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This day, my friends, is doubly significant. It is, first of 

all, ah liday, but of the minor holidays in the Jewish calendar known 

as the Fifteenth day of 

our c lendar we have 

•vat whis is the new y ar for trees. In 

ew year for hu: bein s nd we al■o have a 

n w y , r for trees. On this d yin Pal tine trees are being planted 

because the new year ha.a begun. 

This holiday rem1nda us again of the fact we frequently forge,, 

that originally our people was ture folk, a people of the soil, a 

people which drew its life and euatenance from the land, a people of 

farmPra, shepherds. Life baa made of ua an urb ~ eople crowded and 

herded i n gre· t metropolitan centers far removed from contact with the 

soil, and we have become a bua1ness folk larg ly a people of traders. 

But i n t e ancient cl.a¥•, in . al stine, we were largely a people of the 

soil. Th legislation which e find in our Torah bas to do gel7 

to do with the land and the aJor holidays like Pasaover, Sha.vuoth and 

SUccoth have to do with the cycls of the year -- early harvest -- late han st. 
most 

The/Joy(jlJ.,& occasions of ou.r ncestore were those occasions when, 

three tim a a y • , they made a pil image from their homes and villages 

and town bri 1~~ their choicest f ruits of field d ore rd to the 

T m:pl in Jenisalem. Th Talmud descries with w • t Joy our foref . thera 

would c rry th ir ofterin0 s on th se thr e festivals from their homes 

to ount Zion. As they climbed the mountain they would aing songs 

-- Shir Haroaalo\h. ey would climb · d w il~and st p to re t and aing 
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those Joyous ao a of thanksgiving u.nd gratitude. 

Ou.r Talmud tell• us t t in cient Pal sti e when a child was 

oorn, if he as a 1 child, son, the father would plant ediately 

a C dar tree. If it was female c ild, a da'U&hter, he would plant 

1 ediutely upon birth, a Cypre3s tree. "an is like unto a tree and 

a tree is lik unto a man. tt And for eTery man born, a tree was planted. 

P lestine was up until recently a deforested land, a land where 

there ~ref w trees. It was full of roes · d desert sand everyw re. 

In ancient days, however, it a a l 1d full of the acious sna.dow 

of treee. And I c imagine liow our ncestor, lo kin over their 

fields in ancient ~s would feel a surge of ride and peace come 

into their soul• as they thought to themselves: NThe e are paternal 

fields where my father lived and where his father lived before him. 

H re they knew labor, love. Here their dreams were f ahioned . .And 

here rests their sacred du.at. These, too, shall be the fields of 

my children." That gives a person, my frienda, a sense of immort lity, 

a sense of the continuity of life wnich compens tes us for so macy 

of the depriv tions and sorrowa ot 11 e. 

The movement tor uild Pale tine d e ' tahlish Jewiah 

folk on the land as farm re ain aims to c. eate thia home which 

had been our~D'1r1n&7:undreda of years of exile when•• were removed 

from the soil w became people of bu inesa folk. Some nations 

repro ch us fre uently ith the f · ct that w ""e no, producer• but 

only exploiter• of wh t other people produce. 



The Zionis t movem nt s ught to realize this proph tic dre· . 

"Behold! I will ive you back the corn from the stalks, the wine from 

the grapes, the oil from the olives and you will no lon ,er be repr? en 

among the nations.• 

This is signific t and happy day because on thi day the Jew'r7 

of this countr are celebr· ting •·tis coming to be known aa P~!estine 

~. And throughout th land, ga therin...,s • re bei ., held celebrating 

Palest e Day. Such a c lebr tion takes on a v ry J oyou1 ch racter 

because, aft~r all, we have a chieved in Palestine somethin0 uite 

amazing, d somethin which just . fie the Jews throughout the world 

to have and to ~roclaim their sen°a of e tlsfaction. ch has been 

accomplished. After all, in thee few y ars a nee thew r the J a 

used their initiative, th ir ent rprise and s· crlfi ced their beinbs. 

