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HEAH!!, 

Special to or ton 
11 H.:.avPn Is . r Des ti ~ tion. 11 

By 
Dr. Hillel SilvPr 

t 
T.~ e 



It is not difficult, my friends, to reco ize t'he hero of Thornton 

• ild r 1 s :ew novel, 11 H aven Is . Destinc..tion. 11 T author has given a complete 

and life-size portraiture of a man wnose · id &re fortunately not numic.rous, 

but evertheless very well kno n. It is the type of man o carries ov r 

into t ' e pr sent a set of values whic ere Va.lid in tl .. e past world, the 

type o man who is guilty of tho.t "foolish consi stency11 11'tic11 merson sa id 

1 was the hobt,oolin o~ little minds. 11 "Heaven• s .. 'Ly De tination11 is a rollicKing 

story of a very arnest, sincere, seriou~ octrinai e, a man po essed of 

a closed mind ad conscious of a O at ~i~sion whose co tacts w·th ot er 

:pAople a d nose r£eddlinr.:. in other lives L v t ia.bly er l~tes friction and 

rese tment, out no remain unperturbed ands r ne bel id his u pierced 

spiri tua.l armor . In other ,ords, , ,i have 1.n this b o0 a h ro ho has been 

called tne Don (.[U.ioxte of Fund·.unentalism, a sort of lay ev·, 5el ist of the 

Bible elt -- a good ~an -- on a ram~age . 

T" e hero of the boo~ 11 H a en 1 s .{y D stination is a your 6 man, 

Geor5e .orus . He is 23 y ·ct.rs old. He is a successful sules._a of school 

textbooKs. His territory i t ' e South est, Tex· s, Jissouri, Kansas . He 

wus born on a farm in ic i...,.. 0 • He worked nis ay through sc' ool and 

wa s graduated frou the S ·101 B~ptist College of South Dakota. He was 

good at school. He was a t.:>ri t L d. He was ca-otain of t e track t am 

and bas etball. He ¥as t. e stront,est man at . ci ool. I en h.e Wc::1 a 
Ev 5elist 

sophomore at college e was converted. sixteen yeb.r old gir1/ C'1,lje 

to town. She c:t S as beautiful as sne c...S eloque twit a sort of nysterical 
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eloquence •r icn required the s t· ula tio1 of aru Js. It :~s the reli gious 

eloque ce o~ tris sixtee. year old v; 0 elist hicn accomnlished the converc-ion 

o orge .drush or, if y --.1 wi Ll , his spirit· ~l undoinb. He Yins a c· ged m 

thereafter. 

He aosorbed r.vidly all of those mail orc1er religio s ideas hie 

we 1 ve come to associ te with the t e of Evan~elism of Bi lly Sunday· d 

imee: cP.1. e. rson. He took courses on 11 Ho , to auoroacn st an0 rs pn t e suoj ct 

of Salvation." He too the Bi le litPrallr from cover to cov~r al:nost m r=ior·zi g 

t comoletely. He becrune an enemy of Evo~ition because it contr d:cted tre 

stateme ts i. Genesis. He gave up smokinc, dri ing a dplay· 5 cards. He g ve 

uo tr.:c velin o traL on Sund, y. He disa roved of ".'Or.ien smo.<:ing. He as 

so full of t 1e ne 'I li • t and glory whic:i.. nad om i to his own life t • t ne 

ished to SI are it wit' ot er me. He ec· e d te.t se i t1 .. e urger c 

of a missio. He had discovered a go)d t.i gad ne wa ted all t e neoole to 

s are it with im. So he began writi g on the blotters in all t e public 

e visited Bili ~1 verses for the ediflc~tion 

of travel in sc..1.les e to t1 e 6reat an.1 o,1ance of the managers • nd travellprs. 

henever he saw wome smoxing, he foWld some:- ... y of utti alongside of 

er his usi ess card witi: tie i scri:.1tio. on it: 11 A om - VI o smokes is 

Wlfit t 0 moti er. 11 Jenever i t e company of men in a pullm~n car he 

wouldn't let t.r e opportunity slip by t~ a. sk t em 11 w et· er t y had oeen s VPd. II 

And l .1.en ti. ese men would become bl~zi , gry ,i ti irn to t l p)i t of oe· tinb 

him uo 1e rei ined calm and co tro l l d d si :nply reulied ccordi JJ' to the 

a proved res nicn he 
. 

• d 1 a.rn d at scnool t. at ti eir 0 er was 01 ses --
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unfortw ,A,tely due to the -" .... ct t1 ·~ t they Vlere a are II of an U..'1fulfi Lled life. 11 

He ever lo is temper. And ae \', a. S t l orou5'lly sincere. 

George Brus1 h'""'d definite views o many thi s. Jany of his ideas 

w re sound, iciealis tic a .ld no le but ne insisted o foll · \,L 6 t roucYl is 

ideas t:r~ @l t · eir i escapable lo6ical uu. Tie rinciple oft thi g was 

more i mporta.. t t i) im tnun t· e peopl-t.c at live Ul er tne Jrinciple. People 

and institutions ad to adjust tnemselves to t_e snarp i Lovable framework 

of nri ciples. People ri.ad to fit into the Procust ar oed of basic ·deas. 

