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The Fes ti v~l of Cha1 :u.,::ah. 1. r fri- ~d.:i. is o.ae o t ' .. e "11ost 

joyous of our holida.ys, if ot the mo~ t jo:1 ous o 1e. It co, 1..1emo:!:,.!.tes a 

vie tor J, a !.1il i t:::.r;,r vict~r;.r. T. ·..., t i!l i t s el::, is v ,-- ry rare a ,. o-• t i .. e l eu"' c.s 

of our ::_: eople . ChanTuc,. · is tl e ,j,)yous celebratio of' t e triTu:tph of 'the 

t:t 0 c;,5re ::.'orces under Jud.··'. tl e cca~ ee over the l a.St ~ rr.w f t i. e Syria 

e pire :; rns e .:in6 w;:, s .Antiochu s t } e Illustri •Jus . 

c- r 1.li: • ' is a V r ~r l appy noll c_ay bt:.Cu U :- e it i dic._._tes t i t our 

people in the llour of need and i defe.se of their sa~ctities could fig t 

ar d fight valiantly. T e la t two t 1ous· d y.:;..;_,_rs of our wa dering over 

t1 e face of t:i1e eart ias haoi tuated t e 1 on-Je\,s to tninu: of the Jew 

as a nas sLi~ individu.'.ll, as uttlecoc~ ir tue ~ands of ~sti y. They 

have forgotten t ' e Jes o a1ci-1t Qays from Josnua to B~r-oc. oa, wtlo 

fougl t det.::>r:'linf,.tely , resolutely a ,~c.1in _, t overwnPlmin,~ odds fre qu 0 ntly 

i def e1 se of •1l a t tl1ey regarded , s the sanctities of a tion,_'ll life d 

t e n reservc tio1. o.,. t .. eir faith. T.c.e J .::i v C,i rved out c.. n ce for hi n. elf 

iu ... a_fsti 1e- thro-u.e::; fi .:r tin~ . T e Je !!1et the Syria s, t 1e Greeks, the 

Babylonia s a, d t '=' Roi:ia. s ln b a ttle . he L1tPresti _ tni 6 about ost 

of t E> \\a.rs of Israel, as Wc:.. s tl is 'Har of t e .. .accabees, is tru:.. t t ' is 

wa r V/Ei. S o. e in defense of religio.: a d. t ·1a t \lci.S a rat' er novel t1· in5 

i1 ancie t s . People did fig ti defeuse of t1eir courtries , 

or in t en _::.. t, of empires , inane fort to co quer thers . There 

are many sue r s auo 6 • I cie t J;soples but y; have o r cord of a 

single maj :>r vu.l.r uei __ f u.e)lt i; def i ro e of t · eir reli5io . 

I 

• 



e tioc1 us so .. ' t to co.:..le : ce l is E!n:;, i:-e i!! t h ;;, st oy 

r~i ~ ~1 1 t ' e peonles • ... to o.e co -on ==l i ~io a t o e co ~ 01 s; ec 

so ti t ~e w iUl be i. e. • ette os i tio· t)f" :-h t ,J i :: t:er·sL -

po er of tr Ro:. s, a l l t ' e ot· er Po:,ol s :-1·e quite \':i :.1 il L. to ::o 'ec..-o 

l:as t · e "D olicy of the Gr eks . It a.· ' 1t .. 1:1 tter t '.) t:1er . 