They did transform the wild rnesa into a fru.it:tul land. T'ne7 did 

drain the marshes. They did recupture the fertilit of places long 

• sted by centuries of ne ,lect. They did establish colonies. They 

did build schools ad high schools and a university on t. Scopus. 

They did build res arch labor toriea, hospit ls d clinics. They 

did produce their newapap read azin a and pPriodical• and 

they did revitalize and modernize their speech. 

They tranatonned t t backward area into • mod rn proap rau.a 

cent r of civilization - all in le a than fifteen ye r. T tis 

a record. And the Jews of the orld c· be proud of it and should 

be proud of it. e should rejoice. Th r is so much of sorrow in 

Jewish life todq. ao much sc.a.dne a and t ra ed¥, 11aziism, H1tl rism 

and anti-Semitism, that 1\ 1• ood to h v• the op_or"1n1'7 to pause 
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a little a.ud reJoice • t something a ,:> soul-upli tint;, which is happening 

in Je lah life todey. 

All roads, rq friends, today. lead to Zion. Tu 1931 there were 

4,600 J ew• in Fal ~tine. In 1932 there were 9,600. In 1933 there were 

45,000. In 1934 there were 65,000 Jew• in Pal tine. If tbi r te 

cont1nuea through this current y , aighty to inety thou~and J •• 

will enter Palesti ne. 

Th t little country hae lre dy become the reates\ center of 

libation in the world. Into the United States 1st y Jar, only half 

the number of 1 .16rants of al l races and of all rell ·ion entered 

a entered in Pale£tine. A whole p ople is o the move. The number 

of Jewa who r turned from the l>ylonian Capt1v1,1 2600 ye r■ ago -

the . tot l number of those who returned was no ore than 42,000 and 

todq, twice that number are ent ri F 1 s tine nually. Thia 

return ich ia ta.kin~ p~ac in our own 1• eclipsing in magnitude 

·t1i wnich st en pl ce in history heretofore. 

I read a few weeks · g that in a cit of oland, ninety certificate• 

were availavle f or emigranta w o anted to go to Pale tine and for th••• 

ninety certific tes. 7,000 people a ~lied. Ir ad t oth r day of 

a riot in the of ice of the Jewiah rency • · int the o ficial• of the . 

Jewish enCT because they had insufflci nt certificates to meet the 

de da of hundreds of people who were clwnoring to go to Pale tine. 

One quarter of · million of youn Jew• are todQy tr ining thems lvea 

in Lat yi · , Poland, Raumania, rmany d Austria. preparing themaelvea 

and ai\ing for the mom nt hen they wi l l be iven the eat rivilege 

of migratin to Palestine. 
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I a oke of th~ e thin0 s to make you aware th t aome\hing 

molllllD ntal is hapPeni in Jew sh life today. It is no lo er a 

qu- tion of settling two or three huu ed Jews in Pal~stine. It is 

now a u s tion of a whol n· tion movin tow· da P l ~s tine -- hun reds 

of t hous da of people. 

And th gratifyi ~ thing about it al l ia that in spite ot 

t . e numerous ro l a hich this whol sale in:mi r ation ia er ting, 

the f · ct is th.a, if this present rte of immigration continua ov~r 

a p riod of five to seven .ara - if th re is no interruption--

the Jewe will form a maJority of the popul tion in Paleatine and the 

Jewish om 1 1 will become 

land. 

fact, not m r ly on paper, but on 

ow, of course, this stampede in to P lestine, and it 1• 

approaching t e nature of · stampede, is not due entirely t ~ the · d~aliem 

of a few impractic .: l Jews who • ve suddenly recl. ized th need of the 

up-buildin of~ 1 s tine at all. It i due lar ely to exter1 1 fo rces 

ov r hich w h ve no control d hich are driving grec,.t n bera o our 

peo let a a new re~e. The demoralization which b...s t· en plEce 

all overt e worli, the economic situation, t ie impov ri .tion, the 

th accentuation of nation 11am and r ci 11am, th ccentua\lon of 

anti- mitiam -- the•• t hing• re making 1\ more nd more im~o• lble 

tor l rge Jewiah comnuni t tea to 11 ve at p •. ce where they- are -- IU \lerl• , 

Hazlta I aaciam, C .,uniam -- all these have brought tr glc instablllt7 

and insecurity in Jewiah lite. 