Id as don't change. His world ,,t..s a ·)rld of schemes, ideas anu 9ri!1ci.ples, 

a dr am orld of id .as. Pe ule as sucn, nunan oei 5s "10 are u.'Tlal.l oeint:,s 

did not int~rest im. 

fter ne le_t sc 1 her .ad Gandhi and Tols t oi. He oecame a pacifist, 

a pled5ed to voluntary poverty. He made god pay as a salesman of sc ool 

textbooks. Out of every monthly checx t1at arriveu ne gave a ay w t 

r rnained from tne month b~fore. He n.:...d s~ved up before his conversion 

a certain amount of money. e no d ci • ed to wi thuraw t1 c-t .t10ney from 

th oa • ne wit' lire t1 e money from t e u and r fused ti1e accumulative 

int r st w· ic.n nad accrued fr m ilis deo:'.)sit. He didn 1 t oelieve tuc.:.t }1e md 

a right tot· et e money as money has no ri6ht to earn money. He believ d 

t · • • t to save money as a s:i 5 of fear Saving up fo r ol a 6 e or for a rainy 

ay is • lac' of ai t· in Provide ce, 11 .. o man w o s money s ~ved up in 

a bank ca really be happyJ 11 e peoule · n Cleveland found tna t out a few 

years a5o. T e oanker to wl om he told tnt.e1 t tnoug} t tm1t ne was crazy or a 

Red and nad nim fort wit arrested. Geor e Br sh had a ._ enius for getting 
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himr-elf into tr:>uole and ar-·e :..: ed. He never v1o..s certai!l just wn;;r tnin5s 

napoened to ;.' im. 

He a.d other very strange economic views and lived unto trem. He did 

not have econoI!lic ~)rb ciples for others o ly. Thus, for ,;:)xample, ne refused 

to take a raise. Gettin6 a raise made him nArvous. Io.ne i1a d tne ric t to 

have~ raise in this denressio~ when salaries were beins cut. He ti ought t1at 

everybody ougnt to be hit by the de~ression equallyJ 

George Brusl had a bec:1.utiful tenor voice and could si O very well. 

People a s...<.ed him to sing and offered .ni n money. But he refused t ,J ta..ce □oney. 

He ~aid tilat a voice like his was a. gift from God, just ... tnin6 of nature 

li~e Niagara Falls a.rd one doesn' ~ take mo_ ey f~r it. ny snould on~ tal-Ce 

money wr1en 6 iven a ueautiful voice. He was glad to sing and always sang 

gratis . 

Tneoo are logically i 1controvertible vi~ws but when ?OU. tell t · em to 

normal everyda.,.- peoplt- tney think the~ t ou are II crazy -- in a sort of nice way" -­

or tne get mad. 

At one ti'l'lc:. in his life he became persuaded of the Buddhist doctriIH~ 

of non-i jury -- not to .aurt Jeople - to bring a·oout the regeneration of 

men thro'lltsil Lindness instead of fo!'ce. He thou6ht through tnis tning by 

himself and decided to practice it. 1 e day he dropped in tHe store of 

a widow and as malcin6 some p ·chases. L.1 t:C1e course of conversation the 

widow told him that she didn't keep any money i tne cash register because 

the neigrtoorhood was so full oft ieves. Sie told nim t ~t sne hid it be ind 

a bolt of cloth. During the conv rsd.tion a hol:i up man cor.i~s into th store 

points 11is 0 at them, rifles tne cas regist rand finds onl a fe few 



pen ies. 1.7eor5 e ..dr s· , :-e ... su· ... ded t.c a t t urglq r is i. ~re· t need, else e ould 

not ntve to st-al, gr.<>c·ously vol teers tJ tell .clijl wl. ,re t' e mo i . He 

promises to rei.b rse ~ e ·do e r 5e Ii sh • 1 so t e 11 s t e u· 51- r t • • t he 

ha s overl~ ~~d at 0 ty dollar bill n his o vest-uoc~et. He elps the 

t .Lief to escaue. e is ar sted o suspicio of ueiz 5 accomolic . 0 

• ir.:i t is it ·_tion t:...s Wl o o:=-tuni ty to exoe r • .ncnt wi. t an idea. It ms giving 

him an ouvortuni ty to give a man a e start in life. He a s -oracticin·r .ims l 

Her a ds i t e ::3u.ddhi t ).c il::isouI. t.c ~t it is E;u od to ta.tee vow 

o ~ sile ce for t. e. ty-four ·1ours. T t , p '"'als to .... im. He t :. es a v w sil 1ce 

for t enty-f o .. nours. T •· t • s o.lrig .. t. But as e ·,and _red tl rough the 

streets re saw a little 0 irl sitti..; on t e front teps .. a · ouse and around 

n.::.r nectC was a plh card wi tn re,l.d, 11 I .Arn Lia . 1 is a f o ) 1 i S!l Wi;;..Y to pw is 

a little girl . GeurJe B sn is outraged at t ' is idea of punis ent. He 

a")uroac es t e little girl. He t!llCes ou .. a pencil an· paper and writes notes 

to er. The oare ts see l.J.i r-1 from tilA win ow and come out. T.:..ey ask im 

u ~s tio s and he doesn't answer. He smiles. T!.ey suspect .cii1;1 of ein 

a idnauper • ! d nave rim arrested. 

He as friends i sas City w ._re e lives i a boardL -- nouse w1 e1 ever 

he comes t:::> t:imt t -Jwn . Tne ~en t &>re are outraged at nis colossal L1nocence. 

Tney try to trip nim up. Ti ey take im to nouse of ill r uute. .,, He actually 

beli ves ti· t e s ein entertained. R sentm nt • E{ainst tilis p rf ct man is 

so great t ey b~at im up u sically. 

ow sucn a r.aa.n of such un e din morality must of ce sity • ve 

v ry s tr,J...t15e e oe!'i nces wit· wom n fol . He hasJ Hi:. idea i. to found a 
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e:- r ican ome. T- e greatest t1_i .., in t · ie 1vorld, • f- sai 1as r ... e ' ;. • n 

sits down to S ..:. ':..y dL _ er ,-vi t 1 is wife , d six c; il ~ren a.r und i. im. He 

p roposes to a wido t yea s older t _..an r: i self , o us f,., floc4 of er o n. 

