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GOD I THE SOCIAL CRISIS 

Delivered By 
Rao i Ab a Hillel Silver 

At 
The Temple 

On 
Sunday morning, April 7. 1935. 



In one of the Psalms - the 42nd - we h ~, r the complaint: 11 1 

will say unto God my RocK: ny hast thou forgotten me? hy go I 

mourning under t:e oppression O- t e e1emy1 As ith a crushing in my 

bones, mine adve saries taunt me ,hen t' ey say unto me all the day: 

11 Where is t .. )Y God11 ? 

o in times of prosperity, men do ot s tooters," ere 

is y u.r God?tl ien do not say unt themselves, "Where is our God?" But 

in times of adversity, in times of trouble, t ey frequently say, 11 here is 

your God?" en doubt. • en deny. · en olasp erne. 

The great aimonides of nom I spo, e 1st ee~, s sin his classic 

Guide fort e Perplexeci: 11 We ge rally extol God in words and prai e tlim 

as righteous d enevole uen we prosper dare ppy, and went· e 

grief e nave to bear is mo erate; but it is otierwise wie such trouble 

as are described in Job co~e over us. Some of us den God and believe t~~t 

there is no ruler int iverse even i: t ' eir property alone is lost. 

Others retain their faith i tne existence of justice e en hen suffering 

from loss of property, reas loss of c ildren is too much affliction 

for them. Others are made firm in their fait even ith t ' e loss of 

their c ildre. But the_e is no one who can patiently bear pain that 

reaches his own person. He then murmurs and complains of injustice 

either in his hart or with his tongue." 

And how very true this all is! e quite r~~dily accept the 

benefits tnat come to us a1d t ' e blessings, even when we do ot deserve 

them but len evil comes upon us, eve if deservedly, complain and 

become rebellious. This attitude of mind on the part of most people 
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dates itself bacK to the idea of primitive man, of a arter with desti 

in terms of contractual relationship ith his divinity. He would say to 

his God: If you ill prosper me, if you will brin0 me victory, if you 

ill nrotect me against my eremies, I will sing praises unto you. If, 

on the other hand, you fail me, if isfortwie comes u ~o me and I am 

vanquished, then I will destroy all which I am building. That same 

attitude prevails in this · ry among tne masses of tne ueople. It is 

a qu st of religion which on . mie;ht characterize of trades people, 

religion as insur ce policy against accident and illness. 

The whole concession, of course, is based upon an error and that 

error is this: 'e assume tnat God re Cl,rds and punishes hu:r:.an oein s 

quite in the same way as we mortals do -- t} c.1.t is, in a p sica.l ay. 

If I am ciu..ritable, I expect th t God will a me ealt , ealth and 

long life. Ad~ersity he will deny me. That is p ysical. Of course 

that cash and carry justice w ic· is op rating amo 5 human oein6s is 

not God's ay with his world. 

I know ma.1y people d you ... uiow any noble people wno are 

deservi 6 of all t· e good tri 6 s i life but • o are nevertheless very 

poor, ho suffer muc and whose life is arKened b ny trvgedies. 

Ont e ot er hand, you and I know of 1y unwort y people ho live in 

the lap of luxury a no live to a ripe old age anu enjoy the blessings 

of life. Physicals feri g, unless contracted in sin. is no p is ent 

nor is prosp rity unless achieved t rou· labor and industry any re ard 

for r al merit. Seldom is tht!-' any r .l,~ tio ~ ip between ph sicr 1 

re ard and merit. 
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God 1s coae is different from ours. His rew·rds are in terms 

spiritual. It is witnin ourselves, wit in our ii er lives that we 

must looc for the compens~tions of life. Thus the man who has lived 

nobly, wnose life nas been determined by isdom and courage and idealism 

and altruism will find his reward in ter~s of nobility , in terms of 

oeauty, in terms of the satisfaction of having played the game sq ely, 

in ter~s of meaning and significance found in life, in terms of is 

ennoblement, in terr s of resnect a.d honor of his fellow men. 

He who has lived ignobly will find his sure, certain and in

evitable puni et in tb.e devastation of his inner life, opportuuiti~s 

wasted, in terms of loss of the respect and dmirati n of his fellow 

men. In other words, rewards are real, def·nite, sure, not to be looked 

for in material substances but in real values. I this sense the inno

cent never su.f Zer and the wicked never prosper. 

