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THE DRAUA OF PASSOVER 

By 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

At 
The Temple 

On 

Sunday morning, April 1, 1934. 



~ne story of Passover, my fri_ ds, a ell· s the 

ro of F~ ssov r, 'oses, d " e s, .. oolic :~ presentation of 

Fas so -Pr, tne Sed.i:>r, , re .. 11 full of" dr· 1c:1. . '::i e ,, '.'.>ra. dr•:..ma 

mP. ns de ds, c.ctio. , , l- t ese tnr a. t1 °mes coi-nected .., it t e 

a ' over are r ulet \''i t1 c"lction . 

You to-re t · e Seder: t 11e Seder is " drai1atic r neti tion 

of ti1e story o. he -xodus .:.nd it is t ·J erfect ettin6 for tha t 

story. T.c e table is , careful arr,.1.L em 0 11t of ~ynoolic •)ron-rt ies 

co.. ecteci vi t i t E:-::od s d o ,, .st r of ~ta .,e er .. ft could 

t"".ve L.1proved upon it. In t e Haggadah L • series of seen s 

and ta 1-=-aux ull of color [.1 d : ct ion. He_ e is t· ,.P fi:.s tive boo rd 

c round • 1ic. t - tire r oli ay rests . 

t ti .. e -~ d of tie t""'ole tie futi er of tlLe . ouse, 

ent1~ro ed LS it , ere, in rli 5ni t y and. i o or, al d. c rom ci l i i is 

vlif e , c.1 il c.r n, fr ie ds t: d. a sti·a1 6er -- al .. c1ys 0. ~trc. ier '1t 

t e Sed r t le -- s .. nbolic of osni t:1lit ; l Cl. urot1 ... erli e s 

(remem·>er tn: .. t ·1 ere stra1 ~e~~ in t L d f Egypt) . ~ne 

t-- le itself i3. i:;litt r wit t e li tr1t o.:· tn fest i va l candles, 

t1 •,:it linen, s· dnir 5 .ilv-rinutieric: color of dn 

uiri t of joy , un·u ,w <led j 1y. his is a noliday of a at 

deliv ranee, of freedom fro , slavery, d v0 rytuing t • t con-

tributes to tle en-er ~~d u i ss of tie 1oli ay is nPre . 



- 2-

On ti t SP.me f stive oo~.r d is 1.e 11 bread of fliction 11 , 

t1 P. r:w. t ... ot: , tLe tili.. r of a ... _ t, nd ;anu rin6 ; t! :J i ter 1.er-

whic if' re,nin ce t o thP- .-:nbi ttered lif'e of our ancestors ; 

s lt- vat r I c is s·~bolic of te · rs . It is L bacK0 rom1d of 

trug dy agu.i!ls t ,~ .. i cn our 1 ai i ess becomes more zestful 

d treas edl 1 en ti re is ti..c ro <--s t d sna : oo e • ici is 

sJmbol ic of sacr ifice ~ r t1 e roasted 11· c1. sy . olizes tr e 

Passover sacri fie i tie , ci t ' Ptnple i J ..... rusalern . l1u-re can be 

no freedor!l ,·:it out s· crifice . ... n.:::re c, r 1 ot oe ::u nro ~ress \Lt· -

out sacrifi<·e of suust ce , of na"D i ess , o::· life i s.:::lf . 

t:. t stra e 

mystic le
0

~.dary fi ro.r , t.P illusiv ,and rer upon t e face of 

t P art , t.e propiet o rvrust cor e ..>ef or tie . e . ia.1 C' n 

arm a r , ::lijai Y .. o c ::i ,s ofte1 but as of te n v 1 :. s. e-s . 1 P str e 

1 
0 

nd is s ... gnt:ic' t . T re sets ... i s cu-o, touc· ed , m sterious, 

a sor t of 1:wn:il li · tio of on , r efsi on ct. ·nr (Jy rs 1 a drear.is . 

£.t1 er olds up tne d f r o. t J moment ti · t t 

, tz0 !'Ind sc> s II is is t·1'::; ., ·e · d. 0f r flictio. \1 • C! our -f'or 

ftti=rs a te int~ • d from t t • t mmn.:.nt t1 r ou 

ti - l as t v ords f. ti Ha gadc wn • c1 close in t e mad ia y 

.. : dr.:. [ l of 11 C c:..d .... d· • • 11 it is full of rctio1 , mov !!le 1t nd 

c lor . 

