
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series IV: Sermons, 1914-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         155           55           464 
 
 

The decline of the individual, 1934. 
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Historically, my friends, man oegins his career as an indistinguishable 

member of a group of a tribe w ich is very strongly coordinated, which is very closely 

knit together. The individual counts for ver; little in thct.t system of 

human organization. It is only after mankind develops and enters the higher 

ranges of civilization that the individual man becomes diff rentiated on the 
a 

basi of his rights, that the individual man gainsTcertain amount of 

freedom of tho t and action. 

It~ therefore be said that the trend of civilization is i~ the 

direction o: greater an greater individualization of the memoers of society. 

At times this tendency, so-called human tendency runs to an extreme. 

Especia ly in eras f dee~ ence we find t' a t the group as a whole is fre­

quently victimized by exce,sive individualism, ya sort o~ anarchism. 

The individual becomes entirely an end in itself. That, of course, marks 

the decad nee of social organiz:ation. And so the nendulum frequ ntly swings 

in human history betw0 en excessive individualism and excessive group control 

and the golden mean here individiw.lism and group responsibility meet are re~lly 

very seldom reached. 

In the 19th century the individual enjoyed a golden period of fr~edom 

and t e 19th century marked the development industrialism, of priv~te 

capitalism and the beginning of the rapid development of what we call our 

mac· ine age. The private capit'list, the intrepren ur, t e industrialist, 

wanted t e v ry 1 ast state of government interference in his economic 

enterprises. He wanted freedom of action. And so, in the 19th century 

the State was gradually pushed into the background as a dominant factor in the 

control of an individual's life. 'The State was more d more restricted to 

its political sph re. Man developed a whole set of democratic institutions, 
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of constitutional rights which nrotected the individual against the 

encroachment of the State upon his inalienaole rights to life, liberty and 

the nursuit OT hanniness. - ~· 
The individual, by means of these carters of rights, of these democratic 

institutions could check the aggression of the State. But they could not go 

on without it sooner or later becoming ap1. arent t r1at these rights which tLe 

individual possessed were frequently exploited -- free competition, for 

example, in business. But it also meant, in many instances, the survival 

of the unscrupulous. The 1 aker \,as victimized by the stronger and to the 

extent tl::at society was forced t o step in to correct these abuses. 

In the 19th century a movenBnt to strengthen the social gospel, to 

emphasize the rights of community as a whole as again t tne unr~stricted 

rig ts of the individual was stressed. It became ppar nt that while the 

individual po ssessed certain rights, yet in almost ever instance a small 

minority gained control of government and exoloited it. And so there 

developed durin the last century a movement to increase State power, to 

delimit to a degree the unconfined nrivileges of the individual. 

There was another factor which tended to sharply delimit the rights 

of the individual -- the complic~tion of our i dustrial life br ought about 

by the development of the ma.chine, the large scale manuf~cturing units. 

industrial units and production units in which the individual was merely 

a cog in a wheel -- not only the laborer, but the business man ·nd the 

manuf~cturer as well. 

He had become inevita ly, and ver often not as a matter of choice, 

a member of an organization whose policies he frequently had aosolutely 

no control over. He was part of a huge imp rsonal majority organization. 
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In many instances the individual could not compete with a huge corporate 

organiza tion, and af course the laborer could not. It wa s no longer a case ~hPre 

an individual workingman bartered with an individual employer. Th individual 

became insignificant and less important as an indi vidual. 

The machine brou ta.bout a division of laoor. In the olden days 

a man did a complete piece of work. Today the workingman do es a section, 

a fraction of an :item. In other words, his own part in a ~roduction unit 

is dep ndent u non other peonle. He doesn't complete a job. To that extent, 

too, the individual has declined. 

And t hen came somet i more. Recently, in our own age, the 

unrestricted compet i tion 1n business oroke down. e saw it break down in 

the last depression. Industry and busines s as well as la or hi~d to run to 

the governm nts of the world for aid and succor. The unemployed workingman 

had to turn to his government f or relief to keep both body and fJlul together. 

Banks, railroa ds, and huge corpora tions and even small business had to 

turn to the g overnment t o salvage them and to keep them from utter collapse ... 

(from minimum government control to a maxirmun gover .tment control ) . 

In . act gov-rnment, todey, . is more and mor e concerned wi th economics 

tnan with uol i tical matters. Don't you sPe that when government steps in it 
~ 

begins t o take control : Government steps in at first tentatively an d t nen 

ulti tely perma.ne tly, and as government t ak s control, t e right of the 

individual as a business man or a la0oring man are ultimately sharply 

confined and sharply circwnscri ed. The initiative, to a large extent, is 

carried ove r to the group and is no longer in the control of the individual. 

That is why you have dictatorships today. 
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Whether in Russia, Italy, Germany or in oth r parts of the world, 

peoplP- have turned to government to help them in their economic life and 

government is therefore stepping in everywh re and assumin~ control of 

the rights of the individual. That is Communism, Naziism, Fascism. And 

regardless of their objectives, they have this one thing ia common. 

They all insist upon a maximum State control and a minimum of individual 

rights. They all have destroyed constitutional rights. They all have 

taken away the charter of hwnan liberties from the individual. They 

all scoff at democracy and liberty. This is all a product of the 19th 

century industrialism. They all ant to develop an authority of the State 

at the expense of the individual. nssolini, quit . frankly said: "Here 

as in Russia, we are endeavoring to develop a maxi State control and 

we intend to do that at the expense of the individual." Therefore, the 

individual has greatly declined. 

