
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series IV: Sermons, 1914-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         156           55           473 
 
 

Stalin - Mussolini - Roosevelt, 1935. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



s 
T ree • nbols of orld Reco s ruction 

By 
Rabbi bo t ... Hillel Si.l ver 

t 
e emple 

On 
Sundu morning, February 3, 19~5. 



Stalin, ,ussolini, Roose elt -- these t· ree names are today the 

three 5r~at symbols o: three movements of ·orld reconstruction. 

Stalin -- tie symbol of communism -- tne man of st el -- a man 

wno graduated f rom ev ry traininG scnool in Sioeria -- e hardened revolu-

tioru:.ry -- fearless, almost rut· less i d·vldual -- tIJ.e iron hand of 

Russia today. 

Mussolini -- tn sym ol of Fascism -- tne eloquent, passionate 

harangert t e man given frequ tly to elo u nt gesturing -- the ex-

socialist -- a clever journalist and orator t1e master of I aly. 

R0osevelt -- a. kindly ch erful human man -- friend oft e common 

man a sKillful, clever no e~sily ears the confidence of nis 

people and the admiration e¥en of his foes -- the Ci io d spokesman 

oft e w Dea.l . 

T ese tnree men are tod·y symbols, stan ard bearers, if you will, 

of three pnilosophies of government, three systems o. economics. I 

do not meitio Hitler, ~or after all, aziism is 01ly a rordic version 

of F· scism. Th re is not· i new in .1:-azi ism. Because of its ef at 

and humiliation after tie orld ~ar, Fascism in Ger ny ecame a much 

more violent and vindictive. Tnere is notn.i J original in laziism. 

Tne proud Aryan borrowed his tee ique from the editerr=·~cci...uS and 

t e .e iterraneans borrowed it from tne Slav in osco. Lenin 

taught Mussolini how t d stroy democracy a d .·ussolini tau r t Hitler. 

Lenin, imself, did not • v to originate the system o • dictatorsnip 
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and t~e su~pression of opositio. He learned t a t fr ca tnou d-ye, r 

old hierarchy of Czars i · Ru~ ia wno s eci~lized i~ absol tist terrorist 

dicta torshi s. 

Eac.n of these t ree men nas cure forte ills of our economic 

syster:i . Tne r all t ree recognize the ailm _nts w11icl exist. T1.1ey are 

too self-evide t to be i?;nored or lightly tre~ted. st~lin~ cure is 

co:mzunism. Tne source of t e ail-nE-nt is priv te capitalism. ThP cu.re 

is tn abolishment of priv· te capit· lism. T"ne met od is proletariat 

dictatorship. mssolini 's cure is Fascism. Source -

TJle method is tne dictatorial state, t~ e outlawin0 of all part but 

one and t ' e re6 ime t-tion of tne ole li ·e o-r t e a tion in o e iron 

discipline. Roosevelt's cure is t .. e Ni::. D 1. Tne source of the 

econ~mic ill is tne concentration of altl in tie ands oft e few resulting 

in an over-privile0 ed class and · l a r 6e under-privile6ed class, an 

over-privileged class wnic1 victimizes t e un er-privileged class compo ed 

of unio men. Tnis concentratio1 of vealt ori gs about periods of 

economic uepression and suffering. Te cure is raisi g the standard 

of the mas es at the expense oft e cl~sses, social planning and a 

modicum of social control of productio and distribution hich will 

normalize tne economic processes of the nation and tne establi ent 

of security of livlihood abainst the hazards of un~mployment. The 

methodist· ' t of democratic government . tne a ening u arousing 

of the political intellive ce of the wnole people so that t ey will demand 

and achi v tnes obj 0 ctiv s. 



o of these tree pro~rans of r cons truction, th youngest is 

the New Deal . The w Deal is only to years old. Fa scism is t elve 

y ears ola.. Co "'-·• .. ism is sixtee .. y ea.rs old. It is o'3rhaps t oo e t1.rly to 

evaluate of these three systems of world recon truct·ou, alt' ough 

a decGi.de or a decade and a half i t ·1ese swiftly moving times o ours 

is an inconsid rable -period of time. The spokesmer .. of t ese three 

systems themselves li ~e to point ·th pride to tieir achievem nts d 

acts. 

T Russia reco struction move~e t was of course the most 

thorough-going revolutionary loody and t · ie most ex tens· ve as f ~r as 

t e num er of people were co cer ed, af ec in5 on n red sixty 

mi l io lS of people. T. e Ru · si Revel t i o s vre over tuu t people wi t a 

som of dest.ruction. It uprooted tneir ,orld. It li uid.ated aw ole 

clas s. It turned everyt i tops -turvy. d no , after sixteen year 

in power, it is possible tot e stocA of tie constructive achievements of 

tne Russian Rev lution as well as of its destructive elements . 

At tne end o sixteen y ars, it a ope~rs that t 1e Russian 

Revolutio did ac ieve an almost cor.iplete socialization of industry. 

It almo~t succeeded in realizi ~ that part of its program. It has 

achieved the collectivization of a icultu.re up to sixty-five percent 

of t.t1e populatio affected and ei • ty-f i ve -oercent of the land area 

affected. It carried throu hi t ese sixteen y~ars amazing projects 

for industrial expansion. 

Tiie motiv ting principle of the First Five Y ar Plan was to 

over-t e and outstri Am rica. nile not quite succe ding in doing 
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that, R ::>Sia has become dotted iti1 factories. Industrial towns a d cities 

have sp g up. The industrial output of tne cou tr as i creased. The 

output of coal, iron, steel, electrical power as jumped two and.tr e-fold 

iu some cases, ten-fold. 

Sixtee e s nave shown a remarkable development in the ducational 

and cultural fi ld. Rem; rKaole w0r~ as done in st ng out illiteracy 

in Russia. They built sci1ools in out o .. "' t· e wa • places. T"n y built 

hospitals, clinics. 'L1 neal th of the people i~proved. T1 ey stimulated 

the artlife of the p ople. These are v ry definite 6 ains. T ey are 

eloquent achievem~ ts whic must be put tot· e ere it of the Soviet 

reg me. These are definite achi veme ts ai d t • e .t..o is that t1ey ~ill 

continue to i~c-ease in the comi g y - ar. And c rtai ly no one would wish 

to ru:ve a i terru~tion in th_se laudaole processes of econo~ic and 

cultural evolution. 