Sh refuses. He ::teets a yom O 6 i rl, c tPc· izes ner o tue ~n j 0 ct of evolution 

ad f o~i d tats e was alrig t t1~re. However she smokes. Tat puts an 

end to tnut r o. • ce . 

In an unguarded mo::nent he meets a. young l a dy and falls fr t), grace. 

Sne is ~s muc r sno,siole, p rnaps more so tnnn ne is. He 1s coivinced 
t ile 

tiJ.a t in/si,;) t of God .ue is marL·ied t'J .._r . JJ.J. n r.1e returns i order to 

marr uer, .!lP. can't fi cl , r. lie t ::ails .l:.a. s.~ acros s t~ e State 0.;.. XaI.Lsas 

in t.1 e oue of cute_ i 1 t.., up wit er and fincis .ll r, a ·ai tre s s L some 
ira 

c· inese restaur· t. $ ' e la.S no use f or ' im. s ... - oesn 1 t .-;;:;;r. s e s 

uade otnerc4'ran6emr-nts for nPr li::e . Y-=-t e L i s ts t 11a.t sr1e mar y him , 
• 

ot because t_ e1 -part~c L .1.rly love ac11 ot.a- r ut _·or ti s· ·~e of s ciet . 

"e persuad~d • : rsu;.-i.ued t il fi ly he wears down er resistance d 

aversion. Sne marri s nim only to divorce im a few montns l c.1. ter. 

This 1 s t • isi llusio ~nt aJLci tr ... e l oss of is .American nome es 

· J.im and nis consummate confid- ... J.ce. He oecomes d. scourat:>ed. He t es to 

srnO4in5 . He 6iv sup voluntary p ov rty . T .i.e • :ii actually 0Pgins to lose 

f a i t . Then ne t -- es lj!' t ul ly sic: . S • c ,... less i e al ays cont ded wa 

discourage1nent. Al sic~me Rs came f r ·m navi b lo s t 09e in so:=iet ..... i ,r . 

e ad lost .t1ope . He becomes d~speru.tely s • c1- to t e noint of d-=>ath. 

e is v:s ited a ~ri end · n t e - osp i • 1 h~r e lyi 111:cl fr ie d 

tells ni -t Fa • --r Paszi s· i n m e 1. ad u ver me t out of J. o he 

.ad Par d and o nad fr e 1u tly o~ n of t im, • ·d di ed. 1 mutual 

-rie ci t ~ls 11·m t 1 .... t oefori::> , is .... \ t · , t '1 u ri s t • d ~ru d fo r m. 
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a d L· d lE>ft f r • im a to1een whicl t is frie. d iVPS to Brus· . Brusn c sl-:s d a.t 

day it is. Tlle alls er 1• S II I t 1· S , "!'l. d. ~y . II 
I - - -... ·his strange fact -- t iut t'i. is 

rn· t ' ical fri nd had prayed for· im on tae v .:-r t: ....... t re a· d"' in ul· yed 

& import· t p~rt i~ i life . his revi es his stre .1utn &.ld e is re.., ored 

to HealtL. 11 t first He was silent &.rni t.r ou~h ful, but ·radually tne 

talkative1 ss cbu.n t ') rec:.pp r...,r ad. finally h ,as aole tor .sum 1 is 

it n .rary. A fe, d s le. ter in • • 11a:n, a c:1.1. h e c:1.rd 1~im si g at a cor.muni y­

d o:: .c e r ed i·n a g, d deal of no ey to sin o tl e radio ·r. 

Chica o. I3 sh sai6 he I d li -e to uo it out th,it ni. route di I t pass 

tnrough Chic~ 0 0. Tne ma dou. lE: • his offer; Br-u.sh reulied t · • t • e 1d do 

it frt=: of c L.r0 e , out ti c.1t hi~ route did 1 t pas thJ: ui91 c· icar;o. Tl e n t 

day i Loc.,ourn, , is sourj , .6ru c e upon av r r tty w~i tres s reading 

D, n i n ' s 11 :J:he '"'ruise of t e 1:0Pa•'"le I in er s_ ..,re time . He a rranged t put 

" t ' er nr ugu co ...... oe • Tne ext t e u·nager;, d s t s of Bishop's 

Hotel at onoki, i n t i1e same sto.te, ere c...stonis 1ed to discover t o .t 

a tall solidly built y oUJg m· , - ad suddenly lost 

th use of nis voice and We. s co:-:."Ilunicc:1.tinf=. ~ 1th th outfide world y :n-=-ans 

of pencil a d pap r. Sev-ral days la.t .r, in Da.:.\.i s , K· ,1 Si.,.5, t e same trc::1.v ler 

was arr sted ad con:ined for a fev nours ii t} jai l . The c· r ee ·slat .r 

fow·a to (; ve i=-en uc~s d o ""' misur derst· nding. He u.s r eleased al.!.d co1 tinued 

on is jour e . 11 That is all t: ere is t o t1ie book. 