There are spiritual advantages under collectivism. Every great 

religion has preached charity, cooperative commonwealths. Every great 

historic religion has tau t man to look for the significance of his own 

life in the service of the group, by linking our destinies with some social 

ideal, with some co:nmu.nity enterprise. In fact a religion like C ristianity 

in its early days was avowedly communistic in design and struct re and 

all the monastic orders which ·ve developed out of that religion are 

collectivist groups, commnistic grou~s, if you will, derived from this great 

social postulate of this religion. 

e have in our own Judaism numerous legislation to~ching on land tenure 
legislation 

and sale, legislation concerning t11e Jubillee year,/to keep the individual 



from being victimized and in the same way to keep the group from being 

exploited by the powerful individual. There is much to be said for the 

collective life. 

The daneer lies, of course, in the excessive zeal on the part of the 

State in its over-reaching which leads to a complete subjugation of the 

individual, like all forms of excess. And our experience in the last 

fif teen years have clearly given men le ground to feel what will 

hap en to the individual if the society and the State continue to make 

encroachments upon the freedom and control of the individual. 

Of this you may say that this is only a passing phase. This is 

only temporary, that it is necessary at this moment to have State 

dictatorship so that the greatest good may ultimately comet the greatest 

number of people .... 

Dictatorsnip has to feed upon itself to survive. It has to increase 

its power all the time. It never steps out of thew~ to make room 

for democracy. While it is in power, re 0 ardless of its ultimate objectives, 

it ruins individualism. All thought is regimented. Education becomes 

a matter of propaganda. Every writer oecomes a functionary of State. 

Even religion, as in the case of Germany, is ma.de a prime age cy for the 

pretensions and the dogmas of the State. One of the leaders of the 

Berlin section of the German Chri tians, Dr. Krause, declared tho.t the 

Nazi State imposes the totality of God. 11 If, so, there is nothing more 

to be said. Then ev ry church, v ry oulpit of the St te must be an 

adjunct forte Nazi State and every opposing view becomes profane and 

sacreligious. The right of the individual to quest for him elf, which e 

have always re arded as sacred, as the mot essential defense of human 
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progress, the rignts of the individual to sPek, to exploit, to quPst in 

the realms of thought -- t · • t right t e St~te does not and ca4 ot claim. 

This new State aosolutism is unfortunately growing all over the world. 

It is more dangerous tian the old churches of the middle ages. Even 

then there was another po er which sort of o lanced the authority of 

the State. The church frequently challenged the State. They checked 

and counter-checked themselves. But today, t e power of the church in 

these absolutist governments ha.ve been reduced to a minimum and against 

the power of the State, the individual has no recourse. The individual 

has declined and is declining definitely. 
,•hich 

And then, too, this ne er nationalism/has swept over the world has 

helped to make the individual, t e workingman small. ThPre is a nationalism 

which is beautiful, which is quite a human and as instinctive as one's 

love of home, one's love of fath rand mother, one's love of one 1s own 

fireside. Tho.t kind of nationalism doesn't require any oropaganda. 

But this newer nationalism, it makes a mockery of this instinctive true 

love of country. This newer type which is nor riding the Nestern world 

is a sort of nationalism which puts the individual under the option 

of those who control the policies of the governments. And usually govern­

ments are being controlled by a caoal of industrialists, of financiers, 

ankers and munition makers. This newer kind of nationalism which 

is being pledged has an option upon the lives and fortunes of every 

member of a nation. 

On the basis of the mandates of this newer nationalism, the individual 

is bound hand and foot and deliv red over to th drill ser ;eant. Thia 
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disgraceful strategy is today vic timizing the whole youtn of the world. 

Instead of young people here and elsewhere being impressed with the idea 

of human solidarity, of inter-dependence of all tions, he is being 

taught first of all tha t he i s an Italian, a Frenciunan, a Russian, a 

Gennany and secondly th~t he is a memuer of a human system of humanity. 

odern nationalism is ghettotizing the individual. Instead oft e 

individual becoming cosmopolitanized he is becoming provincialized. 

And so the individual is decling into a narrowly ghettotized provincial. 

The idea that a man could at one and the same time be a citizen of 

the whole world and of his country -- t t today is the blackest Presy. 

One dare not repeat it. 

A man is being made still furtner small by ti newer racialism which 

is captivating the imagination of so many groups i the world today. Racialism 

sets up a new criterion, a new prerequisite for human equality. A man's 

claim to recogni tion can no longer be made on the basis of his worth, 

his character, his ac- ievements, upon his own initiative. His claim to 

recognition must now be based on n redi t ary f talism, ov r hich no 

man has any control. Man is made small in such a world, and helpless. 

L stly, one other tning which has contributed to the decline of the 

individual -- that • s bee science itself. In the 19th c ntury ~ en 

science ma rapid strides, the idea was prev lent that science would 

make all men happy and prosp rous, that it would bring about Kingdom Come. 