And yet, if o e had visited Ru sia, obser·1ed it objectively, 

u biased ou any n ilosophies, o e woula report t· at Ru sia has a long 

long way to 6 0 b?:ore tae ideal mi l lennium anticipated will e ac ieved. 

Inf ~t, the millen ium has not even been a~ roximated. It is as f·r 

off as it ·sever b een. Poverty is still t norm oft e ussian pe ple. 

The standard of living is very lo. F od is poor and scarce. The ousing 

conditions oft e r irg people is almost primitive, whole f • ili s 

living in one room or at b stint o rooms. Li:e in ssia today is 

hard and full of deprivatio. bes a_ e lo . e cost o livi has 

dou led d treoled, in four or five • rs. 
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Evi tl the abse ce of a.!)· t· listic exploi atlon does n of, 

i tsel i: sure i11mrove .. OJ! t of living t;O d ~ t.:ons o-" Fr: ends 

o: ssia uropnec t ..... t co d. ions • e bound to improve, t.t. t as ~sia 

d velops more and. more i.~dustrially. t · e worKi ... classes ill en o more 

and mor of tl.e social goods . It is quit possicle out it is of cours 

prophec.,' and v i h fu.l ill ent ich m&y com true and may not. 

i o t · is de riva tio1 of 160 , • 11 • o .;;eople mi 6' t ·oe justifi d o the 

a s nutio that t 1e a.·e J.elpin►_; to stabli~h a classlesc society i nich 

aosolute equality ill prevail, in whic· in q lity of the ... hol soc·et:, 

ill n lon~er exist. But un:ortui cttely, ev 11 th~t is not the c se 

i R siu. The plaer tne Sovi~t system 0 ro s, e or class diff~r ces 

on th'- 'basis of ecm omic coi d • tio s a .. d livin c di ions develop. 

cla:3ses ill a.ris in Russi·~. This las 
, . . 
I l. ir. R ss • a is 

differe t fr mt e classes n·c1 exist i c·pit·list societi s. v r-

theless, defi lte class i sna _ly 

Co ism, of course, 1 • .s lo .. 0 since oe n aead in Ru sia. Ti1ere is 

no attempt to est~olis' co .. nunis of tr1e sta.te, o tne universal pa nc-ister 

or emplo er. m. H. Ci.um erlin who lived i ssia for si y .ars bas tiis 

to say aoout tie rise of new classes ·n Co ist Ru" ia: 

11 Ineq lit· is actuall bei O :preac ed as a tat conomic do 

and is re6 c..rded not as sonet· inb teruporar • and rans i tional, but as 

sometling hich ill n rsist eve n n tne Sovi t regime s reacu d 

its millennial stage of perfection, t e "tage of commwiisin. tis point 

there is the intere.-.ti 0 d e:np • tic t stirr.ony of S a.lin nim elf, d liv red 

in the cure o his lo• spe ~ch at the last Co ress oft e All-Union Co:mnunist 



part, e· ly in 1 34. 

11 "Equalization in t! e sphPre of co s ption anc.i pPrsona.l lL e is reactio ry 

pettJ-bour ·eois nose se, ortiy of som primitive sect o ascetics o t not of a 

Socialist soci ty, 11 Stal·n declar don t.nis occas·on. 11 .arxism procPeds from 

t1e assumptio~ t ~t tastes ad needs a_e not d cannot be tLe same as r c;"ards 

qual it or quan t • t • , e it ... r i t • ~~riod of s c·alism or i t e u riod of 

co~ isn. 11 

"This e1.p.natic stress o~! t e virtu s cl d nece . it of inequality as 

fo d expression in m trends of rec t Soviet rocial and econor.,ic nolicy. 

Lenin• s demand t w.t a Soviet Co:nmi sar should receive only t · e .abes of a s ~illed 

wor~er na.s lon6 be n c~st into t· e realm off r?otte ti ings. mathematically-

mi ded for i&n corres~oude t w} o atte ed e-rec t St ate ball int e Kr mlin 

on t · e annive s· y of the Bols evist revolutio rec~oned t • t tle costumes 

,orn by som of tne ives of n govern:. e- t officials cost four times the 

avQrage wage of an unskilled orker. 

"Th spread oet 1eer t ' e arrdn s o-f' tn skilled .__nd the uns illed 

manual worKers, oet,· en t .e earni s o-r' tr..e skilled .. or er and of t e ez 6ineer 

or of tle i 5 Sate official, is constantly gro i • 

from th extreme raw bleaknPss of 1930, 1931 and 1932, 

As the CO'Ul tr em ,r es 

en tnere as at 

least t e surf ce i re sion of eq ity of general dPprivation, differences 

in standards of livin6 as oetw~en different cl sses in the ne Soviet social 

order ecom more rn:: r 1 ed. 

u ow, t· is i c_· asi m- teria.l ineq i gos a · ainst tne grain of . 

raru<:-ruid-f il e ists. I rec 11 a ::or·:ier Red p· rtisan wno I once met on 

a co.lectivefu-m in Sout~ eastern Ru sia. To nim co mm int somet ing 
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lie complete leveling and equality in l ivin0 standards, and ne elcomed the 

ruthless 'liquida tion oft e ~rulBAs 1 w ic as proceedi16 at the time on 

the growrl th ,t it was ellminati 6 t ose pec...sants w· o had raised th mselves 

too much aoove the level of their fellows. This Red pa.rtis was naively 

convi ced t · cJ. t wh(l.t haci hao;Jened in the villages ould soon follow in the 

towns, and that all Soviet employes, from ~lin down, would soon be olaced 

on t e same o, sis as far as wages an ' rations were cone red. 