Y'>U may disffii s G orge Brush as ,_. crank, 

that is too simple. He i • much mor compl x 

d 1 t i t go a t tat. But 

d co~~lica ted i1dividual. He .. 
posse sed man 3 ni raole a d alrno t heroic qu.ali ties. He stal ed a man con-

t emplating suicid i or uer to save v r xpected nor rec ived tharucs 

· for his worK. H c dop ts a c.ild w· ose own motA r fors' es hr. He OOPS it 
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simnl as u ri· ttPr of' course , as u .. •rt o t11e r 0utine f life . It i part 

of t, e uatt 0 r of 1 i3 li1e . He is r.:L d . He is ci •;.ritaole . H i no~ a 

bibot 0r a pE!'S· cutor. HP. i.!S, s little : ... or ... L .~ ...... lf o t 0.1 li e . He l a s an 

unfortunate ':;J o'!' en agind: neonle. Y-t e wru t s t1 e lo e of his fellow 

r:ien . o:1e of tn ·1ore di scernin ~ G.nd pene t 'a.tin ;) c 1'. r ~ c ter in t ~.te b ok 

cc e o ble to look eneat· 1 the unrele ... ti 6 of t 1 nan a d 

discover -i,u:.liti s w· ic t • • t TJ. ';, re ,r 1 .1· ~ e tn t 1· t 1· s out vo e resu c.: c; i.l.t, pi y. ~ _ 

of sch ~tuf f t t so~e of ~e 
0
r ~t f J ders of religio ~ f' a si. i.oned . 

One should ote, too, that 1!ile tne ,.., J.thor indul6ed } itnsPlf in a 

6reat :nt_;· !~UrP '.)f m rriment a1 d ilar it.'{ at the t)Pl s of t e ero of tl e 

ook, th_re is also found in t is boo.1::: a 1 roe of fa rdonic ~ d m rbid 

umor dir ct d agai s t socie t y its lf, t· c-oci t ~ r ic nays lip se-vice 

to ""n exalted or· 1 ~no rel·:-·ous code w ich if seriously tr. ~en to .u art 

and prac iced oy ;n indivi u.al, bri s do ·n uno him t· e d~risio. d 

distrust of that ver~· ociety. 

You. <1~-<: o self 1 • t re J.lly is v: ro!l,~ with ..jr s1 • G ore; Br.is ... 

is carr._1in " out t.!...J.rouG. 1 ife t 11e i ea.ls ... e 1as t, u ·1 t in t1 e Shilo :Ba.ot i.st 

Co et,e, t i: e woul u! ve o e:1 t· :ul t L ...,1 r li 0 ious i tit· tio... . T ey 

all t acu to r-=tur good fo!' evil , to tu_1 t 

wi tn ~i!ldne s . eorge ru.s,. actu: lly tri • to sa.ve t 1i thi-f y 'Dr· cticin 

tnis ...,rL ... c iple . He ot uimself L ,•,ro .;;, • Brus· tau► • t povert icl is 

a i • 1 0: p ri itiv re uil t dic""ted to 

volU! t ~ rH p verty .,.. So m:uc o t ~ raillr .l of t1 e t or , - f L • , is 

cii rected a ~ ai st t ' e l1ole socir.11 arrang m ... t •1:1ich • olds ur f or 1 ip service 

an<l ador· tio ... _rea t oral pri cinl s ... ic· moc,::: at t · !l tri .... s to live 

u_ t it . 
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t i~ :it· J. Er 
. rt .rrom t i ? 

. rst 
•• 

. tro - or e s ap 4 -

plc.. e t: .. s nee 0 t tt.i €' "" .. r olci calls II,. t r·ea.so .. i.a 1 .,.e II . e. c... " 
., . • 

0..1" a "olu· s . H .a ei s er n 1 t liv it·. ,, lutes. is 1 • rd r. -

a u- i ldi c • Hum·n li' s ever r .... c·.ed t·. de 5 r e 0 r ... cctio 

it could reconcil 0 itsel to sue: a c lutis~. 

He is a solutely devoid o_ doi.1 t. l er £ 1t a avin~ d r- of 

sc .p t i , ism il } is make-up . He ows J Sv r si ce i is conv rt= i n i.r! his 

s 0-c:1.homor 

ever· el e 

t 
. 

\7 ~ P,' 

mar . e 

II 

r 

at t· S J.ilon lj<-1.Jtist Co O! o 
. ota ear e. e, no 

t-d 

s·•id 

ver 

int. . 
is t · i . _ine. ti .. oa "' st douot i lled C 

.r...ruces9 a r • Geo e 3 S!l is a 00~ . . 

X: )ericnc 0 :'>St doubts of .1.i 

11 i1 ·e li es ~or fa·t: h. no _ t ouot 
11 .oeli _ ,e me , t1 • .:-ri in 1 alf of t· creeds . 11 

t 

o: do ot I - s 

the ben.co. of 

t no a .is 

"aid: 

He is :-:i.edd er . les ii o. r o opl 1 s liv s. He o~s 1 t 

o1- e &..one . _ .. ,isc· r·cte ·sticoftrea .. ·"o el -apoo·nted 

re~orm 0 rs, c sors, s -- v rs of s let· ho ~.-et o .nu.1 'Osor di t e 

o:ple er:ect. T .. e&; • ::-e e: l ly suffer· :,,; fro~1 3or.1e inc 

of pe~ son· 1 • • rf:. 0 ~ spirit • llv • iJ.telle tuall . So et i y i·pp ned 

to ti ec a t some tim of 1 iv 0 s -- S ..1 t. i.. l J.iC .. .1. t .. e· t 

it out u:p .. o t . , r ,:, e o _, 1 e . 

o tton n s·ved 11 

ot .er\ • se 
u oasicallr, nat: ,· t, •.s. or • , :.:> uld/ ea-

rat e • niraol fello e s a lot o~ co.1.victi~ns t .. • t are r· t er 

a ir:... 1 is t .. t • e lr>Ve . d caus 1 e :i: r, s no 1 ove ev0 s 

is 

e 
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no love from otner ~onle . He ms . ever w d rst od li:f P., !' u.l ly . H n .ver 

·u.nd.er;-t:>od tn co!'rows Wi lci1 dilell in the S'1Uls of hw:ta.n be i ::igs . He lu .. sn•t 

the fai t st ide~ oft ' idde u rL ,:::;s of i u ·ln .::io ti ves and. . :w. • c tion . 