So there is a prevalent optimism in the world today cased o scientific 

progress. In our own~ science 1.as led to disillusionme t. Int e irst 

place science has not brought about the Kingdom Come. It has led some 

people to a ·talistic vi w of life, to the contradiction tat man bas any 
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significance int e universe, that there is any r -lation at all bet en 

hum striving · d the purpose of lie. nas been mad small, d 

insignificant i this material co ception oft e world which tuey believe 

scie ce has made necessary. 

irst they lost fait in faith. Then t ey began to lose faith in 

intellectualism and faith in the hole wor~ of human life. An " wnen 

you read "Tl e odern Temples" by Joseph a.rd Krutch, you will find t t 

the last st bes of this line of reasoning • ich so man· of this 6ener~tion 

1ave been subjected to 1-ads from t· e mat rialistic philosophy to 

cynicism and to ultimate pessimism and def atism. His book is a sort 

of lament on ilumall destiny. ''Ours is a lot c·use 

place for ~sin the terial world.• 

d t re is no 

What is the answer to all tis? y its . s tom tat the answer 

to this problem of the decline of the i dividual in t1e mod rn world 

lies simply in a strong and c,:>urageious reassert i on on the part of the 

individual who believes in individualism, of the gre~t dogmas which have 

sustained life in the p st d which alone can ustai life in the 

future. Sue men wno believe the danger lies in State control of 

hwnan a ·rairs, must insist on their h rights. Areas exempt from 

State control toda mu t insist that the individual is first and foremost 

a ma.n,th· t ne has relations ips and ot er obligations to other men other 

than those to his country. There is his own world. There is his own 

1 1er microcosm. All those, the State ' s o right to. T'ne individual mu.st 

not n rmit himself to be hood inked and beguiled by the State. The State 

com s to tne man, eni~s him his right of free sp ch, is lioerty, with 

ur miss of achieving ingdom Come ·i in a~ w short yPar s. That is at 



Hitler, Mu solini and Lenin said. Sacrifice democracy, sacr i ice liberty, 

and we will give you yo heart•s desire in no time. The ise individual 

will not permit hims lfb be beguiled bJ such propa6anda. 

Liberalism, my friends, is more concerned wi th met ods t · with ends. 

Thc.t is an important t i1ing to bear in mind. It is how we attain our 

program. T'n t is quite as important a s t he goal_, th:.=-pa radise, the utopia. 

We have never realized perfection, never within the li of a man. 

What man dops experience is tne mechanics, the methods, the means to 

approximating t na.t ideal. If the methods are those of fairness, democracy, 

peace, freedom, if t l ey makP for happiness in human life, the goal may some­

day be ap _roximated. But if the rne ns are those of suppression, brutality, 

bloodshed and intolerance, then the goal will n ~v r be reached. The 

individual must fight desperately in this age f or h i right s. ,: must 

re'ssert t e gr at dogma of the 19t, century, of t l e 18th century -- that 

a man i a citizen of th world and we must not permit this i rown r acialism 

to become the cursed heritage of our people. 

And as far as science making t he individual sma.11 is concerned, t he: e 

is only one ans er to that, my fri ds. emu.st simply set about substituting 

for the habit unfaith, the habit of faith. It is only a mn.tter of t he l enses 

which you put over your eyes. If you put on dark lens s the world Which 

you will see will be uark and oppre ~s ive and your energies will be stultified 

and you will be on your wa:y to death and decline and hopeleeaness. 

If, on the ot er hand, you put on le ses which are clear, ou will see 

joy, and nap_iness and hope in the w~ld nd you will be on the wa to life, 

in the int llectual world as we l l as in the normal world. 
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We must teach these postulLJ tes, these unquestionin6 dogmas t o our 

c dldren, t ha t there is a purpos e in t he world, t b.L..t t he li f e of t e 

human individual is important , that his personality is s i gnificant. 

"A man was crea ted in t }1e image of God. 11 That is a postula te, a dogma 

in the very beginning of our sacred literature. These are the dogmas hich 

·e muct rediscover in the future and here science ca hel us not at all. 

It can~ither confirm or contradict. It is cur will wnich can make u 

significa t, and important and noble in the orld. 



The Hell-Brew 1n Germany 
Fla1ning Word on a Flan1ing Th 1n 

by G. K. CHESTERTO 

Abridged from the HERALD-TR/BU E IHAGAZI E ( .Y.) 

As a man may ay, a a scientific 
fi fact, that there is in northern 

China 11 of petroleum, 
, e say that there i in northern Eu­
rope a foun ain of poi on. 

It i f ct and it continues to 
flow. It is rath r obviou ly non-
ense to call it ermany. It is not 

really sati f tory ven to call it 
Pru ia. It i much more satisfac­
tory simply o call it Pr1de. 

It is a thing of the pirit. It is 
not a nation· it i a here y. It is 
n ideal out idc the Europ n ideal; 

outside hat mo of u ouJd call 
the normal human ideal. It is 
omething alien to Europe which 

Europe cannot dig st and did not 
destroy. 

It is difficult to find a word for 
it, for all the right words were used 
in the wrong way by the mere pro­
paganda cf the war. Any rich 
newspaper proprietor could de~cribe 
th Pru si ns as arbarian • but it 
was net enlightening, b cause he 
was a barbarian himself and a boun­
der as well. 

The nearest definition I know is 
this: The civilized man is one who 
recognizes the trange and irritating 
fact that something exists besides 

him elf. What Jefferson called 
with his fine re traint .. a decent re­
spect for the opinion of mankind ;n 
what any hri tian v ill call the con-
ci nee of man a a ·itnes to the 

ju tice of Go -that, in one form 
or another, doe erywhere affect 
ci ilized people. An agnostic may 
he i ate about gi ing it the name of 
Go<l. An Americ n may he it te 
ab ut j i g it the name of the 
Le, gue of Nation . But, in one 
way or nothcr, th t is the test: 
That th man docs not think his 
dignity low r cl bf admitting a ~en­
er 1 Ia~ , though 1t m y go agamst 
him. 

o thought and think and 
are now a thou and times confirmed 
in thinking that there does really 
lie to the northeast between us ~d 
the ChrLtian tate of Poland a real 
independent source or pring of ·he 
oppo ite spirit: It _is not ?n~y ,.ome­
thing that praises itself; 1t 1s ~me­
thing that needs no praise except its 
own. 

