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UP IN THE AIR 
Father Cougalin -- Huey Lo g -- Ge ieral Johnson 

By 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

.A.t 
The Temple 

On ' 
Sunday morning, rch 2t, 1935 



A few weeks ago, the air of our political life was blue with the 

acrimonious radio debate of three people -- General Jonnson, Senator Long and 

J'atner Cou.gnlin. .And our nation was regaled by the displa¥ of high power in­

vective, abuses, denunciation and satire, both lay and cleric. It seemed 

as if the wnole nation were at a ring side witnessing a prize fight in 

which heavy weight champions were determined to lq each other out before 

the whole town. Not a!l¥ of the debaters in this debate which involved the 

most urgent economic political problems of our day appealed to reason more 

than be appealed to passion. Each one of them was determined to demolish 

his opponent. 

It was all so symptomatic of tne new mood and temper of the American 

people, a temper which has become rather tense and querrulous and irritable 

in recent years. The five long years of tn.e depression have begun to tell. 

It is questionable whether these debaters .nave contri uted anything to the 

clarification of issues or to clear thinking among our people. There was 

altogether too mu.ch heat in wna.t they said and too little light. I, for 

one, am persuaded that General Jonnson, for example, could have rendered 

his cause a mu.ch greater service if he had contented himself with a 
I 

forceful., calm, objective, critical analysis and expose of the position of 

his opponents without indulging in uersonal acrimonies and attack. It is, 

in m_}1' humble jud&ment, too late in the day, or pernaps too early in the 

day to try to lau.gil off tnese opponents with wisecracks because these 

opponents are great not in themselves but great because of circumstances 
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which ma.de tLem and gave tnem their following. And circumstances cannot be 

lightly laughed off. 

Father Cougnlin, Senator Long and Townsend are, after all, the 

mouthpieces of social distress. They are tne new l eaders to whom tne masses 

are turning today because tne old leaders seemingly have failed to give 

them what the masses .felt they were entitled to have. Not one of these 

men, Coughlin, Long or Townsend is a big man in aey sense of tne word. Tiley 

are not very autonomous. They are not original tuinkers or great intellects. 

In normal timese these people would not have been heard from in all probability. 

In normal times Father Coughlin would have been the parish priest of a locality 

devoting nimself to his pastoral work with per haps a weaknes s which so many 

people priests and rabbis have -- a weakness for the radio. Senator Long would 

have remained the political party boss of his State and Dr. Townsend would 

have been a rather good natured visionary idealist who would have been invited 

once or twice a week to address some .omen's club. 

But in a normal times, my friends, and these are abnormal times, 

such as our country has never before witnessed, the Senator can muster 

an organization of three and one-half million people and tne priest can 

rally around nim a crowd of pernaps eight million people and tne doctor 

can obtain more than twenty mi l lion to rally r ound him for the oln age pension. 

They a.r eratller small people standing on tne shoulders of grea t events and 

great na tional needs, just as Hitler, a numble house painter, raised himself 

up on tne shoulders of a tidal .~ve of a national emergency and became a 

national figure. 

These people 1111st be taken quite quite seriously, UJ¥ friends, 

because tney speak to and tney speak for millions of our people who have 



vast grievances, millions of our people who want what lif e has denied 

them, security and a chance for a decent living. These people speak for 

millions of our citizens whom five y ears of depression nave impoverished 

who st~nd today appalled by the terrific insecurity of their lives, their 

savings gone, their homes gone, tneir jobs gone, their future prospects 

gloomy. Millions upon millions of .American citizens which millions have 

been tall6ht right thr~ these years that there is enough of social good 

in this country to make everyone in these United Sta tes sa fe a nd secure, 

that there is enough to go rowid, that there is no need to go without the 

necessities of life. They have been led to believe that. They have been 

persuaded to that and rightly so, because there is enough to go around. 

They wonder what ia keeping this just distribution of the national wealth 

from reacning them, what maladjustment, what sinister force is depriving 

them of their patrimony, what is denying tnem access to the promised land. 

