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dSDAC!r OF ADillKSS DILIVERKD BT IABBI SILVER J..T ftB TDPLB, USV. ROAD AND 
liS! 105'lH SmEE'f O!f SUBDAY OBBIBG, APRIL 15, 1934. 

DI GOD I CM I TKUS~ 

Man'• ulti te trust in life t be in a philo■opq of life. !he reli ou 

man pa.ta hia trust in a r ational UDiverse. Be a "WDea that t.bi• complex and 

117■terioua lUUT rs• 1n which both 11B.tt r ~ oind exia\ ia the manifea\a.tion of 

a aupreme creatift mind. I\ 1• an a■alllDp\ion veey amch like sim11 assumption• 

which 1Ulderl1• all acient1f1c theories. For acience , itself, 1a not wi\hout ita 

}qpotbeaea, its infer ncea and 1ta s -eculations. 

is warranted in believing th t God exists. Science itself baa de omtra ted 

that mq echanietic explanation of t he univer se ia no longer tenable. Life and 

thought can not be explained in terms of chemical and ~si c r actions. !he hope 

once ent rtained that the la ofa\017 would 7ield all tr11\h baa been a andoned 

b7 science even • mankind i fast a oandoni t hop that the machine will 

71el4 all good. 

!he God in whom the rel igiou man believes su■taina d guides th 

wuver■• d th refore he u tain■ and guides man who is an 1n:t'in1tea1mal 

&Ddinaigni ficant part of thl a univ ree. God'• plan mu.st mabrace man•• life. 

!he God in whom the religious man trusts is good Oo4, for eTil 1• that 

which ia imperfect. weak and maladJu te4 and imp rfect1on ~.Y.Aot be ascribed 

\ 11Upreme intellig~nce. 

Th religioua ee\a himself in tune with Goel in whom he tnat• through 

his efforta to eradic ' te \bat which 1• imperfect, e· and la.dJu:· ted in hi• 

own life and in in the life of aociet7. 

apirihal link b t•e•n man and 'locl. Aa n work for th• d 1 ae emsel••• 

in them, }:IUt\1 their complete tru t in them, thej beco stro , confident 

and 1Ddefeaa1ble and t ey a lwqa ap· r i tuall.7 rewar ed. 



therefore the Bible fr ntly dmonishes us not to put our trust in 

power,• alth, in our om aelf-sutficieney or in other men. !'he7 offer ma 

no ermanent aecuri\7. 'lo build one•• life upon it ia to build one•• fowi t i on 

upon ahif\1 sand. Trust in Ood and in the el rnal value and validi \7 of 

UlliYera 1 id ala. GiTe ua that atrength which men need. 
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One of the chief fwlcti ona of religion. my riends, is t tell 

men w t t o t 71st i n and bat not to trust in. The word trust come• frOlll 

the ar...me r oot the word true. In other words, it is the function of 

religion to tell men hat is true. reliable e.nd dependable and what ia 

unreliable. In our search !or happ1nesa in life, for securit7, for honor, 

there are roads open to ua. many roads whi ch seem t o lea.A to these 

desirable enda. Mo- t of these roada end in th wilderness. The tunction 

of religion is to ad.vise u which road will lead us t o the goal we set for 

ourselvea. Unfortuns..tely mos t men ignore the admoni tion which religion 

vee for the r oad t which religion 1 ointa ia • rd road nd the gate which 

leads through tlu:..t rod is narrow gate. 

~ Bible echoes nd re-echoes the w r d truat. It i s full of 

admonit i on a s t n what is trust and ht is dis trust. And it is also 

a.w[&.1'• t ru t mos t men will ignore its counsel. There r e numerous thin ,s, 

accordin t o the Bible which men \..l......,,,_ ...... t not to tru t in, f or those that 

trust in them bui ld their livea upon foundat i on• that e shifting sand. Cne 

of t he things, ac ·ordin t o the Bible whi ch men should not truat in, 1• 

plqaical power, power, force. en•• security OU.:?lt not to be placed in 

peysical force. en are sometimes inclined t o d that, especi ally cen 

collectivel7, that is, nat i ons. There are n· t i ona today , or example. 

which pin their hopes in the future upon nUgJnent tion of their physical 

po .. r, upon ter armies, upon gre ter nav1 s. 'Di~•• 01pels of aalv· tion 

1>7 word have b n pl dged in "'n"'•"' p· rta of the world '°dB¥. The youth 



of thew rld is in t nght \o belieT tru. t the O'r7 and pre ti of their 

tion depend• upon this pn_,sical atr~, mil1t· ri , air plain•• t s. 