A Frenchman is proud of France. 
But a Prussian is not proud of Prus­
sia; he is simply proud because he 
is a Pru ian. He is not proud, 
like a French cru ader, of what his 
count!-y ! as done for Christend0rr.. 

:01 
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He is not proud, like a French re­
olutionist, of what his country has 

don for humanity. He is imply 
proud of himself and his ort, and 

ould be equally proud of their 
wr ki Christendom or n laving 

humanity. 
Thi i th problem of Pru ·i~t : 

that something unbaptized and bar­
baric remain among the nation . 
That i the problem of the last lou I 
and hysterical outbreak in erm.any. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

General Johnson s Cuss Word 
Abridgeil from the 

Q r. tro bl bout th G neral 
i that he not only taJks too 

1 ... mch but what h says i neither 
l alanced nor ·i e. 

It i partly due to the p ychologi-
al make-up of the m n and partly 

to the highly organiz d ballyhoo 
upon which the .R.A. has so 
1 r , ·Jy and obviously dep nded. 
P rh. p it as ncce ary but, in the 
j ud rment of most men here, it has 
been on id rably o rdone. 

T ome e. -tent th r ntment 
J< ain t the .R.A. i due to the 

EUY Rf'PUBLI • 

belliger cy of it dir tor. 
A r aliz~ tion of thi one would 

ha e thou ht, might hav led him t 
Uay the resentm nt by a more on . 

ciliator} nd reasonable m thod of 
addre . uch w~ s the advi gi ·n 
the G n ra1 by omc of hi do t 
p r onal friend . o far from t k­
ing thi a<lvi the G neral has on ­
tinue<l ev n mor bdJigcrently th.m 
before. Th n t re ult I r -
liably inform d, i that Mr. John n 
ha only ucceeded in intensifymg 
the p r nal ho ility toward im-

lf. 

• • ♦ 
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THE DECLINE OF THE INDIVIWAL 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

To the Oberlin PUblic Affairs Society 
October 3, 1934 

The problem of the one and the many, of the individual and society, is one 
of the moat fundamental and contiruing problems in h·.ima.n thought. How to in­
sure the fullest expression of the individual without disrupting society, and how 
to co-ordinate personal freedom with groury responsibility,---that has been the 
major proble~ of sociology. The pendulum has, throughout the ages, swung between 
the extremes of unlimited individualism and absolute social control, between the 
exaltation of the individual and his submergence. 

Man begins historically as an indistinguishable member of a strongly co-ord­
inated conmunity. ~e develops into greater freedom of thought and action as the 
life of the community moves into the ~igher ranges of civilization. In eras of 
decadence, individualism degenerates into anarchic subjectivism, turns anti­
social and actually tends to destroy the individual. 

There are epochs when the social gospel nust be stressed, because individual 
privilege has been allowed to exploit the group. This has been true of our 
times when the masses ~hich possess considerable formal political and economic 
freedom, do in actual practice enjoy very little of either. They are in large 
~eaeure dependent upon political organizations and economic arrangements in the 
control of a minority which systeI!l8.tically exploits them. There are other times 
when the essential rights of the individual DL1Bt be cha~pioned in the face of a 
dangerous encroachment of group tyranny. 

Professor Eucken, in his essay "Society and the Individual" called attention 
forcibly to 11 the anti-individualistic influence of the tremendous accession of 
strengt'" .hich has fallen to the part of the state in the course of the 19th 
century. This accession has been due for the ~0st part to economic complications 
in the f~ce of which every merely individual effort has seemed hopeless ... The 
increasing conplication, the technical development of civilization, demands a 
closer correlation of the separate forces and more organization of the whole, and 
therefore calls for a guiding centre. (Today we call it central planning) •... Thus 
the visible poffer of the state and the invisible power of society are united 
against the independence of the individual 11 •••• 

If that judgment of Professor Eucken held good when it was written in the 
days before the ':lorl d '.lar, how much more pertinent and re-enforced is it today, 
with state and class dictatorship riding in triumph through two thirds of the 
civilized world. 

The post war era has been dominated by the idea of state corporatenesa to 
a far greater degree than the one which preceded it. The power and authority of 
t~e state have been augmented even in those countries where no dictatorship has 
been established. "The tremenduus accession of strength which has fallen to the 
part of the state in the 19th century" is nothing in comparison to the accession 
of strength, control, and authority which has fallen to the part of the state 
since the beginning of the third decade of the 20th century. 

The 19th century witnessed the triumph of bourgeois society which sought to 
delimit as far ae possible the powers and functions of the State and to extend 
and establish the rights of the individual. The development of private capital­
ism in the 19th century necessitated and achieved a large measure of freedom for 
the individual and a sharply circumscribed corporate control. The 20th century 
is witnessing the final collapse of this system of unrestricted competitive indi­
vidualism. 
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Everywhere the state is stepping in to check the power and authority of the 
individual. The democratic apparatus which middle-class individualism created to 
eafegaurd its rights is being pushed aside or discarded. Bolshevism, Fascism, an 
Naziism have this one thing in common:---they are all cha~pions of rnaxirum state 
authority. The state, they claim, ID.1st have absolute dictatorial power over the 
whole life of man. The individual has no inalienable righta---no areas forever 
exempted frcm groun control and interference. MJasolini declared:"Here, as in 
Russia, e are advocates of the collective significance of life, and we ·nish to 
develop this at the cost of individualism". 