There are evils, of course, in our 1u life whic are inhP ent 

int e v ry nature of our hu..uanity. We are mortal men. e are subject 

tote loss of nealth, sickness, death, decay. There is no particular 

sense in asking ourselves," y is this so? ey were we created men 

instead of angels? 1 e might as ell as ourselves, "Why were we 

er ated at all? 1y as the universe created at all? this infinite 

solar system'?" Only t · e creat r of all these knows. The purpose and 

m aning of all this we do not know and never shall know. 

The foolish man will fret. He will bP-at his hands . He is a 

foolish • ~ne wise man reconciles i~self tote inescapability of 

life. He will utilize his God-given mental faculties to ease his way 
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throu life, to smootii t e road t: ro µ-} lif e, to protect ni11self, 

safe~rd Ln elf, adjust imself t::> t ile order of p ysical li- e so as t 

ma:~e nis way throu5h life as painless and smoot as possible . In so doing 

ie w· _l grow, develop and will become enric ed. His intellect ill ripen. 

ThE-se very limits turn out to be t1..i.e goal which move nim on to Knowledge 

and self-improvement . 

11 For every evil under tne sun 
There is a remedy, or thP.re is none. 
If there be one, try to find it. 
If thee be none, never mind it. 

But most oft· e evils, my friends, ic are forced upon us as 

individuals we bring on ur elves. But e liK to blame othe.rs for it, 

or God. Man creates the evils he e d es. e are i temperate. •. e over-

indulge ou_selv~s. ,e do not restrain our annetites a d so we unde ine 

our ne· lth. ~e becomes bject to tne affli c· tio s of o bodies a d to 

diseases and we blame God for our illness. We are mor~lly unclean a 

we devastate our own lives an · the lives of our :·amilies. en sorro 

a.id disaster come int-::> our lives we blame God for our misfortune . e 

are over-amb"tious. ~e are over-rich. We ~re nev r satisfied. e 

desperately reac after superfluous t id e;s of 1 if e. '/e ce ter all our 

opes on the acquisition f mor 1d more t · in s. rr1 .n we fail to achieve 

tnem and lose t .. em after we ha ve striven so arduously, we olasp 1eme our 

m er. ie are selfish. ea.re self-centered. 1e do not thiruc of ot .rs, 

of our friE?nds. ·, e find ourselves lonely in t~e orld and u.nnappy. e 
God 

blame/for the evil i t e won:i. 

ut God is not to blam • my fr·e ds. If e 1ish to be free a e1ts, 

then th re must be t_e possibility of vil in our lives as well as t· e 

date to overcomet at evil. God made t, t kind of a world for us~ d uave 
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us t e privilege of c oosii 0 t e one or other as well as the capacity to 

overcome evil and to ac ieve good. 

And it is so also itn social evil. e looK a out us today 

and see a world full of poverty, mis 0 ry, conflict d • te and i and 

alarms of .rar and e say, " 1 1'e is God? Ho does e nermi t al l t.nn.t? 

If .ne is omnipotent, omnicie1 t a ci sees all, why does he permit any 

unhappiness and evil t::> exist"?" 

The answer here is exactly tn.e sa.rne for the race a s for tbe 

individual. Evil wlic1 has been in the orld is no argume t ac;;ainst 

the existe1ce of God's will and no argume t as to Gon 1s indifference 

to t11e orld. Inherent 11 society are imperfectio s. some of w1. ich are 

i corrigible. Some of them can be rect i fied aid amel·orated. U fort tely 

these evils which can be corrected. has s ye filed to utilize his 

intellect, his virtues, his po ars to correct. ind has no one 

to blame but itself. Our social r1estiny, my fri =-nds, lies just in t · is 

am lioration o~ society, the improvement, t e per ection of our world. 

Ot}er ise social xiste ce r's o si ificance. 

If men have so far failed to employ t hPir intellectual and 

spiritual resources to correct these evils, t : ey ave no o e to blame 

butt emselves. The goals ave been revealed. The trut nas een ·de 

k:no n tot· e · :u:nan race long, lonb ago . It is largely de to our own 

stupidity, to our o~n indolence t t we do not follow alon~ those ways 

w ich lead to the ultimate ingdom of ju~tice, peace and happi ess for 

t e whole univer e. God is not t:> bl8..me or t eir misf rtunes. 

of years ~bo man ind was instructed/1nspired seers to see p ce 

T ous ds 

d pursue 

it. Nations were taught that ar is their undoing and is t eir misfortune. 
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And thro ,. out t ' e ages t ' e spokes .. . n o ~ religion have t .. u~l t 

follo tne ways of pe~ce ad not war, to beat their swords into plough-

sh es, to see~ reco1cilia tion, not wi th the sword but ith instltutions 

d age cies which have been built up t0 seek peace -- world courts, l~agu?s 

of nations, pl dges and conferences. leve theless they do resort to ar. 