People have had five years in which to think. Now these men come 

to them and tell them what is wrong. These men tell them and point out the 

•~ out very simply, very directly. Now the way which they point IDJ33 be 

misleading. The way may be deceptive, but in the absence of any other ways, 

they are willing to follow these {essianic gu.ides. Their glamorous 

programs of quick salvation appeal to our people. They are food to the 

hungry and water to the thirsty. They are the vast consolation of the American 

people today. 

Sena.tor Long, for example, tells his followers t-1a.t the root of our 

economic difficulties todey is the heavy con ,entration of wealth in the 

hands of a few -- which is undoubtedly true. This is one of the major causes 
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ot our economic debacle. What is the solut i~n '? Sha.re the weal th. Dis tl"ibute 

the wealth. That is enough for the average man to hear. The cause is the 

concentration of wealth and the solution is the distribution of wealth. The 

details of t11e program do not concern him so much. How does Senator Long 

plan to share weal th ? By socialism, or co:rmunism which are after all scienti­

fically thought out plans of national app,ropriation of wealth, national 

distribution of ~ealth? Not at all. He is not a socialist and he is not 

a communist nor a r e any of his followers. The very details of socialism 

and communism are abhorrent to him. In spite of his slo 0 an "Share the 

wealth" Senator Long remains a disciple of old-f .shioned capitalism. How? 

He takes paper and :pencil and figures: Let I s limit all priva te ·:eal th 

to five million dollars. (That's not so bad.) No man should have more than 

five million dollars. No man should have an income of more than one million 

dollars annually. (We can subscribe to that too.) The surplus of wealth 

should be confiscated. All those wno have more ta.an five million dollars 

should have the surplus taken away from them and it should be distributed among 

those whose wealth is less than five tnousa.nd dollars a year. The wealth 

of those who earn five thousand and five million is not to be touched. And the 

income of those in excess of one million annually shall be taken away from 

them and distributed to those who earn less than twenty-five hundred dollars 

annually. Every man ought to have a house, a radio and an automobile. Now 

what is wrong with that? When you press tne Senator for a logical program by 

which this wealth is to be expropriated or distributed or by an insurgent 

charge, 11 How is this to be done?• he is at a loss to be of help. 

It is clear to any human being that the private wealth of individuals 

is not in cash, in gold or in currency. The great wealth of individuals 
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is in terms of factories, mines, indus trial plants. How are these to be 

oralten up and distributed? You cannot give this man a wheel ad that man 

an exhaust pipe. But it ap '"'eals. The idea of taking away money -f'rom those 

who have too mu.ch, which is a good idea, to those who have not enough -­

that appeals, because t ere are people who nave too mu.ch and there ar e 

millions and millions i n our land who haven't enough. 

The plan of Dr. Townsend -- the old age plan. He appeals to those 

millions of our people who are perhaps the most pitiful victims of our 

industrial immorality -- the aged who are so soon scrapped by our high 

tension industrial organization and for whom so little provision has been 

made. Every man, when he reaches the age of sixty, will stop w rking. He 

shall oe pensioned. He shall receive $200 a month which amount he mu.st spend dur­

ing the given month. That, according to Dr. Townsend will accomplish a few 

things. First of all, it will remove seven or eight million people from the 

labor market and will ma.Ke it possible f or young people to work. It will 

put in circulation every month a billion and one half do l l ars. This will 

increase the purchasing power of our people. 1h re is this money to come 

fran : Here again the average person is not very mu.ch concerned. He feels 

well, now I am getting close to sixty. s~vings bave been used up. My 

cilild.ren will not be aole to support me. What is there for me in the 

future? Her e is a plan to 6ive him security in old age, more, perhaps, 

than he ever earned in his whol life . .And tna.t appeals. 