Ci il r n yo , l le 1 VP t nl·v. T1·t i 

t Sed.:.r ~Pr vice i dirPct 0 d ri : rily to tie cidla 

I y 

I t 
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• t • 1d t • • t t- u·r. ' • • t • II 1s nE youn0 c1..1 ·, .o onens 1.1.e service ,,1 H ne . 1,1.s c an. 

And it is to him th t the wnole recital of t- e s truu~le i c. dir-ct 0 d . 

t is ti.e CI ilciren WHO unt for t e aul L cm-:1en, ti t bro ren nalf 

of tLe mc.itzo wi ic· _ somenm. ia d.ers c ,. c. y c.. d will not return until 

t e Pye of o. e cl ver lad or lassie fPr .ts it out · rorn its 

hidin6 ... l;ic-=- [_ d triU":lp!ia tly r -stores it to its proper nlace on 

tne Sed-r t aole . It is tie voices of little <"l ilaren wno sing 

tile fjnal so so t SPd r. 

· tot onl do t.1. e C i l re. con tr . oute to t! l r ul· y-f or 

t SOl'le u:.1acco t, ole si~ r-..1, _our tra.. crs au e<; r 

an OP . i to • s~~ ,,u .... r- t io 1s, J.P is,e 1 e • c .. ed !1'. , t .e 

i .. ioce?t □c , and a stra er· 10 d 0 s n t to as au- s tions 

or ,n""t to as . T11 cir ma is dialo 0 ue . _ac . 01 e : t se 

four !:!lY t ..... rLous visitors 1s :-.· ne to as1c ( uestion c?.nd each 

one is answ-red ap"!)r opri.· tely. 1e irst o P, t.e wise man, is 

a sw>:red unilosop.uicc:..11"{. Le seco .. u, t .1.e ic ... ed . is 

:insw-red i.. dic,Tu.'1.l tly ; t·.e ti ird, t .. e ii oc t mcm, is an~, · r d 

dicic-... ctica l l ci tie fourtn, the one w:.o i..nows not •;hat to 

as ... nor how to c.: sk, is :: ns ~-pred co1.:1 a sionat ly . Drama} 

n t:.a.i ~ i }-; ti1e st ran e sPr vice , t1 ;; rti s tic, drama tic 

ere tio1 of a ueople ti ... c.t has a sens for -cu drariatic Pcaus 

stor or t 

that is J l 

een _nd is o full of drama. You t· -e tiie 

'i:·s t revol tio .1. r-cor d i ory l • 0 'irst 

stru ·le of .... p opl or fr edom. Ti r 1 v b n man· si ce 



a d tr ere will u r:lary i ti.Le future out t is is ti ... e cla sic 

i ·st revolution . 10.. L ~r are t 11 t}ie actors wi.ici1 go into 

a nonul· uurisi . - del • r ~ated. 

Ti P d.ra'lla 0 1 rs 0.1 a sce1 e o:f ~uf eri u, of c urse . 

Isr ..... el is Pl 1 :,.Jed. For mo e t i.ian four .. uh red ye .rs hf s 

o '-en euslc.: ved. ..e 

bt..ild ci tiE:s :or Phc:1ro 1. THev must even rovici 0 U,eir ow1 straw 

for tl e liric.1-:s v:nicJ ... go into t1 ouilciin ~ of r:1i "'- ty eoi ·f ices of 

ti~se oppressors. ·Leir c· ilJre:.1 ari=- doomed to destruction if 

t1.ey haouen to ..>. nal . T -....ey .... 1· e c, st into tne rile. Tl1e scene 

oners upo1 t~e w1iv _·sa l ·n::u:is· of, p op~e batt red into 

servitude or r ore f'our nuncreo. 

sown lif is 

a drama in itself - - o..-" ti t :e s 1all spor : i n. r:10r.ient ..... nd 

is struc le begil s to set t}1r;.s sL ... v s fr.., . It is a t ofold 

str .::_ le,, cr_ci st is ow people 2nd ten a g, ir .. st "heir comr.ion 

foe . For vr1 il t _ 1?Ponl , a t to • e f re t .... ey ... r slr1.ves 

wl ose sou.ls are corrunted by c ntLri 1f slavury, to such a 

d t,ree t ' t t1 tur1 un 1 their o lP.aa r, a d . . os s o trayed, 

r.ru.st flee fr) 1 ii' ~t . 