T 1ey bri & the blac~est misery • ci misfortune on the hu :1a. mass. 

Is it God's fault ·? Is Gd in the social crisis? He is su.11Illoning 

mankind but mankind is reluc ~a t to obey his Slli-nmoning. 

Long, lo. g ago, the human race was tau· ' t tne ways of hao , iness 

and the ways of social and economic equality, tiat the ric sold not 

oppress t'e poor, t. t God 6s give. unto the hUi orld an abundance of 

all things ecessary for the opi ess of all men. od as give us of his 

bounty. He nas giv nus earth capable o maintaining and sustaining all 

living things i co1~ort. But we, in our self- eal:aless, in our lust, 

in our greed, have refused to shro-e equitably t·e goods w ich God s 

given us. s ses are deprived of patri~ony so taat most of God's bounty 

has been appropriated b· t e fe • d t1 e -:nan ·1.ve oeen denied access 

1U1to t in~s they need. Is it God's ~ault Jr is it tne fault of mankind? 

Long, lon6 ago, t eh an race ias taugit the idea of freedom, 

liberty, orot· erhood. Beaco lights w re kindled arLd nela. aloft. :But 

their nan s w ~re strengtJ1ened b.r fai t iL iI God. . .. a ind ha s refused to 

fol low these leader s t at God inspired, triese patnfinders. It c 1ooses 

to liste to the sile1 t voices of derna5ot:> es w o teach them a narrow 

sinful type of loyalty i stead of brother ood an peace and compensation 

so tnut mankind s become fragmentized, disinte0 ated. Ten e blame 

God ~or tne evils which fflict society. 
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But God ~ave us fre do~ of cioice - not ~osolute - out enou '1 

freedom of ill to mold our will after a sign and pattern -- a1d t e patt rn 

itself God gave unto us. God gave us t ' e visLo of 

after w· c to fashion ourselves. T 1e pro5-ram is t ere . The goal is 

th re . e have tj e capacitv if so e will, to build a ' eautiful and just 

and noble civilization upo t_ is of God lmi ty. 

God is good, my fri-i1ds. Ana. n' ind is "Orogressing, slo ly to 

oe sure, naltihgly, falteringly, at timc.s recedi 5 and retro5ressing, 

but steadily advancing. 11::vil ofte triwapns 11 , t 1e po t said, "but n ver 

conquers. 11 This is the. eat confiuence whicn God as placed · n t e 

1 ife of t_J.e hu.T.an race. Ev ll may trium_pn, b t ev • 1 ever conquers. ci 

t e ay :na.nKi1 d oro6re s ses , G d I s pedago is t ' .. e W?-Y of su.. ering. 

God f asii io .. s o futures o t·e 11 •1 vil horns o -pain. 11 

Eve epoc of revalution, of e · t, conflict, stru66le yields 

d God raises us out of this ma id some ne boon, some w lesson. 

epocn of ours, out of this _~ateful • our of poverty, of clas i g between 

peoples, of 0 ro1 inb intolerance, of increasing fear and suspicion among 

n~tions. ,e
1
llliall in tnis T,entiet Ce tury of ours, so urassed, so 

perplexed, mov·n6 fro;n o e crisis to another, must solve t e ,. rovlem 

of war, can solve t he proolem of ,ar. :By the end of t he century, people 

ill look upo. war in tne self-same nay e loo~ upon t· 

slav ry. 

i stitution of 

Out of tne eco 01 ic str· 6le of our age t1 ~r il emerge a 
• 

bett~r economic system. - _e ill oe much su fe rin i t · e rocess. 

Clristian ill fight C,risti and orot er will oe turned against brother. 