He ows only co·ol boo:- axims of rie;'-t r1. d v1ro cut of t: e S\'' et, sad 

r:r.isic c hum i ty -- o.:: ti c1.t h nevPr ..r ew. 

He doesn ' t love eople oecause love is direct~d at n onlP 1ot 

a· solutist nrL.1.cipl-=-:2 . He directP.d all . is life c t i, .. -.__L>, 

a_d standards, not at IU.:Jc:-~ oe i 0 s . 

of L • t i e ever really l Jvf..'d . 

e He 1 P r .,uff .::.red really ar d be • us 

He i._,, c-~ -cedai t . Feople mte peda ts . ...nis-y 

nrov·ded t1ey find in l im s n irit -1 s nc l "·· d love :'or rr., n.--cind . 

-:-ey to annal livL •• 

T1 • t • s tne ' rnic· S f "lLll 

t e oala ce of 1·re 0t too :nuc.: evil. Do • t 

e OVf-> r - ri-·· teous . D n 1 t 'be overly wise . ·, .1 y sh oul vou d st y y ur -lf ( 

o .. • t oe overly riG teous . Don I t tr,,' t::> leave t!.Le . ~avens to God t e 

artn ') ·n .... ~a:.c •s • st i r1cttion to.·· mid ·s u.s muc t}is -art. c...S it 

is hr-ave 1 . • C is f~ si io Pd out o: the art} . Becaus ti _re i a 1. ge 

element of r t uly bl'.)Od , lusts , o co,mass io ... • te vit 1 • 0 -_,o.;; er~1 t anding J 

on ' ., exp ct t :,o rrruc • Don ' t ue i .1.tolP-r . t of :.c • s sho tcomL 0 s -l d failin~s . 

:ae TJ_ti t . for givin • 

' J.at is tile se r t of liv in__., , a sec et wdc cor:1pletel y sc ... i ed our 

si C r frierd 0 learne d ev<J "'tn 
. 
no at t .il 1:1 B pti ... t Colle e i 

So t~ ta -- - id al olP. nri i:pl in ut th CJ.~ t of .1 ..&. .. , n s -- ev r s 

l 1. vin • 
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It is not di ficult, my fr1 ids, to recogniz th h roof Thornton 

llder•s n nov 1, ~H 0 \ V n Ia 

and lif size por tra iture of a -

De· ti tion.tt The ·uthor 'S iv n a co l .te 

h se 1t:ind iar fortunatel not num._r u , 

but n vertheles v y el l kno n. It is t he type of • hoc rie ov r 

into the pres nt a set of vcluP s h1ch ~rev· id in tne past world , the 

type of nan ho i s gu.11 ty of th t "foolish consistency" 1lc 1 EmPr on s~dd 

"w s the hob obl n o'! little r nda .' "IIea ven 1 s .. D ~} tinat lon11 is a rollic in0 

story of ve . · rnest, sine re, s riou doctri ire, a pos es d of 

a closed mind , conscious of • t mi i on w ose cont eta i th other 

people c ho e me ddli in other lives inv iably er ,.tes friction and 

rese tm nt, ut ho re in unperturbed a: r n b hind his unpierced 

spiritual rmor . In other ords, you • ve ... this b 

called the Do ' 1oxte of Full • .. ent· liSJn, a sort of l 

Bible Belt -- a ~1d m - on a ramn e . 

Th h ro of the b o k "H a en I s .ey n ntin tion is 

a h ro ho has b n 

v ~elist of the 

Geor e rush. He is :~3 y old. He i uceessful silesmu.n of school 

te tbo ks. Hi t r it r:, is t e South est. Te · s. i ouri, Kans s . He 

1· s orn on a f . . 

good a t schJ l. He 

I ichl • . H wor d l is ay through school and 

the Sniloh Bc..p t ist Colle e of South ., ota.. He was 

8 a briiYtt l c.d. He aa c p tain of the track t am 

• d as et a ll. lie as th trox :,est m t chool. n he wa 
Ev· ... t,elist 

ophomore at co 1 ,a he was conv rted. A ixteen y • r old girl/ came 

to o\Yn. Sh s a • :u. tiful a h s lo u nt w1th a ort of hy tr cl 



I 

• 

. -
eloquw ce hich required the timul, tion of d It ~s the reli iou 

eloquence of this s ixteen ye r old Ev; ;)elist hicb cc li hed th cover ion 

of ,. or6 e }3rush or• if y:;u i ll, his : ir tu: l undo1 ..;. He • s a changed m 

there fter. 

He a sorbed · vidly 11 of thos mail or 1er reli ·loua ideas hich 

e ve come to sociL..te it the t ype of Zvanuelism of Bi lly Sundey ,md 

.n.irnee c .a rson. He t ook cour: es on "Ho t o ro ch t anbers on tne subj ct 

of S· l Vu.tion. I 

i t co letely. 

He t o the Bible lit~r lly from cover to cover lr ost me or · zin 

He bee· e an ea of Evolution bec~u~e it contradi cted the 

state ent ln Genesis. He ·ve up . o<:1 u • iru i d playi i:r ('• rd . He L,nve 

u tr · v lin : on tr ins n Sunray . He di a~•r oved of women smoKing. He a 

so fu _l o t l i t ru: d gl r y ic .. i. d c into his o n life t • t he 

shed to r it th ot er en. Heb c, et :u ~ d te 1se ith t ie ur ency 

of am· sion. He ha discovered a > d t 1in d e anted all t ueonle to 

share it ith him. So he be · rlting on the blotters in 11 the public 

r ti • room in hotel hie ue vi J. ted Bi lic,J. v rses for t e edif1c .tion 

of t av l i ) < le : en t t e r ,at n.10. a.nee of the , a" r • n tr vel l r . 