"This growing i equalit is not the only blow w ic St lin has rec ntly 

dealt to the sensibilities of some Comr:ru.nist party mem ers. A vigorous 

c paign is under ay to marce t .o.e directors of factories and State i1 sti tutions 

completely indepe.1..i.de1 t of tnose t :n.1.ces of ar ers I control ich nad surviv d 

from thl'"'." e'rly y ars o th revolution. 

an institution, the 1 .ed director' ho 

ie ffi ial w o is in cba.rge of 

nages a factory, is 5iven more and 

more of the attributes of a fu.ll-fled5 ed boss. This in i s tence on 01e-man 

maragem?nt doubtless l'IlB.l.es for efficiency, but is sometioPS unpopular wit 

those Comm ists who ar rank-and-file workPrs." 

Loyal Co u.~runists ar of course dissatisfied wi h tl is an t is 

dissatisfaction ~ .. s culmi ·t ted in t· e bloody purge l · st month, me.1 at 

the assassi , tion of Kiroff, 117 co ists were put to ae~th who w re 

directly or indirectly responsi le for tne dPath of Kiroff. 

It is a pity t£'.at tne s e peopl re put to de~ti1. But it is ti1e la of 

revolution that the over-zealou on s, t.11e doeJUatic ones, t he 100 oercent 

faithful ones are put out of t· e way. It as true o•r the rench R volut·on. 

It ias true of Hitler's p Ge of l~st month. Hitler at racted yo id al·sts 
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who oelieved in the Socialist part ~.J. tie 1·azi-Socialist plat rm. Stall • 

Trots~-y ir is ted on orld revolu tio • 

So t.:;..;..t after sixtee11 e· ·s of co~x is tic e 'forts itn. t1 e co ti :uing 

lov stc..t ~ard of 1 iv· n 0 of t1 e . • sses, wit a e- rowi ecor omic i .1.equal i ty and 

reestablis et of class distinctio, itn a ~over ment forced a 0 • ·n into 

military al liar ces, into ma.:cin0 ir t r • tional alli ces it·. otn r co tries, 

just a.s tl..e Czars of old in Russia ad as i1 c· pital i tic countries, one 

is justified i.1. as ing whetn r tne terrific cost Jaici forte revol tion 

in terms of eco _ mic tragedy and. sacrifice, in terrorism, xpropri· tion 

and tr e ·suppressio of all hum libert·es ~as l' rranted, ether the 

ed 0ai sin education, - a i dustrialization could 

not iave been achieved in other ays, or mu t we ass e ti1at t he golden 

but Droble:1£.tic futu e is ample compens~t·o r all th-.. t transpir d in 

the last sixtee years? 
on 

And after t lve y ·ars of asci sm the trai s are still ru. ... .ningftime 

in Italy. Beg ars ~re not to e seen on t ' e Public Squ re but you do 

fi1d ore~d lines iu t ~e oac~ str ets. hdt are t e achievements of 

?ascism? 

uTne mountin6 figures oft 1 unemploY!n nt in Italy have o en according 

to t he League o 1 atio 1s r ports: 113,90 in l.,2o; 734,4 - in 1931; 

1,008,953 in 19~3; and 1,1 8,41& i 1934. 

for Corpor,1tio s rote • n 1932: 

re Under Sc et· ry of ~tate 

Bet .·een Jm e 19~7 d Dec""mber 1928, tne a s of uid strial 

~ rA rs fell b 20 u r cent. In 19' 9 a ne drop o 10 per ce t too~ ulac .. 

In 19 0 th re w· s a ener~l lo "'rine, of .:-~es, .... r J i O according to the 

catagori s of orkers, rom 18 to 20 pr ce t. 
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11 T director of a fascist s dicate states t at between 1927 nd 1932 

t he .. ages of ·l ass wor~-::ers n· ... ve '""' llen from 30 to 40 nPrcent; of metal or ,!?rs, 

23 ·oer ce t; o_ ·or ·ers 

~ve deer ·s din m 

tne buildin5 t ra l s, 30 per ce 4t. R al w, .. ge s 

Cc.ses b 50 ""'Jer cent. T.1 e cos t of l i vin5 dur'n the 

same period has :a.lle by only 22 per ce t • uci. remains extraordi .1.urily igh. 

e urc.en of direct taxation falls in Italy on t, e vrorkers to O 
0 a ter excess 

tna.n i ot er country. 

11 .At tile v ry moment t .i. .... t t·.Le 'Chi f of tr.1.e :: a t.e 1 as perorati :i the 

Palazzo Venezia over •corporations• thc.. t are to ie lp enforce t e Dracou · an 

m a.sUI·es of mis r d,=.creed by a str0ke of his pe , t ile Etarvi workers o ... the 

closed sulphur ~ines in Sicil~ !'e rioti ::;, i 

for Jread. Suca was the extremity 0 4~ t.i eir 

streets of Calt i se ta, cryi1g 

ery ru....t evei t e pol ce and the 

militi ga.ngs of t, e fascist over ent had not ne ... ear t to c,sry out effective 

repression. At Pratolo Poli 6 ar .Ac qui la, ho ever, four orh. rs w re 

ounded, and 01e Killed, i a similar f ood riot. 

"Eco ... omic a.istress is ever h-re at t. pres nt time t 1 .. e rule, not t · e 

excentio1. r.ussolini n ._s not failed to av· il 1·mself of ti1e e;:cuse tn--· t the 

financial difficulties of Italy a e in some degree co,mon to all capitalist 

countries. TL.e ulea is 1 6i tima te, al thou it sta ds inc ntradiction to 

t e f~~cist claims tat t! ir co trolled eco1omics tr scend t e ordi ry 

ills of capitulism. s re6ards Italy, it is to oe noted t1. · t the eco o~ic 

crisis oe~an to nifest its lf i th~t country tv.o ye~rs before it as 

e rest of t·e orld. nil ot· r capitalist countries continued 

til 1929 to con.gr· tulate tl ems elves on co c.i tions of 1:pro<:'.peri ty, ' fascist 

Italy, 1. ic · ilad begun befor t e ' ,. re · on e ' to recover eco nic 

sta ility, came on critic~l tim sin 19'7. is as ver cl ~rly bro t 
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out y tLe Instit1:.te of Stc.tistics of t .. e .;n.i.vers i t of Rome, an i1stitutio1 

w1~1c· was a u .:ordi ly SU.?pressed by tne fc...scists." 