e is u .!on d bt..c,: nn i driven bac.: b c: vision 

-ii hici ne Ci .. nnot den . He sets about a • i il tLe wor. of 

tle deliv ranc of s peopl fro, sl'"VPry. e ries to 

n rs· de -p .ople, to r an en il them tie me:nori s of c cl nt 

fre dom. Ti n lis t gl gins an ina.lly d C'.!til y inter-
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fere<:'. T1 e plagues and misfortuni::s , r e v..:..si ted o the E n'"D tians . 

r1· t· -f "d 11e ""g;yp ians are cL rai . Israel tc:..:i..:Ps coura(.~e. _ inally the 

signal is gi ren to flee fro1n H"gypt . Our great drama in Et;,ypt is 

over . 

T:i1.::> slaves come to t :r~ s11ores of ti1e :?.Pd 5Pa. Before 

them is the sea c.- nd bE>hind ti em is t '1e ener.zy. Tllen tne sig,n 1 

is a.51:"1.in given for t11c couraeeous neoule to mb,rci1 into the 

sea. The s 0 a is turned into 

me.rcn to safety . Tue dr of tae first revolution closes on 

a hig:;_1 note of "'.:lory . .los es End t1 e ci:il c..ren of Egypt sang 

t:;_1is song : 11 ':i:'. e Lord God is my stren0 ti: c.=i.nd my song, n.na he 

1u~s become sal vt.tion . 11 

The 1 if e of .:oses is full of dr • The 1 i f'e of :. oses 

is t he drama o: i. Proic l 0 ad0r si1ip ju~t as tn° Story o,. the ~xodus 

is the.drama of revolt . .,11osPs is the • irst ere t ::9i=-rsonali ty 

t 1at 2.puear s on tt1e $tac..,e of ni.st')ry . Up to tilis time all 

religions were anonym~us . Jo great narae is id0 ntified with 

instinctive cre::,i, tions of the hones of t:i e people . tlitl.i. :i.ioses, 

a eat dynar, :c nersonality auuears on tre seene of religion . 

. ,to es becomes a visionary and a ere tor of religion. Stucents 

of rel igion a::::e impressed witt. t!-e nerso ality of 11 r.'.:~vel 11 in 

ire Bible . 11 Yaveh11 of' tl J3io le is no uale mete.uhysical c1.ostraction . 



is a most vivid -rsonulit . H i 

11 I a .. '11. t1· • I am. 11 lt is undouot 0 dly t e t :1 tit v:, s t1_e a.rngzj1i~ 

nersot o.li t, •. 
. 

dra.I!la of ed .L ig· ot of -.TOd • .,__ t::- ... ose-s one 0 a 

.. oses i.~ doomed at i is very oirt -· HP is to De c~ .. st 

i to t i1e ... i i= • He, 1:Lo is t o e tie d livPr r of Isr .. el, is 

n.iPlsPlf deli.v red by ti .. e 1 .. an of a .Jrincess of' :s - t' r. p ny 

of Isrcel . O'J _rov,s :p in tne pale-Ce o:f t.ne .-:in~. 

:,ot ~ t e drana] Ti i s slc-V uot is oro 1 1 t llp in the pala ce 

')\'JS up 

of I is roti....-rs. 3et cen jo 

des ce .. ds i to t11e ov ls 

love, t ,; en ride t,; < 

loy. 1 t , .. os s c1 nos s lo? 1 ty. Da b , 1e sees t _e ::. vi g 

multi tuuPS of slE v s antl • .as s di s covers 1 • s t t s£ i life, 

is milSiOI . 

F-1 comest}1e ext erea t dran tic moni=int . In the 

ua~sion of unco1 trolled .rout , 1 .... slays e 

n .... xt da.r 1e :s o trayed by ner., ~rs of li~ own ) oule . He 

is forced to fl e fror:1 Eg_yot im'!1i=idintely. 

:.oses b cor.ies a sr e:pnrd iu th l· 1d o.c .. idian. 

u riod of ~uiritut.l ~ st&tioJ. t; es l a ce in·1 · ~ life . r:lJ.en 

long 

co. €)S a &: ~, wh n t e voice o,.. d sti v su: mo s nim L j dn. od 

a n ears to 1 .. im as a co sUJ.iu .:: .. <=!at, cs C N ul'ize, ai ov r~,-1°lming 

co1 viction. God ap· .. "' ars to .. os . s i t. uur i 6 us:. and 

co ... r • ds • im to r'-turn to ti1e t em .; ,,orl d o" th Pile, to 1 ave 
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,... uci b_ l alo 

H mus t c1epc rt :rorn t e fr li of tJ. .. c. desert. He must l 0 u.ve 

t.-. t , orld ,.:. .. ci =-o i to t 1 d., ..1·_.._ su: rir1 t . 

