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0 ,·A! ms I ? 

Cf T e ext far i}e Stouned? 

By 
Raooi A o~ illel Silver 

At 
Te '1emnle 

Sw dv r 1.orning, :1 rel 18, 1934. 



'lho wc..nts '"'•~rt ,ar t aD: is a a i r 1-ord ev .:o r- ~1.-re. 

·. ot ti e 0rKiut., masses of t.1: e 'I rld. Tr ey 

a.on I t ·~ nt war. T1 ey have not.u.il t.:: t o .::.ain f ro: t v·.::i r. It 

is t aP.y wno a re t>utc 0 red, nai-n d, gassed and torn oy 

s1 r apnel a1 d left to rot u-oon t .1'. e battlefield. ,,·.,,1y s1 ould 

t ey ·, t , • r ? Duri O t e mr, tne ': sses c.•r ro bed 

o • t ::ne little freedom tney uosse s s. TneJ c re fo rced under 

iron discluline. d after t '. 'cc..T, Vl! 'l t !1U Ve t u ey ; 

Poverty, u e:1 loym nt, w t. .,ar doe~ not e1rich t e 

mass es of t! e orld. It i ::iuovPris11e t e:1 . I t J,.ey 

w uuen t oe , it in t.ne v-.,•r a rea , t.L ~ir nor:i s ~re destro~red. 

Tney an· t1 ir c>..mili s A.~ e comoe l led to vacuate. The 

prouert ,nd ca.ty nossers i !R hicn my bet irs are 

lost. If tnP country i " aloe[ ded, it is t · ey w1 o su 'f er 

i unger ,.~nd want. They . Cl t 0 ir w:v s L·21d c ,.ildrf?n suf f r 

disease. T.L.i uc 1 • t .r auuened duri t 1 . ,:orld h r to t.ne 

populc t ions o 'f ""'a t 0 rn ·.i na. Ce1 tral ,l;J one. 

i ma .es of t ,· orld don't want a r. ,Tno, tnen, 

do s w· t a r ~ ne mot1.ers 1 m n ? 11 .le mot _ rnood of t e 

world? C rta i ly t e,r w o ~- i l/ li: e do not wisn to 

see destroyed t l little c ... il 1 • vr om tney 10v . T .. ey 

do not •,·i sn to s ,.,e t1 . . m v ~ n tney re·w· t e.ge 
.. 

ei-' teen, .. in tee , t ~ t or t . ty-o e, 5 a s ed, mai. ed ·- nd 
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l eft t rot i 1 f i. l t 1 • d irt:, t . e. c 1.::.s . T. 

a r t oes,i. ur leftu _rft , v:ido.ed, it . c..dl ro . n 

}1 _;-.; rts oy t e , ... r. .1. y do1 1 t ;ant ~·ar. 

·,:ilO •• : ts ., an. 

t e , :2. u ""actu er, the rofe io a l na , t1 e c. c t 0r, 

1 . t 1E e t: y to - 2.in fr m ~ · r: ·,;~ r ror 1 ts 

re dl• or -ed 'P.ry u 1· --ly All t1· v1 r T "\ro.f' 1· ts "ll 1· Cl a Si::, 0 ~ q .... • ' 

·n rica ., ad i 1 t11e .• orld • r c1 e i .. s lost t ·1ice ri nd tnrice 

ov r. . c: r d 0 s troys w _. 1 t 'r... It doµs not --- roduce it. }'or 

a tii.e. it t y s eed uu indust r y almost v O .__ ver -oo i1t, 

o t lik al l 1i ' 1 ev~rs , it fi lly co .1. un1 s :~. d es i ro~·s 

.t i tlividual. 

s es o • t 1 e Io r l u , 

t 1 e :1o t 1 ~rs o·· ti. e • rld, 1 e ., v r ; .... r-e people , co. t i tute 

ninety-nl ey 

don 't .. c 1 t ~:~r. 

;1.1y, then, do we • v;;.. , ' , 1 • w,;...s ti.~ lt..~t a r 

,Ly • .re , no . ur n· ri b for : noti e.:' ;~ r r . 1 y 

did Ll yd ' s of London r c 1tl of.,.er o s of five t o 

011° t 1 t v.ar ould o f ougi1t L tue n xt ix o. t s. ny 

in t 1 - mnt o_ J ru r, o- l· st . • r • s t e s ip.~e t of 

ni tr te ou o C11ile a 1 · ttl over t ,o t · ou d tohs and 

fo r t.nat mont n o ti is yFar o e 1:ur dr d forty-cix t ous nd 

to s? 
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i'fho ,.,. ts ,.,, r ·_> irst pL .... c n rofe sional 