There ha never b en race ho ever powertul t t d pended on pqeic 

force that did not ult tely go down into compl t def t. OQr lib le 

baa rned ua: 1 Thos t . t put th ir tru.t in chariot•· d tho t t 

put their trust in hors s, \hey e bowed down d i 1•1• 

eople put their t tin the exploit tion of their fellow 

men and in conqu . t, in wipi out their competitor. Life to th• is a 

of con u at. They mu t obt in victori •forth m elve• r~ rd.le• of 

• t 1 t e cost t o other .eople. ! ey 

over corp••• t reac th ir al Justs 

aelv••• !hey will c 

· t e 

it · cy in trampling 

reach \he hei&bt• 

t. rob and pecu.l te 1th which th y set f' or t 

otherpeople 1a money ,....mble . ay the r sources of other people. 1'he7 

will anipul~te and will resort to 11 sorta of trickery in order \o 

secure for them elv • supr po er and control. Thia baa b D n true of ao 

JDaDl' people in our own country in the l ast few y a. Thal discredi\ecl 

old man, would be fu.git1Te from Justice, is now on hi way back to 

thi • count which he diahonored and be\rqed to rec i Ye, e hope, the 

• 
puni sbment du him. t man in company with ao many other bu•lzie a mea 

. 
put their tl"U9t, th ir aupreme goal, the ambition■ of their lwea upoa 

a lie, the lie f financial exploi tion which br-.,-,~t ru111 upon t nem-

sel Y • and upon th sand• of t · ir ell ow • 'J!hpr fore the Bible 

admonish•• us int t Psalm 66 which Ir d thi1 orn1 . •Do not pu.t 

your trust in xplo· t ation d in robb rr, ut in 7our faith.• 

Th rear ople, o t em whom 7cm. kn •, • o put their t t 1A 
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wealth, riches, money. 'l.'here is no a curlty ithout money. oney 1• 

their fortrese. ~ ,his their golden road which will lead them \o their 

happ1us•. You 1 o about you and see how that tru.s't • oeen broken 

in the l ast few year•, how tDaJl1' people who put their trust in alth and 

amassed !o tunes have b~ea discoT red, how a turn of f ortune left th• 

bereft, and defe .... ted d defenseles.s. 

Th.ls is true no\ only of indivi dual• 1. ut al■o of nations. Look 

wh: t ha.Jl)ened t thia n· tion whose wealth 9,::iemed almost inexhaustible. 

Becau ~e Justice , d righteousness did not control our oaJor economy, did 

not fairly ap -ortion our we· lth, ecause greed • d avarice permitted 

that ealth t o be accumul ted in the halide of a few, suddenly, over night 

• it were, this al th of t~e people diaappe· ed, the many and the few 

• ~re suddenly impoverished, and the wealthiest IW-t i on on e~rth waa 

plunged into sudden poverty and forced to tee\ one-fourth of i ta 

populc..t i on wi th dolee u.nd charity-. Admonishes the Bible: •He who 

puta his faith in hisll!alth solely, th t nan will f 11.• 

Some put their trust in themselves, 1n their own knowledge, in 

their own wisdom and in their own capaci ty and their own Judtpien\. The7 

are conceited eapeciall7 if they hanpen to be su.ccesaf'ul. They are 

over-confiden\ and a re impatient of ot.her _ eopl•'• opiJlion. They a.re 

intol rant f other people•• cri\icism. !'hey ve no sem• of dependeJlC1" 

on others. They do not realize the simple truth th .. t ost of what man 

ia and what a man ha• 1• given to him by others. They lack modesty. 



'l'he7 lack h 11 ty. 

Bible onishes a 

a. tool.• 

The are over trusttlil in th selT •· d the 

in 1 •!he rnan who trua\a Ua him elf too much la 

eople trust in oth r en, specially it other en ha a 

to be po rl'ul. They e t 0 os l ve dependent upon th good will or 

favor ot other people. 

