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~ GROii-UP 1.iT a, LOOKIIG J.! LID 

By 
&abbl Abba Hillel Silver 

At 
!he 'haple 

0A 
Sandq aoniinc, .April 15, 193' 



!'here ia a departaent in the literature ot our people whiell 

baa been des1gnate4 as grC1111-up literat-ue or wisdom literatve. 

!hat department ia represented in the Bible 07 the Book of ProTerba, 

Pirke AToth and kcleaiastea. In the Kcclesiaatee which la a later 

collection ot Jewish writiaga which were not included in the 

of the Bible, thia department of literature ia represented b7 the 

wiadoa of or a.a lt ia aometiaee called, ~ccleeiaatea. 

In tbe !alad thia department of writing is represented. 'b7 the Pirke 

AYoth, the second chapter of which I read to 7f1G. \hie ■oraing. Bow 

this literature ia rather 41at1nctiTe, what ia called didactic 

literature. !he purpose la to teach 'b7 wq of ProYerba, 1111preae aoae 

principle• of 'bnman cond:u.ct upon the ainda of the rabble to an ada«e, 

to a pi~ concise and attractiTe phrase. •ow as literature it ie not 

ot the highest order. !hi■ VP• ot literature ha• neither the aweebeaa 

aor the ll&Je•v aor the eaotional appeal of great poet17 or of great 

drama. It 1• not great art. Ita appeal ia pv.rel7 1ntellechal. It llaa 

no eloquence other than \he eloquence of tra.t.h. lbat thouchttal aen have 

learned out ot their obaervatioaa of hUlll&ll life ia here in tlua tn• 

of writing. !he conten\a i• nmerisecl and preaen\ecl for the pi.dance 

of hUllall behaga. In thia writing 7<10. will find Yer7 little compromiae 

with the ?'Clll&lltic or with the eloquent. !here 1• no wiahtal thiDkillg 

here, no pleaaant delulou. !here are no extreme affirmation• ot 

11:f'e or negation. I\ iD1t taat Jdiad ot wr1t1Dg. Onl7 the fact, 
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of h1IMll experience are presented., pleasant aad unpleaaan\, bitter 

and aweet, the posa1ble and the illpossible. In other worda, what 7ou 

haYe 1a \llia literatve, tbe Jook ot Proberb•, Pirlce J.voth and 

Wccleaiaatea ia world wiadom or the bard 41acipliae of human llfe 

against which oar 7outhtul wings aometiaea beat in Yaia until we 

are vanqv.1ahe4 and Ol1J' wlnga are broken and we come to accept tu 

inherent aoYereip tra\ha of these aphorlam and proYerba cont&i;ud 

1n thia literature. 

Bow \hi• ria4oa litera.ture ia ao\ philoaopbT 1a \he technical aenee 

of the term. If 7011 react for example the aqiag• of the J'athera which 

7011 flnd in 7aar prqer 'booka 700. will cl1acoyer MDT couciou a7at•• 

ot e'1uca derived froa -iv •claool• of thoa&ht or baaed on JlaDT 

priaclplee of philoaopbT. !here ie no apeculation. Wc,thing like 

the apeClllatioa in Plator•a 8 Aca481V'•• or la the •Lyceua of 

aiatotle• or in the 1Porch1 of the stoics. It ia Just an acC\lBllation 

of the frapatlc wiadoll cleriYed froa life itaelt. ~ becauae of 

that it repreaenta t.he ·hlghea\ tn,e of philo•~• \he picle to life. 

Md atter 7aa. rea4 theae cbaptera 7011 are lapresaed b7 oae 

fact - the rwrlcable balanc• of Judpent, the •Jlletric and 1n a 

"&7 too, the cala aerenit7 of 1\ all. •o ardor, DO OTer-ata\aent. 

no over-eapbaaia. »•arlrable balance. 

!his literature ia not ual\ingl.7 ~•tic nor protaael.7 l.7J'ical. 

I\ lan•, all RDehiae nor all aha4ow. It 4oeu•t apeak of life u 

behg all eYil, aor aa all good.. I\ doeaa•\ a4Tlae MIL to 'becoae 



ascetic to ••cape from life, not \o bec•e epicureaD Dor stole. It 

doeu1\ exalt ML It cloeaa1t degrade a&A. In other words the 

philoaopbT la for growa-up people. It 1• a grown-up wq of look1nc 

at life. 

Let ■e elucidate what I aean by thi• bal.aace which 7ou tiacl 

in this literature of our people. ftrat. 1n the field of \heolog. 