But this money has to be raised, and as the plan suggests -- through 

a sales tax, which sales tax would probably amount to nineteen or twenty 

billion dollars annually. It means that the average American worker would 



-6-

be compelled to set asi e from his wages t wenty-five to forty percent for the 

support of these people. In other words the worker who has to maintain a 

family during his working yea:rs will be compelled t o set aside a huge portion 

of his veekly earnings to take care of those who are sixty in order that they may 
~r 

live on a scale two or three times/than their own. It is not enough. But it 

appeals. 

You take the sixteen point program of Father Coughlin. T11ere is a great 

deal in his program. The Father has practically ignored entirely his whole 

program and has centered upon one point to the exclusion of all the rest of 

his program. The root of our economic depression today is the strin ency 

of our currency and credit. The devil in the picture i s t he banks, the 

priva te va.nkers who control credi t and control t he whole economic life of the 

American people. The solution is nationalizing credit. Do away with the 

banker's ank and the Federal Reserve Bank. Establish a national bank. 

If the government needs money, instead of borrowing mo ey from oankers, let 

the government i s ue money. Wi thdraw all interest from circulation •.. 

Now I am not an economist. I am inclined t o believe that there is 

a good deal of sound judgment, good economics in this plan of establishing 

a national ank to regulate credit and money. On the other hand, the 

focussing of t he whole solut ion of our complex economic problem upon this 

one thing in the hope that this is the way to salvation is misleading. 

There are nations abroad which have had national uanks whi ch have controlled 

the currenc7 and credit but which have not escaped the rigors and curse 

of the economic depression. 

Jurthermore, Father Cou.ghlin•a program is a program of inflation. 

and the experience of the orld with inflation, as you we l l know, has not 



been a happy one. A certain amoimt of inflation~ be desirable. But 

there is no su~h t hing as a certain amount of inflation. Inflation crea tes 

no wealth, nur friends. It ultimately impoverishes those who have but 

does not enrich those who have not. 

Th.e focussing of t he whole solution upon the establishment of 

nat i onal credit as against credit as controlled by private banks without 

making provision for national economic planning, wi thout making provision 

for a proper adjustment of production and distribution. without the adjust­

ment of hours of labor and wages is misleading and decep tive and will only 

serve to turn the minds of the people from the real solution to a quick 

luncheon method which cannot help to solve the entire problem. But it 

appeals. 

The element of danger, as I see it, in t hPse movements started by 

Father Coughlin, Senator Long, not to speak of the movement sponsored by 

Dr. Townsend, is first of all t heir utter vagueness, the f act t hat in two 

of these three instances they were built around individuals, personalities. 

They give one the feeling that they may misl ead tnemselves and others in 

the of their careers. 

Senator Long, for ex.ample, while he speaks of every man, while 

becoming the champion of the little man, the forgotten man, has bad no 

scruples about establishing a virtual dictatorship in Louisiana. He 

has bad no scruples about trampling under foot all o~· the democratic 

institutions. Senator Long has established a monopoly in his State such 

as few dictatorships in the world have established. He controls everything, 

every officer, every Judge, everything. Such a man is a menace because 



while speaking democracy he destroys democracy. Su.ch a man, wile defending 

the little man will have absolutely no scruples when the time comes, to 

victimize tne little man and turn him over bound hand and foot to the 

capitalist against whom he ilas s eemingly waged a oattle. That is the 

nature of dictators, my friends. 

Father Coughlin is an earnest man, a sincere man, I am convinced, 

a man clearly devoted to the ideals of social justice. I do not que s tion 

his motivea. On the other hand, I believe that he is potentially a dangerous 

man. We are inclined to believe tnat Fascism is a reactionary movement. 

It is that. It ends up in the blackest reaction. But it doesn't start 

that way at all. 