Tena of thouaanda a· • forced b7 condiilon• oYer which the7 have 
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no control to uproot t h aelvea and to aeek a new ho•• T • logic of 

history ha• de Palestine center in Jew1 h lite tod' Y• A leader, 

a n of genius, a man of canpelling ereonality m give a direction 

to a mov ent, rr.ay ina ire . certain n ber of 1ndlv1d la to become 

his disciples. 

Twenty to twenty-five thousand Jews from German · didn't go to 

Pale tine of their own !re will. ~yo them tho~ht of Fale tine a s 

an out o tihe ay country and never connected them elves with it. Te 

wer G ns. Ger ~ a their ath rland. Thy couldn't conceive 

that so eday Berlin would fall in the hand• of a Goering, a Goebbela. 

These Jews, in the laat few years, have b n fl 7 ht1ng tor certific: tea 

to go to alestine which practici. l ideali ta d rep~red for them by the 

· •• t of their bro••• 

1fty yeara c- go, men aw fr ahe·d. Th leaders could ••e 
through to re lity. en lik · erzl, Hes , Pinaker and Nord u -- these 

men and men like unto them expressed thia a1m1 le fund rrient 1 truth -

that there 1a no a· fet , for Jew• in a 1~11 tlon nywbere in th world. 

Safety li~s in himself, in reaolvin to conatitute himaelt aa a people 

on his own land. 

Ne· rl ■eventy-tive y i ra go, •o••• Ress, one of the pion •r• 

of i10niam 1 wrote 1n hi f oua book •Borne nd Jerua lem" the following 

, rophetic mesaage: MThe Euro en nation• hav l ya coneider d the 

existence of the Jewa 1n th ir midat a• u n an ly. e shall alWB.7• 

remain atrangers ·mo the nation•. They tole~ t • u• and even 
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grant us manci}a tion, but they will never r e• J~ct ua a a lo aa we l nce 

the principle p.bi bene ibi patrt1; above our own great nt, tional m or1 • 

'l'hough religious fanaticism may cease to opt r ··te aa a t ·, ctor !.n the ru tred 

agalna, t he Jewa in civilized countriea, y tin spite of enlighten~en t nd 

emanci. tion. t he Jew in exile ho denies his tionalit 1 will never e rn the 

respect of the tions amon ~ wh m he dwella. He may become a naturalized 

citizen, but he will never be able to convince th entilea of hi• tot 1 

sep r tlon from his own nati onality. It 1• not the oid-type, pioua Jew 

who would rather suf fer than deny his tione.llt7, t ru t 1• mos t dea 1 ed, 

but t he modern Jew who, like the Ge n out c sts in foreign countries, 

denies hia n tionallty while the hand of f te .reaaea he vil upon h1a 

own eople. The be·"ut11'ul bra. •• a.bout h ni t y and enlightenment which 

he employ• • cloak to hide his t re aon, hi fe· r of bel identified 

with his unfortunate brethren, wl.11 ultiwe. tely not i--otect him from the 

Judgment of ublic o inion. Inv in doe• t he enlightened Jew hide 

behind hia eoer·~hical and hiloso}hical alibi. It i• or no avail. 

Mask your elf a thousand time■ oTer. change y~ur ••• religion and 

char ctr. t vel throughout the orld incognito, sot t people may 

not r cogni~e the Jew in you; 19t ev ry insult t o the Jewish name will 

strike you, even more t n the iou.a man who is perm ted with the 

apitit of Jewiah aolldarlty and who tight• tor t he honor of th• Jewish 

name.• 

In our own~. in classic Cie~r. ny , aaai 11 lion doe not ork. 