·,he ev r he s · wo n smokin~, h f und s m ,4y of u t ti s ide f 

her his bu ine ,s c rd 

unfit to mot r. 0 

i th t e in crip t • 0.1 on it: 11A o:na 

, enever 1 t h of en ln 

o smokes is 

pullm c r he 

wouldn ' let t ► e opport ity sli by t > • sh. t i 11 • eth r they d bee • v d. 

An nen th semen ould becom bl r zi ., angry ith 1im to tie Jint of .utin 

h u:p r ined c lm - d c tro l l d • d simply r epli d accordin t th 

a rov d r nic h 1 ~r ed · t ch ol -- th t their er wae 
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unfortun .tel du t t ct t t thy w~r a e ~ t unfulfi 1 d lif . " 

He v r lot is t er. An 

or rua. h d definite vi w y of his ide 

re .-11 tic a d nobl but ne n 1.: t d on 1' 1 i ., t rou h 

id thr d. T c le of 

more ii oort· t t n l t opl-t t liv un ... r t_ ri c.i.yl • 

vable fr 

ople 

and in titution had te> , dJu t t e lves tot 

of ri c ple . Pe pl • d t fit into t r cust 0 d of b· ic i • 

Id a do e. His wJrld c.S. 
, rl f C 1e u rincipl 

dr orl f id . p pl uch, nu: '-' W 0 r hu: ins 

did n t i t r ot im. 

Aft r ne 1 t C 1 r ·d 1 l 0 • He -C e . p·c f 

l d ed to voluntary pov rty. He e g 8 of en 

t .. tb • Out f ev•ry rn nthly c ec t t rr v V 

r • in d fro. tn . month b for • H n~d • v .d up b conver ion 

a c rt ·n aunt of mon y . He no d ci ed t thdra t · t f ro 

• e th tne . ou fr t d r fu.s d tn 

int r st ·d ccrued fr .. i sit. e didn 't li V t1 t d 

a rig t to t oney on y ri t to rn oney . He eliev d 

t t to e .on off ·v n up .... or olc ... or for 

d i C 0 • itn rovid tee . N 0 ! mo y v d up in 

a pe pl • Cl t t out ew l 

y hmh told th· t • t t l t s er z or a 

d d fort it rr t d. G r r h ·d niue for get.ti 

t, 

ol 
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hi. lf int tr uol _n r d. H n ver w s c rtain u t h t1in ~ 

n d t . m. 

H h d ot r V tr con ic vi~ • d 11 v d u t t 1 . • H did 

not V co. ic ri 1cipl 

tot· e .. ise . Getti ~ . r· 1 m rv u . o i d t t to 

.1 v c. • ise in tni d r .. ion er 1 cut. I! tno 1. t th t 

v r bo ou t to be hit y th d re sion • llyl 

pl 

He 

G 

d 

id t l t 

r 

mone 1 ive 

~r ti s . 

norr l 

• 

ti 

0 o - u ury 

- d · u tiful t nor voice d cul in v ry ell . 

OI t n r fu 

is • s ~ift , t u t l tur 

l J. 0 do sn •t t e it. s uld on- t e 

·:u.ti l oi • H ._.,. 1 t sin , • .1d 1 • s • 

lo i c · ... ly inc ntr v r t l v i s but h 1 tel th to 

t PY th1 

in his lite 

not t urt 

t • d 

th t 

-- t 

ore . lI 

"era -- J.Il :- "'Ort o nic • 

d o tl d 1 t doctr ine 

t throu t 11 ti by 

1lm lf nd dee ded t pr· ctice 1 t. On d h dropp d in tu . to of 

"' ido • d • in o pu ch· s s . I cour e of conv r · ton the 

idow told him t t di n•t in the c tr b co.u 

th i bo h d 

bolt of clo . 

point 1 • t t 

f of i s 

conv r • ti 

told 1i 

hol u. 

hid it benind 

s • nto th tor 

, r flat, c· h r 1 t r d tin only f 

t --
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pennies. eoree Jrush, _p Arsll.! 1.ded tha t thA burc.,1· r is in r ·· t n d, 1 he uld 

not h~ve to st al, gr ciou ly volunt - ers to tell hi ~re the ~on y i. He 

pr mi es t reimburse the ido . G orge ~ 1sh .;..lso tel ls t · _ ur .. 1 r thr.t he 

h s overl )Oked a t nty dollar bill n his own VP s t - · c tet. He hel})s th 

thief to cape. He is rr sted o su.s icion of ;ei _,. a.ccom lie. To 

hi. t is si tU;_tion • s o ortunity to ex ri.:it;.nt it1 an 1deL.. . It as ~ivin 

him un o • ortuni ty to give a ma n a. UA st·~rt in li .t'e . He a.s uractici1 ,. irasa.1 

He r · ds in the .Budd.hi r,; t ·).nil s on.t.1.,1 th t it i d t t i e a vo 

o sil ce for t 1ty-four n:)ur . T t a . - al t o 1 .. im. H sil ce 

for t enty-four hour . T ·. t i alri t. :But a e .~ndared t 1rou. the 

strPets hes , • littl girl ittin on th :fro t ~t s of hous~ a.nd a round 

her neck as a. nl ,":'l.c.....rd with re d, '' I Arn A Li· • 
" 

Thi a fo )lish ~y to punish 

a little irl . eo.r6 :Brush is , utra. ed at t i idea of punish!:lent . He 

a ·uroaches th, little 6 1rl. He t· es out a oeneil and paper and r't s ot s 

to her . Th p. re 1ts see hi·: fr th ~indow and come out . They a c a im 

qu•- stions 1d h do r. He smiles. T 1 .. y suspect 1im of bein 

a idna: ) r , _ d rH~ve nim arrested. 