Jkibah la quoted as sqin,: -- I believe I reacl that this ■oninc -

he was one of the greatest of the rabbi• of \he !allluc1. • .Aldbah 

aaids 1:lve17tbing is foreaeea. JleTer\beleaa free will 1• granted. 

unto man. !he world ia Judged by the grace of Goel and 7et eTerJ'thhc 

hoaoret accoriing to the aeri\a of a J11&D 1a work.• Oil the face at 

thia there ia an amasing contradiction here presented 1n thia compact 

aentence or two of the a&e-old problems of theolo,a. first, the 

probl• ot God'• omniscience -- 11&11'• free will. If Qod Jcn01ra the pa.at 

and future, !low then baa IIIUl the free will to choose what he 1a 

to 4o? !'hat probl• haa wracked the brains of theologlana and 

acholara for centuriea. Some baTe ac,ucht to exalt God as to de~ 

man•• free will altogether. On the other band, a0111e haTe aoa,;ht to 

eliaiDate it eTen at the expense of 1111lit1Dc the all-lmowlapeas ot Goel. 

How 4oea \hia aol'Ye the aatter? It doeea•t eolTe it. Be balance• 

one age.last the other. l'Ye17thing ia f oreaeen b7 God. •e•erthel••• 

free will 1• gnat.el. Iopcalq. \here ia ao tree •111. ber,t.hinc baa 

ita C&1l8e an4 it• effect. !hat la what the intellect aqa. he17\h1Jlc 

ia pre-4etel'll1ae4. !bat ia a 1111'•1•?'7• !he w1ae aan accept• 1\ u 

ncJl. ad \ha\ ia the faataa7 aad Ule 1V■te17. 
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.Akibah said: 8 1h1• world is goTernecl b7 the grace of God.• 

A man is Judged b7 Goel not b7 what he thiDka becauae if all men were 

Ju.dpd b7 what the7 think th97 could not stand in the sigh\ of God. 

•eTerthelesa everything depend• upon a man•• worb, u a man conclucta 

hiaaelf in life -- a contracliction - and thia straggle between grace and 

good works haa been the clasalc atngle. Chrietlan theoloa. to the 

present dq - Paul in the Bew Testament insiata that •Everything dependa 

on grace.• We recOD1111end therefore •!hat a - ls Juetif1e4 by faith 

apart froa the works of the law.• 1or the law worlte'Ul wrath, bu\ 

when there is DO law, aiether is there \r8Atlgresa1oza ... God repnteth 

righteowmesa apart from worka.• 

Wha\ is labbi ~bah'• answer to \liiat Ace.in, balance. !he 

world is Judged 'b7 God•• grace and a 1111Jl 1a life 1a measured a great 

deal b7 what a man belieTea. A man is Judged not so -.eh b7 what 

he prof•••••• II ia•t ao 111Uch what he thinks. It 11 both. 

Scaetiaea a mania ccapelled to 4o things against his 

i 11ner convictions. A 11aD cannot be Judged exclusiYel7 on the baeia 

of his views nor excluaivel.7 oa \he baaia of hia acts. Both are 

iaportant. Let me give 7ou another paeeace pasalng fro■ !heoloa to 

•tb.iea in this growa-up •BJ of lookillg a\ life, i• this •1•dom leaninc 

of oar people. 

llabbl Gemal.lel aa14 -- tls I believe I read \o 7011 \hi• ■OndDC -

•!he atuq of the Torah 11 beautltul lf 1 t 11 Joined with a wor\hT 

occupa\loa.• ~l wcmc which 1• not auppleaeated \7 work ln the end 

'becoaea aeaaiAgl.esa. lo• \here 11 ao\b1ac 1D Jewlah learning which 1a 
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repetitioua ae the importance ancl the prlllac7 of the at'IJ.Q of the fora.a. 

Yet man 11U.Bt not exclude work. !he highest obJee\ 1a the a\Uq of 

the !orah. •eYerthelesa the stuq of the forah mu.st include work, labor . 

.lm mst not pendt hbasel:t to 11Te in an 1-.017 tower of acadaaic 

intere1te. Be 1111St root hi• life in plv-aical labor, in work or hi• 

intellectual specalatioae 'becoae ao abetract as to become aeaaincle••• 
anc1 

A eloiatere4 acholar is a one-aide4 raa:n/e•ea if hi• one-mindedDes• waa on 

the acore of learninc and piet7 he waa frowned upon 'b7 the wiae mu 

of Clll1I" people. !here was neYer a:A7 moclce17 in Jelfi.llh religion. 