clas es of t_.e world W!lO live OJ.'f tn ar busin 

institutions -- tie J1 ilit..,.ry cl a ses, tl.€ ; rrny d navy men 

1! s inte:r~sts and. -::,r . t be lie in L creasi gly l n.rg ,_rma~ nts, 

. 
ic.r a.rmarn_nts oe naid for ly~ e ta.x-u. c,Il<.1 tne V er 0 er 

tax- .ayer v·ill ot u· y t1-'= 1u6 e tax s f r a m nt unl ss 

i e is )ersuaded t.w.t t t.lle neignboring cow1try or countries 

are nlotti.. auu.i st t : e securi t, of r is o,·m countr:, . It is 

up to t.1:.€; mili t· r. cla.sses to ,: en tie i • w·r m d 

or t.ueir busi e£s is gone . ~verv tim<- a a.t ter.ipt is rru- de 

any nere in t1 lOrld to con t o S0 '1 _1 · t · oral und.er-

st; dl ng, it is tI si=- ,- rm (;.41 d n·v m L l 0 .LC. olock 

it. d t.1 ') niCErs of 0 0 i a rm s .l 1 av s a r r:ior 

timn tl ... o:fic 0 rs of ~ny ot.1-= r • rmed forces of a ot r 

co try agPir1st n ~ orm o...:- i nt ri c1 tio ' 1 UllCl r t ndi • 

Sums of r:ion-y a.· voted a ll r lly +-or rni~s , d 

navies all OV r t C ·:orld. I t · lc:i.st f .... : w eks 0 OVi 

Congr s na~sed t e Vinso i 11 v ici co tt--:npla tes t e 

million dollars for our ;,._vy 

int ..... : t few y8ars . It ly, ]r· n e , . d Ja; ru om ced 

t c.-t t ey £-.re roceedi to build , ddi tio1 ·•l suins to m,:::.et 

c ctive 

tne i er • sP of ti ... e ·1vy in t1 U1 it d '""t"'"t s . ,;_ t cui ts t e 

n&vy men in 11 of ti c. e coun t ri s. 
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, o wbnts a r ? ~ e ~ili tar~ cliau~s t w· r. Te 

milit~ry cli nu s of Jdn .. ave k:ept t!Je :'c..r ""3.:a.st aflame 

for , :;en r· tion or t.. a id i l l -een it afl· •, e for ;-,,..,.o ti r e -

eration. J [~pan wi 11 force Russia into v, r. --ussia has 

notning to gain OJ ,hr. Ru .. ·s ia 11 .... s no ambitions for 

territori~l expa sior • 
• 

110 r·ar ts w. r ? T 1 muni tio Mak rs '1,a .. t war. 

Recc..: tly th re anp r.,red r1 boo_: C;-;..l led 11 ".rne l• ere r ts of 

DPc th11 \ITitten by H. C. Engelbrecr t. T. e gist of t is 

boo p ., ==-Drs i tnis month 's Fortune. I uould stro gly 
vi' ,, t 

urge yo t to rea d it. It is a rri le t·le o~?t e int r-

n; tional nruni tio ma1 uf~ctur rs are doi. c ir t1 e \: o ... ld todc.1.Y 

to f orne t <, , to i ti6ate i1t r cLtio I r·v,? .. lri s, of 

ere, tin~ war sc~res in order to i cre~s ~ ... e sa l of 

muni t • o s. Th .se O .i.ouls t 1rive o t.1._e ousi ess of w· r. 

TnPir busi e ~ses l a g~ish in uce t1!ne. 'f11ey ant war . 

T ey require t11. sl~:u • ... ter of eople in order tuat t eir 

l:u6 e nrofits :.'or Wb.r a r r: · ts may not be lost. You 

ou .r t to r c d this ooo or tnis ""rt cle t r .. aliz ow 

, c we people a re bli d • d unsusp ctins ua s i tr l ds 

o~· ti1 se int rloc.:::in6 true, ts r;uo • .. ve mo .. :e to do ·vi th ~ ar 

d p '-ace tiia al 1 th arlia.-ne ts of tu 1,,orld, ho t ~ey 

co1 trol t:C1e f overnr:i<.:n t, how th y co trol tl e people, ; nd 

hO\ , tnrougn a vast S' " t m of 1)ropa_; da o~ t · e mos t 

subtl i d, t ' e f 1u t..r:-r.ame t trusts a tuall control 



t1. world today. Let ne ... -ead a few -oc..ra6 raphs of t11is boo 

to you: 