So th~t on the oasis econo•nics, neit.t er Comm ism i ssia nor 

- sciso in I·al fort· e tie uei c~ be j stifled or vindica ted, or 

for th1 t - tter, ~aziism i Gr • r . y, t e ;o 'ler r:1- t • s tried 

in tl 1 1: st t o years artificially to stimulate empl oyment t1 roug l a 

lace cre~tion nrogram. arr.tame t yrepa1atio., y se di to conscript 

la or CaCTps, by t -e limi, tio o_ women ..=-ron ind ,str ad b el i.. i ti g 

men under 25. 

However, t e cost of living hes clirn al 1 • th la.st two yea.rs. Germa 

~s d~···aulted. in its private as ell as 1 its public ·eots. T ... ...-se fi 6-ures 

mitJ1t b o• iiter st: In 1931 before t e . • zi C'W into po r, the 

ual 0 ice of trade a s 2,497 millio • r s. 19,.,.2, d a Uc. y--D.r, 

still ~ d a favoruble tra ' e balruce of 1,073 million mar~s. Int e first 

y ~~r of Hitl r's r~g ime it ha d f~llen to 667 million ma~ s. In 1934 

t-'ere ;vi.s an actual deficit of Go': mi11·on mar ·:s so that wit· L. t :,o y a.rs 

of Hitlerism, German fore l gn trade l~t a ~illion marKs. 

nat do s dictutorsn· .,1 bive to its ~eoule for all t · ese ti.in0 s it 

t ices a ·a "rom t em. Tl ere is no co .. omic irnprov ,i!1Pnt. Th standhrd 

of livi g is no hiciher. • t do~s it 0 ive taem It regime ts them. 

rman it gives tne It ma.-c - s tr. em co ·s in a h el. In tl e C,- se of 

racial rom· ticism. In Italy, nati lism. I1 Russia, th mille ial 

dream of cl~ sless society. People are gu.lli ole • i • - sily p ersuaded 

r dil surren er t . .Le • r ard won privil ges, t leir liuerties d 

r 1 ts. 



-11-

Neit er t e ac ieve..-.ents of col 1nu.ni t Ru~s ia 1or the ac1ievFr.1Pnts of . .., .. 

• .. ussolini or Hi tl~r nave so far vindicc=,ted tnem nor d'1 t ey warrant a 

repudiatio1.l of democracy. I am of tne opi ion that Co"1l?IUilism a n Fasc srn 

c-. d ··aziism till yet ove and establish the i erent fundamentali ties, nationally, 
and 

/ econo:aic· lly of the democratic met: od of ma, ing pro6ress . I don 1 t th· D£ th:-1. t 

democracy or lib ... ralism ne-d aodicate because of vmat .ua .Juened in these 

co tries. 

Of course our democracy has fa iled to echi~ve t1e ~illenial goal. 

And our eco or::iic system is not aoove criticism and it does not justify us 

in re.1nt~~ning smug and comolacQnt about t e iuiquitiPS and miseries of our 

own system simply by poi ti g a f i i.5 er at otn r syst~ns wl ic 1 are f· • li g . 

If e believe tLat democracy is t~e souid net o of procress to achieve 

a just syste:n, t~J.en we mu.st put oefore t.: em der.iocratic il strumen.taliti.es 

wi~ wric to acnieve ~ e id:al social or·er . 

•• na t uas oeen wro with our democratic system/ ITe uve permitted 

it to uri g abJut periodic depre ~s ions nic devastate tne lives of 

millions of our people. ha. tour democracy needs is courage -- courage 

to exp rim-nt, to try new vays, to be dari E• .. cy- criticism c.1. I 

uttered a ai st Presid~nt Roosevelt was not directed against the e 

Dal but for the New Deal. It was not directed a ai st Fresi t 

Roosevelt pprsonally at all. It ~ as directed against slip Jing bac~c i to 

t e old la s whicn I f ea ed was .n.a.oc1ening, tne pandering to rec') s tru.cti n 

work d to relief me sures 1ict is t muo·ary d i dequ.J. te. 

Roosevelt's closest adviser for c:1. lon0 time rece ,tly voiced t.t e sam 
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criticism. G 1!eral Johnson, .im ·elf. in an art i le rece tly writte •• tes 

t ·t 11 tne l!ation 1 RecovPry ct s OPe put to sleep. t.aa t tnc codes -i:-e 

uein1:;. all -. ed to 11 gu.ish, thi t t ~e Blue !'..iagle, without hicn it can ot 

live, is Ji.. 5, ts: ·~ t t e ori cipl s Ol ·nic .. tl e v:h.olP pl · ;rocee d, rr 

b in igno d. •Gen ral Joru1so1 ernohas . zed t .:1t no·,Here in his articles 

C' critic·sm of Preside t Roosevelt, eit er expressed, or implied. 

be found.• 

11 Tn°1·e is no more vital and fund me tal issue before tne c::mn ry 

tr -n whether e a··e goi ~ to control o, rn scie1 tific a d industrlal 

devel~prnent to our use or suffer it to ou de truction. 

11 Tne o ly force t 1c1.t c· co trol it is _;_ 1d s trial sel - 0 ove1,tllD.e t der 

Fe erc:11 sup~.:.·visio , a t1 e o 1 plan that •; s ever nr se:i ted throug· 

w ich tn.at coitrol can be apnli~ is NRA. I e crap it will e just 

li.i!:e releasi .6 on a ri)omful of sc ool c· lildr 1 flocK of med n • cal 

F.. e ~t 0 in 
man-eatiu6/mo1 ter-• irresistible ard r·veuous. If .e follow n aevelon 

nd perfect _ RA it will be li.1: e • • rnessL .:,- t e:n, put ti brains into 

tnt-ir orazen skull~ a a. d.rivin0 t em in a po.verful team to pull us 

out oft e mud oft is mor ss. 11 

Courage in ad mocracy is ·•t we eed. . e wno believe in democrc:1.cJ a d 

lioeralism, d I ar!l o e who is· democrat ·nd a libE>ral, w·11 not be 

stamped d o~ a y for of ictatorSI io or ]',.sci srn or over nel ed bJ hi 

sounding do@Mtism. e wh believe in DemocracJ must be nr pared t0 try 

n w tiin~s and new ays a not call everyt i ~ new d different 

radi(', lism, bol evisra -- 1 oelin it in such a ~·ay t t ·e oecome afraid 

of it. 