The non-Jew doe n't wia. the Jew to aaslmilate and the non-Jew re1i1t• 

he el ila ted Jew far more t n he reai ta the Jew who cling• to 
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his or\hodo~, to his loy! lty, to hi• heritage. 

e are inclined to un1e~- sti te the im1 ort nee of n· tionnll m. 

Why t lk a.bout being t Jew? Let ua talk bout being human be!.ng1. The 

whole world la one f m11y. But t1onal1am 1• a tremendousl• powerful 

and com_ elling factor in the lif e of a o.vle. The re, 1 and •ound 

back r ,.rund hlch is unf ortun, tely over-accentuated become • men.-=i.ce in te d 

of virtue. 

Look what happened in the Sa,. r inthe laat few weeka. H re, 

80,000 eo l d an o;·portunity to choo•e freely and ~ithout resaure or 

compulsion between two lt ernati~••• the status quo 1n which the7 

found t ems elvea wh1ch insured them freedom, econo 1c proaperit7 --

bee use the Saar folk• · re the mo\ pros eroua po .. le in eatern Eu.rope; 

on t he other hand, oppre~sion, tyra.ney, brut lity and Ritlerlsm and 

the econo~ic de reaaion which would be theirs if t hey joined Germany. 

The opportunity of re-joining their r therland won. 1nety ercent 

of theae people chose to rejoin t heir therlan4. 

It was much eaaier tor the Jew in the latt r part of the 

Nineteenth Century and eLrly Tv,entieth Centur.,. In those day• the a 1r1t 

of the Eenaisaance and the o tion were still dominant. These 

two movements stimul · ted the spirit of free thou«ht and inqui17. Thi• 

helped the Jew• bec:.iuae 1 t helped to deatroy . rejudice and 1ntol nee. 

The rench Revolution atabl1ahed the rl •h\• of man a• t ainat the 

right■ of thi St t and Church. 'l'heae right•• hi• by vlrtua of 

hi• humanity and not by Tirtue of hi• mberahip in any olltle ,l 

or religioua grouping. The Jew a• de tined to benefit from thi1 

revolutio ry movement. A.nd bl did benefl t. The Jn b me an eaual. 
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~Ten while the f ir 

1n 1791, tne Jew aa e 

of the French R volut.ion .. re s till raging 

citizen o the anch Republic. 

Unfortunately ainc the ur t se doctr n ~a of tt:l. berty - f r · ter 1ty -

humani tr' are in retreat. They ar in recession. '?hey are being acra_ ped, 

Dictator hip, tate bsolut1am, · utocr cy of a party, ha ,e destroyed 

thee · alienable ri ta d the J • fi · a hims lf tod exactly aa 

he found nimself in the i dle ea. HP is no lo ~er e trehch din 

a law hich 1 a ov men , but is ain subjeci to th w im or will of 

arti • or ai in vidual. St te a olutiam or Fascism la¥• all 

empba ia on natio ..uiam and .1. n • C()Ulltriea upon r · cialim. 

Hence the desp rai e need f or P 1 ati~ to is f or those of 

our p opl who no long r lead p ceful liv • n ~ part, of the world. 

I have poken of the achieTe.enta of Pal Pstine. It would only b fair 

to corr ect the picture b pres ntin the problems 1ch confront our 

people there. 

there h s develop d becuu· e of thi s gre· t infiux o~ 1mm1 u t i ln, 

a land hunger. The country i a becomi nb crowded, f or aftpr all, it ia 

a 11 country. An the crowded condi tions, particularl~ in the towna 

and c1 tiea hav• produced land specul· tion, a. boom of the tj'pe 

which •• ho.d i n Florida. Specul tion in lan4 is riai i n Pale tine. 

Palestine needs more room and more roan is vailable crosa \he Jo 

Tr a-Jordania wa.a al•~• a part of Pales tine in the original mandate. 

Tl:nt great stretch of land acroaa the Jordan is twice aa lar e 

aa Pal . tine with but one third of Pal -· tine•• popul tion can hold 

a million people and support tl em. Trana-Jordania must open 1 ta • \es 

for J wiah aet\l nt ao t • t the reconstruction of Pal s tine 1• 

• 
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permitted to follow sound economic principles by ext ending its scope 

of settlement, by correcti the ov • r crowded menac i ng condi t i on 

by opening up new land. 