11 T_e ir:iport ◄ t uoiut is t:1~ t e er tir.: a ... urst s1 ell 

fra5-"!lent fi <.. s its ,, ctY i to t1 e urains, i} . heart, or the 

inte ~ tines of a 1. a in tr e front li e , a grec t p H.rt of t ie 

5,000, much of it urofi t, fin ,.1s its way in to tJ: e ooc---:::e t of the 

armame1 t r • ers . 11 

11 For without r-i s1i.adow of a d.ouo t there is at tne 

om nt in ope a :uge ·nt su versive force t.1at li e s bei1ind 

th : rmi E:; • .. d count r-arming of nutions; ti: re arf-- mines , 

smel t~:rs, ,_rmru. ! t ,·,'1r ;:s, r oldi t, coran· ies, t nd 

e t .gled in an i ternat ... o al mur, ce, • et • r k i 6 i evitr.bly 

for ti1e destruction o·" sucn little int r1 a t 1onalism as the 

world 1 ·-.s achi ved o f • r. TJ coitrol oft s myriad 

c nuanies res ts, f .1. na 1. 1-y , in not mon=- ti.an P. andful of men 

'\il'lOSe, UO\" er, i som~ VTaYS' r F.C s H u O tr .. e uower o~ tr e 

st~te it ~elf. Tl:us, Pre c it r ~ts not only sole rms to 

rlun~ei.r y in flat viola ti n o • the r .;.ty of ria 01 , ut 

¥'nen un 0 .. .tr ~- def · ult d on t1 e bill t1 e ... rrno ers go t t e 

F ncl Gover ent to lenu oney to uay tne _rench 

armorers . Thus, too, t · e ~r-· t Cz c oslova~i 

co trolled y } re c e .. 1, Jro.oted ti ris itler in 

erm~ 1 and co tr i ·uuted mi lio s of mar s to nitl r 1 s 

cr .. mpa.i 6 • T s sam ~re n ov n . spap rs t · .1., t id more 

t ' l ll ot ers to nrag . r· ce ainst Hitl-=--r." 
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11 oliticc _ •rc.1. ce a1d uol1l,ic _ m.y eat 

co1 c.. ta 1t s ·10-·ds I poi ts, t.r e Polisi Corridor r.:12..,r i .i:-101 the 

- • - 1 dlZ l ::. , _r..., ce m 

anot.n-..r nort 1 rn inv· s on - out t.1-.le li01 ru th lamb never 

J-!man , Czec , c. no. Polisl beut.lemPn, wi: en t ..... y com- tog thE>r 

to discuss, as fe l lov directors, 1,· .1.~ roolems of incre, .... sing 

~rone 1 s consurnption of ··rmar.1 nts." 

. ny e ,en in t }1e l .... st .:orld ,,· r, \:; e.L :"' ... nee r d 7e I. a 

to a inilate b~l ot. r, 

t.t re c rm:wi t i on m :<:e ·s were selli c:.:: ·-.r. ne ts to Ger:.1· y, 

• d G. r. y to ..:.'-·· c . 0 e CQuntrJ nas ... u . 1 i vh.A,t the 

Ot(J.er cow tr lac :cd t o ~ep on :fi . . .. tino .. lC.. to prolo b t e 
; 

1ar. It is 1 a~1t a~ ticJ It is UL. ,a do c..ole, tl is rascality. 

' lice dra\,s H out se nty "P'""r c it f t.u. ore v .uic s e 

requires for t11e manu-~ .cture of m i tio is "ro,:1 tl e mi es 

iI l., r ie r y c:. Sin. Fro .. t · o min s, U' 

all tue ore she u~ed durin -· t 1e ·nr. 
0 

,.., . ... c. y drew tur"-e-f ourt1 s of 

In 1916 , t ·~e r ench armies cam 0 v, i ti in _ irin0 r~ t,e 

of t Ee r i es. 1.ueJ coul 1a sto ped t \.ar i 1910, 

out t i.e order w ... s 0 i ,, not to bomoa rd tno e .ines oec ' use 

}r nch I. 1 t i on manufa cturers ovi ed tno ~e :11 i es. I t e 

Cna11· er of -p ties i 191Y, DE:put t.t.· th made t.1. .. is cl,. rge 
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• 
tae iI tr atio1al soli L·r ity 0~ t ~r.::.at met, llurgy co•_ -:>ani s , 

or in oru r to safeguard -nri v .. , te ousiness i1 teres ts, our 

mili tc.~r . c· i .fs F c. ordered not to bo,.1 ,~rd t e $taullsh: ents 

of t 1e Briey oPsins, VJJ. ich were uei 1 exuloited 0.1 ti...e a em:r during 

tr e v:ar . a"'~ irm t1.1. t our aviLtio $ervice rec ived instructions 

to r . 0°ct t' e ·ulast fur c:..ces i v; ~ic~ .. • 11e enemy stPel ,as uein0 

fl o v:i s ed to oo . ..Jc.rd t! .. em v as reor i n a. d. 11 

A i rneci ~e er~l w o wi~ ed to - o~J~rd t- ete mines from r hic 

or vu s mi d to rn, ~<:e ~ i tio s useu to ~111 • r 1c1 soldi~rs 

ms r 0 n rimc..nded :or e tPrtaini O si Cll an o trae.,e us c:.nd pre-

po£terous idea. 

o w, nts D.r r 

d ui s: r . .arnPJ.1 t is t.c.\ rt d ov t s se ·war m rc1 nts . .. 
Lord Rou rt C0 cil :iad.P tliS stcteueut : 11 ere s a v 0 r:/ inist~r 

::ea.tu.re to 11 t1,,,., cl isarma.ne ii discussions . I refer to tl e 

e.ne d us po er i 1 dPd nbai st al 1 t · - .)rouo sc .. l s oy ann'"' _1,-n t 

f i s . 11 T"n s arma.--nent ma.1<:0 rs ucceed in ge ting t ei r ovm 

people to o tot ese ·1~~rr!lal~ent con-Pr cs. A~ 1tleman by 

t e name of fillir Sne£..r r, our wn louuyist, o sted 

ti • t 1 e wrec ed \, e I 1• rn t iom. l I r..1.l Con Pl" 0 l ce in Geneva 

in 192'1 . H r-'=mre e.it d a sili:p-ou.ildi 1g cor:1uany in rica. 