I re::iemoer si i tis state .I. it tion for 

unemplo t insur ce. ;t;,V ef re t · depr ssion, a op of m and 
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women stuuied with me tne subject of u employm nt insurance. For two 

years we met we k after eek an studied t ie roblem. Finally the 

Unemploy ent L1 ura ce Bill as draft d -- t· e outline of the bill as 

re in o e of t e rooms of the ... e::1ple -- and as !)rese ted 

to tn St· te Let isl ture. .nat wus the esult? .. ny or5anized business 

men and r tail merchants bega to born ard t e legi slators in Colti.~bus wit1 

telegrams d letters a 0 a i st t ' e bill and particularly a 3 a inst Raob1 

Silver -- tJ.1is terrible nerson wn ~as backine this Bill. For four 

or five y ars we had t str gle ac,ainst nostil people. A few wee~s 

a~o, tne very organization which strongly 0p J0sed t e b·11 at first 

s~nt peopl~ to us in6ton to oack it. 

T"nose i o are iuterested in safe5 rdin~ de ocrac , w1 o understand 

1-:. t is going o 1 in t:1e world tod , wno w a r t ·~na tm.-1.t unless sometnine 

drastic is done to put men b ex to work, to 6',l-9.rd against UllP-!D_Plovm nt, 

old "'ge, eopl ill not i definit ly remaiA ntinuously dumb. 1/e 

must dorrect t e evils hich exist. Lar · er amount of social c ntrol 

of industr snould bee ta lished. i e-te1 tr s of tne social program 

can be tcUen over d s ould be t en over by bover ent. Socialization 

in many of the asic industries is b und to come. It is only a question 

ho it will come , throu war: ago , blood ed or t rougn oeaceful 

methods and dP~ocracy. 

I close it the words of tne 6Teat deinocratic leader Tnoma.s Jefferson, 

spoAen ovPr 100 y ars go: 11 I o no safe deposit Jry o~ the ultimate 

powers of society but the peopl t eoselves; & d if tni.:ik t1 m not 

li 0 1 t ned enough to exercise th ir co tr 1 wi tl a .olesome di scr tion, 

t e remedy i n ot to take it from t em, out to i form t eir di er ti n 

by ducation. 11 
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Tnat may sound like a slov, metnod t •> improve a pe')ple by 

education -- to inform t1.1em by education . But t.nat is liberalism . . . 

I believe t.11ct dr. R ~-osevelt 1 s method is t.e true met.nod, ..;rovided 

that method is used. Tne : ew Deal is t~te ideal way in Democra.c·y for 

uriar;inb about a better social order. Th~ ev. Deal is not a matter of 

givi g alms and doles . It is not a stop-gap measure. It is not an 

~~er ency mec~sure for a temooro.ry depress ion . ... 

And my prayer is t.nat President R0 ,"lsevel t ill prosecute courageously 

nis program and will not yield to the voices of tne e1 tre ched orivileged 

classes and oe beguiled into scrapping and des royin6 all th tis really 

funuumental d wortuw1lile -- whcj.t we Cct.11 ti .. e Nev Deul . 



THE SEX TRAP 

babies are brought in to the world. It is not a 
"sex" question. It is merely that natural 
"how?" and "why?" which is responsible for 
all of humanity's learning. He is innocently and 
normally asking his question. Nine times out 
of ten the child is made to feel that he should 
not have asked it. This is, perhaps, the first 
rebuff he receives, and he is puzzled but all the 
more curious for it. He grows and gets his in­
formation from other children in an atmosphere 
of shame and secrecy. The natural tendency of 
the child is to believe any idea which is clearly 
formed in his mind, especially if he knows of 
no conflicting, dispelling facts. He believes, he 
mingles, and the grimy secret is passed on 
from one ignorant, little mind to another, and 
that divine gift, one of the loveliest that be­
longs to humanity, is handed on to the rising 
generation covered with mud. 

Yet society is not wholly stagnant concern­
ing sex. It is beginning to overcome the inertia 
of centuries. We are beginning to progress; but 
it is only a beginning. 

I-Jere is the legal opinion of Judge A. N. 
Hand, in a decision of the Circuit Court of Ap- , 
peals, reversing the decision for the conviction 
of ~1ary Ware Dennett for the circulation of a 
pamphlet entitled :the Sex Side of Life and 
alleged to be obscene: 

lt may reasonably be thought that accurate informa­
tion, rather than mystery and curiosity, is better in 
the long run and is less likely to occasion lascivious 
thoughts than ignorance and anxiety .... We hold 
that an accurate exposition of the relevant facts of 
the sex side of life in decent language and in a mani­
festly serious and disinterested spirit, cannot or­
dinarily be regarded as obscene. 

The significance of the Mary Ware Dennett 
affair, however, lies not so much in the fact 
that there are a few enlightened jurists in our 
midst but in the fact that there still exist 
numerous social influences (such as the Watch 
and Ward Society and the New York Society 
for the Suppression of Vice) that rigidly oppose 
any attempt at social progress. Conditions, to 
them, never change. They seem to think that 
life has been neatly laid out in small, checker­
board squares and that any attempt at change 
from the ancient ways is blasphemous and 
points to social ruin. These people show their 

ignorance by placing veneration before reason. 
Happily, many church organizations are be­

coming amenable to the extent that they are 
sponsoring publications that do attempt to 
"analyze," which is, as Wundt says, such a 
necessary step in scientific investigation. 

"The Church Militant" published in Lon­
don as a monthly organ of the League of the 
Church Militant of London, has carried a 
series of sermons by Miss A. M. Royden on the 
subject of "Sex and Moral Standards" which 
were indeed encouraging. 