:, ly 0 .. .1.e s. • ::.. 1 people a"1o ~ t.1 e .ai lls of Jud 0 a, a e ol -- t · a t 

tioc 1us c..~ d L ~i ted u:po r .:> tt..i ii g 

their ,.c..itn. t so ~-o will rec · ll t · t . :·c...nc.. ., l ic I ·eacl 

to .. ou this or1 L tL t 11 thoUt, all tl e • t • 01 tl a t a re Ul de · tl e 

Ki _, s 
0 o:nL io obe u 

tl.~ir f · t .-r -- y~t will I • G. rn:1 so! s a 

cove ... , t of our - et~ r . 11 

. y rot ers vr- r . i.1 t · e 

Je~: is His torr is fu t l o-" ..l C .~0 s I full 0.,. ·2.0VP el ts a. d full V 

of sur~risF.s . Yet t :1e .. ·e is o_e rec· rre .1.t 1Le .. e ii Je\/· s History - -

t·.e reft sal o-f tl-e 0 rou·1 to assi iL t e, tQ sub:nerge i t ~e]f . u onle 

r ,. ve :i· freq1:.e .. t O"".)po ·tu.niti st. p 0 rrnit i s elf to oeco!Ile co~.)lPtely 

assi_il t d y ot er eo:;il 0 s, by ot er culture ~. 

e ,. ere i. - p t for exactl , ·red :r <--- s . ... ti· 

p opl.:> ! • d. a ft.::: ' i .:;r civiliz: tio t l ·. ou_ u O'Jle . _·or ... a lly, t 1.e 

civiliza.ti)u i:rnoses itself upo t e lo, -~ t civiliz· ,tio c...:.id 

a sor s i . !ot so i t·.. c se -- t} e J e,; s . 
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.,' id ot c... Ge t 1=-ir .. • ... :c s G... d did 0t c • n_:e t1 P ir spwcch. . ey 

1/J e our :::ore:'.2 .. t: ers c,1r.1e i. to Cn aa it wus 

much t · e s P si tuatio~ . Is1· el r :used t') a.ssi ilc t and insist d on 

le'. di r its O' 1 --:Jris ti ::.. culture. h :Babylon, a _ ·ui , o e o.c the 

highest civilizatio1 s of ,· tiquity , our foref· ti~ _ . ... did ot =-rr.li t 

t' e s 1 VFS to be subme-r d. L.1. t' c dc ... ys of l 0 x[ c'\er the GrP, t, ·,·_ ~n 

t e : eo-oles one by or ... e fell m-er its inr-a r t[~tion, ui cl~r its svell, 

t e J 0 ,, c:.lo~:e, e~used t~ ·oe assl.1il .te . c. so tl m.1-t.,;:10·..;_t i story. 

Aad w y ·c ii :!. l to live, a 

vor::. cious insL. tiable petite for 1·fe. H lv; • s de: e ded iI!l"'elf 

wit n r.ry ic 1 ,.!.":-:1s ·.hen he c 1uld a s i t e ·ys of the !.iaccabees, and 

hi~1~elf b p~ sical pro ;e r ~., e defe ded i mself sp iri tu.ally, by 

stuoborn ess, b~r sp·ritu.al rP-si~ta:ce, oy .. a rtyrdor. . He built "or 

a l l over ti:e ,uorld citadels, not of' sto e, ut i mpre i_b le citad 1~, 

of our _.-ce n~s fre' a .Ld vi5orous ·1dundefec:.t dJ 

ny did ti1e Jp1 do ti·t'l j "I did 1 e re er tJ e yello 

the i1quisition to the tto, to t'1e li.t."e of a. outc· st . He c uld 

elf 

qual a.r.o O 
quals if · .1.e iad ·iv . i. to 'is ~L:.te . ~ did 

e F-r f i~t? :·ot ti-- t t e Je,; 
~- t 

clc. niec:h !1d tri .:;"'"l. :. t/l..llJ 

is a.~ Lvet..:.r~te i olo.tio ist 1
.: .. 0 is 

He v r J. as een. He 'u.S al ,"~s 

r e:; to ad: ... pt :.i .1s lf to fo r : . cult ~es , d civiliz · tio. s . 



The Je: ev~r voh.:.n ... ,.-:.r : ly lettotized imself. LJ. tie 

raoic ti.-s, t } Jes ·,,l o lived L1 Lvic c0u.. tries ,.-r te, sn o... i 

t.-oic a.1 c3. im ort, t JP. is~.. oo.t.:s -re wri tte i.1 t V'" r a e . 

cert,_L l •· i tl- 19th ce_ tury, t e J o=: • pick d U-:J t.: e s:peec' ... ~ d id .... as , 

oi! t of self-ao. e t io.1 : 1 d 

a.ssi~il tlon . 