There are spiritual advantages to a doctrine of collectivism as against the 
doctrine of private exploitation and careerism which characterized our passing 
civilization. Both Judaism and Christianity always doctrinally subordinated the 
private ambitions of the individual to the well-being of society as a whole. The 
highest good was the social good. Man was taught to discover the real signifi­
cance of hie own life in enterprises which contributed to the upbuilding of the 
perfect society. Primitive Christianity was actually comrnuniatic in its social 
structure and so ~ere the monastic brotherhoods w,ich derived from it. The whole 
purpose of the Mosaic Jubilee legislation, touching land terure and sale, as well 
as the whole tenor of the social message of the prophets of Israel, was to dis­
courage the exploitation of the individual at the expense of the group. 

Jeither Judaism nor Christianity has therefore anything to fear from the 
spread of the doctrine of the socialized community and the collective life which 
is likely to dol"!U.nate the New Era. All spiritual movements of mankind had this 
ideal at the core of their inspiration. The peaceful, neighborly, cooperative 
life has been the goal of all the weary marches of civilization. All religious 
education has been direc t ed towards training men to think less in terms of per­
sonal career and success and more in terms of co-worker in a comr.ion social en­
terprise. Life is again vindicating classic religious ethics, in that tho 
cooperative C0:!'1,.onwealth is actually coming to be, and in the future it will go 
hard wit~ the lone wolf, the predatory exploiter, the anti-social omniverous man. 

The danger lies in the excessive zeal and over-reaching on the part of the 
state w~ich ~By lead to the complete subjugation of the individual and which in 
tine may prove fatal to ~is spiritual life. Olr exoerience of the last decade 
and a half in different parts of the world with experiments in the corporate 
society, in Communism, in State Socialism, in State Capitalism, or in the corpora­
tive state, has given men ground for fear that the individual is being sacrificed 
in the process of economic and political coordimtion. 

Whether the suppression of the individual is only a necessary incident in 
the transition from one social order to another and freer social order or wheth­
er together with dictatorship it will become a permanent feature of the new social 
order i_ s for the present a matter of conjec ure. But for the time being at least 
i t is alarm· ng to behold in the lands where the cor10rate ideal of the state has 
mde the greatest headway the total conscription of the individual in the servi ce 
of the autocratic state. All thought is regimented. Educati n becomes propaganda. 
Every writer becomes a functionary of the state. Attempts are mide, as in Germany, 
to make even the church an adjunct and a propaganda agency for the political state, 
a mouthpiece for its dogma and pretensions. The right of the individual to quest 
for himself in the fields of the mind and the spirit arc denied. A new orthodoxy 
has been enthroned. It is now proclaimed that absolute truth as regards social 
ethics, government and economiQB, even private morality, has already been revealed. 
It is in the safekeeping of a minority political group---a new priestly hierarchy. 
The individual must accept the dogIIB of the regime, unquestioningly and submissive­
ly or he is anathema. Thia new state absolutism, backed by its vast punitive power 
is far more dangerous than the old and now discredited absolutism of the church. 
The latter was frequently held in check by the secular arm of government. At 
least the secular and the ecclesiastical attenuated each other's powers. But with 
the decline in the olitical power of the church, and the ascendency of tho absol­
ute authorit~rian State, the individual is at the complete mercy of the lattor, 
without r ecourse and witho t refuge. 
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rt is quite possible that in he New Era organized religion will have to 
assume the role of the sole su~viving champion of the rights of the individual. 
Thie necessity theC~ristian church in Germany has already been faced with, but 
for the time being, at least, the German Evangelical church has succombed to the 
totalitarian state. rt has been coordinated. The point of view of nr. Kruuse, 
ganlei ter of the Berlin section of the German Christiana has won the duy. "Nation­
al Socialists Im.let not be judged from a Biblical standpoint; it is the Bible and 
the Church which must be judged from a Nazi standpoint. The Nazi state embodies 
the totality of God". 

In the face of the ane.zing pretensions of the state, it behooves all relig­
ious disciples to insist that man possesses certain rights over which the state, 
however noble its purposes and however exalted its program, h~s no power whatso­
ever. There are sovereign rights which are man's by virtue of his hunanity nnd 
not by virtue of his citizenship in a given political group. tan has other rel~­
tionships and other obligations than those to his country. There is the whole of 
mankind. There is the universe as a whole. There is his own inner spiritual 
microcosm. There is God. 

The New Era is being ushered in by way of dictatorships. ',Vhether they are 
passing or pernanent it is impossible to say. It is well to remember, however, 
that dictatorships do not of themselves and as a matter of course pass over into 
democracies. They do not liquidate themselves. Theae dictatorships, wherever 
established, have so far been characterized by their utter ruthleaness. This is 
true bo h of capitalistic dictatorships, and of communistic. The latter in its 
revolutiomry zeal to attain guickly the ~ood life actually sacrifices all the 
values which men have always identified with the good life. We have entered an 
age of sanctified ruthlessness and PXalted brutality. sut even more dangerous 
than the terrible toll of victims of physical violence is the tragic toll of vic­
tims of the spiritual and intellectual violence. ~en are driven into terrified 
silence. Conformity is prescribed. rien dare not dissent. All opposition, all 
parties, all dissenting opin ~. on in press, pulpit, classroom, platform and book is 
stamped out. That this is fatal to man's spiritual life is easily apparent. It 
tends to dry up the well-springs of ma.n's spiritual creativeness. It destroys the 
soil and roots of his moral growth. ·,·lhen man is not allowed to stand alone, to 
dissen from the rna 1ority, to proclaim the truth w~ich has been born in him through 
his own soul's travail,his spiritual life is destroyed. evelati ons never come to 
groups. At beet, to quote Peetalozzi, the collective existence of or r~ce can 
only civilize us; it cannot cultive us. There were schools of prophets in ancient 
Israel, but they were merelymonitore of ancient superstitions. It was only after 
the individual separated himself from the school and the group and pursued hie 
own solitary quest of truth that prophecy discovered its authentic voice and mood. 