Many a oloo co~ fl ict a· ai ts tr e hU!u race, u tout o_ t • t ver su.: ering 

mankind ill l earn hol to anoly tl e ancii--u t trut· s w • er were rev~aled 

unto it. 11 T:i. ou snal t love T i- • gi.1o~r as t~ yself , : or I am t e Lord. 11 

.~fiends, the :act tat t eh r ce is asui in, the f~ct 

tha t tne um· n race is r .aching up in sp ite oft e f eet t ~t frequently 

it fails to achieve, the ery urge fort· e triump, tne impulse w icn 

is within for a better and juster ay of life, is :proof th.it God is 

pr sent in our orld, tat ne is present i~ t· e social crisis. He is 

the impulse. He is the goal wnich is drivin us on. Heist e goal 

tow d which e a~e movin~. It as a gre t P r tic wlo once 

declared that 11 God is t e u.nuttera le si • t t • t ul II 1 e uep O" ne SO • 

God is that 1hich e wish to be in ,)ur supreme moment of goodness and 

inspiration. ,e are aspir dot o: dar' ess i to light. God is ourselves. 

He is our best r 0 acning out oft· e mo tai top. God is t e y ar ing of 

the human soul or perfecti ... 

d as long as in tre n race there is a year ing for justice, 

a longing for a better d finer way of living, as long as ithin t e hum· 

race there are men and women combatting inju tice and bi-..itality, striving 

for a better social order -- so 10116 can we be sure t t God is a livi 

dy ic prese ce within us. 

And t e wise friends. i these ateful times, ill strive 

for a better social order, confid llt t • t it is God 1s will t · , t he si ould 

strive for it, t' tit is God who is summoning im, that it is tu God 

made ifest i the social crisis in the self-s e ay th· t God called 

unto i ·oses i the burnin bush and s , oned him t :) leaders· i in t e 

e cipu tion of our race. the wise man will be conf· t as was 
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the Ps lmi~ t w' o rote "God is our· refu6 e a.1d our s trengt· , a very 

help in time of trou.Jle . 11 
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ABSTBACT O ADDRE S DELIVl" D l3Y RA.rl.dl Ai3j3A HI L SILVE. 
ANS.-L OAD ~ T 106TH TR J!i'? OU SID D .. Y I G. 

GOD IN " SX I.AL CRISIS 

T I llB 
:.> IL 7, 

LE, 
35. 

OUr world today 1s full ot 1nJu tiee, oppres ion, overty, hate and 

co~l1ct. In such time• o dYersity men sk, wh re 1 God f If Gode ista 

d if he is 01aipotent, why do a permit all this evil to ex1 t? he 

swer is th e fr the r ce a for the indivi 1 m . If e re to be 

tr e • enta in a world hich we helped to .ke nd not me nic robot• in the 

i.anda of an A solute Diet tor, tent e possibility of ev l t exist in 

human life well aa t mandate to ov rcome it . God built thi ind of 

world for m to live in d he put good and evil i nto it , g ve man th 

power to ch ae d t c p cit:,, to overco e t · e evil d to achieve the 

good -- all ithin th frar work of t.e inevit ble limit t i ons of ortal 

.xi tence. 

Inh r nt i ocial or iz tion rec rt imp~rfect · one som of 

which r e incorrigible. o to t em can be r ct fed. Social d •till¥ con i ta 

in the never endi work o rectific t • o . If m n l • ve f ar f ail d to loy 

their intellec 1 1d sp iritual res :urces to cor ct tho. e evila, the have 

o on t o bl e but themselve. The oals h ve b~en reveled to manklnd by 

their own inspired aeerers -- univers 1 , e· ce. human bro\hPrhood, freedom d an 

equit ble d p v rtyle s conomic ord r. Tn w a of r eachinJ t~ e oala have 

al•o be n rev ed. It 1s our eed, cow· rdice d indolence which k ep us f rom 

resolT1n our recurr nt oc11 cri ee into Juster d nobl r forms ot aoci 1 

exist nee. 

Th , 

ind d a 

of ' ith beli vat i God wish e u.1CM<1n-lnd to dv c nd t • t 

ce lo ly and lterint;l)r but with frequ. nt r .tro e ions. 

Th r ce dv ca to th romi ed land thr u uf ring. Thie ia God 1e 

in the future of our r ce 1. emorial p 0 for r • t e •11 horn• f 

11 faahion d. Out of our pr t ci l cr1a1a lar er ur o c o ic 



e uality wil l co. e for the cnildren of • t oft e univer 1 belli -re cy 

of tne tions to· a more p ce!ul rld ill er .,e. 

our u.r ~e cy for juster nobl r 

pres nee in our idst. 

s of livi r r o: th 

soc las ir tio s , d 

elves proof of God's 