. 11· did i e l c..-ht so · 1a rd _ d s _ lo . f or • is surv l va l ? 'l'he 

c:L lS \ er s i!!ln 1 e. eca, se in t'1e first place, n ..t. s a lways 

a )r m l peop 1 . }y t sou.n2s r · ti er s tra~ g . , 1=- thLll-: o: t ' e Je,. ;_- s 

a n"'rV'JUS ~eo le. The J~w . rs survived for four t: .. ')us nc. 7 e,_rs t u-oug 

oule ..iec • . e the Jew w s 

al Cw s c_l, 1 t:.'--1 t' J :Jerso . He ... , d t .e ,: isd - a z d ity o..t' t e a. ci e- t r ace . 

A or w,_l ers o evf-_ l.. s' -s, ' 11 s , 1 I liv ? II ne l..S1-S , II 0 7 Ci I live • 

f " more a l 'u.ntly?U .ly sic:_ < id mor ;i.d n - .,: so s U s ~ • ,? It is 
, ·- 1" 

t · o . e Je.s who live 01 t: e ri· =- r· o~" Je,, is l i:" e 1 C, •t !!l~ e U-0 

t ir rni ds ? eti 0 r or not to be Je ,s a~ 0 i to eerie di s cour s e s , • .. 

'/ y'l Li:e lt :.: el:' is its o,; vi:dic tio~ . It i~ r ,~ son w.l y 

·:e s truc..61 e to live . .u er _ orm:..l rso: ?· ts t') fi_ce Ii 

e Jew so.::e:h ·,: felt t t w:.ile :>t:i1ur pe nles fe t t h t t e~ • b.d :uch to ive 

1ir. , et 1 e ' .. cl ,iuc: to ~1 ve t l:en . 

Ot' >eoulµs :i e •• much mox· a outs e .ce ... ·rt, y t t'.ere 

·- ol ·_ncient vo ... l u ·d ot have 11 

u:: i uel 

ills of Jude,., 1 • d ·,h ich th 

eeded suer·, tely, so_ t ir tht t v· s 

Je is: . o::-· li ty, the 

J , is co o ethics, the e :ish co ce:ptio Jf one d. ;:-t th ci nt 
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people fid .ot ::.........ve . 1· t the Je, did • a:e . 

L o ... e of t ... e essa:,,s • ritte .. b ... •. tt ev, .. old e tri -s to 

co. tr ... st t:P co tri' '....tions wine 1 tLe Je .s r. ,·e ···i t. th.e co. tributions 

_,,,.·~u0 c..· tot:-lly d1· _.r.r,...r 0 ... t cour~. "'S •• 11 Heb..,.•·3].· S"' -...,.,...,_•1 • SJ.. r,cc- r1· ~.11t ct1· n~· ........ .:, ,. ... . ,-..,-_ .. ~ . • u '::'.HU .., •> ,... S t 

n the s · 01 t L Ai ty oi' co1 .. s ciou.s ess . ,,.,_.r ('' ty· ..,; .J.. U.. C t ,.PL lenism 

1 e. 1 e i.s.:i, :::i~· ns r:elf-

cultu.r·p . Hf>urai$m s"'~ __ s of t :n° ·uty ; He le isr:1 , of sw etness, d. li....,' t. 11 

ut i all~= t Pse 

s a co tr ts, thprp .-,re r y e::; ce-otio s t • t :'.'lus t be r.· de, :nan-

modific~t ons ...... . 