The New Era may thus burden the church and synagogue with another taak---
to save man from the dark heresy of sanctified ruthlessness and brutality at the 
behest of a new politico-economic Messianism and to safegaurd man's spiritual and 
intellectual freedom in a world constricted by the encompassing wall of dictatorship. 

Side by aide with the doctrine of the absolute, totalitarian state, runs the 
doctrine of competitive nationalism and intolerant racialism, both of which vic­
timize the individual. T'iere is a national ism w'1ich i a as instinctive as one I s 

l~ve f home and family and friends. It requir s no artificial indoctrination 
and no propaganda. It is neither exclusive, intolerant nor militant. It is not 
a cunning tool in the hands of economic imperialism. But the western world is 
harrassed and ridden today by a nationa.lismwhich makes a mockery of this simple, 
wholesome patriotism and employs it as a blind for shameless exploitation. The 
love of one's country is put under option by those who control the policies of 
govPrnment. A cabal of industrialists, financiers, bankers and munition roa.kers 
prescribes •vha.t the government shall d~,---and the individual, bound hand and 
foot before hand ½y the mandates of his newer nationalism, is delivered over to 
the drill sergeant. The youth of the world is being stampeded today into group 
intolerance and arrogant provincialism and into he she blea of another war by 
this disgraceful stra e[!;:f. The individual seems helpless in the fa~e of this 
cunningly stimulated mob-pa riotism. The universal ideal w~ich fired the ioagin-
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ation of the best minds of Europe in the 18th and early 19th centuries,---the 
idea of a federated world wherein a man at one and the same time could be a citi­
zen of his country and a citizen of the world---the ideal wl-iich enlarged nan's es­
tate and set him free for a spiritual career beyond the narrow boundaries of his 
own land---this ideal, so thoroughly Christian and so thoroughly Jewish---has been 
pushed out of men's mi_ nds by the conmand of a restrictive, truculent and arrogant 
nationalism. Internationalis , today, in many lands is blackest her ,-.. sy. The 
youth of the tVorld is being taught to think not in terr.as of internatiornl human 
solidarity, but in terms of exclusive, aggressive and jealous national loyalties. 
One is first and foremost a German, a Frenchman, an Italian, a Pole,and only sec­
ondarily and not always necessarily a son of :nan, a child of God. ·•1iodern nation­
alism has unquestionably ghettoized the individual and conf'i ned him to a lit le 
corner in a fragmentized and disintegrated world . 

In so~e parts of the world, nationalism is still further being narrowed by 
the concept of race . Nation has been made synonymous with race . Only those be ­
longing to the rqcial stock of the dominant majority are recognized as citizens . 
All others are disfranchised and politically, economically and socially degraded. 
This he.a b ~en particularly true in Nazi Germany where race idolatry has run riot 
to a po·_nt where all human virtuf>s have been subordinated to it . Hitler declared, 
in one of his recent outbursts, "I prefer a German deserter to a Jewish hero" •.. .. 

It is clear that in a state where race becomes the criterion and prerequisite 
for rights and preferment, the individual is sacrificed. It is no longer a matter 
of ryersonal character or ability, but of hereditary fatalism. One's claim to equa­
lity can no longer be baaed upon a shared human destiny or upon worth or merit, but 
upon a factor which is beyond the individual's control,---ancest ry. 

Unfortunately, pseudo-scientific propaganda for r~cial im~erialism is wide­
spre~d in the world today. The doctrine of racial superiori y was used as a co~er 
for the vicious motives of the last war . It has always been a blind for economic 
imperialism. The people in the South used it as an excuse for exploiting the 
colored man and for denying him hie elementary huim.n rights and hie legitirmte 
opportunities. The white man's burden becomes the black ma.n's curse, and the 
brown man's and the yellow man's . 

It has again been invoked in pres nt day Germany, as a camouflage for econ­
omic reaction, which is defending itself with such desperation, as inflammable 
propaganda material for the purposes of political incitement and stampede in order 
to achieve certain objectives which calm reason·ould fail to achieve, and as com­
pensation for all the rights and liberties which a Fascist dictatorshi? takes 
away from the citizens . 

Some peoples which have a large element of mysticism in their make-up are 
particularly addicted to race idolatry. Mysticism is at bottom religious ro!DB.n­
ticism and romanticism is essential!-; an historic throw-back, a hankering af er 
older forms of social life and organizati n, a retroveraion to herd mores , folkways 
and myths, to what is thought to be the protoplasmic racial soul . A hundred years 
ago Heinrich Heine called attention to this recurrent manifestation of mysticism 
among the Gerr.ian people . In Nazis~, the GerI!lan ma.es is aga i n manifesting these 
strong mys t ic, ?riMitiviet and collecti vist tendencies . Race has again surged to 
the forefront of popular obsession and the cosmopolit ~n spirit of Lessing, Herder, 
Schiller, Goethe and Kant is, for the ti~e being, homeless in Germany. 