,iOS S .tl si tates . .tle □10-',S w. rt t}jp ass S do ,.,,, :.. ti. ti ir 

1 -: ders. 110, t· e· • ·ec. r tL m down ::: o. or ·r~~ t1.c.lr J.-arts. e 

recoils from t· is . 11 •• 1 o am I ? ,Ly s d . e? - am uut La.d.111 

tha t C' .1.L10t oe leuied. ifo rn· can 

(.. - i<: m: 1 vis .... on. - t rns t ~ E:Y!)t . He a,ain o0 5 ins 

is wor .. : , 'i rs t to u rsua.de his own u 0 oule th' t t.1ey ·cc t 

fr edom d ti: , ... t t1 ey be wi l li to :p th -price of freedom. 

71 e ; re a f raid . But _.o!=; 0 s 'QP r ists. . e ul .:i.ds 

wit 1 is n ople . ter en 

t e run....,er for reedor1 . A ueoplP rise ir r volt . neo le 

ul'PC:U\. t ·1rou~.) t·.P co fil inw alls of four centuries of 

servi tucie into t i . open f r fr edom. 

But tile drama of .. oses do s not end n.ere . 1._oses 

lads is ople. to ti • oot of ... ouut Si i . r.: i.J ows tH t 

t es slaves 1i~ve b e.1pi ,s·c-lly P,mancip·•ted out t1 t suirit 'lly 

t.r ey wer c· bP 1 o freedom wi t1 out L ,., _ t the 

f ot of ..!t . Si i 1 w is giv to ti _e pe o:pl . e...-, moral code 

is reclaimed to . • -:ind. A f ·: d· t 1~ er t · e"' ~1 c ves, t, inted 

it s rv: tude, erect ~o~ t1eJs&lv s. old calf b :ore ~uicn. tney 

.rrostrb..te t emselves i ~oana.on . . .. os s realizes t!iat thes 



people v-.. o c.:.111 llC rounc. , 1 o t r , d • • to ui 1 d a 
" 

nation in a free 1.4.nd. Ti1 se Iml.st n r sn in t ' .e wilo..=.rness . For 

fort yP&rs ti is le w i ver , ti is "riE:d c r: d trouo 1 d 11· . lec...ds 

t 0 se fr ed •.1e tr.au ' . n 1t yPt free men ti roui:;1 t.n 

tnro 1 v1· .r , tLroUt;1 • ung 0 r, f r L! e . tly enouncin ti em 

qu .u.tly his 1 • fe Hda 6 -=-r d . e l= ·ds t ·em ~ile a t tie s ·me 

time t ;::.r ci1i ... ti1e Il <..., gen r~t.J.O t u rL ci-ol .=:- s of freedom , t · e 

perils of fr euom \iilic1 re to preferr d t "' t ie s curity of 

. ·t t uri ~s t .em to tr t Lre olC:. o: t:.e l a.no. of 

Cc.Ill.an. t is tL ?romi .... d r d to •;ar ~ .L. cl lis I? res are 

directed. But 1 i~ co· u d d t o ascend .. t ... ebo to lo h<: over 

tie la d v11. ici1 le ill ot O ·0 °rmi tted t o . t r. .or a 

lee der mu.:;t die 1;, : t · ... _s om g nc.r · tion. .'"'re , on top of 

, .t . l bo , . ,o s must fil d. f r hir:is lf [ un. .... m•,.. tomo . Ir.L 

E~ t, vast I re.mids arP erected -ror 1°•, ders , of c, tone e nd 

grani t T is l eadP.r of I r, 1 muf·t b co it nt vi t· an 

Ulli::novm tomb . ~ e a u '""el G, oriel s ret..d out hi couch. The 

D..Ilf'" 1 1i ci ae 1 s ryre;!.d a :purpl rob uuon it . he a1 t,el 

nla c d ~ ui. L low 1 .- r:i: foe t" 1 1.i s 1 -c:1. • T 1 ... . n G0d 1.im8 lf d sc ds 

r· ,ma , 

mv fri r o. fo t SU ro dr. in t ... • li -e ! 

ote o-: eo .:..c ra 
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d i.f you &.s ... for arclr.".a , loo.: :or it • lso on tl is Pa<!covP.r 

in ti.e li:°P o- ti:1P ,eoule o: IsrE: el. Tie drama of surv ivul. 