The s cond problem is t he ec lnomic situation. Unf ortun· tely, and 

he..-e ugain, because of t he i nflux , t hat problem hich bad been outlined, 

namely , r eturning Jewi sh lif e to t he soil, building a nat i on of f arm.era -

thbt i sbeing sacrificed. Mos t of the i mmigrants into Pal s tine todJzy a re 

goin into the towns and cities. P lest1ne 1s becoming a land of us111ees, 

industry anti specula t ion. And that period which ch:.i.racterlzes a. pyramid 

standing an 1 ta apex - is being set up in every d,-:; tail in Pal at:lne 

where somethin6 ne and f i ner might have b ~n wilt. There are all too 

~ profess ional men and too few farmers and workera. And that is 

unfortuna.te. 

In fact, the higher wages being paid i n the cities tod.!"3 are 

attr- ct1ng those people w rk1ng on the land t o the town and cities 

with the r sult, thca.t Jewi.ah coloni ~s have to employ non-Jewish labor. 

Forty :percent of the 1::ibor on land is Arab labor, not Jewish labor . 

That is a grave problem which faces Pales tine t o~. 

They mus t r alize t t pari of the Pal stinian program •a• 

the rebuildillG of the eople. not merely the rebuildi of the land.. fha 

Zionist idea was to reconstruct more normal economic, pol i tical and 

cultural 11.:'e f or our people so that the reproach of the nations would be 

removed from our race. i'e don1t want 1n .Pal stine m rel¥ a Jewish 

communit,", merely a Jewish state. We want Pal 0 tine to be a land 

that w111 somehow embod¥ •ome of the ideals which •• have b en talking 

abou.t, throughout the agea. 
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have b..- n held u.p OP.fore the orld as a people who beli ved 

in justice, in ri teouaness and hU! - equalit . And now, in Pal ts.• 

we ve .or t first time an o. ortunity to onat~a\e 1n our om 

1 where w a e at ra, how arn st we are in givi these nro h· tic 

id 1 e_ . re sion. An we mu.~, not mis th1 opportunity or• ill 

.come· renro ch to the orld. 

A Pal~ tine ot f · r r. labor re, will e an object ot pride 

to 11 t e fifty million J •• in the worl a.nd will e an enlidltenment 

to t.t e 1 • tion ot th world. 

or t e present, it i hi,;hly gr« ttfy so refr h.1n to 

know t • t 1. t e midst fell th d Oicl·zati , con mic c o. 

pol t :. c• l m1 fort e d lha i anci nt _ ople o or ly 

tri d, 1 st 11 able to find t t ergy, t t con!· uce, t • t 

strength • thin it 11' to build \hi raonw ntal \hi hich is t 1ng 

place before our ver-J ·yea -- to rebuild whol country, t o r uild 

n,. tion, to build n civilis·· tion. ot ing bare sue lo ut 

t, sti o • fri nd, t, th i re t str ngth of our p ople, t 

the lnt r tio1 l world as thi gre· t nte rise hich 1a t~' 1 place 

on t l h 1·es of th dit rran tod.~. 

e Zi n1 ta or no,, e er e 1 lieT in J ilh 

eta,• or not -- th ae th1 8 V cc t·on to • • • 

Int future people aho d co tr ute tever \he7 C contribute 1n 

eympa~, n und r t lng. ln aub t · ce to \hie at hi toric ak 

whoa r al a 1f1cance our chil re. tho • t r t em in t e fu ta 

n rat ona will b ble tor al.1~ • 
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In 1931 Jewish irrmi uti >n into Pnle. tin~ ·,.,,. 4,000; in 1 32 it s 

9,500; in 1933 it w s 45, 000; in 1934 it w,~s 65, 000; and i n 1936 it romisss to 

re- ch 80,000. Consi · er·ni t he size of the untrJ this. s s 1 .•:ii .1. t i on io truly 

remar;~ le. ?al stine tod i s one of t he mos t important i mit~ tion cent~rs in 

the orld. ~f no t the most important. 

enterprise ~fa ew 1._ r actical id lists, has to y assUL1 ~d t~ cl · ract r of 

mieht \ undertakin,; vf u,.:. tion-bu.1ld1n6 l nvolvi ,. hU!ldreis of thousands of people, 

V t fi cia.1 ex-9endi tu:P » ~f gr c.. • t t' .t.::i ·-!· cl. :i.o .l signific, ce. 