It ie not necessary for me at this time to point out the fallacies of this 
economically motivated race propaganda---this artificial division of mankind into 
"Herreurasse" and 11 Untermenschen" . There is, of course, no pure race in the world. 
The story of racial fusions which have gone on every where in historic and pre­
historic times has been sufficiently attested by anthropology and archaeology, 
and ie sufficiently convincing to everyone but the propagandist who has an axe to 
grind. And there are no superior races. There are no races endowed by ra.ture 
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~ith superior qualities of mind and character. There are races more f vored with 
circumstances, by environment, by geographical position, bv the fertility of the 
soil, or by the treasures underneath the soil. There are advanced races and 
backward races. There are differences between races but no biologic gradations. 
And no r~ce has a monopoly upon genius or creative capacity. 

Dr. Paul Radin in his recent work, "The Racial Myth 11 , wisely remarks: "In 
terms of a generation, we rm.y, at times, get the impression that ability is con­
fined to a specific corner of the earth and to specific peoples. When the time 
unit, however, is lengthened to two generations, doubt begins to arise; and 
when it ie further lengthened to a century, our initial impression proves to be 
completely incorrect. Then it ie born in upon us that Eu:r·ope is an indivisible 
cultural unit; that race, nationality, language and religion, and social status 
are secnndary. The Catholic agnostic Laplace is found side by side with the 
Protestant agnostic Kant, and the devout Protestant sectarian Faraday with the 
devout catholic Pasteur; the history of the theory of relativity passes in con­
tinuous procession from the Russian Lobatchewsky to the Hungarian Bolyai, the 
German Riemann, the Russian Jew Minkowsky, the the _South Gerrmn Jew Einstein; 
wireless telegraphy begins experimentally with the Englishman Faraday, is given 
mathematical expression by the Scotchman Clerk Mixwell, proved experimentally by 
the German Jelv Hertz, and obtains practical application by the Italian tthrconi." 

Racial conceits and pretensions are ripe in the world today and as long aa 
these race nwthologies and blood cults persist so long will the individual as 
such be disadvantaged and world unity will renain, as heretofore, an unrealized 
dream. 

There is far more race idolatry in the world today than ever before in the 
history of mankind. There was no color line in antiquity. T~e Greeks were 
conscious of their cultural superiority but they did not attribute it to biology. 
They claimed excellency on he basis of their civilization, not their blood. 
The Romans 'Rere splendid racial cosmopoli tee. Roman citizenship was not re­

stricted to any one racial group within the far-flung empire. Roman citizenship 
which at first was the privilege of only the few who lived in Rome was soon ex­
tended to t½e limits of the empire and under Caracalla it was niverealized 
throughout the vast empire. The Jew was proud not of ~1is race but of his 
religion, and the proselyte to the faith was welcomed into the life of the race. 
The Jews regarded themselves as the chosen people not because of their racial 
traits but because of having been selected to be the servants of Jahweh to carry 
Hie moral law to the world. They were a covenanted people, a kingdom not of 
supermen but of priests •.• Their prophets kept them from excessive pride by re­
minding them: 

"Are ye not aa the children of the Ethiopians unto Me 
11 0 children of Israel? saith the Lord. 
"Have not I brought up Israel out of the land of Egypt 
"And the Philistine fro!Il Caphtor 
"And Aram from Kir?" 

Yahweh was he God of all nations. Israel's 
prerogative lay only in arduous moral and religious pioneering. ',fhen that 
ceased, when Israel no longer wished to bear the burden of religious leadership, 
it knew itself to be rejected of God. 

The Jew refused to inter-marry not on the ground that the resultant racial 
admisture would produce an inferior type, less gifted artists, scientists, or 
nus1.cians. There was but one reason throughout the ages: "Lest he will turn 
away thy son fro"!l following Me, that they may serve other Gods". The Jew per­
sisted in racial uniqueness in order o nreserve the integrity of his faith. 
The heathen who was a scholar was ~eld in far higher repute by the rabbis than 
an ignorant High Priest ~ho could trace is descent from Aaron himself. 
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In its highest ethical ranges, the law of ierael drew no line of distinction be­
tween native and foreigner. "And if a stranger sojourn with thee in your land, 
ye shall not vex him. But the stranger that dwelleth with you shall be unto 
you as one born among yQ.1. And thou shalt love him as thyself; for ye were 
strangers in the land of Egypt". 

Christianity, of course, took over the prophetic, universalistic concept 
from Judaism, emihaeized it, enlarged upon it, and carried it to the far corners 
of the earth. "The God that made the world and all nations therein, he, being 
Lord of Heaven and earth ••••. made of one blood every nation of men to dwell 
on all the face of the earth". The organic racial oneness of the whole human 
family is nowhere in the Bible more clearly and forcibly enn.1nciated. And agains 
For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord is Lord of 
all, and is rich unto all that call upon him". The entire concept of race which 
is fatalistic and exclusive is subordinated to the concept of faith which is vo­
litional and all-i nclusive. "And if ye are Ohriat•s, then are ye Abraham's seed, 
heirs according to promise". (Gal. ,.29). 

It is therefore no aceident that Nazi racialists have been led to a repudia­
tion of both the Old and the New Testaments and are invoking anew the dethroned 
tribal Gode of primitive, heathen Germs.~. And it is no accident either that the 
great Christian leaders of present day Germaey have clearly seen the menace in 
atavistic Nazi racialism to the spirit and mission of their historic faith and 
are eo etreruously resisting it. 