The Nazis b gan T1 i th a program of national socialism witn the emphasis 

quite as much on socialism as n nationalism. In tne program of Twenty-five 

Points, there were very many radical doctrines a s for example: They insisted 

on the destruction of what we call the 11 slavery in interest", which is as 

1ather Cougnlin oelieves. !hey believe in the compl te confiscation of all 

war profits. They called for the distribution of prof its of large industries, 

an incr ea se on a large scale of the security of th~ aged. They demanded the 

immedia e communa.li~ation of large department stores in Germany which were to 

be rented at moderate prices to small shopkeepers in order to build up 

a middle class. They asked for the expropriation without compensation land 

which was to be used for common purposes. They asked for the abolition of interest 

on land debts -- all very radical me ·· sures whicn medsures gained for them the 

tremendous following of tne impoverished middle class, tne skilled workers, 

the professional men, etc. 



Once they got into power, all these radical measures were scrapped. 

What remained in their program were tne illiberal reactionary me ~sures, mili t ant 

nationalism, the smashing of labor unions and anti-Semitism. 

In Father Cougnlin 1s program there is involved along wi th liberal 

and r adical measures, quite a n"Wnber of reactionary measures which I believe 

hal8 in them the seeds of possible Fascism. For example, he is a strong 
I 

nationalis t. The term internationt in hi s mouth has become a term of contempt, 

a brand of shame. It is rather strange coming from a C tholic priest wno is 

a member of tne largest international o~ganization the world has jver known -­

the Roman Cat olic church. Together with William Randolph Hearst, he was 

responsible for the de 'eat of the World Court proposal in the Senate of the 

United Sta tes. He brougnt down an avalanche of telegrams upon the Senators 

of the United States which intimidated them agains t voting for this modest 

method for international peace. 

Father Coughlin, thougn a priest of tne cilUrch, has in many of 

his addresses iven evidence that he is a militarist, t ha t he endorses the 

nationalist pro&"am of nationa l armament advocated by the army and navy 

financi ers of the United Sta tes. In one of his addresses, he calls for the 

building up of an air flotilla, of ten thousand airships, a program whi ch, 

by the way, William Randolph Hearst has been cnampioning in this country. 

While Father Coughlin recognizes the r i ght of labor to organize, he bas been 
the 

r a ther hes itant in explaining, at/right of labor to organize means. 

What about the 7A clause ? His own church W' S built with non-union labor. 

~ather Coughlin is venement in his denunciation of Reds, socialists 

or co11111Unists. Yet one has failed to find in any of his eloquent utterances 

at any time a strong courageous championin~ of free speech, of free press, 
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the right of free a ssembly -- thin6s whi ch are being endangered today in this 

country and throughout the world. These are signs which point in a certain 

direction which the gJod Fat her m~ or may not ultimately take. 

Then there is this :Jatter of Judaphobia -- anti-Semitism, which is 

also one of t he stock-in-trades of the Fascist. Father Coughlin has not 

declare4 himself on tis subject. He has once or twice intimated t hat he is 

not anti-Semitic. Nevertheless, a careful study of the ma.n's work s and 

utterances lead one to tne conclusion t hat the Fatner is either an anti-Semite 

or is on the wey t o becoming one -- perhaps feeling hi s way toward it. 

A yeax ago, you may recall that Fa t er Cougnlin was a .reat cruunpion 

of the remonitization of silver. The gol~ stan ard was the root of all evil. 

Salvation was in r aising the price of silver so t hat China and other countries 

who were customers of exports would buy. When t he pr ice of silver was raised, 

instead of the C inese people becoming better customers, tney were the im­

poverished customers of t he United States. Chaos overtook China. 

Father Coughlin was so convinced tna.t the price of silver was going 

up that he had his radio guild purchase some five hwidred thousand ounces 

of silver on a ten per cent wager. Tllc.L t is to sq, he speculated. Now, of course. 

he is opposed to stocr speculation and commodity speculation , generally speaking. 

e are all opposed to it, generally speaking. He was so sure that President 

Roosevelt would keep his word and increa se commodity prices tha t he wasn't 

speculating at all. It was sure profit. 

In the course of time, the Treasury Depatment of the United States 

found it advisa le to publish the names of large owne r s of silver stock. The 

name of his radio guild was found among tnem. !he .. :e is an element ot 
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Ther e is an element of vindictiveness in Father Coughlin. Tne nead of 

the Treasury Department w· s responsible for the discomfiture of th Fa tner. 