He ha fri nds i 1 Kan • City h re he li v s in a boardin house n nev r 

he comes t o t .• t town. Th en th~r are outra d at his colot sal i 1 noc nee . 

They try to trin him up. They t vke him to house of 1 1 r pute. He actually 

elieves th ... t h i bein entertai d . R sent !ll nt a .. ain t t11is pArfect ls 

so gre·t they b ·at ·im up physically. 

N such a r • n of such unb ding oral i ty must f nece -.. 1 ty have 

V ry inc ith n foL... . H • • sl Hi ide is t fmmd a 



r l 

it 

r c· lo • T. 

·1 n to di 

t st t ,.ti n a 

is wife id c1i r n run nim. H 

p r poses to a r" do te y :rs old r t • im 0 lf o h · s , .i. floc.1., of her o . 

She r fuse . He r:i t un ·1.rl, C, t 0 chiz S il r O t e .. J ct of V 

and f d t t he • s alri t tn°re. Ho ;ev r e smo i;:es . Tl t puts • 

end to t,, t r r ·~ce. 

In d ,n nt he e ts 1 dy • nd f 11 fr :. gr ce. 

She is ·s ch r S ,J hS ibl • P r p or 80 tl an h 1 • H s convince 
t 

t . t 1-;{;i t God u i "l"i d t h-r . l en er turns 1 or r t 

r • rry 1 r, 1 c· n•t fin r. t- · il 1 r ·cro t 18 e;t te ,s 

• n t ie h pe of c tC} i l u ith r d finda r. a itress ln so e 
1 im 

Chine e rest :ur t. Sh for • 0 n' t n • She B 

.. e ot c n ts f r r 11 e • y th il ists th; t she arry him, 

not y p t·cu1 rly lo woC ot 1 r but or tl of cist • 

He era r ed w t il final ly h are don hr r i t· C d 

V r ion. s rri s i only to di.vorc im r w ont 8 l ; t r. 

This l ut disi l lusi nnnt •. t lo f i r C h 

im • ,13 C n ta c,1nf nee. e dis our· d. H s to 

o 1 • He u iV volunt..i.r V r • act~ lly n t lo 

f ith. m ... t · lly • Si h al s d d as 

di courage; nt. All iClm C fr . lo t pe i. 

H had lo t hop . He b c r· tely t · oint o • th. 

H. i V it d ri 1 d t hos. it· 1 he lyin hie fri nd 

t 11 1 t t r Paz i V r m~ t ut o WllO he 

d rt. dwo d fr of . . t 

r d t 11 t t efor d th, t ri t d r d or n . 
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and 1 ad l ,ft for him a token 1h ch this friend -iv s t Brush. Br sh s ~s lut 

day 1 t i . The swer is, "It i ... r iday." This strang e f act -- th ..... t this 

myt ical fri nd had rayed for him on the v~ry <kl.y th t he lay dying play d 

an i mpor tant, _urt in hi .. life. Thi s revive is strenbth and he i s r s t red 

to i::>u lth. 11 At first he wa s sil .ut u. d tl1 tful but Ta ctually the 

t r appe, r • ~ f i nally he as le to r _sume his t lkativeness 

itenerury. A f da¥s l a ter in Ki L 1 -•n. n h Pard him sing • t a cor.ununi ty-

ch s t uzaar 1d of ~red him a ~ d d al of money to si on the r dio in 

Chica ,o. Brush said he'd li~i;. to uo it but th this r oute didn't pas 

throu: ChicuhO• The douoled his off er; Brush replied t •· t he 1d do 

it fr . , of ch· r e, but tru this route didn't pa"' throu~ Chica o. The next 

day in LoCKbu.rn, i ssouri. Bru. h cwne upon a v ry • r tty a itre:: s reading 

Dc.~rwin 1 s "The Cruise of the • 3 in her ar time. H arranged t put 

her throu. co l eb . The neAt eek, the . ger . d Q1,es ts of Bishop's 

Hotel a t Toho i, in the same st~te, were 4atonis ed to discov ,r th tone 

oft ir numoer, • tal l solidly built y un , had suddenly lost 

tne use of his voice an as co i ~ating w th the out ide orld by m0 a.ns 

of pencil and _;ap r. Sev~ral uys l c.ter, in D ·ins , Kanst. , the same traveler 

as arr sted 1d confined for · few hours in th jai _. The cbar ,e was later 

foWld t o h; ve b en u ed on a sund.r utandin r. H s r l ased and co t i nued 

on his J ourney.•• T 

y,,u may dismi 

that is too iraple. 

t is 11 ther is to th book. 

George :Brush a.a u crank. d l t • t 60 t that. But 

He ia a mu.ch more compl x and complica ted individual. He 

pos e~ sed admira le and nlrno t 1 role qualities. He stalked a man con-

templating suicide in or er to s · v him. He never xpected nor received thanks 

for his r. H • do ta a c ild who e own moth r fors ea hr. He dos it 
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1 . ly s a ma tt r of cour e. a s .· t OT th r uti e .f lif . It is p· rt 

of the patt rn of nis life. He is ind. He i 3 r.ruritable. H i not a 

b1bot r ~ _J rs •"'mJ.tor. He u."' s little :' r hi Plf out o"" life. He ha.a 

unfortun~te ~ o enr ~in people. Y~t ant ~ t e lo e of his fellow 

n. Some of t e more discerning an penetr.'.... tin chhr -ct r in the ale 

cir e able to loo bene· th the unr 1 ti of the d 

discover ·1ualiti , s which voke r .,sp . c t w 1 • 1 ty. T' ey re liz tn t it 1 out 

of such tu.f th t so of the • t funder _ o reli ion re shio1 d. 

