tri -

: ti cul ly • h: s b n • c 

~ must •ep 

,m 

r 

11.y J iah 

1'D ti-

1 ' 

ti-

s 

ck tur d 

en 



< 
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S mitic a i t tion i c• 1eg5 h n Karl In r, otorioua anti-

emite • urgo st r o t CitJ o cil. U to th o.ld, • d 

i ld for rop, a.Jlda 

so t 1i.l.t ther ~. ve b n continuous tt c·~• u_ on th J ws. In 

1931, w s i ie:n • I as l e t vu tch ~ p rade 

of ten thous d ,. rch down the boulev· d chanti i o 

• t ch rus: "Ju n hauraus! Ju n huur aJ" 

Tl re is a ui powa r k• in stri hich may be 

t ·fl . h· en d to • ticip·.te • nt lity. 

lo, • 8 Dolltuss r i s i po .er, r in 

po r v ry lo • they be comoell to r tr 1.n their 

ti- mitic ro :>ut sh ld Doll t out of po 

th zis t into po .er, e ill undou t dly ve r 

0 t tOOA pl ce in Ge~. 

s~ oth r se nt of our p 1 bas o n ~t 

in ave of anti-S i " round to pawur. 

•• a li 1 t · t we V nt red very difficult p rio 

in 

r, and 

tit i on 

in 

It 

U1 

J wi h hi tory. :But so ru th hol orld nt r d a tr.: 7 1c 

eriod r hi tory. The whol of . d the V 1197 

Deci io . It aims to c b· t m th th b ic ·-~ doctr1n~ iJl 

on f rm ~r • oth r in this V 11 yo 

th se ri t• ·ud those 1Y11 ~ a hich 

r tor d to t 

ci ion, t ret nits fr d m, 

rench volutio• 



yat of oci 1 i al which . r v il in th d 

nch voluti n. tis tn hol ti'>ry. Is 

b for the 

id to 

be r nt rd t th status of ·i tl ••es 1 d - -n ele n •, 

subj ct t o th will of d spots, or ar t e sse tQ r 1n 

intr nch din t1 ir i li nabl• human rie}lts or which t.M7 fought 

in th .!! renc ~· volution Th i u ill/hav1 t fnught out. 

on h ol (>dy field of battle. Until th t i.,_. u 1a settl d, 

t h posit· on o th J wish oun in th Old , orld r ills 

unc rtain aid ins cur d subj ct to t l fluctuation of the 

orld. ascism n· s thrown th scist St tea b ck 150 y • s, 

xactly th ame o siti u thy occu.pi dint• .iddle s . 

~~ ry o _ortunity th t I hav t t to J 1ish oups 

throu. th country. I t 11 h t • t th ~ sh p opl thr ughout 

th orld tm1~t ali lv affirmrtiv ly 1th 

lib r al fo C in the orld. "l':t cis is a ·re t ' .nae t ·h 

J ish up. If ci ins, lo t, : 8 • .., r min rity 

oup i lo t. v lutio op d t' d ors for the 

J i t) opl a fr o ins. or th fir t ti in two 

thous ll y ar t y r iv n • C C to liv as hunt.u1 oei • 

If . ci m ins, door will in hut. y will 

shut i ~ tria i f t.1 l· zi• t in. • ow it not m rely to th 

i t r--:::i.t o . ity. 0 it to our whol 1 - nli t t 

hr , d 1 hr t und in• Ci Dl. 
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Th Jewish 1:>robl in • d Au tria, I 

hav nd ,vor d to oint out, i not probl mot terial 

is pel1tical roble . • d mn t 

b fo • t • 'th pol·t cal pons . I should lik to s • 

millio pour d into a fund for the • of underminin& 

Fasel 9lll • ]' sc,. st ro a;:anda throughout th orli 

7 hav nt red th •lley of cision, my fri n s . · e r 

fac d i 

o coura,. ough, •• 111 w r th challe e 

1th tl spirit. ic b r · t~ coura eous d coura oua 

wom • 
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