See o nany t· emes for drama rou will find: '!'Le drama o: tr e 

Exodus follm,Pd ✓ tl drama in t· c. wilf =-rne s follo ·ed y the 

cirama of t:n~ rm. r ble stru gle in t i conqu st of Canaan followed 

by a drama o: • 101 tru c.,le a6a inst idolatry fol.lowed by t4e 

dra..'118. of tr.1.e 1:>t..b lo iai Exile a 16. l • ter tl e :.rama o:. t1 e stru gle 

age. inst ~ellenism and t' 0 .:accabees fo lowed oy t·.1. drama o-r the 

stro gle a ain£!t t.t e Romans, t · ::. desLu.ctio o ti 

t;ie di sn rs ion o-r ti. 0 u onle fo _ Lo ·:ed • r t · .e drama of two t:.ousand 

y Lr s i exile follov. Pd -r tl drama of 19r- -- t· • t of tie 

Jev:'ish corrum.1.nit~ in G-rrna1y. T"nl s is t ... .1.E h:iti:- t see e in this 

dra.."lla ·~.:.c11 is Isr .. Pl I s h •. tory. 

o won er our :i 0 1 1 P i • ... :;e tL-= sense o tl.1. amatic. 

But :ortUI1G..tely, t· cue) our dramas uegi 1 in tru. ·ea.y, t" y n ..... ver 

e1 d ii traged 7
• Is1ael .... o rn 10 t o trans.."orm dross i to r;old, 

ho·, to tr-- ... sform the bread o a·"':lict i.on into t11 oread. of li f . 
a .uPstion 

Cri to, t ... e t 1enian , • of Socrb.t s just OPfore 1 e 

d1· .. t!.~ ,.e[. loc..,;: -- Socr~tes, you ,;lll r call , was s .nt need 

to deati1 t::.e t1 eni· 1s . Fl u. to i1 nis in. .ortal dPc-criJ.;.d t· 

iours of Socrates witi his fri ds ~ ~ discipl s 6 r ti 0 r d about 

lim. Crito, 01 of SocratPs 1 d r t disciples as ed o 

Socrat s : 11 o' do yo w~s .1. to .)UriPd?' Socr ates r "Olied : 

last 
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of ::;e , the ::;Jirit of e . 1• T'nis is true, r.1,7 'ri.::._ds, in I sr· 1 . 

he spi r it of t· e _ acE=> is i .. 0 1 • oha'.:>le, t .. P. seed of et 0 rnal 1 if e 

is i us or •:e could not i1/;,.Ve _iv d t rough thi~ dra.rna . 

T.!lc1.t song which .. o~ es o. "'r-e- chil,~r n of I sr el s· g by 

t_ p r.ed Se·-3. ;. t ne cl 1 e o: t e i rst d_amH. , th t "O ~ I src ... el 

1 .... s c•un,::; in e r0 r ;r ,~ e ·den ev 0 ry drama turned out t'.:> be a r:1.ir-acle 

play . In 1934 , t i1e J 0 , s of Gc.rn y , li ~- tl 0 Jev:s of B •b~rloni.~ , 

will "'lso sin~ i t. .. .. x ye r , i ten Jea.rs, i one r ... un red 

YPc.r s, t_ y will also si:ig : 11 T e L rd is my stre gt and my 

song , a d h [...S b come my c~lv· tio II 

san ... li .t"" 1-ad i to t e ··Ll,ters . The· 

b l itPra t d trem. But I ~ 
is 

tI .. o.t fti e dr.:una of I sra.el . 

on . 

of Israel 

i ilated. History 

rruna of Passov 0 r --

w:,nen t1 OU ... il t Go tJ. rouo l 1,· \.aters I ·:ill be r t 

you • a - 1 r i v .... rs ·1i 11 ot ov 0 r f l or: t -~e . Tie1 t ouwilt ..,.ass 

t hr ou611 tn~ 'ire tnou •, il t ot oe bur n d • 1 d t1 ;:i -f'la.-ne v;i 11 at 

o~ ca dle a_aL s t you, -1· r thou a r t et :c ial . 11 
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