< nd he got .,25, uOO for t e joo . H sued t co "l0,.2. / fo r an 

aua.i tion 1 $25, 000 :n1d a.s E result t.n.=.se f acts became • nown . 

He wrs naid by ;n . r ic, n si1in- buildin::; co~nan r to v1rec.~ a raval 

Disa r • a:nei t Co. f ere11c aud ne succeeded in doini:; it. 

fho .-u· nts v:·rr l."e munition !!!alce r s r.1.nt w·r . T1 y 

i r clPV r evils, t }ey ~re . ~ ey ~r t to sell their goods to 

all t ne a tions even i.f tney 1 c-ven I t mo:iey t -:> n, y fo r t i em. 

ey 1 L..V e a sy te'.:l all tneir own . 

mind . fou buy our mun tions a c. ""le ,1ill bet our ✓overnment 

to m&.ce •• lo.:- to buy m _ t t ons . 11 v: .o ,,. ~ ts y; r r hese 

'-"entl em~... ,1ant r . ... eJ , l'e t ... e out.:. "ta din 

countr y , 1.ne one nu.1 ed ner centers . T- ey 

triots oft eir 

ve CJ. rity . 

.. ~y are of t e nooili ty. 51 d t_ e a.rd of one of 

th "'e ore;anizatio s is rr de of Lords c..1. d cl -re!Yffien . - ey 

sold i r 

J t.-pal es 

t 1J.e Boer wur . Dlxi g t e Ru i a 

c:..r , t 11ey oll .::.rms t 1 b0t sides t.. lt1.1.ougn &t thn.t 

t ime "E ,.:,l a J.d was sun osed to r{i ve i ts sunoor t to only one of tnese 

co 1tP!: t ants. As ,~ r esult o: tue ac.:: irn,_tions of t ese 'TIUlli tio 

orsanizations , t1 e t rmam0 t bi 11 of t1 e • orld today is s anet1 ing 

o -r o P ., d one- 1 l f bi llio1 doll,.,.rs • a. . rowing by leans 

, -.nd oounds ever y ar. 

no ts i r ? wno 1)rofi t from ·mr. I.:. :.:,11 - l and 

tnere is a "e tlel!lBn by t: na:n of 

H is .: n oil rn·. g a te. T"nis gentle . fL rtnce 

• 

avily i tler 

t e ./az i rn rty fr it c , i to 1'.lover . You ona. r ny oil 
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ul finance e. fazi u, rty in Ci- r.nany . 

e ...,s Pi~ted t1 ~ i zi n: ' t y i 1 G ..... r a 1y o. t e o~ sis of nn 

agreeme t s re0~rds ~- eir for~· uolic, . .. . .. ........... . 

a olicy !.ic nus t ul ti .. t ly l 0 ad to w,:.. r . 

l 0 want s ' " r <- 1 Ci ' 0 r:1c-=tkes w r ( ... ot yo ru d I . • 

·, e s t :~1 d . .1.e lples c:- t consu iracy of t r urof it 0 ers 0 ore s U'-"e 

w 0 P l P..y wi t l U!;l, l li ::e a s i t11 so many ort less toys , ..nd 

w o -oDsP-cute ti eir c icr,..l inter s ts r __ a.rdle s s of i 1 e c st . 

j cse onle v:u.o lQl0\7 t eir 0usine s succPed v 0 r y •,ell by 

controlling tn° u ress d by rnisleadi1 gus t~ i sp i r e us wit a 

stup • d n tional cru uv 1lis . It is ~, zingJ 

La st wee c I 1,,a s i. Syr<-Lcuse : n c re sed t11e f cul ty 

and students of t · U • v~r r .:. t . I • , p e ed t ") ic.-: up a 

.1. e 1- ol e s~c i on oft e uauer a s devoted 

to a reuri t of t . .1. 11 rri0le pictures of tie l &s t ·.-ar . You 

ua \l"e ""!')robubly sc.e t ... n ictures of 1 n torn a1 d mair. ed c d 

mi n ic turss of c .. i ld .. e.. :nacic ted as result of st~rvation. 