JI 0u si , 1 t .. : o •, t 1 e Lo • • m,:y o . 11 

t .. • t • .. ic is s culc...r . '.J.e Jf'w tri d to 

c," ctify t ... 1e .Lale o: J. :u:n,~ li: . e le i_rn triF--d t ::> secul·riz life y 

ri 5ino ..t:01mrl etl:. , into it. u a S:'!1 (. s d .. 1 1 .• U.LL: . .i. 1 i ,. e 0 t · co. c.::.ption 

of J-od. J a.is n •·i t · Tl w'ol of . 11 Ever: ..... ..... 0 . U!.l' \':: .. s - E, .. 

u::i· .J. c...Ct, :101"' . i1- ol Holy, . . ') 1 .. i£ thP !.ord. r ·~ 
. II ... orP, 'ii.:. n . • .- .... 



y'Ju e~ t ,,our t a o le i s ... £..1 t r o Jod. !.- :,ou ·oi . o ,s l l:: . dloc .... it 

i s od , ;....o i"' ::-, r ese .t . . 1 t ou Lt , \.H t --oL \ -ar, \,._ t .; ou do s ould. :., don 

i tie r ·~ of od, fr t}e - lorJ o Go 

1 e Je: : el t t .: t e eeded more 1 is .:10rc..l code o~ tl e ~ -- 1 cti ti s 

l iversa l n .... , ce - - all o. t '!P =e u -s- ed o .. onQ fm fa_ne t c.l c 1 ce·1 tion of t he unity 

of d. 

L t ..... ~ ' E-!!!p le of J-=:rusalem, tJ..e r a u is s· y t ... ~r - we r r,indows w1 c~ 

·;e ·e a rrov- vi t i u.! d . ide , • thout o t: ... t t h e 1 i s . t :'ror.i t : e i;;!!lnle i 

J kus~lem could spre~d out ~Jd per Lte the ole ,:orld, 11 so t · .. t : tio s may 

f o 11 ov 1 y 1 i .r: t aI .. d g s u ., see t... fl o . o _ J.y i 11 U!. i • -t. 0 • II T 

lic)1t to Jrin,> t o t· _ .e ... tile r:orl , a low-tore t o ..,ri nE=> t ... 1em 

L. a.i::.f-:: J.Se of t ... 1: t -: .. ich • e t ou__, t so i di spe 

T1 ·i. t is wl • t e Jev; h s o..:..e t e undefc.• ted a.. o G tl...e ~'-o:ples of 

t ~e :orld. : e • de tified .,, · :1~elf v;i th God •. . 1JFor I ar.i t.. Lord. Thy od . Fr'),. 

v,111 eln you. 11 
t} s e lie:,; .ts 1 t )lll' n~arts t~-e fi re . 3e .... t • .r.raid for 

In all of our dar :-e st moments, t~i ... a. t ey ai·e today, m fr ie 1c..s , :e 

no . how to _ .1 le tr.e lib1 t . , e ~<: r:-v, O\, to oorro~ from t l c.. l t a r of t e 

h. 1 r ~1.;._1ctu.a ies of o· r 1 iv s . :~ t _Jame • icr i dled t:.e li 0 ts L our 

. 
< r' r T .:i.L 1 L J-rus.<ile:n d b _e1 llut d . 1 t l st..cred ve . ~ ls ss . ..... e n ... 

} d en d stro ed. 1l li:tle <·ruse 0 oil tie·- f Ul th !' in. The . ir. cle 

ened s so fr Je, ish hi s tory. T e little cruse of oil 

ich i s t ; bu .L one urned O_-.P, t \.'0 , t.:.r ,::l.e , fo five, six, s V • I 

i t d· s, r ll t : d ys o t :.e f,:,s tiv · l . 

L t us, +' • m.: _ r1 c s t i s ich. L.. 
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t y . ... le ee... f-:>r • lorlw ti e a .. d ~ 1 .t.ic1. 

survival, 1-t us borro·: t he lit_) t o.o .a1~r~' t e 1 i .t of rededic t ~o .. d 

d dle a ~ c \, li ·,.t 0.,... dev ti,, .rc- ith a .. d .i . .. ope . .. ... 1 i 11 c J 1. ti e to 

be th 
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