T !1- '• I/Or< .. 1 ... politic~.l at.I. ~er..: 01.i ~ •X> i w~lich mil 1io.u.,; of 

J~ fiur tl em elV!3 ~3 a :result o ... • t1 e po.:.t- ar c.i r g·• . ~. 
lZ...,\<l.OU Wlll the 

acceutu:iti:>n of n.,:.. tio11al , n r~ci -i ani .. ,s l ti o ~ .. e -·~reing marq o • the, t~ f ' nd 

and spiritually. To the yJU.t~. espec 'all;{> the app al of Pal ~tine is ~r~ving 

irre a i.s t ib le. 

Tens f thousands of Jews :f~or.1 Hitl rised • ld oru.Wlzed Ger:.~y. :m.J. ·rom 

the lmpov rished lands of ~ t .rn 1-,;ilr-'.>pe are flockin to~ t o al s tine in 

what is de tined to ecli-ose in • itude the r turn o the Jews from the 

Babylon·a.n Cu.ptivity ~ centuri a •: o. 

In fft. short yea.rs Je 1sh nter ris has converted a uclau d, Ori ntal 

hi t rland int.o a :flourishin , pro p rous • d al to th- r mo ern country. .roua 

coloni~s. t w ~ • d ci ties hu.ve been built as if by IDD.gic, wom drain d, wa te 

plt ces r cla'm d, roads built, ho i tala, clinics, ren"··rch l or tortes, scho ls, 

hi schools, a univ r i\y on t. Scopu. n •s~ap rs, c.azin d J riodic·ls 1n a 



revived d mocl ot chi ., nt 

re elo uent triout to th cur e, f , it an b111tJ of th e J wa 

hl ve gone t J 1 tine tom: 'e it their hom th of thei1· cnil 

t o of Pal ·tin 1 rogre , . the gr t influx of new 

ttle.. •:.u 1 till l ; ger ~ve of i igr ts . i ch 1 coming, mai:e it 

r vi e the c nstrict d territ r_ ... l limL .. _tio s Ull r ich al stine 

• s o ~ ,' v. l·J~i~ Ull • 1 .1.0\7. Ti1.ei fronti ra of . .- ... 1 • tine mu t be .. ten d and 

restored to -·,L c• •i • ~nul o 1rdera co:.1.templ t d b the 1· date. Th countrJ m-..i. t 

no lo . ·n cleft 1 t in, on t l 

0 the'• • lf C O ' d. 

... ia. 1 C8 th . 
1 J :.. l ~ le·· A • tl but 0 VJ-

third pO_lul,. t. Oll• _·. \OU 
. ,_ .. . . t for J u·s1 • . le13e1 "• " 

.. 

T"h .. .t-'a f ;!_·an -Jo: · ... .1.ul fr .... ~ It ie 

ed t.l e Ii il ~ . i · i-0-.1:::t· -~ l t· ;_ 1 sh, uld 100 ic 11 tu ... 

form pi t tine. Th 'P nin c. f _r 3-J =:d vii ill r lleve 

e t n io 1 f th i gr, tlo 1 _ :oul d ch ' tt, 1 1 d .. 

p cul tion l icil to t.'lr t 8 not on y t e ro p rit .I t 9 oouu r. u\ 

the w ol oci~ ro r o the Zioni tor nlzatio. It 111 ~ n 

up nP t ri .. or~ for productiv nt 

oft hol c witrJ fort enef1 t of both Je s • n .Araba. 