You w uld. t i:n.l:: t 11o.tu= 1 reactio mild e to uut , n nd 

to ev r:r thi g tn:1.t r oes to m· .i:e ur . T.c • t s paper carried 

on tne- sar e nage a syndicr: te ~ rticl Llcin6 ti e at ter.ro t 

by certai ?Toups i. t~e colle 0 es oft e Unit d St~tes t o force 

co:nuulsory mili t .... r y trc,.ini in our ig er cho ls of le: rning. 

• o \·ants w,~r ( E r y t... ictator in tn world \ t s ,; a r, 

not i . a i • tely but ul ti ·nat ly. Tney ·1r reuarin or it . 

.nitl r ii • d ... u. s lini in It ly . Ti ey are indoctri1 a ting 
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t neir peopl ~ v:i t h t ' e inc.vi ta ility o-r t_ ... ~ n ;·t a r. Ti ey 

e tr:ining t1J.em fo r i t. T1 ey ' -- ve to ,·i ,f t 11e n oule so 

t .ui g i r t., , 
J. ul ti !la t F' ly. ~tt •,•ill t .. y Ei t .. em :or rll 

t 1ey are dEprivin0 t hem f 'i 0 . T1 ey wi !.l nave to 0 ive t ma 

ense of atlo • 1 co qu st . T ey r re doi ,er y tni b i t e C 

worlu to increase t.1:.1e µonul:-:. tio .ass ,e • a.in0 s : O! e i m r d 

or ides ;1nd 6r 10:ns, i s , 1 co.n:-10_ s ci1t L t ne streets of 

B 1·lin. T ... ey • e u ini c.u sidizE>d oy t · 

Tney w;i,nt soldiers for t .... e next •,a r . 

=.,ov rn,:1en t. 

·.rna.t i s t i... solution. I ain cc..fra· d t e is o 

solutio . I t 1 • soe sugges ted t · t rn ... t o .. c 1 co trol of the 

manu.-''ac ture of rm i t ions ,., uld solv t... ur onlE=>m. .! e e is 

no lo by quite , s uov erful w1 • c1 ... a s a t or ,, nlldd."..re to o mose 

as t ~e 1 o u" o: t.J.e mu; i tion !Y1ak r. 

Ult i1nc. tPl , o c1u:::·s , c11e inety-. iI e ·o rcent are 

oi ,,• to ,•.i1 out out t1 at ..;>ve r be : t 1 OU~ .,i ... e ,nole 

1: rof i t !':'la _in,; syste:::i ~o i .- d0i,; into comol te d: a t t.i.nd 

u struction. Our o ly nope lies i1 ~ ucating our peoule, 

0.L E' .1L .. dred n r c~n ters , in sr owin J • 1at is rally enind 

this clamor for rn. ti o a l C f se . It is our only 11ope. It 

t e ly one o: ur C ildr n . Don't n rmit y ur elf t o be 

oeguiled by uatriotic S"O r er. Be real istic. ConMront him 

Hi t 1 ~uc.n a o o 1: s tn 11 ,! . c ts of D ,. t . " sk l im, 

is 
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11 ,r, om do ,/OU rPpres@nt e.nd w1i.y do y')u ? dvoc te i ! no 

a!' _~o i G t . t the money in t is p.,ttriotic ent 0 -o ·i£e of 

y urs: 11 T!l, t i s t 1.e only none, ~:ry f rii::-.lds, f'or t e time 

oeing. 
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" e important Point is that every time ab st shell fra ent finds it 

way in the brains, the heart, or the intestines of a man in th front lin . , 

a great part of the 25,000, mu.c of t Profit, finds its w y into the Pocket of 

the arm en maker . 1 

11 or it hout a shudo of a doubt there 1 s at the moment in ro~e a huge 

a subversive force that lies behind t:1e arming an counter- rmin of nati ns; 

there are mines, smelters, ~'l'"finQment works, holding comoanies, and ban~s, en-

tangled in an internation 1 embrace, yet orking inev:tab y for the destruction 

of such little internationalism as the world ha achieved so fr. Te con-

trol of these myriad companies rests, finally, in not more t~an a handful 

of men whos p er, in some ays, reaches above the now r of the state itself. 

Thus, rench interests not only sold arms to Hungary in flat vi lation of 

the reaty of ~rianon, but hen Hun~ary defaulted on th bill th armorers got 

the ~rench Governtlent to lend Hungary the money to oay the French ar~ rers. 

hus, too, the great \Jzechoslovakian armament co oany, controlled by Frenc!'l-

rmany a ntrib ted million of m ks men, pr~ioted t.e rise of Hitler in 

to Hitler's camua1t$Il. Thes s e renchmen own newsoaPers hat did more than 

any others to enr86e France a 0 ainst Hi tler. 11 

••Politic ranc and p litical e any ma .. be at constant s ords I oints, 

the Polish Corridor may inflame the azis, France me quiver at hr lack of 

"security•• from another northern inv s~on--but the lion and the lamb never 

lie down togethPr with more good fello shin than these Fr nch, 'er.man. Czech. and 

olish gentlemen, hen thy come tog ther to discuss, as fellow directors, 

the problems of increasing oo ' consumotion f armaments." 
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"I affirm that eitner by the pact of t e internatio. , l solidari t .. of the 