Bei,nita were foreip and alien to the spirit of our people. •Do 

not aeparate thl'aelf frca the coiagreption. Live among th•. Work uao-c 

them.• 

'!hat aelf-•aae balaace between atuq and work the7 9111pbaa1ae4 

between etucJT and ■oral coacluct. It 1a not eno-ach to mow a great 

4ea.l. One am.at do a great deal. One IIIWlt 4o a grea.t deal. It ia aot 

eaoap to be 'riae. One 11118\ be good • 

.laong tae ancient Greek philosophers was a sect known aa the 

aophiate. !be7 were a people who belieTed in wisdom. !b.e7 were a 

people who trained their iatellecta to the highest point of deTelopaaeat. 

!he7 oYer-allJ)haaise4 mind tra1ni.Jac ,he intellect an4 uder•eapbaaised 

aoral conclact. llefore Yer-r long these aophiata began to proei1tute 

their aen\al pro••••• !h97 begaa \o hire thaaelTea out aa ak1lle4 

Ten4ora of fallaciea aa4 amarbe•• to eTel'7bc,q and &IQ')oq. !be7 

\oak pr14e 1a their aeatal Ja&gling. !he7 were brilliant athlete• 1a 

contr0Ter17. K1D4 •• aepa.rate :troa concluct. 
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lab\1 aaidt •j;qone in whoa the fear of sin 

comes before Wiaclm, his wi•cloa .•111 endure. But a117one in whoa 

wiad.oll ccaea before the fear of aia, hle wladoa will not endure.• 

And to empbaalse the point he repea\a it in another w,q. 8 Mq 

maa whose ■oral condDct la greater than hie wiedom, aore i11portant than 

hia wiadoa - that aul 1a wiado■ will endure. 0\herwiae that -.a•• 

•ladoa will collap•••• Conduct, character on the one baa4. Iliad, 

wia4011, hoaor on the other. howledp 1• not eno,:agb. Art ia not enough. 

lcience i• not enoucti. Judaim never recopized art for art•• aalce, 

nor 1mo•led.ce for ita 01'1l aalce but for the ennobleaen\, \he enrichaeat 

of bomea life. Balaace. 

!hi.a 1• aJlo\her illustration of this plµ.loaopQ for grown-up 

people. Le\ • quote to 70TJ. that phrase of Hillel. • If I - DO\ 

for ~••lf, who will be for •1 But if I am for 111raelf onl7, what am I?• 

•o• 1a \hla 7oa have agala a controvera7 between egotism and altru1•. 

What aba.11 be most illlportant in a maa•• ■oral planaiDc and thiDkiagT 

Shall it be hie ego, laia happinea•? Ia that the 'fl&7 man will find the 

aupreme happiness 1Jl life? Or will lt be in sernng others? 

.l aaa•s atartinc point ia, after all, hinelf. Bia own life -

that ls the gift which Ood gave aim. .l man 11 closest to hlaaelf. Hi• 

1-etiate •orl4, lda on fud.17 -- that ahould conatitute a priaarJ' 

center of i.Atereat b. llfe. »a.t tht..t ia not enouch for the tulflll.llent 

of-•• life. Be am.st link hi■aelf up with the deat~ of the race. 
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A man•• life talcea on significance, dignit7 as it become, linked. up with 

the race. If I &111 for 117aelf, therefore, what am I? Significant, 

11111&11. !he oalaace again. !he g?'OWll-11.p person recopises this in 

human life. 

Lastl¥• I call 7cmr attention to another statement which I 

read. till• aondag which illutratea the aaae potnt. 1!he Dq is Short•, 

declared Babb1 !arphin. Here again an age-old probl• la preaented. 

Doea the breYi\7 of human llfe, the fact that we ha.Te onl7 a few 7eara 

on earth reall.7 force us to •eat, drink and be me"7 for tomorrow we 

d1e1? 1 !he dq is abort. Should we not snatch eTery bit of 

ba.ppinesa and pleasure we can get. ~ worry af\er t0111orrow? 

••o. 1 s,qa the rabbi. 1 !he cliq la short and because of that, the 

work ls great.• Wb7? You haven't JlaDT 7ea:ra and the tasks of 

life are great. But 7ao. 1111.st not measure 7oo:r life against these 

age-old tasks of the race. It is not 7ov dut7 to question the 

work but neither are 7au. free to desist them. :Ivery small taalc will go 

in the major design of 7our lite. It 1• not 7aar 4ut1 to question. 