M. J. Exner, M.D., Secretary of the Inter­
national Committee of Young Men's Christian 
Associations, has published many enlightening 
studies on the subject. No doubt there are 
many others connected with the Church who 
also admit the existence of a grave sex prob­
lem and the inability of that problem to ad­
just itself. 

The Church, however, can suggest only one 
thing- absolute continence until marriage. 
Obviously, this can do nothing for many of the 
social affiictions previously mentioned. If such 
cont~ne,-; re ,i.-ere fa1thfully and universally 
practiced it would, no doubt, do much in help­
ing to retard the spread of venereal diseases, 
since they are spread mainly by promiscuous 
sexual relations; but it would only aggravate 
the other conditions. 

The sex trap has been made out of malad­
justments. Since sociology is the study of 
contemporary society in which problems aris­
ing from maladjustments are stressed, and 
since the art of organizing public opinion is the 
consummate application of the art of sociology, 
it is up to the science of applied sociology, not 
governmental restrictions nor traditional ta­
boos, to drag us up out of this chaotic slough of 
moral ignorance. Let us have non-partisan com­
mittees (with Hoover's Committee on Social 
Trends and Roosevelt's Committee on Eco­
nomic Security as examples), and let ourselves 
and our government be guided by their find­
ings. Let the Church, the government, the 
people co-operate as a sociological unit toward 
making this a better place in which to live 
rather than a better place in which to muddle 
through a maladjusted existence. 

In an early issue: "The Psychic Side of Su," by Ernest R. Groves 
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IS FASCISM COLLAPSING? 

BY ROBERT BRIFFAULT 

Fascism is on the march. I ts impressive and grandiose 
expansion through the world prefigures the eventual 
universality of fascism. To arrest that march is 
not possible. 

Lus does the Popolo d'ltalia sing the 
triumphant spread of fascist rule. It may be, 
however, that the development of that phase 
of European reaction has already attained its 
summit and is even now approaching a pre­
cipitous decline. 

To-day, while some 170 millions of people 
in Europe (exclusive of the Soviet Union) 
live under regimes which are still nominally 
democratic, more than 204 millions are subject 
to fascist domination. The surviving demo­
cratic governments themselves have so modi­
fied the application of democratic principles 
that their opposition is accounted merely 
nominal. In France a government which has 
obtained full powers to dispense with parlia­
mentary discussion in financial matters has 
appointed a commission to report on the 
revision of the constitution. The proposed 
modifications would so curtail the powers of 
t~e Chamber of Deputies as practically to 
abolish them. The Spanish Republic, whose 
model constitution was acclaimed three years 
ago, is now at the mercy of reaction, and the 
fascist leader, Gil Robles, is expected at any 
moment to assume dictatorial power. Switzer­
land is now notoriously fascist in sympathy 
and tendencies. There are strong fascist parties 
in Czechoslovakia and Belgium. Similar orien­
tations arc present in Holland, Denmark, and 
Sweden. 

To the objective observer it is apparent that, 
other things remaining equal, it is only a mat­
ter of time until the whole of Europe, with the 
possible exception of England, shall become 
avowedly fascist. But that contingency does 
depend upon "other things remaining equal." 
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By that is meant, for one thing, that war in the 
meantime shall be successfully warded off. 
Every European government, whether fascist 
or not, knows, or at least fears, that the out­
break of war would be the signal for revolution 
in the rear. Consequently, despite the frantic 
race for armaments and the scarcely veiled 
threats of war, never have militaristic states 
been so cautious in avoiding a casus belli. 

II 

BuT THERE 1s another possibility which 
is ever more closely approaching the plane of 
probability. Despite the seemingly triumphant 
spread of fascism in Europe, the conditions 
at present obtaining in the two most important 
fascist states, Italy and Germany, are such 
that, even before the danger of war material­
izes, fascist power may crumble down in sheer 
material chaos and dissolution. 

The Bloody Saturday of Adolf Hitler is a 
definite sign of this and coincides with an 
economic condition in Germany which presages 
both collapse and possible revolt from below, 
but it may be felt that Germany is a special 
case. What of the patron saint of fascism, 
Mussolini, and his land where the trains run 
on time and where for fifteen years he has had 
an opportunity to establish his doctrines? 

The mounting figures of total unemploy­
ment in Italy have been, according to the 
League of Nations reports: 113,901 in 1926; 
734,454 in 1931; 1,008,953 in 1933; and 1,158,-
418 in 1934. The Under Secretary of State for 
Corporations wrote in 1932: 

Between June 1927 and December 1928, the wages 
of industrial workers fell by 20 per cent. In 1929 a 
new drop of 10 per cent took place. In 1930 there 
was a general lowering of wages, varying according 
to the categories of workers, from 18 to~ per cent. 

The director of a fascist syndicate states 
that between 19'17 and 1932 the wages of 



IS FASCISM COLLAPSING? 

glass workers have fallen 
from 30 to 40 per cent; of 
metal workers, 23 per 
cent; of workers in the 
building trades, 30 per 
cent. Real wages have de­
creased in many cases by 
50 per cent. The cost of 
living during the same 
period has fallen by only 
22 per cent and remains 
extraordinarily high. The 
burden of direct taxation 
falls in Italy on the work­
ers to greater excess than 
in any other country. 

fering from e on 
wages, industrial e r­
prises are further handi­
capped by the enormous 
tax burden,chiefly brought 
about by efforts to keep 
up agricultural prices. The 
effect may be gauged by 
the gold index of over a 
thousand leading indus­
trial shares on the market, 
given by the Journal de 
la Bourse. Taking the 
prices in 1913 as 100, those 
values are: for 1929, 34.7; 
for 1930, 31.5; for 1931, 
22.1; for 1932, 14.1, for 1933, 16.9. External 
trade has been reduced to nearly one fourth of 
what it was in 1925, and the adverse balance 

_Qas increased in like proportion. 
Signor Mussolini has endeavored to camou­

flage the truly desperate conditions, and the 
even more desperate famine-producing meas­
ures intended to stem them, by the ballyhoo 
of the Corporative State. Divested of its 
cloud of verbiage, the Italian "corporative 
economy" represents nothing but what has 
long been known as" compulsory arbitration.' ' 
The theory has never been put into practice 
and is brought out anew only when it is de­
sired to break the workers' powers of collec­
tive bargaining and defensive action. 
-- At the very moment that the "Chief of the 

tate" was perorating at the Palazzo Venezia 
o,Ter "corporations" that are to help enforce 
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the Draconian measures of misery decreed by 
a stroke of his pen, the starving workers of the 
closed sulphur mines in Sicily were rioting in 
the streets of Caltanissetta, crying for bread. 

uch was the extremity of their misery that 
even the police and the militia gangs of the 
fascist government had not the heart to carry 
out effective repression. At Pratolo Poligna, 
near Aquila, however, four workers were 
wounded, and one killed, in a similar food riot. 