are wor~ of~ tru t 

Tb.a\, \oo, 1• mistake bec· n e aome people 

d mos\ p ople are unworthy ot our trust. Ia 

lime• of cr1•1• en you most need. o\her n, when you need that 1a­

div1cmal in wham you tru.at, in times of criai■ me» become selfish and they 

became selt-ce.nt re4 s ek1 irat their 01l'n aecurit and ••lf •· 1 nda 

often t • betrq. R l a tiv • become aa un u le a• ' \er. The neareat 

and d arest v ry often turn ont to be ve'r7 al nder reeds upon which'° 

lean for sup ort. Th r fore \he Bible ain 

man tilat tru.a\a 1n man and m ea flesh his aim.• 

low degrN upon hom ou cOWlt 

unreli le.• 

y• in d th 

•euraed is the 

And a a.int •Them 11 of 

n of high de ee are 

!hen,, o, many p opl, in fact moat of ua put our trust ill 

l71Dg orda • d lo •, in catch-words. • were 1 4 1Ato the orld az 

b7 lyi word.a and by th slo an • J. war to ~..v the world s· ta for 

d oeruey.• e • re r 47 to cr1f1ce ur liv•s for a alo • 

know t , it m'\ • w •to ~- the world s • f r d er~ but a 

• macle by ., .... ~r• d inter .. • tional c pi tali \a. It. waa a war ma.cl• 

b7 mni\1011 .... wra. • pu.\ ou.r t.ruat ill al 1llu•1on. Men \od are 



-5-

penaittin& t emselv • to pu th ir trust i n ly1 ord•: inn.- t i onal i am, 

patriotism, r ·- c1al1 • p r • redneaa. In moat in tnc a th e 1711'& 

word■ are d e~t i ona, prop nnda by individual.a who t d t profi\ b7 

miel adi.Dg the ma.saea for selfi ah r '" aona. Y t, n are ao r dy to 

put, their tru.et in \hem. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

And• throo.owut the Bible, r i ends, as your d it■ 1 or 1 

p a and li ten to 1 t• s1>iri tual d c t rines, y u. haft e tantly thia 

dmoni t,1 0111 •Put not yr:mr trust, in po r, iJ th, 1n explo1 t tion, 

in y urself, in oth r en.• To build y u.r l f n ·, ie to build y ur 

toun t i on on shifting and. 

t, aball man put hi trust in? And to \hi the Bible i• ci-7st, l 

clear, p ai tive, rep t i t oua, 1n..,1a nt. ~t, your trust in God and do 

good. Put your trust in God and do good. There 1• e _ .. u;;.te. re 1• 

the lle . The ia t e cry t lliz~t · on of · 11 -'-~A ied , of the 

fllin entali\7, of th • ce of r 1 gion. '!h r • re two p ta t Un■ 

manda\e, both b lo~~ to the • · e c ntral unity. ru.al in God aD4 

Do cl. !hia defia.1\i on from the Bible was written down, I sup ose ■0111119 

\ en\7-five mm.dred :,e a o. It ma11 w r to rite ad t1n· t1oa 

of r•ligion tod3T I am sure he clJUl.d write n bett, rand no or c rehenai Te 

one t tbia. Let me red to 700. a defial.tiOD of rel i gion 1\ten b7 

Profe •er Heber D. Our\ia, inent sci ntis,. Be write•t 
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"!here are h.widreda of excellent definition• of rel igion. aD4 

doubtle•• a diff er ent definiti on of the t rm would be 6 iven by each 

re(. tier, - definitions whi ch would i n each case show radica l v, r iati ona 

from thc...t 0 iven by one•s neighbor. Yet in all such definitions ther~ 

are certai n elements inc on, •o n rally accepted. so axiomatic, if 

I~ be . rmit\ed to use that t erm, \h.l.t the ind1Yidual diff erence• 

ma.y- be pa sed over a• unimportant. Pantheis t, theis t , deiet, Christian, 

Bwlt\hist, or ;. banmedan, - all have \ lea.at two common faotora. namely,­

the assumption of. or belief' in, some concept of a Higher Power of M1n4 

oYer and above \he material universe, combined with a personal ef fort to 

put one•a self in tun with the plan, wish or rill of this super-cosmic 

entity.• 

E9,.:;.ry definition of religion u may i te and reduce \o 1\■ 

conmon denomi t or you will find thee t io f actoraz trust in God 

and the do1n of good. I refer t o those two phrasea,•assumption ot• 

and •belief in, a superior mind. There is no certainty t o the 

belief in God. !'ba r i s n finality to it. One'• belief in God 

cannot ue sci ,nt i~ically demonstr· ted. No great rel1glou.a thinlcer 

ha• e•er a tt pted to demon•trate scientifically the exi•tence of 

Ood becau e science is ooey of kDowledge of thinga kDo•. Science 

cannot giYe ua God. Sci ence ha• demon•tr ted tha\ the old mechani tic 

conception of the Un1Y r•• ia no lozager tenable. Science baa 

d onstra.ted that you c ot explain the )Q'ate17 of lite and 

\houpl, tl • t 7au cannot expla in mind in t rma ot chemical aa4 



_.,_ 

plqaica.l react · ona. !he hop that the la or· tory would QnP da7 71 ld 

ua all truth has b ..,en abandoned by acience even a s manldnd ia abandoning 

the hope t • t machine will some dn_y yield 11 good, ould aomediA7 

make t..11 m~.n hapny. !bat hope too has bl?~n proved vain in oar day. 

hligion lab ed on assumotlon, and ly t o, science 

i • oased on assumption. Science recopisea tod the -element of the 

transc ndental, the infinite in the Universe. Science cannot do 

wit.bout ita hypothe ea d its inferences, so no l aw• of science todi11 

are regarded •. a fixed • d certain but are re "urded by out ta.nding 

scientiata slaw• of uncert· int7, prob bllit7, r a ther tan a• 

axioms. 

llan 18 wa.rrant Pd 1n beli evi in God. t t this complex ancl 

intrica te and mysteri ous Univerae in which th re is matter and mind 

ia a manif . t ati no an infWte mind who guld a d control•. 1'h: t 1• 

the most re f; onable explana.t1on of the pnenomenon of religion because 

it is the most r asonable, the mot m.tl.afying, the most encluring. 