J.nd so throughout this great literature 700. find this balanced wa:, 

of life which is offered not to the 7auth but to the grown-up people. 

!o •~IN'Mrize a wq of life for grown-up people I can 4o no 

better than quote Hillel ben Zaki. !he7 knew a great deal abou\ 

life, Uieae rabbia. You think of \hose rabbi1 as a aor\ of long-beartet. 

people who liTed in aa isolated corner in ancient Palestine and poured 

over their books, and who knew nothlq about life. !ha\ is a mistaken • 

notion. •ch one of the1e phra1ea 11 a kq which opena up a door which 

leada to a treaaure houae. !he7 liYecl., experienced., tl'Gffered. 
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Grown-up people, rq friends, in the first place look after 

their pqsieal as well aa their mental life in such a way t.ba\ one 

will not be a hindrance to the ot.he~. !hq will try to hold a balance 

be\ween the two. !hey 1'111 not tarn a1ra7 from pleasures and bappinesa 

for fear that those th1nga are sin . .,or the7 are not sinful. 

Laatl7, to quote one of the rabbi a: • In the future when a 11&D 

comes up before the Judgment seat, he will be held accountable for 

eve17 Jo7 and pleanre which he might have had in life and which he 

denied. hiaaelt. !he balance between pleanre, happineaa, not gross 
the 

indulgences, not pampering himself, not turainilwhole of life into 

pqaical. but the balance. 

A gr01l'Jl-up "f/8.7 of looking at life will guide a man to work 

but not to make a fetiah out of work. We in this countey are inclined 

to look upon work aa aome\hing holy. A man must die in the harness or 

there is aomething morall7 wrong wi\h him. Plq and reerea\ion are 

bol.7. Qle ia as holy aa the other. Beyond work there 1• lite. 

Mall must seek to supplement his life. Work and p~. !ha\ 1• balance 

for a grown-up man'• phllosoph7 of life. 

Be IIRlst look to himself. To his faail7 first and also to bwaanlt7. 

A man should look to hi■aelf and to his home first. But be70Dd that 

there is the world.. A.au au.at think of all the mlse17 that i• 

\here. A man imat gi-Ye of himself to causes to rectlf7 aoae of the 

e"ri.ls, some of the harahnesa and brutalit7 of life. 



.l grown-up person will keep his mind clear, clean, free. lie will 

not permit hiD1Belf to be a,rqed b7 propagaacla. He will not perai t himself 

to be &1'81'ecl b7 the ■omenta.ey aberrationa which aweep oTer a people. 

Be will be critical and sceptical. lie will want to illTeatigate. !'his 

ia the grown-up w,q • 

.l groWll-up n:r of looking at life, '1111' tr1encla, 11 \o aee\ 

tr1Ullph, sufterinc and loaa aa thlnga 1Dberent, inescapable • .l grown-up 

man will not became bitter, complaininc because dea\iJV baa not favored 

hill. 

Jlo bamaD being baa ••er been ent irel7 successful. Jlo bl1J1Bn beiD.g 

baa eTer been a failure. fhe grown-up w,q of looking at life ia to go throup 

life lmmbl.7. 1'e veey hnable, tlrat because a grollll-u.p per•on realises 

that his life knowa the bitterneaa of life and its breTit7 in the coamic 

scheme. Kan'• life la in the world. Dwell in it . .l 11&n ahoulcl be 

hmable 1D his obligations to other people, to hispt.renta, to hia friends, 

to his teachera. 

'!he grown-up person ie humble. He doea not regard. life ae 

cheap and aeaningleaa. Be is conacioua of a large measure ot hWlbleneas 

and humani\7. He la not arrogant. Be 11 not bluatering. !'he grown-up 

•a:r of life, rJ17 friends, 1• patience, patience. Life 11 abort and 

hard and lone. !he clq la abort. lork ia IIIUCh. 

to 8UDl up 1A \he spirit of the rabbla, I would aa:, Qa\ a groWD-,ap 

peraon goes tbrOQ&b lit• wi \ha •••be e7e and a hearing ear, wi\h an 

alert mind, a a711P&'1ae,1c heart, a willing hand, a lcindl.71 brave, pleaS&D\ 

fellow traveller tor a fn brief 7eara upon a 1011g road whose beginniac 

and whose end onl7 God laao••• 
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