III 

IN ITALY the opposition to the fascist 
regime has never ceased. Fascism has main­
tained its power by the same means it estab­
lished it. An impression has been disseminated 
that, although fascism was established by 
violence and terrorism, its position has become 
so secure that such measures have long since 

f 



THE FORUM 

been dispensed with. The impression is in­
correct. The plebiscite of April, 1934, which 
was accoun tcd an indispensable preliminary 
to putting into force the drastic reductions 
of wages and other measures imp0sing misery 
and starvation, rendered necessary by the 
economic bankruptcy_ of the fascist state, 
was attcndecr by a terrorism not excelled at 
the time of the "March on Rome." The ballot­
ing was open, and the most violent intimida­
tion was exercised by the state forces. Never­
theless, in Turin the negative votes have been 
estimated at between 12.,000 and 15,000, and 
those who abstained from voting numbered 
40,000. Similar reports were forthcoming from 
Milan. In Venice the "plebiscite" led to violent 
riots, which the militia were unable to control 
before several of the" Dopolavoro" houses had 
been wrecked. 

Open opposition to fascism is, despite all 
_. measures of terrorism, assuming ever-larger 
) proportions in recent months. Practically the 

whole of Sicily and Calabria is now manifest­
ing openly its anti-fascist spirit. At Bistari, 
Mussolini was burnt in effigy. At Catanzaro, 
a procession was stopped by masses of rioters 
shouting anti-fascist slogans. At Udine, in 
February, large demonstrations, including 
women and children, paraded, crying "Down 
with fascism." Anti-fascist riots have taken 
place in Livorno. Everything indicates that the 
opposition to fascism which is in reality almost 
universal among the working classes is daily 
becoming bolder. There can be no doubt that it 
will receive a large impetus from the drastic 
measures necessitated by economic bankruptcy. 

One of the chief dangers of the desperate 
situation in which German nazism and Italian 
fascism now find themselves is that either of 
them may be driven to cast aside the prudence 
which has hitherto restrained them from 
facing the risks of war. Circumstances may 
deprive them of the power of choice. A desper­
ate venture may offer them the only chance 
of escape from impending internal disaster. 

1 Both Italy and Germany have been com-

/ 

pelled to uphold their policies of demagogy 
by utter economic recklessness. The effects 
of that recklessness, as well as the intrinsically 
unsubstantial and unreal character of their 
policies, have resulted in a situation well-nigh 
desperate. The unmistakable signs of the 
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anxiety which that situation is causing Hitler 
were seen in the massacre of June 30. The signs 
are no less marked in Italy. 

Economic distress is everywhere at the 
present time the rule, not the exception. Musso­
lini has not failed to avail himself of the excuse 
that the financial difficulties of Italy are in 
some degree common to all capitalist countries. 
The plea is legitimate, although it stands in 
contradiction to the fascist claims that their 
controlled economics transcend the ordinary 
ills of capitalism. As regards Italy, it is to be 
noted that the economic crisis began to mani­
fest itself in that country two years before it 
was apparent to the rest of the world. While 
other capitalist countries continued until 192.9 

to congratulate themselves on conditions of 
"prosperity," fascist Italy, which had begun , 
before the "March on Rome" to recover eco­
nomic stability, came on critical times in 192.7. 

This was very clearly brought out by the 
Institute of Statistics of the University of 
Rome, an institution which was accordingly 
suppressed by the fascists. 

The latest trade figures for Germany and 
Italy are revealing. Germany's foreign-trade 
report for June showed a deficit of 38,000,000 

marks. The total deficit for the first half of 1934 

was 216,000,000, which compares with a sur­
plus of 291,000,000 for the same period of 1933. 
Otto D. Tolischus, correspondent of the New 
York Times in Germany, wrote: 

Chancellor Hitler has admitted German exports I 
have slumped and imports risen more than those of 
any other country. Italy is a close second in both 
respects. 

The optimistic talk heard, in those European 
countries which still remain nominally demo­
cratic, about the power of organized demo­
cratic resistance to fascism is not justified by 
the facts of experience. "Other things equal," 
the continued extension of the fascist regime 
in Europe appears inevitable. But it is more 
than doubtful that the balance in the mean­
time will remain steady. It appears more 
probable that before it has spread to the 
whole continent, the fascist phase in Europe 
will suffer an interruption by the complete 
internal collapse of fascist Italy or nazi 
Germany or by the outbreak of a war which 
will be a direct result of th~ imminence of 
that collapse. 



Stalin Is hown a a Pallbearer at Kir 

who has followed the highly propa­
gandist and spectacular character 
of the few open political trials 
which have taken place ln Russia 
would be likely to answer this ques­
tion with an unqualified affirm­
ative. 

There WM almost a compelllng 
psychological necessity to make out 
of Kiroff's death a symbol of the 

as- supposed implacable hatred of do­
on 

I 
mestic counter-revolutionists and 

the foreign enemies for the Soviet or-
der, to exploit it as an excuse for 

_the I tightening the repressive measures 
ials against dissatisfied critics within 

and without the Communist party. 