The Middle Ages knew very little of that racial chauvinism which is so 
rampant in our day. There was no talk of r ~ce purity in the Middle Ages. It 
was with the rise of mtionalism and of colonial imperialism among the Northwestern 
European peoples, particularly during the last century, and the consequent exploi­
tation of the backward races that the nec essi ty arose for eol'!le ideologic justi­
fication of such exploitation. It s oon a~peared in t he form of pseudo-scientific 
theories of race superiority. These theorie s ga ined prestige and popularity as 
the European peoples proceeded to conquer, subject and despoil backward peoples. 
Some apologists even employed High Church terminology such as "Bear ;_ ng the ,'fhite 
t.tln1 s Burden" to savor the miserable mess of imperialistic pottage, by means of 
which European peoples robbed other races of their birthright of freedom. And, 
again, the "'.Yhite Man's burden" became the black man's curse and the brown man's 
and the yellow man's. 

Modern nationalisn has fallen under the blight of this race idolatry, par­
ticularly among a people like the Germns who are not empire-biilders and there­
fore politically provincial and a~ong whom national unity is a quite recent 
achievenent and hence still atBtter of hallelujah. The novel doctrine is now 
being loudly proclai~ed that a nation rust be racially honogenoue and every nation­
al within the state who can not trace his ancestry back to the racial stock of 
the mjority is an alien and an intruder. Racial !':li.norities are almost every­
where disadvantaged in the modern state and so are, of course, all the individual 
l!le~bers of such racial !:11.noritiea. 

Racial imperialism like religious imperialism is a stumbling block in the 
way of man's freedom and progress. •ifbat is required in our day is not superheated 
race apologetics but a generous way of life which will give each race and to all 
men regardless of race, the opportunity to live their own life, to express their 
own soul and to contribute their unique values to the commonalty of human life. 
our age needs a form of good will which will not only tolerate racial and cultur­
al differences but w~ich will gladly use them for the enrichment of life. 

There are people who would like to acquire good will through assimilation. 
They know that intolerance, in the last analysis, is due to the existence of 
differences---racial differences, cultural differeneea. They would therefore do 
away with intolerance by obliteratl ng these differences. But that is paying too 
high a price: The thing gai ned is leas than the thing surrendered. 
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I like to be on the best of terms with my neighbor. I invite his friendship 
even as I proffer mine---but only on one condition: that he respect my individu­
ality even as I respect his. He !ti.1st take me for what I am even as I take him for 
what he is, not for what each of us would like the other one to be. I am what I 
am. I a!!l ready to aclmowledge thlt ey neighbor has the ear:ie right to retain his 
individuality and his racial and cultural distinctiveness. It is on the basis of 
such contrasts which are not conflicts t'tat I would build a real comradeship of 
free men and good works. 

There are some very high-minded men in our country who rightfully would re­
sent any charge of racial intolerance, who nevertheless by their fond hankering 
after an A~erican social and cultural unification, a sort of A!!lerican ffgleich­
schaltung" are unconsciously contri½uting to that very intolerance which they 
would repudiate. They are opposed to the existence of various social groups, 
based largely upon racial identity, in A~erican society. They assuoe tm.t there 
I!USt be only one social group in At:ierica, and one thorough-going cultural total­
itarianis~. They regard all distinctive cultural groups in Aoerica as socially 
baneful. The Jewish comr.:unity for example is sorneti~es criticised by these people, 
who clearly are not anti-Semitic, for its separatis~, its solidarity and its 
refusal to assir.iilate. 

To which the spokes~en of the Jewish group would reply that cultural uniforn­
ity is not a prerequisite of American democratic society or of any other democratic 
society, that such unifornity is not intrinsically preferable and that cooperation 
and good will in cot'l!:'lon national tasks are possible in spite of the existence of 
differences. 

When it is clained that if the Jew would surrender everything except his 
"personal religious views", the anti-Semitic disease would disappear and all would 
be well ~ith hi~, these spokes~en reply that the Gerr.ia. n Jew for decades practised 
thi s very theory of aasiriilation. They tried in al l ~aye not to be different. 
Their group conscirusness had dwindled to a vanishing point.And yet, such is the 
patent ban.'cruptcy of this whole thesis, the most virulent anti-Se~itism deve loped 
in Germany, and in ~lace of a self-willed "difference", a legal, prescriptive, and 
discriminating "difference" was forced upon them as a mark of shame. Even non­
Aryan Christian clergymen ~ho certainly never suffered from excessive Jewish group­
consciousness have been "differentiated" and stigmtized in the land of classic 
Jewish assimilation. 

"Social unity" or "cultural unity" is just as dangerous a slogan to raise in 
modern society as "racial unity". Too DBny noble ideals of nankind are being 
broken on the wheel of totalitarian obsessions in the world today for libera l 
churchmen, lay or cleric, who value individualism and exalt personality to permit 
themselves to become champions of "unification" crusades in American life. 

What is needed in the norld today is not race or religious imperialism, or 
mystic yearning after cultural or social reform and unification, after the mono­
lithic society which crushes the individual, but the courageous reassertion of 
that liberal, generous, tolerant view of life which our present unhappy age has 
so tragically lost, but to ·.,1-\ich it will have to return if life is to be livable, 
and if men and minorities are to be saved from the tyranny of the mass and the 
curse of regimentation. If we men of faith are to rem.in faithful to the classic 
ideals of our religions we nust set about rekindling the light of the ideal of one 
Hunanity of free men within an economic system which will permit true freedom, and 
we nust redirect the aspirations of men towards it. Then the questions of state 
and race and nationalism will assume their proper place of secondary importance 
in huDBn life, and uutual adjustments will then be made far more simply and 
naturally than is oossible today. The lost perspective will have been restored. 
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