6reat metallur compan es. or in order to s e0 rd private business int r sts, 

our military chiefs were ordered not to bombard the es ablishm n of t1e 

riey basins, hich were being exploited by th ene d ri. 5 h war. I 

affirm th&t or aviation service received instructions tor 

furnac sin whic th enemy steel was being made, and that 

wis.lied to bo b rd them a reurimanded. 11 

ct he blast 

eneral who 

1
' he leadin5 mun tion makers not only in ' any bll.t in Fr ce unit ed in 

outbrea-:.C their su oort behind t e one most cauable of stirring uo a ne 

of internationrl anar 

- ne oaoer 

11 .:ie Teate r 

coc:ra ti rs. 11 

rd 3obert Cecil 

in l!.'urooe . ,. 

ounce Hitler 

tPr the areoun of busin ss for 11 

11 1 ere is very sin ster feature to all the disarmament discussion. I 

ref r 

fir •11 • II 

the tremendot1.s oo,ver wie d d a~ainst all the urooosals by a ament 
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Books, Drama, Films 
Hitler Means War 

Prepares for War. By Ewald Banse. Translated 
from the German by Alan Harris. Harcourt, Brace and 
Company. $3. 

T HIS book constitutes the simplest, the most straight­
forward, and the most convincing explanation I have yet 
encountered not only of how Germany lost the last war 

but also of why she will lose the next. Unfortunately, how­
ever, it also supplies a devastating and irrefutable statement of 
why there is going to be a next war. 

In itself, of course, there is nothing new about this book. 
Professor Hoover, Edgar Ansell Mowrer, Oswald Garrison 
Villard-in fact, everyone who has studied the Nazi phenomenon 
at close range-have testified to the same thing: that Hitler 
means war. The difference lies, however, in the fact that none of 
them was German. Here, on the other hand, is a German 
author who discusses the carving up of Europe to achieve 
German objectives with all the calmness of a surgeon explaining 
a ajor operation. 
~Briefly stated, the thesis of this book, the work of Ewald 
anse, professor of ilitar science at th~Brunswic Technical 

Collcgs, is that the Germans arc a people who, partly through 
tlieir own blindness and folly and partly through the wickedness 
and jealousy of their neighbors-of France primarily-have 
never yet attained their rightful position. It is now the mission 
of Hitler's ~bird Reich to establish that place in the sun. 

Geographically that place would be marked by frontiers 
which inclosc Denmark, Holland, Belgium, northern France, 
most of Switzerland, the South Tyrol, all of Austria, the 
western part of Czccho-Slovakia, and the lost provinces of the 
east-West Prussia, Posen, and Upper Silesia. Upwards of 
100,000,000 people would thus be included within the frontiers 
of the new Germany, perhaps 70,000,000 willingly, the remainder 
willy-nilly. To realize this objective France must be subjected 
to a bloody war, its northern Teutonic population mainly ex­
terminated and the rest expelled. England is to he invaded 
from Holland-Irish support insuring that this will be a war 
on two fronts for the British. And our author cannot quite 
conceal his enthusiasm for the spectacle the ultimate and in­
evitable decline of Britain will afford. 

Now the difficulty of the reviewer in discussing this book 
for an American audience lies precisely in the fact that what 
seems most preposterous in it is actually the most realistic. 
The program which Banse outlines is the prospectus of the 
Fuhrer who dominates Germany today. It is the program out­
lined by Hitler in "Mein Kampf," which has become the Nazi 
Bible. It is the geographical concept of Germany which is 
being taught to all of German youth at the present moment. 

But this conception is not merely the new doctrine of the 
National Socialists. On the contrary, it is also an exact repe­
tition of the old pan-German gospel of the pre-war age. Today 
it is customary to set down the Nazi explosion to the sins of 
the Treaty of Versailles. But Holland, Switzerland, and 
Belgium were not wrongfully separated from the Second Reich 
by the "Dictate of V crsailles." By virtue of that treaty Ger­
many lost some 7,000,000 people, but on the basis of the Banse 
program she is now claiming no fewer than 30,000,000. 

In fact, Hitler and his followers are not seeking to restore 
the Germany of 1914, with Austria added, but to reestablish the 
Germany of the Holy Roman Empire: to bring back the errant 
Dutch, Flemings, Swiss, Alsatians and Lorrainers, who arc 
Germans by race but not by desire; to dispose of the alien 
clements which have crept in or are descendants of those who 

weakly permitted themselves to be assimilated to another and 
non-Nordic culture. "This is the true Germany," says Banse-­
like Hitler, indicating on the map the whole of Central Europe 
from the Somme to the Niemen. "Here the inhabitants must 
be German and that result must be achieved either by violent 
assimilation, actual extermination, or wholesale deportation. 
And since this is the true Germany, all who stand in the 
way of establishing it are actually attacking Germany, and the 
plan for the realization of this program is a program of defense." 