Drive Within the Party. 
mu- There is a cloud, which m&y never 

of be fully cleared up, about the moti­
les I vation of Kiroff's assassination. 

e is Much clearer are the political and 
e of I psychological considerations which 

all have led the Soviet authorities to 
take Kiroff's death as a starting 
point for a fierce drive against dis­
sident elements within the party; 
against the secret followers of 
Trotsky, who has been sent into 
perpetual banishment, and of Zino­
vieff, who, with his associate, Ka­
meneff, has been placed under ar­
rest and is apparently destined for 
banishment. 

war 
and 
izen 
ssa-

onal 
by 

During the last year Russia has 
been undergoing substantial eco­
nomic and social changes. The gen­
eral supply of the country with food 
and manufactured goods has im­
proved to some degree, by compari­
on with the extremely bleak years 

of the fir t Five-Year Plan. Ra­
tioning is being abandoned in favor 
of a system under which goods and 
food luffs will be bought and paid 
for in money, without restrictions 
except those imposed by the pocket­
book of the purchaser. 

Benefit to Cla. es. 

occasion, "Marxism proceeds from ruthles "llquidation of the kulak "' recentl 
the as umption that tastes anq which was proceedin at the time concern 
needs are not and cannot be the on the ground that it was eliminat- the peo 
same as rega.rds quality or quan- ing those peasants who had raised ew 
tity, either in the period of social- them elves too much above the level Andrew 
ism or in the period of commu- of their fellows. This Red partisan of the s 
nlsm." was naively convinced that what ploymen 

This emphatic stress on the vlr- had happened in the villages would contribut 
tues and necessity of inequality has soon follow in the towns, and that ployes to 
found expres ion in many trends of all oviet employes, from Stalin York bill 
recent Soviet social and economic down, would oon be plac d on the nate 
policy. Lenin's demand that n ·ame basis as far as wages and 

oviet Commissar should receiv 

I 
rations were concerned. 

only the wages of a skilled worker This growing inequality ls not the 
has long been cast into the realm only blow which talln h s rec ntly 
or forgotten things. A mathemati- dealt to the sensibilities of some 
cally-minded foreign correspondent Communist party members. A vig­
who attended the recent State ball orous campaign is under way to 
in the Kremlin on the annlver- make the directors of factories and 
sary of the Bolshevist revolution tate institutions completely inde­
reckoned that the costumes worn pendent of those traces of workers' 
by some of the wive of high gov- control which had survived from 
ernment officials cost four times the early years of the revolution. 
the average monthly wage of a n Th~ official who Is In charge of an 

made up o 
rolls. Fift 
be the m 
paid. Whet 
minimum 
upon. The 
employed 
to benetit 

unskilled worker. institution, the "Red director" who ing th twc 

"Increa ing Inequality." manages a factory, i given more I preceding. I 
The spread between the earning. and more of the attributes of a week of 1 

of the skilled and the unskill d full-fl dged bo. s. Thi 1n lstence every thre 
manual workers, between the arn- on one-man management doubtless the year b f 

ings of the skilled worker and o( 
1

1:1akes for efficie~cy, but Is some- has been ful 
the engineer or of the high State times unp pular with those Commu- will be allow 
officials, is constantly growing. As nists who are rank-and-file 
the country emer •e from the ex- ers. 
treme raw bleakness of 1930, 1931 In the International fleld 
and 1932, when there was at least there have been shifts in 
the surface impression or equality policy which arouse doubts and 
of general deprivation, differences questionings among Communist 
i~ standards of living as between I who rPtain some capacity for in­
different classes in the ne,v Sovi d pendent thinking. The distinct 
social order become more mark d. sof -pedaling of propaganda for 

ow, this increasing material in- orld evolution, th increasingly 
equality goes again t the gra n or lsible t ndency to play the diplo­
many rank-and-file Communis ~. I :tatic game in pre-war style in­
recall a former R d partisan ,vhom st :td of remaining aloof from all 
I once met on a collective farm i comhinations of "capitalist pow­
Southeastern Russia. To him com- crs" all :-uch trend. arouse na ural 
rnunism meant something like com- heart-searchings among ommu­
plete leveling and equality in liv­
ing standards, and he welcomed the Continued on Pag T n. 

and domesti 

isla ure thls 
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ginning in Ja 
payments to 
will not begin 
The fund pal 
ury will be 
State Labor 
its various m 

ign 
fa- But this improv ment baa not r 
the been evenly spread out among all 

classes. The penple who may be re­
garded as constituting the economic 
upper class under the Soviet sys­
tem-high political and economic 

ployers and w 
tered, so that 
will be kept o 

stly 
han 
t is 

the 
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xecutives, successful authors and 
playwrights, distinguished special­
ists-have been getting a visibly 
larger share of the till limited and 
mea r supply of the good things 

Hfe. I 
Inequality is actually b ing 

preached as a. State conomic dog­
ma and is regarded not as some­
thing temporary and transitional, 
but as something which will per­
si t even when the oviet regime 
has reached its millennial stage of I 
perfection, the stage of commu­
ni m. On this point there is the 
interesting and emphatic testimony 
of Stalin himself, delivered in the 
course of his long speech at th 
last Congre s of the All-Union Com­
munist party, early in 1934. 

"Equalization in the sphere of 
consumption and personal life 1 
reactionary petty-bourgeois non­
sense, worthy of ome primitive 
sect of ascetics but not of a Social-I 
1st 1ociety '' Stalin declared on thta 
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. , s al. o been the Government's 
refusal to repay its foreign loans in full 
or to allow its nationals to make repay­
ments to foreigners on their own debt. 
In the whole past deca<ie, indeed, for­
eign loans and repaymcnt!-l have 0\'er­
shadowed any other single influence on 
Germany's foreign trade, a fact whi h 
become. e\'id nt enough when we tabu-
lal the figures: 

lin m illion!! o f marks) 

10:u 
Exp,,rt~. 

4, 1117 
1933..... . .. 1. 71 
1932 . ....... n.n 

- 1931...... . . 9 ,20G 
1930 ...... . . 11 ,32 
Hl29 ... . .. .. 14 ,110 
1924-R (a\ ) 7, 27 

fl. 727 
10.3~:l 
13,!l~f; 
10,355 

J-:xpn rt 
BalanrP. 

- 283 
6n7 

+ t .073 
2.479 

935 
470 

- 2.fi2 

In th<> five year. from 1924 to 192 
, Germ::i.ny, though making rcpa1atinn 

I payments, was receiving huge loans 
from foreigners, chiefly Americans, 
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