One ould not , t o , tha t hil 

b e~t • rur?; of merr1 .,nt .. d hilarity 

b o , th~re is also found in this book 

humor dir ct d a ain t oci ty it .lf, 

to an exalt d oral and reli · ou cod 

and p r ctic d by an in i vi :ual, brin 

di trust f that v ry eoci t . 

the ":uthor indul · ed him elf in a 

t the of the hero of the 

1 re el«. nt of rdonic and morbid 

he so iet 1hich lip service 

hich if eriou ly t c n to heart 

do n u:_ on him the dPri sion and 

You • :, lt hat r , lly is ronu i t .Bru h. G or6e Brush 

s c rryin .. 1; out thr ugh li t 1 1 ,L ~-- ls he w·•s t · :u t in the Shi loh B~~p t1. t 

Co1 1 e, ~the t)U.l • ve b e. t~u~t in ru1y religious in titution. They 

a.11 tea.ch to r ~turn good for evil, t turn th otl er cheek. to save • ·...n 

with indn . Geore ~ rush ctu • l tri t s · v t .. 1 th1 f by practici 

this ri lCi:pl • H _ot ims lf i -. ro . ru. h ' t pov rt hich 1 

ide .. l f .Jri itive Chri ti 1ty. io st 1 .. 1 re built d dic '- t d t.o 

volwit ·ry • verty., •. o f th . raillr of the · u thor. I find, 1s 

direct d .... • i t t e wl ole t hich holds u for lip service 

and dor tio e: t mor pr1ncipl s ·11ch oc .. at the r w o tri t live 

up to it. 
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t 1 on 1th --or e .3ru n n _ rt f ro1 th1 I n th f i r t 

place th s nee of t • tthew rn 1 calls "s t r , so blene s • He 

o_ ·u olut~ • bein .,. C •t 1 V i olute • }i i 

an unyield • l i. h 43 n v - r a c d t • t d gr&le fperf ction wn 

it coul reco cil it lf t UC a solutia 

H a olut ly devoid o dou.• t. Th re i n•t avi d of 

SC ptici n hi • He ; sl V r inc conv rsion in hi 

o homore ye rat th hiloh • -. t1 t Co • ot owe ota f doubt B 

ever penetr _te into 1 inking. " o .. -st douot is c'"'u.led tbs beac n of 

the :11 e," id ( or ru is bo ut not 1 e 

• He 1 V r xp r ed .. n,s t d te o \ sai : 

f i th h n,:) t doubt Th~ e iive or 
11l3elieve • t h, in • lt o er d . " 

H is · e dl r. He meddles i liv s. H do n1 t 

on. H i ch r · ct ristic of th 0 lf- p iuted 

reform r, e sor, ~ver of ciety who are too nm.ch n sorbed in the 

ta. of . -

of p rso 

ople :perf ct. T11ey really sufferi from ■ome ind 

d ·rf nt pirit 11.y .::.n 1ntell ct ly. 

to th m t o tie of th ir liv s -- o 1 t ic 

t out U"JO other eo le. They e 0 e dl r • 
button you • av yu b n v d l M 

1 • lly, t 1 ron • ·1t or .e 

r ther • dmir le f llow - h s l ictione 

admir· l -- 1 t . t he , 10 love. And C eh 

e in 

• • 0 

an 

hap ened 

tie t ' e 

of p opl ~ho 

e 

re rather 

love e V • 

1 

e 



• 

no love fr 

under tood 
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oth r ople. He • v r und r tood life, r • lly. 

orro hich dell 1n the :ula of 

th f nt t ide of t hidden s rin ot ll! • 1 ot • ves • 

He never 

He n•t 

• ction. 

He kn o .. ly cop boo ims of r d • ro .. t of t sw~et. • d 

music of •-~1ty - of t r t h ev r ew. 

H do sn•t love o l o cue lov is directed 

a.bsolut1 t ri_1cipl . lie dir ct d 11 hi lit • t ir. ... 

le not 

rincipl 

and st· do.rde, not i t hw ein ~ . H~ nev r su:f!~red re·lly d b c :u.ee 

oft t e never re lly lov d. 

, t dwlts . Thy ill for ive mi t ea 

rovi ed t ey tin in 11m s ~irituu.l anctity ,. 

L ~ tly , G or e lU!. 1 ,. ed • ~ y to no l 1 v ,., • 

h \ is tn ~- iy ic i fo in th t1-ar f 7ccl si t -

th balance of lif -- not too h c:,OOd an n t to mu.cl evil. on•t 

e ov r-ri .• t . on• t b ov rly ~1 . houl y - troy y l! 

Don•t be overly r teaas. Do •t tr t 1 v t.e h v ns t God - t 

th t . •s i s t tion t n • mi l a mu 1 thi rth ~sit 

is h~·v . io d out o th rth.. th re i 

l t 0 t.l blo • lu t • b s · n·te i,,h 

Don't xo ct t l 

p tient. 

u . Don•t ue 

for • viz • 

tol r t of 1 ortc 

l t 1 t s er t of liv ,. , a seer t hlcb c 

inc r fri nd l .. o .. rned ev ryt in at t .il h l3 

Sou.th D' ot - hi d , nobl principl a -- v ry 

livi • 

1 t ly 

t Coll 

but th 

1 

3Cpp d our 

in 

s er tot 

• 