Who w~s t ne head of the Treasury Department? r . Henry orgenthau, Jr., 

a Jew. That wa s a fortUDate break for tne Father. He enca sed himself in 

shining silver armor of Christian righteousnes s in combat a ainst the 

international Jew. v. r 

First of all, because Father Coughlin was interes ted in silver 

speculation, silver is at once baptized as a gentile meta l while gold remains 

circumcised metal. Notice, too, that tne international bankers, the 

"financial Dillingers• are now the Warburgs, and the Rothschilds. Now it 

is only the Warburgs and Rothsehilds wno ar e t he "Fi nancial Dillingers• the 

international conspirators. Notice again the implication that it is these 

people, the "Financial Dillingers11 tn.at control the gold, that control the 

world. That is the in the program, t.ne heart of the Protocols of 

Zion. TneJews are masters of the world tnrough their control of gold. 

Now for a time Fa ther Cougnlin evaded t nis a-c,,roach to the subject. 

But then General Johnson attacked him and Fatner Coughlin again res'Wlled 
same 

this/method. After paying compliments to General Johnson, r a ther unorothodox, 

he passed beyond him and through him to Mr. Baruch. He did not attack him 

as a Jew. He didn't mention that he was a Jew. But in order to le~ve no 

doubt in the minds of his listeners he discovered a middle name f or him, 

Mennaseh. It is one and t.tle same thing -- just so you. can suggest in the 

minds of your listeners. He is th real devil, the real invisible ruler 

of the United Sta tes, the real acting president of tne United States, who 

is a Jew and upon wnom you can saddle all tne responsibility for all the 
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unhappiness. And in his agernes s to demolish Mennaseh Bani.ch, he proceded 

to link him up ~gain with the international oankers. In the whole list 

mentioned, only five names were tnose of Jewish international bankers. He 

slipped in the nc1.me lJorgenthau. 

Jews are not the financial masters of the United States. Less 

than five percent of all tne director s of .American corpora tions ar e Jews. 

That the Father ignored. He knows the f acts. He overlooked tnem. :But he 

left in tne minds of the people that a Jew b the name of Bani.ch is rea lly 

the president of the United States. He, together with other Jews who manipulate 

all the currency in tne world a e responsible for a l l the vils which occurr. 

I am not defending Baruch. He is no friend of mine. .A.a far as 

Jewish lif e is concerned he is utterly unknown to us. One of the ironies 

and tragedies of Jewish lite is that the masses of t.ne Jewish people are 

made to pay the price for some Jews who hover on the p riphery of Jewish life 

and never concern themselves with Jewisn lif e. It is clear in my mind that 

Father Cougnlin may not be able to res ist tne temptation to exploit 

the latent anti-Semitic feeling of the masses for t.ne sake of putting 

through his program of acilievement and desire. I hope tnat he will. It is 

not yet too late for him to turn his _ack: upon this method of victimizing 

a whole race for the sake o scoring a point in an argument. 

My friends, I close with these words. Prosperity will liquidate 

all these people, the Coug.ulins, the Longs and the Townsends. But only 

prosperity. Tne race today as I see it is definitely a r ace between liberal 

measures which will definitely restore prosperity to our country or these 

desperate revolutionary methods which will inevitably prolong our country 
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into Fascism. In the New Deal, me~sures a r e involved which will perceptibly 

solve our problem. These mea sures must be put through quic.c-ly so as to put 

men bac~ to wor~ . so as to give the aged security through old age pensions, 

protect men against unemployment through insurance. Wages must be raised so 
the 

as to increase/consumptive power of the masses of our people. Production 

should not be curtailed. It should be increased because millions of people 

need the bread, the clothing, the shelter which increased production alone can 

give them. 

ill these measures can be enacted and must be enacted quickly by 

our government. If our -0vernment fails, if the counsel of reaction prevails, 

then these men are bound to have their day. And it will not be a ha~py day 

for our people. 
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