Naturally the British and French will seize upon this book 
-the British already have begun to--as they did upon that of 
Bernhardi. Its propaganda value for the nations menaced by 
the Hitler cum Banse program is incalculable. But the trouble 
is that sober sensible people everywhere on this side of the 
Atlantic will reject the hook for the same reason. They will 
see in it the expression of an individual German nationalist, not 
the accurate and authentic expression of the purpose of Na­
tional Socialist Germany. Yet that is precisely what it is. Not 
that one-tenth of the German people today perceive the impli­
cations of the Nazi phenomenon; obviously they don't. Neither 
did any considerable number of Frenchmen grasp the implica­
tions of Napoleon's program. evertheless, the French con­
scripts marched to Moscow and Madrid. 

Germany will, of course, lose the next war just as she did 
the last, because she is bound to end by driving the whole world 
into another combination against her. That is the single fact 
about the World War that escapes Professor Banse. His anal­
ysis of the various aspects of that conflict-strategic, tactical, 
and political-is otherwise admirable. What he doesn't ever 
suspect is that when you begin-as he does-by announcing a 
purpose to exterminate a portion of the French population, to 
invade Britain, to mutilate Italy and Poland, to extinguish 
Holland, Belgium, and Czecho-Slovakia, you must expect some 
day to meet these nations armed, united by a common fear and 
inspired by a common danger. 

Of course there is no real justice in the attempt to use this 
book as an excuse for singling out German nationalism as con­
trasted with French, British, or even American. What the 
German seeks for himself is no more than what other peoples 
have acquired already, and the means he would employ they 
have used abundantly in their time. At least in the abstract 
German imperialism is as worthy or unworthy as any other. 
The main trouble is that the Germans are now trying to do 
what other peoples did in other centuries and to do it at their 
expense. 

For myself, I wish that Professor Banse's book could be 
made required reading for all Americans who undertake here­
after to talk or write about peace, disarmament, or the Kellogg 
Pact. And that wish is not inspired by any desire to see a new 
wave of anti-German sentiment set in motion. Rather it is the 
expression of a desire to have these peacemakers brought face 
to face with the problem they are actually up against. And 
that problem is not the problem of German nationalism but of 
nationalism wherever it is found. 

Professor Banse's book is an intelligent, straightforward, 
honest statement of the case for German nationalism. It blurts 
out the truth instead of disgui ing it. And the truth is that 
there can be no peace between German nationalism and French 
or British or Italian nationalism, because in a nationalistic world 
there is no way under heaven to reconcile rival territorial ambi­
tions or adjust conflicting national rights. All our post-war 
peacemaking has been founded upon the assumption that you 
could reconcile the modern states system and its doctrine of 
integral sovereignty with a ystem of international peace and 
order. Now we are on the verge of a new war because na­
tionalism and peace are themselves mutually exclusive. And in 
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a vain effort to postpone conflict Europe has scrapped the 
League and gone back to the balance of power because that and 
not the League is the appropriate instrument of a nationalistic 
world. FRANK H. SIMONDS 

The Great Cham 
The Life of Samuel Johnson. By Hugh Kingsmill. The Vi­

king Press. $2.75. 
NY general biography of Samuel Johnson is bound to con­

tain a great deal that is familiar and not much that is 
new. evertheless, the author of this interesting short 

study does more than merely present an introductory account 
for the benefit of those unfortunates to whom Boswell and the 
rest are unfamiliar. His purpose is to rescue the great man 
from those who would show him off as a kind of monster, and 
in pursuit of that purpose he manages to be both entertaining 
and instructive. 

Boswell revered his Doctor. At the same time there can be 
no doubt that both he and his contemporary rivals regarded their 
subject as a literary opportunity and that they realized the lit­
erary value of his peculiarities. Boswell, of course, had long 
planned a Life and, as Mr. Kingsmill points out, had developed 
a systematic technique for leading his victim on to furnish him 
with striking copy. He returned again and again to sore sub­
jects, he displayed a genius for inventing dilemmas and asking 
questions which stung the great man to fury, and then he glee­
fully set down as typical the most violently unreasonable opin­
ions which he could trap the moralist into uttering. The result 
is that we are persuaded to accept as characteristic many vigor­
ous but monstrous judgments which are, in iact, merely exam­
ples of the unreason into which any man may be led by a skilful 
tormentor. Boswell needed only to advance some painfully 
heretical opinion to wring from Johnson a more and more des­
perate defense of orthodoxy, and many of his most outrageous 
pronouncements can be directly traced to a deliberate provocation. 