I put rny rust i n a Univer e of God I put my t • st ill 

this God and i n h ia uia.,,~ement of the Uni Y 0 rae. AI)¥ m ntal groping 

and intellect 1 se rching anehow alw~• bring me back'° thi• 

ine capable f act of God. And b i-:-caus I • 0 lieYe 1D God and tbul 

he ust ins thia Universe, I believe th t he u.- talna , bee :use 

I aa a p::art, infinitesimal thouch not inelgnificanl, bu\ never\bele • 

a p · t of the Univerae which he talu and he rules. 1'hia is rq Ood 

in whom I put trust. 
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.And I believe that \hi God 1 s good God b use eTil ha.e 

no r • lily of it lf 8.Il7 more t rlcn se ia a r 'J.lity o its lf. 

To b evil is t be imperf ct, malaJusted , • 9< 1, and I cannot ppl.7 

th•• ieyar ections t an ocmip tent God. And b ca e I beli ve tha\ 

God is good I elieve t ·.1. t I realise 1117self 1n ~ e.r or\ to realize 

wba\ he conc~ived to be his will, his wiah, a.a far a.a human life 

and the human soul is concerned; in other worda in my effona to 

eradic te mp rfect1on 1n social 1·te, 1n struggle for a bnr:aan 

i eal, for Juatice, for truth. for liber~. for freedom. for pe· ce. 

I pu\ m, trust in the absolute oclnese which I conceive to be 

the v ry nature of God. !heref ore I do not ha to pu' a-.r trust in 

~sic 1 force or in al.th or in m;rself or oth r men. in 

decepti n. trwst ia in \hese idPnl.a by LLl,r;' '3"4.&8 of 1ich I 

ap9roach deity and aa I o for these ideals und aa I love ~•elf 

in them. I b come enr1che4. ■trezagt.hu.ed. 

That ia not"" dif · icvJ.t .. hiloaopby of life to conceive of. 

It 1• dif'ficult, of c urae, to practice. !he 1• men, ar., friend•• 

tho • who have the k 'Y to real human hanpines• und r tan4 \hie 

philoaophT c letel.y d tJ7 to liYe accordingl.7. 

•Be who put• hia tru.qt in God will be sav~d.• I\ 1• 

regr ttable that in our dq \hia implicit tnie\ in God baa pas •4 

oul fr m ao ~ 11 vee and because i \ baa pas ~• out ao man.y eopl• 

are d sp r· tel.y tJ71n to pin their rue\ in aomeone el••• •' 

people have no philoaop~ of life. 'fh97 expend their energiea aloq 



numer011.• veins whi ch 71eld no aatisf ct ion. Once a man r lizes that he 

UY .a in a Univerae in which God dwelle, that God con\rol• \hi.a Univer••• 

that there 1• an unfolding plan and t · .... the, the 1ndivid:ual, howev r 

amall and insie,iif i c t, ia nev~rtheless part and plan of \his Univer■e -­

once the ind.1 vi dual eta ntHJU. \ 1 inking himself w1 th thi • plan, 1 • 

lite a 8UlM richness, a purpo etuln•••• a m~anlngfuln••• which no\hing 

el can ei•e him and 1 else talma on seconda.17 and neglig ible 

importance. Then 11 • ecomee cle : d m aningtal. att r he rings 

himself in the eternal enterprise oft e iverse, in goodnese, 

ju tice, 1n the s e..iti~ o t ruth. !h· t unfortunately, my fr end • 

1• a phil~sopey hich eo in ur da;r esp ciall.7 the youn0 r ueople 

of our dq are not strivi ho.rd to under ~- an t take into their 

livea. 

OUr forefl thers tru. ted in God. Becaua they tru te4 in 

God, tb 7 • e a le to ov rcome the trio.la d tribul: tions ot all 

their exiles, tribula tiona, progro , ttoa. 'lbe7 d some OAe 1n 

whom n to tni.st. They kn- t • t ult i ely victory would be 

th ir■ c :u God •· • the •Guardi an ot Isr el.• 

Tocia3 nci some of those t r ial• that they did. I wonder 

wheth r wear ci them iththe same ith and trust they faced 1\ 

wi 1h. e he. ve no re son not to ace 1 t wi \h thP f i lh. Ood 

id still 1th us truth will conquer in t.he end. Th importaal 

t 1 tor u io k ep in mind le tillllll ait.h and tila elief in God. 
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