It is plain that Johnson did not apply to his friends the 
intolerant principles which he enunciated, and in all probability 
he would not, for example, have consigned Rousseau to the 
plantations if Boswell had not praised the heretic for the quali­
ties which Johnson could least endure to think about. When he 
was left to himself, his good sense and good nature triumphed 
over his moral principles exactly as his sensitive literary feeling 
triumphed over his equally narrow literary principles. Thus 
he could regret that Shalc.espeare was not more didactic in his 
plays, but when Mrs. Thrale had trapped him into asserting 
that a passage in Young was mCJre poetical than any similar de­
scription by the author of 11Macbeth,'' he soon after recanted 
impulsively: "Young froths and foams and bubbles sometimes 
vigorously, -but we must not compare the noise made by your 
teakettle here with the roaring of the ocean." 

In reality the great moralist was not only an adrnowledged 
pessimist but an uneasy, unwilling skeptic. "The cure for the 
greatest part of human miseries is not radical, but palliative." 
"Lif c must be filled up, and the man who is not capable of 
intellectual pleasures must content himself with such as his 
senses can afford." Because he believed these things he believed 
also that he could not do without religion, but he le.new that only 
dogged, unreasoning orthodoxy could save him from the intel­
lectual doubts which his reason could not meet. He thundered 
at Boswell, not for the purpose of convincing either Boswell or 
himself, but to dismiss subjects which he did not dare to specu­
late upon. All his strictness of principle arose from a sense of 
his own weakness. "If," he said, "I had no duties, and no 
reference to futurity, I would spend my life driving briskly in 
a post chaise with a pretty woman." And it wa surely no prig 

who, when someone objected that gifts to beggar were often 
wasted on gin, burst out impatiently: "Why should they be de­
nied such sweeteners of their existence .... Life is a pill which 
none of us can bear to swallow without gilding; y,ct for the 
poor we delight in stripping it still barer, and arc not a barned 
to show even visible displeasure if ever "the bitter taste is taken 
from their mouths." His expatiations on the importance of 
birth were self-inflicted penances because, as he once confessed, 
he "hardly knew who his grandfather was"; his Toryism, which 
entertained no illusions about the superiority of the nobility, 
was merely a product of his pessimism and based itself upon an 
argument strangely like that of Pascal. "There would," he 
said, "be a perpetual struggle for precedence, were there no 
fixed invariable rules for the distinction of rank:, which creates 
no jealousy as it is allowed to be accidental." 

For a century at least every critic of Johnson has remarked 
that his fame rests upon his personality and not upon his writ­
ing. No one, however, seems to have remarked something which, 
perhaps, Mr. Kingsmill implies-namely, that Johnson's achieve­
ment was, nevertheless, an artistic one, that he is great because 
he created himself. Our affection for him does not depend, as 
our affection or admiration for a real person generally does, 
upon any aireement with his opinions or any approval of his 
aims. We do not, even, like him any the more for having the 
things which most offend us explained away. We like him for 
the same reason that we like a character in a work of imagi­
nation-not for his rightness or his goodness, but for his vitality, • 
for his being so vividly himself. Johnson does not belong with 
the great historical personages so much as with the great figures 
of fiction-with Falstaff, Don Quixote, and the Peppercorn of 
Thomas Mann. If his greatness as a character owes something 
to the art of Boswell, it owes even more to the original whose 
life task was the creation of himself. 

Incidentally it is strange that Mr. KinJ?smill, having the 
thesis he has, should make nothing of the fact that we now 
know from Boswell's notebook how unscrupulous--or artistic­
he was when it came to rephrasing Johnson's remarks. In one 
place Mr. Kingsmill even quotes the famous "I'll come no more 
behind your scenes, David, for the silk stockings and white 
bosoms of your actresses excite my amorous propensities," when 
we know that what Johnson actually said was something much 
more downright and much less "Johnsonian." 

JosEPH Wooo KRUTCH 

Short and Salty Annals 
Yillage Tale. By Phil Stong. Harcourt, Brace and Company. 

$2. 

T HIS third and, in some respects, best novel by Phil Stong 
has a more complex and interwoven design than either 
of his earlier books. Drury Stevenson, the village bgo, 

who puts Elmer Jamieson up to peppering his wife and Slaugh­
ter Somerville, the village squire, with birdshot, is himself less 
innocently involved with the wife of Bolly Hootman, Somer­
ville's hired man. Drury's daughter Lulu, unsuccessfully in 
love with Somerville, hoodwinks her suitors impartially into 
whatever will help her spin her little webs of mischief. Somer­
ville gets Sybil Jamieson, in respectable divorce, without fighting 
with her birdshot husband, but he avenges Bolly, horribly beaten 
by Drury, and himself upon the true villain of the piece. Those 
philosophical, bawdy elders, Ike Crane and Tessie Oosthoelc, 
appear whenever there is need for their dry, sly remarks. The 
tory is tight, if not almost knotted, with a variety of actions. 

It has three triangles: Somerville and Sybil and Elmer; Drury 
and Mate and Bolly; Lulu and Ben and Eddie. It runs, tersely, 
through the whole history of Drury's malice and Somerville'• 
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